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LeSabre was based on the same platform as the Buick Park Avenue , and consequently shared
its roomy, 6-passenger spaciousness as well as a modern front-drive layout. Competitive
vehicles included its sister ship, the Oldsmobile Eighty Eight , as well as the Chrysler Concorde
and rear-wheel-drive Ford Crown Victoria. Both had two trim levels: base "Custom" for sedans
and Limited. With two trim levels, Custom and Limited, there weren't many choices for LeSabre
buyers, but that's because just about everything you could ask for is standard. Only one
powertrain was made: the hp Series II sequential-port-fuel-injected V6 and an electronically
controlled 4-speed transaxle. With an internal balance shaft, this V6 delivered V8-like
smoothness and power. ABS was standard, and traction control was available to reduce
steering wheel kickback and wheelspin. The LeSabre Limited included such amenities as a
cup-holder console, cruise control, electric trunk release, rear-window defogger, 6-way power
seats and power outside rearview mirrors and lighted interior vanity mirrors on the sun visors.
Real sports aficionados were used to specify the Gran Touring package, upgrading the tires to
in. Another option was self-sealing tires. These tires contained a gummy liquid inside that
tended to plug leaks, reducing the likelihood of a flat. Following a short run of models, the
LeSabre was redesigned as an early model in March Production lasted through July 22, This
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Universal Conquest Wiki. FandomShop Newsletter GalaxyQuest. Prior to , this position had
been retained by the full-size Buick Special model â€” The name originated with the GM Le
Sabre show car designed by Harley Earl ; that car is often mistakenly attributed to the Buick
division but in fact it was presented as a GM vehicle without reference to a specific GM division.
LeSabre is French for "the sabre ". The LeSabre nameplate made its first appearance on the Le
Sabre show car , [1] which introduced the world to aircraft-inspired design elements such as the
wrap-around windshield and tail fins. There is a V12 for the Buick LeSabre 5. In LeSabre became
the new moniker for what had previously been known as the Buick Special. The Buick LeSabre
was offered in a full line of body styles except between and when its station wagon variant was
dropped from Buick's full-size offerings. In , the LeSabre was downsized along with other GM
full-size models, and was available only in pillared coupe, sedan and wagon body styles. In
addition to being Buick's entry level vehicle, the LeSabre was consistently Buick's best selling
full-size car. From to , the LeSabre was powered by a cubic-inch V8 , which was smaller than the
cubic-inch V8 used in the more expensive Invicta and Electra models. Starting in , all LeSabre
models except the Estate Wagon shared their drivetrains with the midsize Buick models by
switching to those models' smaller-displacement V8s at least as standard equipment for the
next few years with cubic-inch displacements of â€”65 , â€”67 and â€” A large-displacement
would not reappear in a LeSabre until when a cubic-inch V8 was introduced as an option and
was offered through Beginning with the downsized models and continuing through three
subsequent generations of front-drive LeSabres introduced in , and , Buick's 3. For most years
from to , a three-speed manual transmission was standard equipment on all LeSabres but rarely
ordered. Far more popular was the Turbine Drive automatic transmission previously known as
Dynaflow along with power steering and power brakes. For and , the automatic transmission
was standard on the LeSabre and all other full-sized Buicks but in was moved back to the
option list on LeSabres. For , the Dynaflow-based Turbine Drive was replaced by two new
automatic transmissions, the two-speed Super Turbine and the three-speed Super Turbine A
four-speed manual transmission was offered as a LeSabre option from to but only a small
number of cars were so equipped. Automatic transmissions would once again reappear as
standard equipment on LeSabres in mid and continue in such form until the model line's demise
after LeSabres were rear-drive six-passenger vehicles from to station wagons through featuring
separate body-on-frame construction along with a longitudinally mounted front engine. The first
downsized generation of LeSabres introduced in retained the rear-drive and body-on-frame
construction, while the later-generation models introduced in switched to front-wheel-drive,
unit-body construction and transversely mounted engine. Convertibles were offered each year
through while two- and four-door hardtops were dropped after and only pillared body styles
were offered from to Station wagons were offered through and then dropped for several years
until being reintroduced in and continued until after which year they were moved to the revived
Roadmaster series. LeSabres come in two versions: Custom and Limited. LeSabre and all other
Buicks not only got new names, but all-new styling as well, adopting the new GM B- and C-body
used on all of the corporation's full-sized cars the larger C-body used in the Electra as well as
the Oldsmobile 98 and all Cadillacs was basically a stretched out B-body rather than a distinct
body and chassis for â€” Wheelbases increased by one inch on all models. The new styling
included slanted headlights in front along with a chromey square grille somewhat similar to the
Buick and "Delta-wing" fins back along with round taillights. The appearance was shared with
two other Buick models, the mid-level Invicta and the top model Electra. In standard form, the

engine delivered horsepower with a two-barrel carburetor and Optionally available was a
four-barrel version of the rated at horsepower. A three-speed "Triple Turbine" Dynaflow variant
was also available. Power steering and power brakes were optional and all Buicks used the
unique inch finned aluminum brake drums for improved stopping power that were originally
introduced on the Roadmaster. The LeSabre received a major facelift, the new body design
sharing only the roof and trunk lid with the model. The new Buick now sported a concave grille
and horizontal headlights centered by Buick's then-new "Tri-Shield" logo, which is still in use
today. Reintroduced to Electras and other Buicks for were the chrome " VentiPort " portholes
first introduced in and last seen in LeSabre and Invicta models had three portholes while
Electras and Electra s were "four-holers". Inside, a revised instrument panel featured
"Mirromatic", where the speedometer, odometer and any warning light indicators are reflected
from an adjustable tilt mirror inside the dashboard for comfortable viewing that would reduce
unwanted glare and reflection. A new two-spoke steering wheel with horn bars was introduced,
replacing the time-honored horn ring then still common to most automobiles. The and
horsepower cubic-inch V8s were continued from , but a new no-cost option was a horsepower
lower-compression two-barrel version of the with a lower compression ratio to permit use of
regular-grade gasoline instead of the premium fuel required with all other Buick engines.
LeSabre and all other full-sized Buicks joined by the compact Special this year were completely
restyled for featuring finless rear ends, more restrained use of chrome, and boxier sheetmetal.
Inside were revised instrument panels retaining the "Mirrormatic" speedometer and new
upholstery trims. The two-speed Turbine Drive Dynaflow automatic transmission was standard
equipment on LeSabres and all other full-sized Buicks this year, although a manual
transmission was also available. The Buick LeSabre was only moderately changed from the
previous year with bodies taking on a few extra inches to give them a longer look along with
new grilles and taillights. Two-door hardtop coupes received a new convertible-like roofline
complete with simulated bows. Under the hood, the cubic-inch V8 was replaced by the larger
cubic-inch V8 used in Invictas and Electra s. LeSabres came standard with a two-barrel
high-compression Optional at extra cost was the four-barrel horsepower which was standard on
the Invicta, Electra and the mid-year Invicta-based Wildcat coupe. Inside, interiors were mildly
revised with the "Mirrormatic" speedometer replaced by a conventional horizontal sweep unit.
