Youtube how to backup a trailer

Last Updated: November 26, References Approved. To create this article, 17 people, some
anonymous, worked to edit and improve it over time. This article has been viewed , times. Learn
more Backing up a car can sometimes be a stressful experience. When you have something
attached to your car, it gets even more nerve wracking. However, backing reversing a trailer is
relatively simple, especially with a little practice. As long as you understand the concept of what
you're going to do ahead of time, the process is easy. To back up a trailer, place one hand on
the steering wheel and turn your body and head to look behind you. Next, turn the wheel to the
right to make the trailer go left so you can back the trailer to the driver's side. Pull past the
parking space, turn right, and then turn left sharply so that you're positioned at an angle.
Finally, shift into reverse and back slowly into the space, adjusting the wheel as needed to keep
the trailer traveling in the right direction. For tips on making final adjustments before parking,
read on! Did this summary help you? Yes No. We've been helping billions of people around the
world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade. Every dollar contributed
enables us to keep providing high-quality how-to help to people like you. Please consider
supporting our work with a contribution to wikiHow. Log in Social login does not work in
incognito and private browsers. Please log in with your username or email to continue. No
account yet? Create an account. Edit this Article. We use cookies to make wikiHow great. By
using our site, you agree to our cookie policy. Cookie Settings. Learn why people trust wikiHow.
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Summary. Method 1 of Devise a strategy. Recognize that backing up a trailer requires
preemptive motion of the towing vehicle to move the trailer in the correct direction. A
pre-planned route is required, keeping in mind the direction of the trailer, the direction of the
towing vehicle, any object in the immediate vicinity of the driving path, and the relative motion
between all involved objects. Practice in an empty space such as a parking lot. Buy some small
orange cones to help spot you. Try learning with a long trailer, and then attempt a small trailer.
Whenever you are learning be sure to take it slow. Longer trailers are more forgiving of
mistakes, but will take more work to get around a corner. Get a spotter. You can even invest in a
set of short-range 2-way radios. The spotter needs to remember to look up! It's easy to become
so preoccupied with obstacles on the ground that you forget to check overhead for tree limbs
and wires. Always watch for leaning trees you may miss the base of the trunk just fine, but if
that tree is leaning toward your trailer, it will take a bite out of your rig high up on the roofline!
Adjust your mirrors. Make sure that the mirrors are adjusted so that you can clearly see the rear
of the trailer. If you need to drive a loop around the campground to be able to approach the spot
on your left side, then do so! Place one hand on the steering wheel and turn your body and
head to look behind you and at your trailer. Put place your right hand on the bottom of the
steering wheel 6 O-Clock position. Try it! If you use this hand position, it will all but eliminate
turning the wheels the wrong way while backing up. Method 2 of Turn the wheel to the right to
make the trailer go left as you are looking toward the front of the vehicle. Another way to look at
it is, the bottom of the steering wheel directs the trailer. Facing backwards tends to help the
backwards feel of steering the trailer. Then you must steer slightly in the opposite direction to
maintain the turning angle. Back the trailer to the driver's side e. The most common backup is a
right angle. Pull past as you approach the space and turn right to the middle of the road. This is
assuming that you are attempting a left-hand drive. Now turn the vehicle sharply left, so that
you are positioned at an angle. You should be at less that degrees on the left hand side as if you
have been driving forwards around a left hand bend. Place your hands at the bottom of the
wheel. As you reverse adjust the steering wheel to keep the trailer traveling in the right
direction. Remember to go slow. Don't be afraid to step out of the vehicle and check out the
progress you've made. There's not use trying to do it in one try to keep your pride if you end up
wrecking your trailer. Ideally, you can back into the space in one smooth motion. You almost
always will have to stop, pull forward to achieve a more straight reverse. Back up and pull
forward as often as necessary until your trailer is in place. Sometimes the hardest part of the
process is having many people watch you. Try not to stress out if there are a lot of people
checking out your progress. Keep your focus. It definitely helps align the tow hitch on the
vehicle with the trailer and is another piece of information to help prevent jack-knifing, but it
doesn't help much with the overall view. You'll still want a spotter or two to help out there. Not
Helpful 8 Helpful Paul Sowa. It would be the same as a two-wheeled trailer. Just remember that
it's probably longer, and heavier. Yes; however, radical moves of the truck creates radical
moves of the trailer. Slow and easy is your best bet. Don't be in a hurry, and don't worry about
other trucks or traffic. Not Helpful 3 Helpful 7. You could leave the SUV attached, but if you want
to go places without the trailer, then unhitch it. Not Helpful 11 Helpful 3. Unanswered Questions.
