Vw bug starter problems

Loose mounting bolt s. A click from the solenoid when you're trying to start. Slow cranking.
Won't start when hot. A rriiiip sound as the starter spins. No click, no start. First and foremost,
make sure both of the mounting bolts are tight. The upper one is also the top right engine
mounting bolt. It should have a square or half-moon head to prevent it from turning when you
are tightening the nut on the other side of the firewall. If a PO has replaced this bolt with a
hex-head one, you will probably have a hard time keeping it from turning when you're tightening
it. Best plan -- get the proper bold and save yourself lots of headaches and bruised arms! This
is very important - a note in the "Idiot Book" says, ""If this bolt is loose your starter will stick. A
"Big Click" when you're attempting to start. The electrical path for the solenoid is from battery
in the back, to the key and back to the solenoid - a long path with several connectors on the
way, so poor connections or a broken electrical section of the key mechanism can cause this.
The electrical section for the key is replaceable. If you can short the heavy wire on the starter to
the thin wire connector with another length of wire this is what turning the key does and the car
starter works OK, then it's probably in the key or the wiring to the key car in neutral and hand
brake on HARD for this test - you have to crawl under the car to get at the starter. Two of them
do indeed connect to the ignition switch; the third is an extension of the large bolt to which the
wire from the battery connects. Naturally I had the wire from the ignition switch connected to
the wrong spade connector on the solenoid. It tells you power is getting to the solenoid. At that
point the decision tree branches. Either the contact bar in the solenoid is worn or corroded or
otherwise damaged so that it is not capable of doing its job which is to connect the battery to
the starter or the solenoid isn't getting enough power to press the contact bar closed. There are
some variations on this theme but they have different signatures. The above should make it
pretty clear that diagnosis is based on a complete understanding of how the system operates. It
should also serve to illustrate that diagnosis reflects a decision tree. Aside - If you'll examine
the workshop manual for any modern vehicle you find it is largely devoted to depictions of the
diagnostic decision tree in schematic format. You'll also see that virtually no space is given to
telling you HOW to do the mechanical aspects of the repair. Instead, they tell you how to do the
various diagnostic tests. The hard part is knowing what to wrench and you can only learn that
by starting with the basics and working your way up. The Big Click sez the problem is either in
the solenoid or that insufficient power is getting to the solenoid. We can test for the latter by
using a jumper cable from the battery lead to the spade lug on the solenoid, thereby eliminating
about twenty feet of wiring and the possibility of a bad ignition switch. But let me tell you right
now this is a very dangerous test. It should only be done when the vehicle is supported on
jackstands. Because the engine is liable to start. And if it does, it's liable to run over your ass.
So leave the key OFF. That will prevent power from going to the ignition circuit. Better yet, pull
the HV lead out of the coil. Then do the test. If you don't know which lead goes to the battery,
use your manual to figure it out. And if your solenoid is the later model with the two spade lugs,
figure out which one goes to the ignition switch. Make a jumper with a female spade-lug
connector one one end and an alligator clip on the other. Detach the starter-switch lead from the
solenoid and replace it with the female spade-lug on the jumper. Do NOT touch the copper stud
nor the nut. The arc is enough to damage the threads of the stud and will bugger the nut when
you try to remove it. Note: DON'T use that ohsokewl trick of shorting the terminals with a
screwdriver! Yeah, it works. It also damages the terminals as well as the screwdriver. IF the
jumper test causes the starter to engage and to crank the engine, then the problem is in the
wiring or the ignition switch, with the higher probability for the latter. If the jumper test didn't
help then you've narrowed the problem down to the solenoid. Fortunately, the fix is pretty
simple. Start by removing the battery from the vehicle, then remove the starter, dismantle the
solenoid and file the contactor and contacts smooth. You'll need to unsolder a couple of leads
to dismantle the solenoid. Use a bit of Solder Wick to get the solder out of the holes. Next time
you go to replace the battery cable on the starter, you may discover that the threads on the
solenoid are buggered all to hell; the nut won't come off or it shears the copper stud. You can't
get a die onto them, even if you had the proper die [which you don't] and you can't remove the
old cable. You have to remove the entire starter and chase the damaged threads with a
sixty-degree vee-file [see a set of Swiss pattern-maker's files]. That is, assuming the threads
aren't buggered too badly. But if you've done that ohsokewl Idiot Trick more than a couple of
times, forget it -- you'll have to buy a new solenoid. Swell idea, eh? In the same vein, DON'T go
pounding on the solenoid with a hammer. Yeah, this also works. And damages the solenoid in
the process. The usual reason for a solenoid to stick is due to rust on the plunger. The odds are
about And of course, you'll only hear about the successful tries. Slow cranking is usually a sign
that the battery is getting weak. Please see our article on Fault-Finding the VW Electrical
Charging System ; this should help you track these faults if you have a voltmeter or multimeter.