The LeSabre received a major facelift with even boxier body contours than models and revised
rooflines on four-door hardtop sedans. Inside was a new instrument panel with round
instruments shared with other big Buicks and the new personal-luxury Riviera coupe. The same
assortment of cubic-inch V8s was carried over from but the three-speed manual transmission
returned as standard equipment with the two-speed Turbine Drive automatic reverted to the
option list. A new and rarely ordered option this year was a floor-mounted four-speed manual
transmission. Minor facelifting with new grille and horizontal taillights replacing the 's vertical
units highlighted the LeSabre. A somewhat better equipped "Custom" version also joined the
lineup this year, easily identifiable by its full length chrome side molding with a brushed metal
insert. The regular LeSabre had a narrow trim piece on the rear third of the body. In standard
form, the was rated at horsepower with two-barrel carburetor and 9 to 1 compression ratio for
use of regular fuel. Optionally available was a horsepower version of the same engine with
four-barrel carburetor and higher 11 to 1 compression ratio mandating the use of premium fuel.
Replacing the old Dynaflow-based two-speed automatic transmission were two new Super
Turbine automatics. The two-speed Super Turbine shared with the intermediate-sized cars was
available with the standard two-barrel V8 while the three-speed Super Turbine shared with other
big Buicks and Rivieras was standard with the four-barrel and optional with the standard engine
as well as the in the Estate Wagon. The standard transmission with the base two-barrel V8 was
a three-speed column shift manual and a four-speed manual was available as an option with
either engine. The new ST transmission carried over the variable pitch torque converter from
the Dynaflow that had been used since the mids, while the first year for the ST featured a
fixed-pitch converter. LeSabre and other full-sized Buicks were completely restyled for the
model year, featuring more rounded bodylines and Coke-bottle profiles with semi-fastback
rooflines on two-door hardtop coupes. Body styles were unchanged from except for the station
wagon, which was dropped in favor of the stretched intermediate Special-based Buick Sport
Wagon which featured a raised rear roof and glass skylight over the back seat similar to the
Oldsmobile Vista Cruiser. Starting in , the LeSabre was available in two trim levels , the base
LeSabre and the LeSabre Custom, which featured a more luxurious interior trim and also
included the convertible body style not available in the base LeSabre line. Drivetrains were
unchanged from with the horsepower two-barrel carbureted cubic-inch V8 the standard
powerplant on all models with a standard three-speed manual transmission or optional
four-speed manual or two-speed Super Turbine automatic. Available at extra cost with the new

LeSabre "" package was the horsepower cubic-inch V8 with four-barrel carburetion and The
package also included the more desirable Super Turbine "" three-speed automatic transmission
also found in Buick's higher-priced Wildcat, Electra and Riviera models. Buick's
engineâ€”transmission practice was similar to that of GM's Chevrolet Division, which at that
time only offered the two-speed Powerglide automatic with most of its engine offerings in
full-sized vehicles, requiring buyers who preferred the similar three-speed Turbo-Hydramatic
basically the same transmission under a different name to order one of the larger V8 engines.
Both Pontiac and Oldsmobile offered the Turbo Hydra-Matic on all of their full-sized cars with
any engine offering, and three-speed automatics were also the norm on big cars from GM's
medium-priced competitors such as the Chrysler Newport and Mercury Monterey , which
offered the TorqueFlite and Cruise-O-Matic transmissions, respectively. New grilles and
four-segmented taillights highlighted the facelifted LeSabre models. Also new was a revised
instrument panel with a horizontal sweep speedometer replacing the round pod instruments
and new interior door handles. Both base and Custom level series were continued. New
standard safety features included a padded instrument panel, outside driver-side rear view
mirror and backup lights. Under the hood, the cubic-inch V8 was replaced by a larger cubic-inch
V8 rated at horsepower with two-barrel carburetor and available with either a standard
three-speed manual transmission or optional two-speed automatic, but the four-speed manual
was dropped from the option list. Ordering the LeSabre option upgraded the buyer to a
horsepower with four-barrel carburetor and higher Somewhat more rounded sheet metal and a
swoopier fastback roofline for the two-door hardtop highlighted the LeSabre but chassis and
inner body were unchanged along with drivetrains. Both base and Custom-level LeSabres were
continued. New options for included front disc brakes and a stereo 8-track tape player. The
standard drum brakes were upgraded with more cooling fins and a dual-master cylinder system
was introduced. Engine and transmission offerings were unchanged from The LeSabre received
a minor facelift including new grilles and taillights along with concealed windshield wipers.
Inside was a revised instrument panel with square speedometer surrounded by other
instruments with minor trim revisions for both base and Custom models. A new cubic-inch V8
replaced the previous In standard form the V8 delivered horsepower with two-barrel carburetor
and 9 to 1 compression ratio and came with a standard three-speed manual transmission or
optional two-speed Super Turbine automatic. The "LeSabre " option package included a
horsepower four-barrel V8 with The "Switch-Pitch" torque converter used in conjunction with
the Super Turbine automatic transmission was discontinued in favor of a standard torque
converter. The LeSabre received new sheetmetal with more squared off styling than the models
including a formal roofline on coupes replacing the semi-fastback of previous years. Though
the model was extensively restyled with new sheetmetal, the basic chassis and inner body
structure were retained, along with the roofline of the four-door pillared sedans though vent
windows were dropped on all models. Headrests, previously optional, were now standard
equipment due to a federal safety mandate. The LeSabre and other Buicks also received a new
steering column mounted ignition switch relocated from the instrument panel that also locked
the steering wheel when the transmission was in Park. Also new was a variable-ratio power
steering unit along with revised front suspension geometry for improved ride and handling
under Buick's tradename of Accu-Drive. Steel rails were also built into the doors and rear
quarter panels on coupes and convertibles for improved side impact protection as was the case
with all GM B- and C-body cars. Powertrains were unchanged from with the horsepower
two-barrel V8 standard and available with a three-speed manual transmission or the two-speed
Super Turbine automatic while the LeSabre "" package once again included a horsepower
four-barrel engine and three-speed Super Turbine automatic. Only minor detail changes
including grille and taillight revisions were made to the LeSabre. New features this year
included a hidden radio antenna which amounted to two wires embedded in the windshield.
Both base and Custom models were again offered. Engines were revised with the standard
two-barrel V8 increased in horsepower from to A new option for was a low-compression
regular-fuel version of the four-barrel rated at horsepower and the high-compression premium
fuel four-barrel V8 was reworked with horsepower upped to on a Added to the lineup was a new
LeSabre line which shared interior and exterior trimmings with the LeSabre Custom and was
powered by Buick's new cubic-inch V8 with four-barrel carburetor, Transmission offerings
included a standard three-speed manual with column shift for the base two-barrel or optional
three-speed Turbo Hydra-matic automatic, which was standard equipment with the two
four-barrel engines. This transmission completely replaced the old two-speed automatic offered
with the smaller base engines in past years, while the was paired with the Turbo Hydra-matic
Buick now joined other GM divisions in marketing the automatic transmission under the Turbo
Hydra-matic trade name rather than the "Super Turbine" designation used since At the start of

the model year, variable-ratio power steering and power drum brakes were optional equipment.
