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turbocharged 2. Handling is balanced and controlled, and the ride is taut. The front seats are
superbly supportive, but they lack a power-recline feature. As for the rear seats, there's room
for groceries but little else. Recent updates included revised powertrains and additional
high-tech options. The high-performance Shelby GT handles and sounds the part and is
suitable for track driving. Road Test. Predicted Reliability. Predicted Owner Satisfaction. The
biggest news for the version of the Mustang is the adoption of a turbocharged four-cylinder
engine, marking only the second time in the history of the car a four-cylinder engine can be
found under the hood. Styling, while redolent of the Mustang's past, is fresh and quite
handsome. Soft-touch materials and retro cues improve interior quality considerably and an
independent rear suspension system is finally applied to the original Pony Car. Blind-spot
warning and rear cross-traffic alert are available, as are forward-collision warning and adaptive
cruise control. This freshening includes more refined handling, upgraded interior materials and
standard electronic stability control. Traction control and ABS are also standard. Interior fit and
finish are greatly improved, as is ride quality. The adoption of Ford's Sync system introduces
voice control for cell phones and music players. Parabolic spotter inserts on the exterior
rearview mirrors offer coverage for the Mustang's blind spots and interior comfort is
commendable. As always, the big draw is the Ford's prodigious horsepower. A major upgrade
over the previous model in terms of style, comfort, and performance, the Mustang's redesign
takes retro styling cues from past iterations of the car, while bringing its driving dynamics into
the modern era. Handling is nimble and forgiving, but the ride is still stiff, which is not unusual
for a sporty car. Fit and finish of the interior remain unimpressive. While the interior has a heavy
dose of chrome and retro styling, with a dash and gauges evocative of earlier models, the
materials look and feel low-grade. Hard and thin plastics dominate throughout. Among the pros
are acceleration, handling and the V8's engine note. On the con side of the equation are a rough
ride, poor interior quality and limited trunk space. Ford's popular "pony car," the Mustang, was
redesigned for with a more rigid construction and new exterior and interior styling. Available as
a coupe or convertible, this rear-wheel-drive car handles steadily on smooth roads, but bounces
and steps to the side on bumpy ones. The V6 model feels sluggish; the V8 has more punch. The
car's nose dives severely during hard braking. The Mustang was updated for with fresh styling,
more power for both the V6 and V8, and a stiffer structure for the convertible. The Cobra model
also got an upgraded independent rear suspension. Show Older Fords. The automaker warns
that the windshield may not be bonded properly. These vehicles prove that family-friendly
models don't have to be raucous playscapes. Over 1, Ford, Lincoln, and Mercury vehicles might
have had faulty replacement parts installed. Latest Ford Videos. Ready to Shop Local
Inventory? Select Another Vehicle. Make a Donation Newsletters Give a Gift. You no longer have
digital access to ratings and reviews. The fourth generation Ford Mustang is an automobile that
was produced by the American manufacturer Ford for the through model years. For the Ford
Mustang underwent its first major redesign in fifteen years, being introduced in November and
launching on December 9, It featured styling by Bud Magaldi that incorporated some stylistic
elements from the classic Mustangs. Prior to the redesigned Mustang's launch, a two-seater
show car was designed by Darrell Behmer and Bud Magali. While this engine was not put into
production, it hinted to the future use of Ford's Modular V8 in the Mustang, including the
eventual use of a supercharged 4. The base Mustang featured a 3. Efforts were made to improve
the car's handling as well as noise, vibration, and harshness NVH conditions over the previous
generation Mustang. The Mustang's front suspension makes use of MacPherson struts with
longer lower control arms, new spindles, anti-roll bars, and other enhancements over and older
Mustangs. In the rear, a four-bar link solid axle is used. All Mustangs received standard
four-wheel disc brakes, though anti-lock brakes ABS were optional. Along with its new exterior,
the Mustang received new interior styling. The Mustang's cabin featured a "dual-cockpit" layout
that was adorned with contours and sweeping curves, similarly to other Fords of the time such
as the Thunderbird. The Mustang offered many options, some of which later became standard
equipment. The preferred equipment package came with power windows, mirrors, and door
locks, remote keyless entry, air conditioning, cruise control, and a trunk cargo net. Also
available was Ford's Mach , watt multi-speaker sound system with CD player. All Mustangs
received standard three-point seat belts and dual front airbags. Production of this Mustang ran
until October Following the base Mustang in December , the Mustang GT was reintroduced in
January , featuring higher performance and better handling than the base Mustang or its
predecessor. Ford carried over the CID pushrod small-block V8 engine called the "5. For , a

one-year model referred to as the Mustang GTS was introduced. This was considered to be a
"stripped down" version of the Mustang GT that included the performance parts of the GT
model, but a minimum of non-performance related features. The GT was the last year of the 5.
These engines were produced at two different plants, Windsor and Romeo. The Windsor and
Romeo have subtle differences. Valve cover bolt patterns are one. Romeo has fewer bolts than
the Windsor. Another difference is the front cover bolts. The Romeo uses jack screws on the
main caps and the Windsor uses dowels. For , the 4. This was achieved through PCM calibration
and a modified fuel system. Though capable of matching or exceeding the older V8's output, the
4. For the and model years, the 5. Suspension and brakes were also changed with inch front
discs with "COBRA" embossed calipers as well as Cobra specific shocks, struts, and springs.