The engine won't start when it's hot. The engine not starting when it's hot but you hear a click is

usually caused by the throw-out solenoid getting sticky with age and lack of lubrication. This
solenoid forces the starter gear on to the flywheel and also provides the main electrical
connection inside the starter motor. If it fails to start, but a tap from a hammer on the solenoid
results in it working again, a sticking solenoid is most likely. You can buy new solenoids. A
rriiiip sound as the starter spins but doesn't turn the engine. This is an engine-out fix - the
flywheel needs to be replaced easy to do once the engine is out of the car. This problem isn't
common in VWs, but it can happen. No click, or start - but only sometimes The electrical section
for the key is replacable. If you can short the heavy wire on the starter to the thin wire connector
with another length of wire this is what turning the key does and the car starter works OK, then
it's probably in the key or the wiring to the key. The starter can be repaired by anyone handy
with tools - there's nothing "special" about it. The only part which needs an auto electrician is
the spinning part itelf - if that is worn or has a broken coil section, it needs an auto electrician to
fix it but it's easily replaced as a whole component. Someone wrote that he often had to hit the
starter with a hammer to get it moving. He removed the starter and found that it was filthy. Rob
wrote - A cleanout will certainly help. Do NOT try to clean it with sand paper etc - the right way
is to get it machined and the plastic separators between the segments scraped lower so the
brushes get good contact with the copper segments. The throwout shaft should be clean but
not lubricated or it will tend to gather dirt and stick. If you can regrease the bearings does it
have ball bearings? Design by Erin. Starting Problems. One of the most common laments we
hear is, "My Bug won't start! What's the matter!? Is a good hot spark getting from the battery to
the coil and on to the distributor, through the points, rotor, ignition wires and spark plugs, and
into the cylinders at the right time? Problems in any of the above areas related to "fuel and
spark" can result in an engine that won't start. This list is probably not all inclusive. The battery
may be dead. This is the single most likely cause of the starter motor not running and therefore
the engine not running. The starter solenoid may be faulty. If the starter clicks but doesn't turn
especially in hot weather , and if it can be freed up with by tapping the solenoid with a hammer
and then trying the starter successfully, the solenoid is sticking. The ignition switch may faulty.
The electrical path for the starter runs from the battery up to the ignition switch and them back
to the starter. Any fault in the ignition switch may prevent the solenoid from getting power to
operate the starter. If the starter turns fine when the thin wire on the solenoid is shorted to the
thick red wire, then you can suspect the ignition switch. See our article on Ignition Switch
Replacement. Adapted from a "Sermon" by Bob Hoover. Also includes input from "Speedy" Jim.
Both used with permission. Condition: Upon turning the key, you get a "click-clunk" from the
starter solenoid, and that's all. No starter motor rotation, no engine rotation, nothing. It tells you
power is getting to the solenoid. At that point the decision tree branches. Either the contact bar
in the solenoid is worn or corroded or otherwise damaged so that it is not capable of doing its
job which is to connect the battery to the starter or the solenoid isn't getting enough power to
press the contact bar closed. There are some variations on this theme but they have different
signatures. The Big Click sez the problem is either in the solenoid or that insufficient power is
getting to the solenoid. We can test for the latter by using a jumper cable from the battery lead
to the spade lug on the solenoid, thereby eliminating about twenty feet of wiring and the
possibility of a bad ignition switch. But let me tell you right now this is a very dangerous test. It
should only be done when the vehicle is supported on jackstands. Because the engine is liable
to start. And if it does, it's liable to run over your ass. So leave the key OFF. That will prevent
power from going to the ignition circuit. Better yet, pull the HV lead out of the coil. Then do the
test. If you don't know which lead goes to the battery, use your manual to figure it out. And if
your solenoid is the later model with the two spade lugs, figure out which one goes to the
ignition switch. Two of them are really on; with of them is connected to the ignition switch. The
third spade connector seems to be an extension of the large bolt to which the wire from the
battery connects. Of course this is the connector that's looking at you with the starter installed,
which would lead you to believe that it's the connector for the ignition wire - it's not. The starter
test can be done by placing a screwdriver between the battery and ignition wire connections on
the solenoid. This is very awkward to do - the car has to be raised and the right rear wheel
removed to provide access, and you have to crawl under the car to get to the solenoid
terminals. We do NOT recommend this method. Yeah, it works. It also damages the terminals as
well as the screwdriver. There are two safer ways to do this. One is to detach the starter-switch
lead from the solenoid and replace it with a jumper having a female spade-lug connector on one
end and an alligator clip on the other. Do NOT touch the copper stud nor the nut. The arc is
enough to damage the threads of the stud and will bugger the nut when you try to remove it.