Those items were made standard equipment on all LeSabres and Wildcats effective January 1,
Power front disc brakes remained an extra-cost option. For the first time since , Buick offered a
full-sized station wagon for under the Estate Wagon nameplate. The full-size cars emerged
larger and heavier than before and also ever after. The styling featured curved bodysides, long
hoods and wide expanses of glass, similar to that of Chrysler Corporation's full-sized cars, but
with a lower beltline than the Chrysler products. Semi-fastback rooflines were utilized on
two-door hardtop coupes and convertibles had a new top design to permit a full-width rear seat.
The same assortment of and cubic-inch V8s were carried over but featured lowered
compression ratios and other modifications in order to enable the use of lower-octane low-lead
or unleaded gasoline as a result of a General Motors corporate mandate. Variable-ratio power
steering and power front disc brakes were made standard equipment on all LeSabres at the
start of the model year. In March, the Turbo Hydramatic transmission became standard
equipment, and all Buick LeSabres would remain so equipped in base form until the
nameplate's final year in The new body also featured a double shell roof for improved roll-over
protection. Also new for '71 was a flow-through ventilation system utilizing vents mounted in
the trunklid shared with other full-sized GM cars and the compact Chevrolet Vega. It used the
heater fan to draw air into the car from the cowl intake, and force it out through vents in the
trunk lid or tailgate. In theory, passengers could enjoy fresh air even when the car was moving
slowly or stopped, as in heavy traffic. In practice, however, it didn't work. However, within
weeks of the models' debut, Buick and all other GM dealers received multiple complaints from
drivers who complained that the ventilation system pulled cold air into the car before the heater
could warm up and could not be turned off. The ventilation system was extensively modified for
Also new for the was an optional MaxTrac computerized traction control system. Inside was a
new wrap-around cockpit style instrument panel that placed all controls and instruments within
easy reach of the driver, along with easier serviceability with instruments and switches
accessible from the front when the faceplate was removed. The seats of a new full-foam design
with headrests more squared off than â€” Again, base and Custom model LeSabres were
offered in the same sedan and coupe bodystyles while the convertible was a Custom-only
offering. The LeSabre model line was dropped for with the larger engine now being offered as
an option on the regular base and Custom-series models. LeSabre Customs equipped with the
optional engine got a "" badge underneath the LeSabre nameplates on the front fenders instead
of the "Custom" badge normally used. A revised grille and taillights lenses were among the
styling changes for Interior trims received only slight revisions from A revised flow-through
ventilation system utilizing vents in the doorjambs replaced the troublesome system used in
with the trunklid vents. Both the and V8s were carried over from with horsepower ratings
switched the new SAE net figures based on an engine as installed in an automobile with
accessories and emission controls hooked up, rather than the gross horsepower method of
past years based upon a dynamometer rating from an engine not installed in a vehicle. With
that, the standard two-barrel V8 was rated at net horsepower compared to gross horsepower in
while the top V8 was rated at net horsepower in compared to in Engines were also revised to
meet the federal and California emission standards with California-bound cars receiving EGR
valves, which would be installed on engines of virtually all automobiles for nationwide sales in
Revised taillights were set in a larger rear bumper. Both the and V8s were revised with EGR
valves used on both federal and California-emission equipped cars. The LeSabre Custom
convertible was dropped this year leaving the short-lived Centurion as Buick's only ragtop that
year as the intermediate Skylark replaced by the Century for lost its ragtop completely after the
model year. The engine options continued largely unchanged. Four-door pillared and hardtop
sedans retained the same rooflines as but the two-door hardtop coupe featured a new roofline
with a side rear opera windows along with a small roll-down rear window. Inside, the instrument
panel was substantially revised but retained the wrap-around theme. A new and seldom ordered
option was an "Air Cushion Restraint System" which included driver- and passenger-side
airbags along with a unique four-spoke steering wheel. This option, also available on Electra s
and Rivieras as well as full-sized Oldsmobiles and Cadillacs, was not very popular and was
dropped after the model year. New integrated seat and shoulder belts were introduced this year
along with a federally mandated interlock system that required the driver and right front
passenger to buckle their seat belts in order to start the vehicle. The interlock was met with
such a major public outcry that Congress rescinded the interlock regulation in late after a few
early models were so equipped, permitting owners of all and the early models equipped with the
interlock system to legally disconnect it. The Luxus convertible also returned the ragtop to the
LeSabre line after a one-year absence and was Buick's only ragtop. Engine offerings were
revised for The two-barrel remained standard on all models with optional engines including a

four-barrel and four-barrel V8s, both carried over from with revisions to meet the emission
standards. New engine options for included a two-barrel and the Stage 1 "performance
package" which added dual exhausts, suspension upgrades and other equipment. New options
for included radial-ply tires, GM's High Energy Ignition and a "low fuel" warning light that
illuminated when the fuel tank was down to four gallons. This would be the final year for the
MaxTrac electronic traction control system as an option. The LeSabre was the first to require
use of unleaded gasoline, due to the advent of the catalytic converter. The LeSabre lineup
offered a coupe and two sedans while the LeSabre Custom lineup offered the coupe, two
sedans, and the only convertible in the Buick lineup. Engine offerings were reduced to just two:
the standard 5. The Buick LeSabre now featured a larger, cross-hatched patterned grille which
still ran the entire front of the car, dual headlights were once again set side by side instead of
individually. Turn signals were located within the front bumper. A Buick tri-shield hood
ornament was standard on the Custom Series and optional on the base series. The three-hole
'ventiports' were moved from the hood to the front fenders. Slightly larger but narrower
taillamps draped the back of the car with back-up lights positioned in the center broken up by
the license plate. Four-door pillared sedans received a new small third windows to emulate the
six-window "Colonnade" styling of GM intermediates while four-door hardtop sedans had new
opera windows. Otherwise, interior trimmings received only minor revisions. Convertible
production for both the LeSabre Custom and the Centurion convertibles were not very abundant
in the years to The rarest production in that time was the LeSabre Custom with just over 1, units
built, and the most produced was the Centurion with slightly over 5, units built. Due to this very
low production volume and the end of the full-size convertible era, this may make this series of
ragtop LeSabre Custom and Centurion Convertibles quite collectable - depending on the
vehicles' overall condition. The convertible mechanism used was called the 'scissor top' that
folded inward on itself, instead of straight back. This was featured on all GM full-size
convertibles from to Only minor styling changes highlighted the Buick LeSabre, which was the
final year for the vintage bodyshell, the unpopular and rarely-ordered driver- and
passenger-side airbag option, the V8 and hardtop bodystyles. Changes included rectangular
quad headlights placed into a unit with the turn signals set directly below and at the center was
a new classic egg-crate grille, no longer integrated with the headlights, making it more
prominent. The LeSabre was the only American full-size car with a standard V6 engine, which
was Buick's brand-new 3. The V6 was only offered on the base-level LeSabre and not mentioned
in initial Buick literature issued in September because the V6 engine was a last-minute addition