How do I get out of a right side pinch? How do I back up on an angle when I can't see the trailer
in my mirror? Include your email address to get a message when this question is answered. By

using this service, some information may be shared with YouTube. Don't turn the wheel too fast
in any direction. Helpful 4 Not Helpful 0. If the trailer starts to jackknife rotate at an extreme
angle stop the vehicle immediately. Pull forward, and try again. Helpful 6 Not Helpful 1. Don't be
afraid to stop, get out, and look to see where you are. Helpful 5 Not Helpful 2. Helpful 5 Not
Helpful 3. One way to think about the movement is that your vehicle's rear wheels are the
steering wheels for the trailer imagine that the trailer has four wheels, the front steering ones
actually being the vehicle's rear wheels. So, to make your trailer move in the right direction, you
need to have the angle between the trailer wheels and the vehicle's rear wheels correct.
Therefore, first use the vehicle's steering wheels to get the trailer and the vehicle's rear wheels
at the right angle by turning the steering wheel the "wrong" way , then you can reverse in the
direction you really want to go. Helpful 5 Not Helpful 4. Helpful 1 Not Helpful 0. Go slow! If
something unexpected happens, stop the vehicle and figure out what needs to be done before
taking any action. Helpful 1 Not Helpful 1. It's a lot easier to back up in a nearly straight line,
adding small corrections. Avoid trying to back into a spot by starting with a sharp 90 degree
turn. If possible, pull into the space across the road to get a straighter shot. If there is room,
swing wide and pull well up ahead to get a straighter shot. Stop immediately if you are heading
in a direction you do not want to go, pull forward, and try again. Helpful 0 Not Helpful 2. Related
wikiHows How to. How to. Co-authors: Updated: November 26, Categories: Trailers. Article
Summary X To back up a trailer, place one hand on the steering wheel and turn your body and
head to look behind you. Nederlands: Achteruit rijden met een aanhangwagen. Thanks to all
authors for creating a page that has been read , times. I bought it Saturday with a zero turn 61
inch lawn mower. Both proved challenging initially. As a female, I was determined to follow your
directions and do it on my own. It took about 20 minutes. Patience was the primary reason I was
able to park the trailer perfectly in my turn-around. I also know not having an audience helped.
It's 2 a. Jan Dunwoodie Jan 31, It is helpful to know the theory behind what to do rather than
grabbing the steering wheel and turning it hopefully one way and another and ending up with a
jack-knife. Now I have some idea I can practice and 'get the feel' before I actually need to put the
trailer away in the garage myself. Anonymous Jul 28, The video with the wheel barrel metaphor to move the trailer, move the body the opposite. Anonymous Nov 16, I like that it had diagrams
as well. Would help to make it more concrete for others if the diagrams also showed wheel
positioning. Loved the reminder tips as well. Well put together. Anonymous Nov 9, With an
ounce of luck and a good reread of this informative article, I might avoid another. Anonymous
Apr 8, MaryAnn Fennell Apr 10, Pulling the RV approx. Sue Daniel Jul 1, But we are still
camping! Shari Barnes Jun 21, I now understand that the truck back wheels are steering the
trailer. Jack Anderson Aug 24, Paula Melcher Apr 19, I have never backed anything. Now I
believe that I can. Queen Hunter Aug 10, Thank you! Rated this article:. Anonymous Jul 30,
Robert Gorman Nov 14, I like the idea of "hand at the bottom of the wheel". Anonymous Aug 29,
Peter H. Jul 31, Thank you. Keith Hughes Apr 28, Gaffar Siregar Jun 29, Anonymous Jul 1, John
Mataga Aug 4, Buddy Johnson Mar 11, Anonymous Mar 26, Mike Skidmore Jul 13, Anonymous
Apr 25, More reader stories Hide reader stories. Did this article help you? Cookies make
wikiHow better. By continuing to use our site, you agree to our cookie policy. About This Article
Co-authors: Robin Wheeler May 11, Share yours! More success stories Hide success stories.