This method is as follows -. Make a jumper with an alligator clip on one end and any kind of
fitting on the other. If all you get is a "click-clunk," put a test light on the big stud on the starter
solenoid - the stud where the battery cable attaches. Put the tester right on the stud, not the

cable end. Ground the other lead of the test light. If the jumper test causes the starter to engage
and to crank the engine then the problem is in the wiring or the ignition switch, with the higher
probability for the latter. If the jumper test didn't help then you've narrowed the problem down
to the solenoid. Fortunately, the fix is pretty simple. Start by removing the battery from the
vehicle, then remove the starter, dismantle the solenoid and file the contactor and contacts
smooth. You'll need to unsolder a couple of leads to dismantle the solenoid. Use a bit of Solder
Wick to get the solder out of the holes. The usual reason for a solenoid to stick is due to rust on
the plunger. DON'T go pounding on the solenoid with a hammer! Yeah, this also works. And
damages the solenoid in the process. The odds are about And of course, you'll only hear about
the successful tries. Otherwise it will have to be replaced. The starter motor may be faulty. See
the Starter Motor Test. This condition may be the result of either no fuel or no spark -- or both. A
rotating engine that will not start is mostly likely not receiving fuel and or spark at the point of
ignition -- in the cylinders. Possible causes of this are Faulty fuel pump. Clogged fuel filter. See
our Fuel Filter Service Procedure. Sticking float needle valve in the carburetor. See discussion
of Our Experience with this subject. Note: More detail regarding testing for spark is given at
Electrical Troubleshooting. Following are a few quick checks to fault-find the electrical system
and find the cause of no spark at the point of ignition. First some system description -. That's
the wire that supplies power to the car. Another red wire is joined to this one on the front of the
regulator and runs forward to the light switch which is used by VW as a junction box. Have a
look at the light switch from inside the luggage area - the red wire from the voltage regulator
comes in from the left side of the car. It then splits into two red wires on the light switch, one
runs directly to the fuse panel for "ignition off" power for interior light, etc. Note: A very useful
tool here is a volt test globe. This is just a volt bulb in a 18" long or so wire with an alligator clip
on end and any kind of a metal attachment -- a pointy thing -- on the other. It doubles as both a
static timer and a volt tester. The tool is available commercially or you can make your own. It's a
tool you will use often. A positive test here verifies that the battery strap has a good connection
with the body. Now test between the joined red wire at the front of the regulator and ground the
body. If you do not have power at this point, check the battery terminal and red lead attached to
that. Now that you know you have power at the voltage regulator, go to the luggage
compartment and test between the OTHER end of the red wire on the light switch the one from
the left side of the car , and ground. Now test between the other two red leads on the switch,
and ground. If you have power all the way up to this point, you should be able to turn on lights,
horn, interior light, brake lights, etc. Now you need to make sure you have 12 volts to the
ignition system, so grab your tester and perform the following tests -. With the ignition switched
on, connect connect the clip on the tester to any convenient engine case component or the
tinware and touch the tip of the tester on the black wire terminal on the coil. The bulb in the
tester should be glowing. If so, the coil is getting power like it should. If not, you'll have to find
out why not before you can go any further. If you have power to the coil, then check that the
points open as you rotate the crankshaft by hand -- with a 19mm wrench spanner on the
generator nut. If the points don't open you'll never get a spark it's the points opening which
creates the voltage spike through the coil to produce the spark. If the points are opening, then
the next test is to pull the heavy wire that goes from the coil to the center of the distributor off of
the distributor, leaving the other end on the coil. Grasp the the wire with with insulated pliers an
volt shock is no fun! Now get someone to crank the engine using the key - you should see a
series of sparks jump the gap between the end of the wire and the ground. If you see good, hot,
bright sparks, then the coil is good; if not, you'll have to replace the coil. Now check the plug
wires. Reconnect the center wire into the distributor and pull each plug wire off the plug in turn
and try the spark test as above. You'll get fewer sparks one forth as many for each cylinder
compared to the distributor center wire but should still get them. You can use a spare spark
plug for this test if you like -- rest the outer side on the engine metal and connect the plug wire
to the top of the plug. If you have sparks at the plugs, then you know you have no problem
there. If you have sparks from the coil, and if the points are operating properly, then either the
plugs or the plug wires that are at fault. If you have fuel at the point of ignition as determined
above , power to the coil, to the distributor, through the points and through the wires to the
spark plugs, and if the plugs are firing as they should, the engine should be ready to start. Run
the Tune-Up Procedures to further track down the problem. Possible causes: The battery may
be low. A faulty battery shows its colors when the weather is cold. The automatic choke may be
defective or incorrectly adjusted. If you can sometimes get the engine started after pumping the
throttle a number of times using the accelerator pump to add fuel to the carby throat , then the
choke is suspect. See our Automatic Choke Adjustment Procedure. Some hot starting
techniques: If the carburetor is flooding, the hot-start technique is to SLOWLY put your foot to
the floor so the accelerator pump in the carby doesn't flood it with more fuel - it only works

when you floor the throttle quickly , and then hold the throttle open no pumping while you crank
it - it should catch easily. You should also check that the choke is standing completely upright
when the engine has been running for a while - if it's leaning over at all then it will cause
flooding. If the engine is running lean when hot, it could be a too-small idle jet in the right side
of the carby - it should be a 55 sized jet , or a partial blockage somewhere. Cause: The engine
overheats, causing the fuel line, fuel pump and carburetor to heat up. Note: This is a precaution
if your car is prone to vapor lock. It won't help much once the problem has already occurred.
Pour a little water over the fuel pump to cool and re-condense the fuel, being careful not to
splash the distributor. If no water is readily available, hopefully there is some in the windshield
washer bottle. It doesn't take much. Hold the throttle open just a bit with the accelerator pedal
while you crank. Don't move the throttle at all while cranking, or the accelerator pump with flood
the carburetor. The reason for cracking the throttle open it to avoid using the idle jet alone, as
this runs the car richer than the main jet, and a rich-hot mixture makes the car flood easily.