to the line. The cubic-inch V8 was the base engine on the LeSabre Custom and the cubic-inch
V8 was optional. Both V8s were optional on the base LeSabre. Unlike the full size Chevrolet and
other competing big coupes, Buick's full size LeSabre coupe was a true hardtop, with small rear
quarter windows that rolled down in addition to a larger third rear side "opera window" that was
fixed. Pontiac and Oldsmobile also offered the hardtop coupe in their lower-priced lines. The
full-sized cars were the beginning of a "corporate-wide" downsizing of vehicles in order to
improve fuel economy ratings following the energy crisis that would filter down to intermediates
in , personal-luxury cars in and compacts in with subsequent downsizings of each line of
vehicles scheduled in subsequent years. Although the Buick LeSabre was considerably smaller
on the outside, headroom, rear seat legroom and trunk space were increased over the much
larger model. The engine lineup consisted of an assortment of engines including the standard
cubic-inch Buick-built V6 and various optional powerplants including a Pontiac-built cubic-inch
V8, cubic-inch V8s built by both Buick and Oldsmobile, and an Oldsmobile cubic-inch V8. The
pillarless hardtop body styles were no longer available. Following a major downsizing and
redesign, the Buick LeSabre received only minor changes including new grillework. Only minor
changes including new grille and rear taillight patterns highlighted the LeSabre aside from the
top-level LeSabre Custom of previous years being renamed the LeSabre Limited. The LeSabre
Sport Coupe continued with the turbocharged V6 as standard equipment and a new option for
this model only were Strato bucket seats with center console. This would be the final year for
the Pontiac and Oldsmobile V8s on the option list. The cars were also a bit lighter in weight for
improved fuel economy along with the slightly more aerodynamic sheet metal which made the
models look a little bigger than their â€”79 counterparts but overall dimensions changed very
little. Engine offerings were shuffled a bit for with the standard Buick V6 and optional V8 carried
over from , with the Buick making its last appearance this year. The LeSabre Sport Coupe
continued with the four-barrel turbocharged V6 as its standard and only available powerplant.
The Sport Coupe was dropped from the line after along with the Turbo V6 engine due to slow
sales, but the Turbo V6 continued on the Regal and Riviera. Following the demise of the Buick
V8 after this year, Buick would only build V6 engines as a result of GM's emerging corporate
engine policy dictating types of engines built by various divisions for use throughout the

corporate lineup. According to the plan, Buick would build V6 engines, Pontiac would
manufacture four-cylinder powerplants, Chevrolet would build four-cylinder, V6 and V8 engines,
and V8s for larger and higher-priced cars would be sourced from Oldsmobile and Cadillac. This
meant that from onward, V8-powered Buicks would feature Oldsmobile engines, both gasoline
and diesel. Only minor grille and trim changes highlighted the LeSabre, still offered in base and
Limited models. The modified grille now had five rather than four rows of openings. All gasoline
engines received GM's "Computer Command Control" system to control fuel mixture, spark
advance, and emissions controls. New this year was a Turbo Hydra-Matic 4-R four-speed
automatic overdrive transmission paired with the gasoline V8 engine for improved highway fuel
economy. Few changes were made for the Buick LeSabre for other than revised grilles and trim
items. The base LeSabre sedan and coupe models were dropped for with the LeSabre Custom
now the entry-level model and paired with the upscale LeSabre Limited models in both coupe
and sedan models. Engine offerings in these two years included the standard Buick V6 or
optional V6, or optional Oldsmobile gasoline or Diesel V8s. New grilles and wider and lower
taillights were among the appearance changes for the Buick LeSabre, still offered in Custom
and Limited models. The V6 was dropped from the option list but all other engines returned
including the V6 standard on coupes and sedans , or optional Oldsmobile gasoline V8 standard
on wagons, optional on sedans and coupes and Oldsmobile Diesel V8 optional all models. It
was also the last LeSabre sedan and coupe to feature body-on-frame construction, V8 power
and Buick's traditional all-coil suspension the â€”96 Roadmaster sedans would also be similarly
built. Engine offerings included the standard V6 sedans and coupes or optional Olds V8 which
came as standard in the wagons and Oldsmobile diesel V8 available in all models. The LeSabre
was introduced on the new front wheel drive H platform , after departing from rear wheel drive
on the GM B platform. Joining the LeSabre on the H-body included the Oldsmobile Delta 88 and
the Pontiac Bonneville , which returned to full-size after a short-lived run as a mid-size on the G
platform. One of the features of the LeSabre version of the H-body was a reverse clamshell
hood - one that is hinged at the front in the same fashion as that of the Buick Electra and
Chevrolet Corvette of that era instead of at the back near the cowl and windshield. The all new
styling and implementation of front wheel drive ushered in a new era for the LeSabre, being of a
flush aerodynamic design. The most radical change may have been the removal of Buick's long
standing Ventiports from the front fenders. Most Buick LeSabre models from this generation
were powered by Buick's 3. The model, however, featured the 3. Each year yielded slightly
different design changes. In the 3. The LeSabre Grand National is among the rarest of all Buicks
ever made, with production numbers of less than units. It was only available in black with gray
interior. Beginning in and continuing for several years, the Buick LeSabre received accolades
from J. Power as one of the highest rated automobiles in customer satisfaction based on
factors such as quality and reliability. This generation saw the installation of Dynaride, which
was an air compressor that would pressurize the rear Chapman Struts to maintain a level overall
ride height. A badge was installed on the dashboard to the left of the steering column on all
vehicles equipped. It was not available on vehicles equipped with Gran Touring Suspension.
This LeSabre was introduced in for the model year, and was redesigned along the same lines as
the previous year's Park Avenue. The LeSabre was available only as a four-door " family -style"
sedan from this point forward until the car was discontinued in The headlights were streamlined
with a separated amber turn signal strip wrapping around the lower front fascia. The rear fascia
featured a wider trunk mouth and lower lift over height to ease loading baggage while the front
was smoothed with simplified chrome molding and absent bumperettes. The LeSabre also
featured GM's plastic body technologies, with high-stress plastic replacing traditional steel in
the front fenders. The LeSabre was offered in two trim levels. The Custom trim level was the
base level. The Limited was the premium trim level featuring alloy wheels, front hood ornament,
and fold down access panels in the rear seat to access the trunk. The car had an gallon fuel
tank, Anti-lock brakes , and a power radio antenna located in the rear passenger side quarter
panel. Instrumentation included gas gauge, speedometer, and gear indicator. Optional
instrumentation included a tachometer and temperature, oil pressure, and charging voltage
gauges. In , a special edition LeSabre was sold to commemorate Buick's 90th anniversary. In
addition to Custom trim level standard equipment, this model included "90th Anniversary"
badging, cassette player, cruise control, rear window defogger, power driver's seat, carpeted
floor mats, exterior pinstripes, and choice of wire or aluminum wheel covers. The LeSabre was
facelifted for , moving the turn signal indicators to the front bumper instead of the headlamp
assembly. A new gauge cluster with a tachometer appeared. The front fenders switched from
the composite material to a more conventional galvanized steel substrate. Other minor changes
also took effect, including a different grille, different rear backup lights and different trim. The
overall effect of these changes was that the models looked a little slimmer than their

predecessors. Despite the redesign of the exterior, one automotive magazine article around said
the interior was "something" meaning it was rather old-fashioned for a car from the mid-late s.