Related Articles How to. By signing up you are agreeing to receive emails according to our
privacy policy. Follow Us. X Help us do more We've been helping billions of people around the
world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade. Let's do this! Installing a
backup camera on your Jayco RV can help ensure the occurrence of accidents while
conducting reverse maneuvers decreases. There are numerous reasons as to why you need a
backup camera. For one, it can be very difficult to reverse due to the limited visibility the design
of an RV brings. Chances are certain small objects would be hard to see when you are
reversing. This is the reason why it is important to put a backup camera system in your Jayco
RV. Installing an RV backup system camera is easier than most people think. This article aims
to break down how to install a backup camera system for your Jayco RV and the correct
procedure involves. Let us begin. Regardless of the camera you select, the process involved is
usually the same. First off, you have to decide on the type of back up camera that suits your
needs. There are numerous backup camera types available for selection depending on your
rearview camera needs. You can select between hard-wired models which are more reliable or
Wi-Fi models which link to a screen. There is even a wide range of high-quality original
equipment manufacturer backup camera systems which can offer a great experience. If you are
also interested, it is possible to purchase some of the more complex integrated DVR and safety
equipment as part of your backup camera setup. While these integrated complicated options
will cost you a bit more money in the long run, they offer a great benefit particularly when it is
time to register for insurance. Additionally, you can be sure that you and your party are safe on

your RV travels. The next step would be to purchase the backup camera system of your choice,
follow the instruction and prepare your work area. For OEM backup camera systems or systems
like it, you must get the appropriate model. Before buying any backup camera system, you must
have a look at the pre-wired bracket on your Jayco RV. Usually, the brand name of the backup
camera system would be printed on there. Typically, there are 2 major backup camera name
brands that are used by Jayco RVs, travel trailer and fifth-wheels. The most popular brand is
Furrion with Voyager being the second most used brand. If your RV is already pre-wired it will
be best to get a backup camera system that matches your RV. If your Jayco RV model is not
pre-wired there are somethings you will have to do. Depending on how you want the camera
feed to be viewed, you might have to install your chosen monitor somewhere on the dash or
pick a new location for it in the cab. It might also be necessary to take off your rearview mirror
to install the new one that has a display in it. This enables you to wire your backup camera
system or install the Wi-Fi interface. Once that is done, you will have to run cables such as the
video feed, trigger wire, or power, however, the number and type of cables you run are
dependent on the monitor and configuration your select. As soon as this is done, you can
concentrate on mounting and installing your chosen backup camera system. When doing this,
you should consider how you intend on powering the camera. This could be done by
connecting it to the reverse light power which is the most popular system, however, it does not
offer much in terms of weather resistance. You could also choose to power it using a
connection right in the cab. There are 2 considerations one must think about when prepping
your RV backup camera system. As stated earlier, you have two choices when it comes to the
installation of your RV backup camera system. You have the wireless installation and the wired
camera installation. If you decide to select the wired installation, you will be required to drill a
hole into the back wall of the Jayco RV. This is only necessary if your RV is not pre-wired for a
backup camera system. Once the hole has been drilled, you will need to insert your cable into
the hole. Ensure that it sealed in by using a rubber RV roof repair tape. Doing this ensures that
the cable link runs right through the chassis rail that is below the RV. The end of the cable can
be connected to the instrument display if the instrument display is connected in the front panel.
It might be necessary to also connect a cable to provide power to your backup camera system.
At this point, you will have to head to the back of your Jayco RV to ensure that there is an
appropriately installed bracket ready to help mount the camera. If necessary, you should make
adjustments to the camera to ensure that you have great video visibility from the camera. This
is because a wireless backup camera system offers convenience. You will have to drill a hole so
that you can connect your power cable. Before linking the power cable with the dashboard,
however, you should insert tubing to help cover any areas of the cable that was spliced. This
ensures that it is waterproof and is not an electrical hazard. For added safety use shrinkable
tubing which can wrap the joint snuggly when heated. Once the above is done, you should
install the camera near the license plate. Push the camera through the hole that is located just
above the license plate. The power cable should then go just behind the bumper, enabling it to
be linked to the power harness. One thing to remember is that the connections have to be
connected to their kind. This means that the positive and negative wires have to be connected
to their likes on the other side. To test your camera and the monitor system, use the power
cable on the cigarette lighter. Turn the RV on and see how the system reacts. It is at this point
that you make any adjustments till you reach a standard you are fine with the results. Once this
is done, ensure all the cables are secured using cable ties. Also, look out for any loose-fitting
connections. The last test should be to ensure that the monitor is placed correctly within the
dashboard. Com And Affiliate Sites. Terms and Conditions - Privacy Policy. About Contact Us
Affiliate Disclosure. Search Search the site The Oliver Legacy Elite is our 18' 5" single axle and
the lightest of our models. Available in the standard floor plan and comes tons of standard
options and features to choose from. Available in the standard or the twin bed floor plans.