When the engine catches, hold the throttle still until it clears the excess fuel revs up smoothly.
Design by Erin. The battery terminal connections may be loose or corroded. The starter motor
may be faulty see below. This method is as follows - Lift up or remove the rear seat. Remove the
plastic insulation from this splice. Have someone "click-clunk" it. If the light stays lit during the
test, then the starter or the solenoid is no good. If the light goes OUT during the test or never
comes on at all, the cable is bad. Possible causes - May be any of possible causes 1 - 3 above.
Fuel may not be reaching the carburetor - Faulty fuel pump. Kinked or blocked sections of
rubber fuel line. Rust in the tank blocking the outlet. The spark plugs may be worn, faulty or
incorrectly gapped. The ignition points may be gapped incorrectly. The timing may be incorrect.
The coil may be faulty. The ignition wiring may be faulty. Some simple tests to see where you
have power - Note: A very useful tool here is a volt test globe. Turn on the ignition but do not
start the car. Now you need to make sure you have 12 volts to the ignition system, so grab your
tester and perform the following tests - With the ignition switched on, connect connect the clip
on the tester to any convenient engine case component or the tinware and touch the tip of the
tester on the black wire terminal on the coil. Note: Black wires in VW-speak means "has power
with the ignition switch on". Either the fuel system or the ignition system may be faulty see
above. Some possible causes of hot starting problems: The air filter clogged. Fuel may not not
reaching the fuel pump or carburetor. The battery ground connection may be corroded. The
starter motor or solenoid may be worn. Your system may be suffering from vapor lock - Cause:
The engine overheats, causing the fuel line, fuel pump and carburetor to heat up. Cure: Wrap
the fuel lines on both sides of the pump with aluminum foil. Volkswagen New Beetle owners
have reported 3 problems related to starter under the electrical system category. The most
recently reported issues are listed below. Also please check out the statistics and reliability
analysis of Volkswagen New Beetle based on all problems reported for the New Beetle. I
purchased a New Beetle in , trading in a New Beetle convertible model. I have also previously
owned a model. After about two months of ownership with the New Beetle, I began experiencing
problems with the key not being able to turn in the starter. I found I had to use a great deal of
force and over the course of the next four months broke two keys off in the ignition. In March , I
was down to my last key when the starter became stripped, with the key spinning and not
triggering the starter at all. At this point, the car was towed to the vw dealer, which ordered a
replacement starter. I waited 17 days for the repair to be completed because, I was told, there
were hundreds of backorders nationally for this starter part. When I received the car back with
the new part, I immediately began experiencing the same problem. I also noted the same
problem in two loaner cars models of the vw New Beetle provided by my dealer. I never
experienced this problem with my or models. I called to report this to the dealer and was told to
call vw. I just called vw and they advised to take the car back for possible replacement of the
part again. I told vw I would do so, but that I lack confidence that yet another replacement will
solve the problem as I suspect there has been a change of design affecting the part. I asked vw
if they had knowledge of a problem and was told they don't track warranty repairs for possible
part problems, so I decided to file a complaint here. See all problems of the Volkswagen New
Beetle. Vw New Beetle - in shop for 3 months out of 24 months owned. Engine trouble, window
trouble, starter trouble and now clutch problems. Failure of starter. Car Problems. Starter
problem of the Volkswagen New Beetle 1. Starter problem of the Volkswagen New Beetle 2.
Starter problem of the Volkswagen New Beetle 3. Electrical System problems. Dash Wiring
problems. Wiring problems. Underhood Wiring problems. Ignition problems. Fuses And Circuit
Breaker problems. Battery problems. Ignition Switch problems. Ignition Coils Failure problems.
Most of the time, problems with starting your car are blamed on the battery. How would you tell
if the problem is related to the starter or any other electrical component of your vehicle? Firstly,
you need to know that your starter has two parts. Although regular maintenance and servicing

can keep your car in good condition, the starter may fail due to age, wear and tear. This
oneHOWTO article will tell you about symptoms of bad failing starter, so that you can identify
the problem and get it resolved accordingly. The most common symptom of a bad failing starter
is that you turn the key and you see no reaction. An electronic key does not have a manual
ignition switch, but when you engage the ignition, it should send signals to the starter. If the
vehicle refuses to turn over when you turn the key or press the starter switch, it must be a
problem with the starter. The issue may be due to a failed circuit. This is usually caused due to
the motor or the starter solenoid being burnt out. It might be experiencing some electrical issue
as well. Although this kind of problem may arise due to a dead battery as well, you have to
check the other symptoms so you can determine which one is at fault. This might be a symptom
of a mechanical issue with the starter. The problem is most probably lying in the gears
connected with the flywheel. Whatever the case, the engine will fail to turn over and you will
have to get your starter replaced. Freewheeling takes place when you start the engine and you
hear whining noises coming from the starter without any engine cranking. This can be a serious
situation and you would soon require a replacement job for your starter. The first step is to get
your vehicle serviced as soon as possible. The starter is usually located near the bottom of your
vehicle. This means if there is an oil leak , it is likely to get drenched from other parts of the
engine. A starter soaked in oil will have a shorter lifespan and will get damaged very soon. So,
you should think about correcting the leakage immediately and replace the starter before any
serious malfunction takes place. Oil leaks can be both an indicator and further cause of many