The LeSabre was introduced in March Some of the changes with the redesign included a new
grille that did not open with the hood, and slightly smaller exterior dimensions. Despite its
somewhat smaller exterior size, it still offered similar interior room and more trunk space than
the previous model. A pollen filter was installed with this generation, and was accessed from
inside the engine compartment on the passenger side against the firewall. Custom and Limited
trim levels continued to be offered. In , a Celebration Edition package was added in recognition
of Buick's centennial. The Celebration Edition featured all the standard equipment of the
Limited with a choice pearlescent White Diamond or Crimson Pearl tricoat paint schemes, a
blacked-out grille, 16" chrome wheels, and special badging. Other features optional or standard
on the LeSabre included Stabilitrak, OnStar , EyeCue heads-up display, all-weather traction
control, automatic load-leveling, side airbags, tire pressure monitoring system, heated seats,
dual-zone climate control, and RainSense automatic windshield wipers. Although created to
commemorate Buick's centennial in , the package remained available in and The standard, and
only available, engine for the eighth-generation LeSabre was the 3. The LeSabre was America's
best-selling full- size car when it was discontinued at the end of the model year. It was replaced
in by the Lucerne , Buick's newly designed flagship. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.
This article needs additional citations for verification. Please help improve this article by adding
citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. American
full-size car. For other uses, see LeSabre disambiguation. Motor vehicle. FR layout â€”
Front-engine, front-wheel drive â€” Standard Catalog of Buick, 3rd ed. Archived from the
original on Retrieved Automotive News. Archived from the original on 17 May Retrieved 17 May
Buick vehicles. Established in , a division of General Motors since GL6 GL8. Category
Commons. Hidden categories: Articles needing additional references from April All articles
needing additional references Articles with short description Short description is different from
Wikidata All articles with unsourced statements Articles with unsourced statements from
October Articles with unsourced statements from November Articles with unsourced
statements from May Commons category link from Wikidata. Namespaces Article Talk. Views
Read Edit View history. Help Learn to edit Community portal Recent changes Upload file.
Download as PDF Printable version. Wikimedia Commons. Flint, Michigan , United States.
Transverse front-engine, front-wheel drive. Oldsmobile 88 Pontiac Bonneville. G platform [7].
Wikimedia Commons has media related to Buick LeSabre. Full-size station wagon. Park Avenue.
Roadmaster Estate. Subcompact crossover. Compact crossover. Mid-size crossover. Full-size
crossover. For many years, the LeSabre was considered the entry level full-size Buick, carrying
the lowest base price in the Buick lineup. Prior to , that position had been held by the full-size
Buick Special model; in the LeSabre replaced the Special, a nameplate that was reintroduced in
for Buick's line of compact cars. The LeSabre nameplate made its first appearance on the Le
Sabre show car, which introduced the world to aircraft-inspired design elements such as the
wrap-around windshield and tail fins. There is a V8 for the Buick LeSabre 5. In LeSabre became
the new moniker for what had previously been known as the Buick Special. The Buick LeSabre
was offered in a full line of body styles except between when its station wagon variant was
dropped from Buick's full-size offerings. In , the LeSabre was downsized along with other GM
full-size models, and was available only in pillared coupe, sedan and wagon body styles. In
addition to being Buick's entry level vehicle, the LeSabre was consistently Buick's best selling
full-size car. From to , the LeSabre was powered by a cubic-inch V8, which was smaller than the
cubic-inch V8 used in the more expensive Invicta and Electra models. The , which was
previously used in all Buicks in and , was rated at horsepower kW in standard form with an
"economy" horsepower kW version offered as a "no cost" option in and an optional power-pack
version with four-barrel carburetor and dual exhausts that was rated at horsepower kW. For ,
the LeSabre came standard with a two-barrel carbureted version of the V8 rated at horsepower
kW , or a no-cost "economy" low-compression version rated at horsepower kW. Starting in , all
LeSabre models except the Estate Wagon shared their drivetrains with the mid size Buick
models by switching to those models' smaller-displacement V8s at least as standard equipment
for the next few years with cubic-inch displacements of â€”65 , â€”67 and â€” A
large-displacement would not reappear in a LeSabre until when a cubic-inch V8 was introduced
as an option and was offered through Beginning with the downsized models and continuing
through three subsequent generations of front-drive LeSabres introduced in , and , Buick's 3.
For most years from to , a three-speed manual transmission was standard equipment on all
LeSabres but rarely ordered. Far more popular was the Turbine Drive automatic transmission
previously known as Dynaflow along with power steering and power brakes. For and , the
automatic transmission was standard on the LeSabre and all other full-sized Buicks but in was

moved back to the option list on LeSabres. For , the Dynaflow-based Turbine Drive was
replaced by two new automatic transmissions, the two-speed Super Turbine and the
three-speed Super Turbine A four-speed manual transmission was offered as a LeSabre option
from to but only a small number of cars were so equipped. Automatic transmissions would once
again reappear as standard equipment on LeSabres in mid and continue in such form until the
model line's demise after LeSabres were rear-drive six-passenger vehicles from to station
wagons through featuring separate body-on-frame construction along with a longitude-mounted
front engine. The first downsized generation of LeSabres introduced in retained the rear-drive
and body-on-frame construction, while the later-generation models introduced in switched to
front-wheel-drive, unit-body construction and front transverse-mounted engine. Convertibles
were offered each year through while two- and four-door hardtops were dropped after and only
pillared body styles were offered from to Station wagons were offered through and then
dropped for several years until being reintroduced in and continued until after which year they
were moved to the revived Roadmaster series. LeSabre and all other Buicks not only got new
names, but all-new styling as well, adopting the new GM B- and C-body used on all of the
corporation's full-sized cars the larger C-body used in the Electra as well as the Oldsmobile 98
and all Cadillacs was basically a stretched out B-body rather than a distinct body and chassis
for â€” Wheelbases increased by one inch on all models. The new styling included slanted
headlights in front along with a chromey square grille somewhat similar to the Buick and
"Delta-wing" fins back along with round taillights. In standard form, the engine delivered
horsepower with a two-barrel carburetor and Optionally available was a four-barrel version of
the rated at horsepower. A three-speed "Triple Turbine" Dynaflow variant was also available.