Olivers come standard with tons of options and features. How to backup a trailer like a pro can
be a tricky business. In this article, you will find the steps and basic tips and tricks to backing
up your trailer if you are a beginner. Here are a few steps to follow that will make you a backup
like a pro. If you fail to hook up the trailer right you risk it coming off and causing a huge
accident. After getting the trailer on the ball, hook up the chain. Make sure that the chain makes
an X or across. The chains make sure that if the trailer comes off its place the chains will hold it
together until you can stop and fix the problem. Otherwise, chances are that the trailer might
take off on its own. Then always make sure that the latch on the connecting part is always
down. In the end, put the pin in place that locks the whole mechanism in place. Without it, you
risk the trailer running into your car. Normally you are used to placing your hands on the upper
part of the steering wheel. When you have a trailer attached this placement works against you.
To remedy this situation simply hold the wheel from the bottom part of the steering wheel.

Towing your trailer for the first few times can be a little bit stressful. Make sure you practice it
plenty of times so that you feel confident when you have to do it. It is okay to take it slow, do
not rush into it. If the trailer is wider than your tow vehicle you can use the fender wheel of the
truck and the fender wheel of trailer for reference. Having a camera on the back end in great but
do not rely on it too much and look for yourself to assess the situation. Therefore, you must
practice turning the trailer while backing up. While moving in a backward direction and turning
to adjust the position of the trailer, you can look out of the windows. Place your arm on the
windowpane and poke your head out and look back, keep your other hand on the bottom of the
wheel. Slowly back up and steer accordingly. Do not shy away from getting out of the car and
looking at your progress. It can be a little intimidating to do in a large crowd, where you feel like
a lot of people are watching you. It can be even more challenging when you have to back up in
the direction of the passenger seat as you cannot look out of the window. Also, it is in the
opposite direction of the vehicle you are sitting in. Focus on the rear end of the trailer and
maneuver it into the right place. Once again do not be afraid to go forward and move back in to
correct your angle. Do not worry about who is watching, keep safety your priority, relax and
reverse. It can be a great idea to have someone stand on the rear end. Someone who can
assess the situation and make sure that you know you are going in the right direction. A ground
guide can be really helpful if you are backing up on the passenger side or if you need to make a
really hard angle. You can communicate with each other in two ways. That is either you can
either shout at each other or follow simple hand gestures. The ground guide can motion with
his hands towards himself and guide you as you reverse. If they are bent towards the right side,
you need to go rearwards while steering right but if they are bent in the opposite direction you
need to go rearwards while steering left. If the ground guide is standing straight and motion to
reverse, you need to back up straight. And if they have positioned their hands in across, you
need to stop immediately. This is much easier than shouting at each other. Backing up with a
trailer can be hard and may even make you self-conscious. You need to make sure that you
have practiced the process enough times that you would not be completely unguided while
doing it in a real situation. Longer trailers are slightly easier to back up as they have a longer
response time. However shorter ones a little bit harder as their response time is faster. So, you
should practice a little more if you have a short trailer. Having practiced the task a few times will
not just make sure that you can do it well in a real situation but also raise your confidence. And
you may not even have to worry about people watching, because you already are a pro. Find out
more about towing road safety tips here. Sales: Seats up to 6 Sleeps up to 3 Dry Weight 3, lbs.
Seats up to 7 Sleeps up to 3 Dry Weight 4, lbs. Share and Enjoy! Related Blogs. Recent Blogs.
We Have Moved. If you are looking for how to backup trailer , simply check out our links below :.
Aug 24, â€” When you turn and back up, the trailer and tow vehicle will form a V shape pointing
away from the direction you are turning. As you go, the V will â€¦. Backing up a travel trailer can
be a tricky business. How To Back Up a Trailer. Jackknives are cool in the pool, not when
pulling trailers. By Tony MarkovichJune 26, All-new F â€¦. Fortunately, with a little bit of
practice, you can learn how to backup a travel trailer and become a certified pro. Jul 1, â€” I
should be a pro at backing up a trailer. During my landscape days I either let one of my crew
backup the trailer or would jimmy it â€¦. Jan 24, â€” In this article, we will walk you through the
necessary steps, tricks, and tips to properly backup your trailer like a pro. Hook Up Your Trailer
The. Save my name, email, and website in this browser for the next time I comment. If you are
looking for how to backup trailer , simply check out our links below : 1. As you go, the V will â€¦
5. All-new F â€¦ 8. Why is it so difficult to back up a trailer? During my landscape days I either let
one of my crew backup the trailer or would jimmy it â€¦ How to Backup a Trailer the Easy Way!