engine problems. When you start the motor, you may hear a grinding noise , probably because
the gears connecting the starter with the flywheel have worn out. When you hear this sound,
you should get on alert and call your mechanic immediately. Clicking sound coming from the
starter as you turn on the key can be due to low battery , but it may also indicate that the starter
is not receiving full signal to get started. A damaged starter may also cause a clicking sound
when key is turned on in its ignition system. The mechanical system consists of your starter
that gets ignited with electricity. Sometimes, the starter gets overheated due to continual supply
of power. If this happens, the motor of the starter does not get a chance to turn off and you may
discover a burning smell coming from under your engine. Whatever the problem is, you should
contact a professional mechanic immediately and get the issue resolved. When you see smoke ,
it can be a serious cause for immediate action. It indicates a variety of problems with the
starting circuit or the starter. When you see smoke , it usually means that the starter is drawing
too much of power through the electricity supply. There can be several reasons for this. The
starter might have shorted, or it must be operating for too long without resting. You may see
smoke if there is some connection problem too. If you see smoke, it is recommended to stop
the vehicle immediately and call for a tow. Running an overheated vehicle can result in fatal
consequences. The circuit should close and discontinue supplying power to the motor as you
release the key and start the engine. But if the starter still stays on after igniting the engine, the
main contacts with the starter must have welded together in a closed position. If this happens,
the starter gets stuck in the turned on position and causes damage to the circuit, starter relay
and transmission flywheel. When the starter works properly, it sends power to the engine every
time you engage it. But the starter may get damaged due to exposure to heat, debris, dirt and
other issues, and its sporadic operation may get affected significantly. When you try to start
your vehicle, it should activate immediately. If not, then there is most likely a problem with the
starter. Sometimes, the problem may not be with the starter, but with the wire connection that
might have become dirty due to exposure to the elements. When you turn the key, it also allows
cranking by pushing the starter into the flywheel. When the solenoid starts malfunctioning , it is
most likely that the starter will fail to work properly as well. When you turn your key and nothing
takes place, try to jiggle the transmission gearshift level. If the engine still does not crank, then
there is some problem with the solenoid, and you need to get it fixed as soon as possible. Often
because your car simply won't start. As soon as you experience any freewheeling, noise, smell,
smoke or starter malfunctioning, you should immediately get on alert and seek professional
help from an expert mechanic. By doing this, you can avoid any serious problems coming your
way down the road. Share on:. By Nidhi Nangia. October 31, Write a comment. Symptoms Of
Bad Failing Starter. Search your problem. Related problems:. Top problems. Starter and replace
it and nothing Volkswagen Beetle Beetle 2. Won't start Starter Starting. I have cleaned the
terminal and the ground connection and still won't crank. Comment Same issue here.
Volkswagen wont start, want solution? Here it is! The car came with an amplifier installed in the
trunk behind the back carpet cover. If anyone ever replaces the sterio, well now we have an
issue. With the key off, due to the wiring of the radio, the amplifier does not power down, even
with key removed, thus the battery stays weak and usually will be dead within 12 hours. Simple
fix, remove the radio, can see how on-line using tools, personally I used a 6" steel ruler in the

slots each side of radio and it released. Once the radio is pulled out you will notice two power
wires, one yellow and one red. Cut these wires and swap the red to yellow and the yellow to the
red. No more issues. Push radio back into place. Down fall is you will not be able to save radio
stations, like who cares, hit seek. You can also install a 40 amp. Fuse going to the amplifier
which will work, but that is a pain in the back. Good luck. My car's charge is depleted from one
day to the other. I've already bought a new battery, replaced the alternator, starter, fuses and
even confort module as indicated, but the solution is still to be found. I would like to know if it is
necessary to change the computer, as I have just been told that the alarm remains activated and
that its failure is in the computer. I would not like to buy a new one until I am completely sure
that is the cause of the problem. What do you think about it? My car shut off at 70 mph and I
went to start it and the starter just spun I replaced the starter and same problem any ideas.
Weird spaceship sound in engine Volkswagen Beetle Convertible 2. Engine Buzzing Starter.
This doesn't happen all the time but when it does, I start the engine and after about 60 seconds
a humming starts up and gets louder and louder then maintains. When I shut off the engine in
buzzes back down, it sounds like a nuclear reactor starting I was thinking it might be the engine
fan or a bad starter solenoid. I could use some advice Did you ever get this fixed? If so what
was the problem? My beetle is doing the same thing. Starting problems Volkswagen Beetle 2.
Battery Noise Won't start Starter Starting. My car has been acting funny. It started a few months
ago once in a while it takes 2 times to start the car. Now its weak like it cant start. The battery
was low. I charged it up and this morning it wouldn't start right away and sounded like there
was no power. But with jumper cables i was able to start normally. Wondering if the battery is
bad or do i need to get a new starter. Problems with a Beetle? Share them. I solved my problem
or question. Crea tu usuario en el sitio. Do you like StartMyCar? Follow us on Facebook. Log in
Sign up. Did you find the website helpful? Browse site version for:. Help Privacy Terms
Feedback Publish with us. Submit comment. Submit comment Cancel. Submit reply. Submit
reply Cancel. Search your problem. Related problems:. Top problems. Won't start Starting.