Power steering and power brakes were optional and all Buicks used the unique inc. The
LeSabre received a minor facelift with a concave grille and horizontal headlights centered by
Buick's then-new "Tri-Shield" logo, which is still in use today. Reintroduced to Electras and
other Buicks for were the chrome "Ventiport" portholes first introduced in and last seen in
LeSabre and Invicta models had three portholes while Electras and Electra s were "four-holers".
Inside, a revised instrument panel featured a "Mirromatic" speedometer for which the lens could
be adjusted to better visibility to suit the driver. A new two-spoke steering wheel with horn bars
was introduced, replacing the time-honored horn ring then still common to most automobiles.
The and horsepower cubic-inch V8s were continued from , but a new no-cost option was a
horsepower lower-compression two-barrel version of the with a lower compression ratio to
permit use of regular-grade gasoline instead of the premium fuel required with all other Buick
engines. LeSabre and all other full-sized Buicks joined by the compact Special this year were
completely restyled for featuring finless rear ends, more restrained use of chrome, and boxier
sheetmetal. Wheelbases remained at inches 3, mm but the new cars were slightly downsized in
both length and width, and rode on a new X-frame chassis which included a conventional rear
axle and driveshaft replacing the decades-old torque tube design. Inside were revised
instrument panels retaining the "Mirrormatic" speedometer and new upholstery trims. Engines
were unchanged from previous years including the standard horsepower cubic-inch V8, no-cost
regular fuel horsepower or the four-barrel horsepower option of same engine available at extra
cost. The two-speed Turbine Drive Dynaflow automatic transmission was standard equipment
on LeSabres and all other full-sized Buicks this year, although a manual transmission was also
available. The Buick LeSabre was only moderately changed from the previous year with bodies
taking on a few extra inches to give them a longer look along with new grilles and taillights.
Two-door hardtop coupes received a new convertible-like roofline complete with simulated
bows. Under the hood, the cubic-inch V8 was replaced by the larger cubic-inch V8 used in
Invictas and Electra s. LeSabres came standard with a two-barrel high-compression Optional at
extra cost was the four-barrel horsepower which was standard on the Invicta, Electra and the
mid-year Invicta-based Wildcat coupe. Inside, interiors were mildly revised with the
"Mirrormatic" speedometer replaced by a conventional horizontal sweep unit. The LeSabre
received a major facelift with even boxier body contours than models and revised rooflines on
four-door hardtop sedans. Inside was a new instrument panel with round instruments shared
with other big Buicks and the new personal-luxury Riviera coupe. The same assortment of
cubic-inch V8s was carried over from but the three-speed manual transmission returned as
standard equipment with the two-speed Turbine Drive automatic reverted to the option list. A
new and rarely ordered option this year was a floor-mounted four-speed manual transmission.
Minor facelifting with new grille and horizontal taillights replacing the 's vertical units
highlighted the LeSabre. A somewhat better equipped "Custom" version also joined the lineup
this year, easily identifiable by its full length chrome side molding with a brushed metal insert.
The regular LeSabre had a narrow trim piece on the rear third of the body. In standard form, the
was rated at horsepower with two-barrel carburetor and 9 to 1 compression ratio for use of

regular fuel. Optionally available was a horsepower version of the same engine with four-barrel
carburetor and higher 11 to 1 compression ratio mandating the use of premium fuel. Replacing
the old Dynaflow-based two-speed automatic transmission were two new Super Turbine
automatics. The two-speed Super Turbine shared with the intermediate-sized cars was available
with the standard two-barrel V8 while the three-speed Super Turbine shared with other big
Buicks and Rivieras was standard with the four-barrel and optional with the standard engine as
well as the in the Estate Wagon. The standard transmission with the base two-barrel V8 was a
three-speed column shift manual and a four-speed manual was available as an option with
either engine. The new ST transmission carried over the variable pitch torque converter from
the Dynaflow that had been used since the mids, while the first year for the ST featured a
fixed-pitch converter. LeSabre and other full-sized Buicks were completely restyled for the
model year, featuring more rounded bodylines and Coke-bottle profiles with semi-fastback
rooflines on two-door hardtop coupes. Wheelbases remained at inches 3, mm , but a new
perimeter frame shared with other GM B-body cars replaced the "X" frame used since Body
styles were unchanged from except for the station wagon, which was dropped in favor of the
stretched intermediate Special-based Buick Sport Wagon which featured a raised rear roof and
glass skylight over the back seat similar to the Oldsmobile Vista Cruiser. Starting in , the
LeSabre was available in two trim levels, the base LeSabre and the LeSabre Custom, which
featured a more luxurious interior trim and also included the convertible body style not
available in the base LeSabre line. Drivetrains were unchanged from with the horsepower
two-barrel carbureted cubic-inch V8 the standard powerplant on all models with a standard
three-speed manual transmission or optional four-speed manual or two-speed Super Turbine
automatic. Available at extra cost with the new LeSabre "" package was the horsepower
cubic-inch V8 with four-barrel carburetion and The package also included the more desirable
Super Turbine "" three-speed automatic transmission also found in Buick's higher-priced
Wildcat, Electra and Riviera models. Buick's engineâ€”transmission practice was similar to that
of GM's Chevrolet Division, which at that time only offered the two-speed Powerglide automatic
with most of its engine offerings in full-sized cars, requiring buyers who preferred the similar
three-speed Turbo-Hydramatic basically the same transmission under a different name to order
one of the larger V8 engines. Both Pontiac and Oldsmobile offered the Turbo Hydra-Matic on all
of their full-sized cars with any engine offering, and three-speed automatics were also the norm
on big cars from GM's medium-priced competitors such as Chrysler Newport and Mercury
Monterey, which offered the TorqueFlite and Cruise-O-Matic transmissions, respectively. New
grilles and four-segmented taillights highlighted the face-lifted LeSabre models. Also new was a
revised instrument panel with a horizontal sweep speedometer replacing the round pod
instruments and new interior door handles. Both base and Custom level series were continued.