Post Views: The key fact to bear in mind is that the trailer will always go in the opposite
direction of the tow vehicle. This causes a great deal of confusion and is one of the main
reasons you see guys jockeying up and down the ramp with a trailer that seems to have a mind
of its own. Here's an easy way to master the maneuver:. After you shift into reverse, place your
left hand on the bottom of the steering wheel. When you move your hand to the right which
turns the steering wheel and the front tires to the left , the trailer will move to the right a. When
you move your hand to the left which turns the steering wheel and front tires to the right , the
trailer will move to the left b. It takes a little getting used to and your brain will fight you at first ,
but it works. Most beginners back up too fast. If the trailer starts to move in the wrong direction,
stop. Pull up, straighten the trailer, and start again. Trying to correct a wayward trailer will only
make matters worse. Once you master the parking lot, you're ready for the ramp. Sign Up.
Search Search. Pete Sucheski. Latest Hunting. The Gun Nuts. How to Tie the Strongest Fishing
Knot. Tips to grow your RV rental business. Tricks to find the perfect rig. In-person support no
matter where the road takes you. Pulling a travel trailer may seem like a nightmare for
first-timers. In reality, towing a trailer behind you is really quite easy. Your trailer just follows

you wherever you go! But backing up a trailer is not so easy. It can bend your mind, break your
nerve, and leave you sweating bullets. It is not the least bit intuitive until you have done it
enough times that it becomes second nature. There are a few bushes and shrubs between
Washington State and Washington DC that may beg to differ with my technique. Hopefully,
these tips will help you learn to back up like a pro and have the confidence to avoid a heart
attack in the process. The first key to successfully backing up is to simply know the basics.
This video from BW Trailer Hitches is a great intro. Though they are towing a boat in the video,
the rules apply to other types of trailers, including RVs. With your hand on the bottom of your
steering wheel, the direction you move your hand in the direction the butt end of your trailer will
go as you back up. When you turn and back up, the trailer and tow vehicle will form a V shape
pointing away from the direction you are turning. As you go, the V will get sharper and sharper
if you hnew the wheel steady. The more dramatic the turn of your wheel, the faster it will grow
sharper. Go too sharp and you can get jack-knifed, aka locked up. You want to avoid this. If you
need to straighten out, the best way to do that is to go forward, not backward. It is very difficult,
often impossible to straighten-out going backward. Ideally, aim your wheels at the axis you
want the trailer on, and go that way until you are lined up. Also, any time you feel stuck, going
forward and trying to re-set is almost always your best move. Hasty moves and fearful driving
will get you in trouble. Go slowly, and if you get yourself into a difficult situation, do the
following. Trying to figure out what you need to do while you are moving is a bad idea and will
stress you out. Breathing deliberately for a few moments is a good way to relieve stress. Focus
on your breathing for 10 seconds, then turn your attention back to the situation at hand. Most
other RV owners understand the challenges you are up against and will patiently wait for you to
get things taken care of. If you are in a less RV centered place, folks may get testy. Better they
are testy than for you to wreck your rig. Keep cool, and try not to worry about those folks. The
best kind of practice is usually hands-on practice. If you have your trailer already, drive it out to
a large open parking lot in your area when it is likely to be empty. There you can practice
backing up while turning to get a real-life feel for how it works. They may seem a little silly but
they can definitely help you prepare. The swoop is a technique that can help you get lined up
nicely to back into a parking space. Essentially, when approaching your spot, drive towards it
from as acute an angle as you can. As the nose of your vehicle is at the parking spot, swoop
away from it until the back end of your trailer is just past the parking space. It gets the butt of
your trailer in the right spot and at a superior angle. From there, you will be turning your wheel
clockwise to back up into your spot. Many RV parks will provide a friendly guide to get you
settled into your site, but not all do. Many of us rely on a companion traveler to help make sure
we can get parked without wreaking havoc. As my wife can attest, this can be a stressful
experience for everyone. Fortunately, there are ways to make it easier all around. Technology is
a wonderful thing. If you have a backup camera on your trailer, it can make life much easier.
They are not a panacea, but they let you see where the back of your trailer is going and that can
help a lot in figuring out if you are at a good angle. More and more modern trailers are being
made with backup cameras as standard equipment, but if you have a newer model or a lower
cost trailer, you will have to buy one. Kee
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p in mind that installation is not typically a simple process. Buying a camera through a dealer
that will do the installation might be best if you are not especially handy. We care about the
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