Comment Same issue here. Turns over but won't start Volkswagen Beetle Convertible 04 beetle.
My car stalled in the middle of the road, tried charging it and nothing so I replaced the battery
and it still won't start. It tries but just doesn't catch. It made a weird noise like it was grinding I
know if it was the alternator it should still start I think anyways. My dad said possibly timing belt
or some sensor. Please help me figure it out if anybody knows about this. My beetle did the
same thing. Turned out was timing belt. If you have an interference engine it's a chance valves
got damaged. I lucked out since my husband is a mechanic knew right away. The more you try
to start it the greater the chances of damaging the valves. Battery Won't start Suddenly stalls
Starting. When driving, suddenly the car stalled and, when I tried to start it back again, it did
not. I provided some current to it and still did not start. I replaced the battery with a different one
and still nothing. Does anyone know why it is not starting? You should give some more details
about it. Does the engine sound? Is there any strange noise? Do the dashboard indicators turn
on? It is quite a complicated problem to know without more information. It was showing the
battery light but after changing the battery it still cannot start but it becomes on and the dash
board lights. Battery Won't start Starting. Car runs and drives great. After a jump start. Battery
will not hold charge. If the car runs well after starting and there are no lights on the sash
Sensors Won't start Stalls Starting. Any suggestions? Engine died and will not start
Volkswagen Beetle 2. Engine Turns over but won't start Stalls Starting Brakes. Was driving had
to step on the brakes hard and engine died and now it turns over but will not start. Hi everyone,
I have a Beetle 2. Apparently, water is not flowing properly, so it seems to be a failure in the
water pump. When starting the engine, the ducts from the radiator's entrance are fulled with
pure vapor and the hose that leads to the water deposit is not blocked, but still water does not
leave when accelerating. The fans do not start working either when the car overheats. The fuel
pump has already been replaced but without positive results. Might it be that the new pump is
damaged as well? How can I make sure it is not the head gasket that is failing? How can I notice
whether the pump is working properly? You should check that hose you are talking about, the
one that leads to the water deposit. It usually happens that it blocks on the engine head's side.
First, leave the engine warm up a bit, pick up the hose from the inferior and superior radiator
and, if only one of them is hot, it might be that the radiator is damaged or dirty. If not, if your
fans are not working, check the engine temperature switch, disconnect it and, using a wire, link
the two connector terminals. If they start working, replace that switch. If it has a cheap water
pump fitted Iv seen the plastic wheel on them break up or break off but not cause any leak. Test
the fan actually works get a power probe put positive to the fan it should spin. Place engine to
top dead centre make sure all valves are closed. Remove spark plug or glow plug and insert
gauge. Pressurise the head. Check for bubbling in the coolant check for compressed air leaving
via the exhaust. This will determine the condition of not only your engine but the head and inlet

and exhaust valve. Great bit of kit. Regards Andy. Starter and replace it and nothing
Volkswagen Beetle Beetle 2. Won't start Starter Starting. I have cleaned the terminal and the
ground connection and still won't crank. Volkswagen wont start, want solution? Here it is! The
car came with an amplifier installed in the trunk behind the back carpet cover. If anyone ever
replaces the sterio, well now we have an issue. With the key off, due to the wiring of the radio,
the amplifier does not power down, even with key removed, thus the battery stays weak and
usually will be dead within 12 hours. Simple fix, remove the radio, can see how on-line using
tools, personally I used a 6" steel ruler in the slots each side of radio and it released. Once the
radio is pulled out you will notice two power wires, one yellow and one red. Cut these wires and
swap the red to yellow and the yellow to the red. No more issues. Push radio back into place.
Down fall is you will not be able to save radio stations, like who cares, hit seek. You can also
install a 40 amp. Fuse going to the amplifier which will work, but that is a pain in the back. Good
luck. Engine Won't start Stalls Starting. Good afternoon, I have a problem with my Beetle and
hope someone can give me a hand. After driving without any problems for around 10 minutes,
the vehicle stalls and won't start again. I need to wait for at least 10 more minutes and, only
then, the engine will start working again. I hope you can help me solve it. I had the same
problem with a Beetle 99 and it was solved when a piece, which I don't know the technical word,
that is in charge of controlling the air flow to the engine, was replaced. It is an electronic gadget
and in my case it was burnt. Timing belt Won't start Starting. Hi, I have a classic beetle engine. I
have a new coyle and distribute, But it just won't start the fuel is getting in as I can see, But not
sure think there is still no spark Alarm Battery Won't start Starting. I bought a newbattery foye a
After I put it in I could not start the car and the alarm went off please help. Starting problems
Volkswagen Beetle 2. Battery Noise Won't start Starter Starting. My car has been acting funny. It
started a few months ago once in a while it takes 2 times to start the car. Now its weak like it
cant start. The battery was low. I charged it up and this morning it wouldn't start right away and
sounded like there was no power. But with jumper cables i was able to start normally.
Wondering if the battery is bad or do i need to get a new starter. Problems with a Beetle? Share
them. I solved my problem or question. Crea tu usuario en el sitio. Do you like StartMyCar?