New standard safety features included a padded instrument panel, outside driver-side rear view
mirror and backup lights. Under the hood, the cubic-inch V8 was replaced by a larger cubic-inch
V8 rated at horsepower with two-barrel carburetor and available with either a standard
three-speed manual transmission or optional two-speed automatic, but the four-speed manual
was dropped from the option list. Ordering the LeSabre option upgraded the buyer to a
horsepower with four-barrel carburetor and higher Somewhat more rounded sheet metal and a
swoopier fastback roofline for the two-door hardtop highlighted the LeSabre but chassis and
inner body were unchanged along with drivetrains. Both base and Custom-level LeSabres were
continued. New options for included front disc brakes and a stereo 8-track tape player. The
standard drum brakes were upgraded with more cooling fins and a dual-master cylinder system
was introduced. The LeSabre received a minor facelift including new grilles and taillights along
with concealed windshield wipers. Inside was a revised instrument panel with square
speedometer surrounded by other instruments with minor trim revisions for both base and
Custom models. A new cubic-inch V8 replaced the previous In standard form the V8 delivered
horsepower with two-barrel carburetor and 9 to 1 compression ratio and came with a standard
three-speed manual transmission or optional two-speed Super Turbine automatic. The "LeSabre
" option package included a horsepower four-barrel V8 with The "Switch-Pitch" torque
converter used in conjunction with the Super Turbine automatic transmission was discontinued
in favor of a standard torque converter. The LeSabre received new sheetmetal with more
squared off styling than the models including a formal roofline on coupes replacing the
semi-fastback of previous years. Though the model was extensively restyled with new
sheetmetal, the basic chassis and inner body structure were retained, along with the roofline of
the four-door pillared sedans though vent windows were dropped on all models. Wheelbase
remained at inches 3, mm. Headrests, previously optional, were now standard equipment due to
a federal safety mandate. The LeSabre and other Buicks also received a new steering column
mounted ignition switch relocated from the instrument panel that also locked the steering wheel

when the transmission was in Park. Also new was a variable-ratio power steering unit along
with revised front suspension geometry for improved ride and handling under Buick's
tradename of Accu-Drive. Steel rails were also built into the doors and rear quarter panels on
coupes and convertibles for improved side impact protection as was the case with all GM Band C-body cars. Powertrains were unchanged from with the horsepower two-barrel V8
standard and available with a three-speed manual transmission or the two-speed Super Turbine
automatic while the LeSabre "" package once again included a horsepower four-barrel engine
and three-speed Super Turbine automatic. Only minor detail changes including grille and
taillight revisions were made to the LeSabre. New features this year included a hidden radio
antenna which amounted to two wires embedded in the windshield. Wheelbase was increased
by one inch to inches 3, mm , matching direct competitors such as Oldsmobile Delta 88,
Mercury Monterey and Chrysler Newport. Both base and Custom models were again offered.
Engines were revised with the standard two-barrel V8 increased in horsepower from to A new
option for was a low-compression regular-fuel version of the four-barrel rated at horsepower
and the high-compression premium fuel four-barrel V8 was reworked with horsepower upped to
on a Added to the lineup was a new LeSabre line which shared interior and exterior trimmings
with the LeSabre Custom and was powered by Buick's new cubic-inch V8 with four-barrel
carburetor, Transmission offerings included a standard three-speed manual with column shift
for the base two-barrel or optional three-speed Turbo Hydra-matic automatic, which was
standard equipment with the two four-barrel engines. This transmission completely replaced the
old two-speed automatic offered with the smaller base engines in past years, while the was
paired with the Turbo Hydra-matic Buick now joined other GM divisions in marketing the
automatic transmission under the Turbo Hydra-matic trade name rather than the "Super
Turbine" designation used since At the start of the model year, variable-ratio power steering
and power drum brakes were optional equipment. Those items were made standard equipment
on all LeSabres and Wildcats effective January 1, Power front disc brakes remained an
extra-cost option. For the first time since , Buick offered a full-sized station wagon for under the
Estate Wagon nameplate. Though it used the LeSabre's B-body, it rode on the C-body Electra 's
inch 3, mm wheelbase chassis. The full-size cars emerged larger and heavier than before and
also ever after. The styling featured curved bodysides, long hoods and wide expanses of glass,
similar to that of Chrysler Corporation's full-sized cars, but with a lower beltline than the
Chrysler products. Semi-fastback rooflines were utilized on two-door hardtop coupes and
convertibles had a new top design to permit a full-width rear seat. The same assortment of and
cubic-inch V8s were carried over but featured lowered compression ratios and other
modifications in order to enable the use of lower-octane low-lead or unleaded gasoline as a
result of a General Motors corporate mandate. Variable-ratio power steering and power front
disc brakes were made standard equipment on all LeSabres at the start of the model year. A few
months later in March, the Turbo Hydra-matic transmission became standard equipment, and all
Buick LeSabre's and would remain so equipped in base form for the next 35 years until the
marquee's final year in The new body also featured a double shell roof for improved roll-over
protection. Also new for '71 was a flow-through ventilation system utilizing vents mounted in
the trunklid shared with other full-sized GM cars and the compact Chevrolet Vega. It used the
heater fan to draw air into the car from the cowl intake, and force it out through vents in the
trunk lid or tailgate. In theory, passengers could enjoy fresh air even when the car was moving
slowly or stopped, as in heavy traffic. In practice, however, it didn't work. Within weeks of the
models' debut, however, Buickâ€”and all other GM dealersâ€”received multiple complaints from
drivers who complained the ventilation system pulled cold air into the car before the heater
could warm upâ€”and could not be shut off. The ventilation system was extensively revised for
Inside was a new wrap-around cockpit style instrument panel that placed all controls and
instruments within easy reach of the driver, along with easier servicability with instruments and
switches accessible from the front when the faceplate was removed. The seats of a new
full-foam design with headrests more squared off than Again, base and Custom model LeSabres
were offered in the same sedan and coupe bodystyles while the convertible was a Custom-only
offering. The LeSabre model line was dropped for with the larger engine now being offered as
an option on the regular base and Custom-series models. LeSabre Customs equipped with the
optional engine got a "" badge underneath the LeSabre nameplates on the front fenders instead
of the "Custom" badge normally used. A revised grille and taillights lenses were among the
styling changes for Out back, a small "BUICK" nameplate was located above the right side
taillight replacing the larger block letters spelling "B U I C K" across the lower trunklid between
the taillights in Also new for '72 was a larger 5-mph front bumper introduced a year ahead of a
federal safety mandate requiring such bumpers in Interior trims received only slight revisions
from A revised flow-through ventilation system utilizing vents in the door jambs replaced the

troublesome system used in with the trunklid vents. Both the and V8s were carried over from
with horsepower ratings switched the new SAE net figures based on an engine as installed in an
automobile with accessories and emission controls hooked up, rather than the gross
horsepower method of past years based upon a dynameter rating from an engine not installed
in a vehicle. With that, the standard two-barrel V8 was rated at net horsepower compared to
gross horsepower in while the top V8 was rated at net horsepower in compared to in Engines
were also revised to meet the federal and California emission standards with California-bound
cars receiving EGR valves, which would be installed on engines of virtually all automobiles for
nationwide sales in A larger federally mandated 5 mph front bumper and new vertical bar grille
highlighted the LeSabre along with revised taillights set in the rear bumper. Both the and V8s
were revised with EGR valves used on both federal and California-emission equipped cars. The