Follow us on Facebook. Log in Sign up. Did you find the website helpful? Browse site version
for:. Help Privacy Terms Feedback Publish with us. Submit comment. Submit comment Cancel.
Submit reply. Submit reply Cancel. Starter motors are used to rotate an engine to, begin the
starting process. But, for a engine to start, many things need to happen, simultaneously and in
rapid succession. For the engine to fire, one of the most important factors is turning of the
flywheel. When the ignition key is turned a low amperage electrical signal, is sent to the
anti-theft system and computer. The signal then continues to the starters solenoid, which
activates the, high amperage side of the electrical system. Poor maintenance or just wear and
tear can cause, starting system troubles. Even with decent maintenance, the different system
components get a lot of wear, during their service life. Over a period of time, the starting motor
will eventually run its course and wear out. The two components inside the starting motor, that
commonly fail are the solenoid or the starting motor itself. So, if this happens the starting motor
will have to be replaced. The most common problem with a starting motor is, when you turn
your key and nothing happens. A solenoid or motor that has burned out or electrical issues,
may cause this as well. Furthermore, a dead battery can cause the same problem. It may appear
that you have power to your starting system, but the engine will not turn over. Starters do take a
lot of power to work properly. Issues with starting motors are sometimes, mechanical in nature.
The gears that connect to the flywheel and make it turn, may be the problem. Either the gear has
stripped or has become, dislodged against the flywheel. A worn starter drive gear not making
proper contact with the flywheel, could make this noise. This is similar to the one that is heard if
you start your engine and then, accidentally restart it. However, grinding may also happen,
inside the starting motor. Damage to your flywheel will happen, if not repaired quickly.
Electricity powers all starters. Sometimes, the starting motor will overheat. A short circuit or
failing ignition switch, may cause this. The starter is often located around the bottom of the
engine. And, is vulnerable to soaking from leaks. An oil-soaked starter likely has, a short life
remaining. Consider correcting the leak and replacing the starter, before a malfunction occurs.
The solenoid transmits electrical current from the battery to the starting motor. Without the
solenoid, the starter will not work. If you turn the key to the crank position and nothing
happens, try jiggling the transmission gear shift lever first. If the engine still will not crank, there
might be something wrong with, the solenoid. Freewheeling occurs when you crank the engine
and simply hear a whining noise, without the engine cranking. When this occurs, it means the
starter is not engaging with the flywheel. This is a worrying situation, which could result in
having to replace the whole component. If it works the second time it is most likely, due to a
problem with the relay. The relay is an all or nothing device, meaning that it either sends the full

electrical current or nothing. In some occasions, a damaged relay can cause a, clicking sound
when you turn the key. When you start the engine and release the key the circuit will,
discontinue the power to the starting motor. If this stays on after the engine has started, the
main contacts in the solenoid, have most likely failed. This will ultimately cause serious
damage, to the whole starting system and the transmission flywheel. So, problems with the
starting motor are virtually, impossible to avoid. Disconnecting a car battery for any reason;
may cause unexpected things to happen. So, before you disconnect a car battery; there are
things you need to know. The starter motor is what gets your engine running; when you turn the
ignition key or push the start button. A starter motor gets a lot of wear during its life; and is
bound to [â€¦]. In vehicles with automatic transmissions, a metal disc called a flexplate,
connects the crankshaft to the torque converter. So, a flexplate, as the name implies, serves as
a flex-shock device; between the torque converter and [â€¦]. Most of the images displayed are of
unknown origin. We do not intend to infringe any legitimate intellectual right, artistic rights or
copyright. As a result, engaging the starting motor. Engine Will Not Turn Over The most
common problem with a starting motor is, when you turn your key and nothing happens.
Testing Car Battery Starters do take a lot of power to work properly. Starter, Soaked With Oil
The starter is often located around the bottom of the engine. Malfunctioning, Starter Solenoid
The solenoid transmits electrical current from the battery to the starting motor. Starter Solenoid
If you turn the key to the crank position and nothing happens, try jiggling the transmission gear
shift lever first. Engine, Freewheeling Freewheeling occurs when you crank the engine and
simply hear a whining noise, without the engine cranking. Starter Relay In Electrical Box The
relay is an all or nothing device, meaning that it either sends the full electrical current or
nothing. Starter Stays Running, After The Engine Started When you start the engine and release
the key the circuit will, discontinue the power to the starting motor. Conclusion So, problems
with the starting motor are virtually, impossible to avoid. Electrical System Starter Motor.
Electrical System. January 15, Electrical System. December 16, Electrical System , No Start.
Noises And Vibrations. February 1, Noises And Vibrations. One of the most important â€” and
most forgotten â€” components of any vehicle's ignition system is the starter relay. This
electrical part is designed to redirect power from the battery to the starter solenoid, which then
activates the starter to spin over the engine. The proper activation of this process allows the
ignition switch's circuit to complete, which will permit you to shut the vehicle off when you turn
the key off. Although it's unlikely that you'll ever experience a problem with the starter relay, it
is prone to mechanical failure and will need to be replaced by a professional mechanic if it
wears out. Most of today's modern cars and trucks have an electronic ignition switch that is
activated by remote key. This key has an electronic chip embedded that links up with the
computer on your vehicle and allows the ignition button to activate. There are times when this
type of key will impact the operation of the starter relay and display similar warning signs as if
this system is damaged. Listed below are a few of the symptoms of a damaged or worn out
starter relay. If you notice these warning signs, make sure you contact a local ASE certified
mechanic to completely inspect your vehicle as these symptoms might indicate problems with
other components. The most obvious warning sign that a problem with the starter relay exists is
when the vehicle won't start when you engage the ignition process. As stated above, electronic
keys do not have a manual ignition switch. However, when powered, it should send a signal to
the starter relay once the key is turned or the starter button is pressed. If you press this button
or if you turn the key on a manual ignition switch and the vehicle does not turn over, it may be
caused by a problem with the starter relay. This problem may be attributed to a circuit that has
failed, so no matter how many times you turn the key, the vehicle will not start. If the circuit has
not yet completely failed, you may hear a clicking noise as you try to turn the key. In either case,
you should contact a professional mechanic to inspect the symptom and correctly diagnose the
precise cause. When you start your engine and release the key or stop pressing the starter
button on a modern vehicle, the circuit is supposed to close, which will discontinue power to
the starter motor. If the starter stays on after the engine has ignited, the main contacts in the
starter relay have most likely welded together in the closed position. When this occurs, the
starter relay will be stuck in the on position and damage will occur to the starter, circuit, relay,
and the transmission flywheel if it is not addressed immediately. If the starter relay is working
properly, it will send power to the starter every time it is engaged. However, it is possible that
the starter relay will become damaged due to excessive heat, dirt, and debris or other issues
that might cause sporadic operation of the starter. If you try to start your car and the starter
doesn't activate instantly, but you turn the key switch once again and it works, this is most
likely due to a problem with the relay. In this case, it's important that you contact a mechanic as
soon as possible so they can determine what is causing the intermittent contact. In many cases
an intermittent starting problem is linked to a bad wire connection that may become dirty due to

exposure under the hood. This symptom is common when your battery is low on amps , but is
also an indicator that your starter relay is not sending a full signal. The relay is an all or nothing
device, meaning that it either sends the full electrical current or sends nothing to the starter.
However, there are some occasions when a damaged starter relay will cause the starter to make
a clicking sound when you turn the key. The starter relay is a very durable and reliable
mechanical part, however it is possible for damage to occur requiring a mechanic to replace the
starter relay. If you notice any of these warning signs, make sure to contact one of the
professional mechanics at YourMechanic. The most popular service booked by readers of this
article is Starting And Charging Inspection. Our certified mobile mechanics perform over
services, including diagnostics, brakes, oil changes, scheduled mileage maintenances, and will
come to you with all necessary parts and tools. Our certified mobile mechanics make house
calls in over 2, U. Fast, free online quotes for your car repair. Starting And Charging Inspection
Cost. Service Location. Vehicle does not start The most obvious warning sign that a problem
with the starter relay exists is when the vehicle won't start when you engage the ignition
process. Starter stays on after engine started When you start your engine and release the key or
stop pressing the starter button on a modern vehicle, the circuit is supposed to close, which
will discontinue power to the starter motor. Intermittent issues starting the vehicle If the starter
relay is working properly, it will send power to the starter every time it is engaged. Clicking
sound coming from the starter This symptom is common when your battery is low on amps ,
but is also an indicator that your starter relay is not sending a full signal. Home Articles. The
statements expressed above are only for informational purposes and should be independently
verified. Please see our terms of service for more details. Excellent Auto Repair Ratings.
YourMechanic Auto Repair. Related Articles. How Does a Starter Motor Work? Recent Starting
And Charging Inspection reviews. Excellent Rating. Rating Summary. Chris 22 years of
experience. Request Chris. Good experience. Very knowlageable, experienced man. I have high
hopes for my truck! Anderson 27 years of experience. Request Anderson. Anderson was very
friendly and professional. Kyle 12 years of experience. Request Kyle. Excellent mechanic!
James 8 years of experience. Request James. Need Help With Your Car? Related articles.
However, getting it to crank Read more. The highest tech cars can contain miles of electrical
wiring. Wires must be secured and protected from heat and debris in order to work properly.
Symptoms of a Bad or Failing Ignit
cb radio jeep tj
2003 ford f 350 super cab
69 camaro ignition switch wiring diagram
ion Ignitor Common signs include engine misfires, the Check Engine Light coming on, car not
starting, and a decrease in power, acceleration, and fuel efficiency. All of that AC system is run
by the computer. If you jump it and it works, watch my video. I even have a video "how to fix
your AC system cheaply. New battery; car won't start Hello. If the car is not starting after a
battery replacement then you either have a bad connection at the battery or it is possible that
the programming in the computer got corrupted when the voltage was lost. This can Fluctuating
RPM gauge when going up hills Hey there. It's hard to tell without further information. Automatic
transmissions rely on solenoids and electronic sensors to shift. If these sensors have failed, the
symptoms would be similar to yours. Issues with your fuel system will also produce similar
Browse other content. Schedule your Starting And Charging Inspection today! Starting And
Charging Inspection Price. How can we help? Read FAQ.