LeSabre Custom convertible was dropped this year leaving the short-lived Centurion as Buick's
only ragtop that year as the intermediate Skylark replaced by the Century for lost its ragtop
completely after the model year. New grilles and taillights along with a 5 mph rear bumper
highlighted the Buick LeSabre. Four-door pillared and hardtop sedans retained the same
rooflines as but the two-door hardtop coupe featured a new roofline with a side rear opera
windows. Inside, the instrument panel was substantially revised but retained the wrap-around
theme. A new and seldom ordered option was an "Air Restraint System" which included driverand passenger-side airbags along with a unique four-spoke steering wheel. This option, also
available on Electra s and Rivieras as well as full-sized Oldsmobiles and Cadilacs, was not very
popular and was dropped after the model year. New integrated seat and shoulder belts were
introduced this year along with a federally mandated interlock system that required the driver
and right front passenger to buckle their seat belts in order to start the vehicle. The interlock
was met with such a major public outcry that Congress rescinded the interlock regulation in late
after a few early models were so equipped, permitting owners of all and the early models
equipped with the interlock system to legally disconnect it. The Luxus convertible also returned
the ragtop to the LeSabre line after a one-year absence and was Buick's only ragtop. Engine
offerings were revised for The two-barrel remained standard on all models with optional engines
including a four-barrel and four-barrel V8s, both carried over from with revisions to meet the
emission standards. New engine options for included a two-barrel and the Stage 1
"performance package" which added dual exhausts, suspension upgrades and other
equipment. New options for included radial-ply tires, GM's High Energy Ignition and a "low fuel"
warning light that illuminated when the fuel tank was down to four gallons. This would be the
final year for the MaxTrac electronic traction control system as an option. The LeSabre was the
first to require use of unleaded gasoline, due to the advent of the catalytic converter. The
LeSabre lineup offered a coupe and two sedans while the LeSabre Custom lineup offered the
coupe, two sedans, and the only convertible in the Buick lineup. Engine offerings were
simplified and reduced to just two including the standard 5. Bodylines on the were somewhat
softer than the model featuring round headlights side-by-side and a cross-hatched patterned
grille that flowed across the front of the car and under the headlights. Turn signals were located
in the front bumper. A Buick tri-shield hood ornament was standard on the Custom Series and
optional on the base series. The three-hole 'ventiports' were moved from the hood to the front
fenders. Slightly larger taillamps than the 74 draped the back of the car with back-up lights
positioned in the center broken up by the license plate. Four-door pillared sedans received a
new small third windows to emulate the six-window "Colonnade" styling of GM intermediates
while four-door hardtop sedans had new opera windows. Inside, a new flat instrument panel
shared with Electra and Riviera replaced the wrap-around cockpit dash of previous years and
featured a horizontal sweep speedometer that read to only mph compared to mph in previous
years and also included kilometer readings. Otherwise, interior trimmings received only minor
revisions. Convertible production for both the LeSabre Custom and the Centurion convertibles
were not very abundant in the years to The rarest production in that time was the LeSabre
Custom with just over 1, units built, and the most produced was the Centurion with slightly over
5, units built. Due to this very low production volume and the end of the full-size convertible era,
this may make this series of ragtop LeSabre Custom and Centurion Convertibles quite
collectable - depending on the vehicles' overall condition. The convertible mechanism used was
called the 'scissor top' that folded inward on itself, instead of straight back. This was featured
on all GM full-size convertibles from to Only minor styling changes highlighted the Buick
LeSabre, which was the final year for the vintage bodyshell, the unpopular and rarely ordered
driver- and passenger-side airbag option, the V8 and hardtop bodystyles. Changes amounted to
rectangular quad headlights, eggcrate grille and turn signals located just below the headlights.
The '76 LeSabre was the only American full-size car with a standard V6 engine, which was
Buick's brand-new 3. The V6 was only offered on the base-level LeSabre and not mentioned in

initial Buick literature issued in September because the V6 engine was a last-minute addition to
the line. The cubic-inch V8 was the base engine on the LeSabre Custom and the cubic-inch V8
was optional. Both V8s were optional on the base LeSabre. The Buick LeSabre and other GM
B-body full-sized cars were considerably smaller and lighter than their predecessors to the tune
of losing pounds of weight and overall length of 10 to 15 inches mm. The full-sized cars were
the beginning of a "corporate-wide" downsizing of vehicles in order to improve fuel economy
ratings following the energy crisis that would filter down to intermediates in , personal-luxury
cars in and compacts in with subsequent downsizings of each line of vehicles scheduled in
subsequent years. Though the '77 Buick LeSabre was considerably smaller on the outside,
headroom, rear seat legroom and trunk space were increased over the much-larger model. The
engine lineup consisted of an assortment of engines including the standard cubic-inch
Buick-built V6 and various optional powerplants including a Pontiac-built cubic-inch V8,
cubic-inch V8s built by both Buick and Oldsmobile, and an Olds cubic-inch V8. Following a
major downsizing and redesign, the Buick LeSabre received only minor changes including new
grillework. Only minor changes including a new grille highlighted the LeSabre aside from the
top-level LeSabre Custom of previous years being renamed the LeSabre Limited. This would be
the final year for the Pontiac and Olds V8s on the option list. The cars were also a bit lighter in
weight for improved fuel economy along with the slightly more aerodynamic sheet metal which
made the models look a little bigger than their â€”79 counterparts but overall dimensions
changed very little. Engine offerings were shuffled a bit for with the standard Buick V6 and
optional V8 carried over from , with the Buick making its last appearance this year. Following
the demise of the Buick V8 after this year, Buick would only build V6 engines as a result of GM's
emerging corporate engine policy dictating types of engines built by various divisions for use
throughout the corporate lineup. According to the plan, Buick would build V6 engines, Pontiac
would manufacture four-cylinder powerplants, Chevrolet would build four-cylinder, V6 and V8
engines, and V8s for larger and higher-priced cars would be sourced from Oldsmobile and
Cadillac. This meant that from onward, V8-powered Buicks would feature Olds engines, both
gasoline and diesel. Only minor grille and trim changes highlighted the LeSabre, still offered in
base and Limited models. The modified grille now had five rather than four rows of openings.
All gasoline engines received GM's "Computer Command Control" system to control fuel
mixture, spark advance, and emissions controls. New this year was a Turbo Hydra-Matic 4-R
four-speed automatic overdrive transmission paired with the gasoline V8 engine for improved
highway fuel economy. Very few changes were made for the Buick LeSabre for model years and
other than revised grilles and trim items. Engine offerings in these two years included the
standard Buick V6 or optional V6, or optional Oldsmobile gasoline or diesel V8s. New grilles and
wider and lower taillights were among the appearance changes for the Buick LeSabre, still
offered in Custom and Limited models. Production of this generation continued until in Estate
Wagon form, as well as some reportedly found as hearse conversions. This wiki. This wiki All
wikis. Sign In Don't have an account? Start a Wiki. First Generation Buick LeSabre. Third
Generation Buick LeSabre. Fifth Generation Buick LeSabre. Categories :. Universal Conquest
Wiki. FandomShop Newsletter GalaxyQuest. The Buick LeSabre is a full-size car made by Buick.
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criticized this vehicle while on his American trip special, commenting this vehicle as "It was
rubbish when it was new, it was built by idiots, and it's rubbish now! If the vehicle is sold in
other markets worldwide, then this is the section to mention that information. Refer to any
pop-culture tidbits about the vehicle in this section. General Motors Company. Please include
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