In it was available in a special color package called the Mystic Cobra which consisted of an
expensive Chrom-a-lusion exterior finish like the Mysti-Chrome package on models. A total of 2,
were produced. A redesigned SN Mustang came on December 26, , for the model year with
production starting in November Characterizing the redesign was Ford's New Edge design
language, which featured sharper contours, larger wheel arches, and creases in the bodywork,
replacing many of the soft lines of the previous model. The Mustang also received new wheels
and hubcaps. However, the car carried over the same roofline and interior, in addition to the
same basic platform. All Mustangs except the Cobra received "35th-Anniversary" badges on the
front fenders. The 3. For , the Mustang also received a change to its taillights, making them
edgier, with sharp corners and straight lines as opposed to the rounded off style of previous
years. The lamps were still composed of three vertical segments, reminiscent of the original.
Minimal changes occurred from year-to-year, most noticeable was a redesigned center panel in
the dashboard for , which now allowed double-din stereo head units, including an in-dash
six-CD player. The rear window defroster switch, previously mounted below the headlamp pull
switch, was moved to the lower center stack below the stereo. When equipped, the fog lamp
switch was relocated to the lower center stack as well, previously, it was on the center console
adjacent to the cup holders. The third button on the lower switch panel was for the traction
control system on V8 models. On convertible models, the power roof switch remained on the
center console - on coupe models, that switch was replaced with a small coin holder. The GT
model continued to use the 4. The Cobra model returned for with its valve 4. Offered only in
Performance Red, Laser Red, Black, Silver, White, or Zinc Yellow, the Spring Feature package
contained 17" x 8" performance wheels and tires, a body-colored hood scoop, body-colored
side scoops, two black "GT" stripes on the hood, and black "Mustang" inserts on the embossed
bumper. Ford produced 3, Spring Feature GTs. In , the Special Edition Bullitt was released to the
public. Available only as coupe, the Bullitt was a mildly upgraded version of the standard GT.
The car also received an upgraded exhaust and a re-designed intake. On the exterior, the car
received unique Torq-Thrust style wheels, removal of the fog lights for the US market, but
standard for Canada and rear deck spoiler, as well as new trim accents. The success of the
Bullitt led to the production of a second special edition, the to Mach 1. The Mach 1 was
equipped with a 4. The interior of the car was given a retro theme with seats made to look like
the "comfort-weave" seats available in the s-era Mach 1s. It also featured retro-themed gauges
and a unique aluminum shifter ball. The car also received similar suspension upgrades as the
Bullitt including unique Tokico struts on the rear and the convertible-spec subframe
connectors. In , Ford produced a special 40th Anniversary Edition of the Mustang. The
anniversary package was available in Crimson Red exclusive to package , Oxford White or
black. Ford produced 4, Crimson Red models. Crimson Red, Ford paint code "FX", was also
called Merlot on several other Ford models from the through model years. Most 40th
Anniversary package cars came with Parchment tan leather interiors. Some came with black
leather. This is possibly a Canadian variation. This possible Canada-only variation also features
Cobra wheels, no hood stripes and 'Mustang' decals on the lower-body side panels under the
doors. Other than two pre-production units, all Crimson Red vehicles were built from August
through November It marked the end of this design of the Mustang, as ushered in an all-new
model. This generation was sold in Australia for two years from to as to compete against the
Holden Monaro which eventually became the basis for the reborn Pontiac GTO. Due to the fact
that the Mustang was never designed for right-hand-drive, Ford Australia contracted Tickford
Vehicle Engineering to convert Mustangs and modify them to meet Australian Design Rules per
year. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. This article needs additional citations for
verification. Please help improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced
material may be challenged and removed. Motor vehicle. Main article: Ford Mustang. A Mustang
convertible and the red interior of a V6 model. Other interior colorsâ€”such as black and
beigeâ€”were also available. See also: Tickford Vehicle Engineering. Retrieved Archived from
the original on 19 October Retrieved 20 January Archived from the original on September 21,

Retrieved January 14, Popular Mechanics. Motor Trend. MBI Publishing. Edmunds Inside Line.
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layout. Ford Mustang third generation. Ford Mustang fifth generation. LTD Crown Victoria.
Crown Victoria. Country Squire. Personal luxury. Sport compact. Escort ZX2. Fiesta ST. Focus
ST. Focus RS. Sports car. The Ford Mustang is the lesser-powered version of Ford's successful
Mustang pony car line. The Mustang competed directly with the Chevrolet Camaro V6 in a
rivalry which had been fought since the s. The Mustang V6 engine has decent performance
when compared with the GT, but at a lower price point and with better fuel economy. The 3. The
compression ratio is 9. The engine outputs horsepower at 5, RPM and ft. The GT's V8 generates
70 more horsepower, making it the logical choice for performance car buyers. That said, the V6
engine makes plenty of power to propel this relatively light car for the average driver. The
Mustang V6 uses a front-engine, rear-wheel drive configuration. Buyers could choose between
either a five-speed manual or a four-speed automatic transmission. Unlike competing entry-level
sports cars, the Mustang uses a live rear axle rather than an independent suspension. Handling
suffers, though the Mustang V6 is still a solid performer through the twisties. The suspension
setup consists of struts and coil sp
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rings up front with a torsion beam setup in the back. Stabilizer bars are found front and rear.
The Mustang utilizes four-wheel disc brakes with ventilated discs in the front. The Mustang
coupe has a fixed roof while the convertible comes with a power-folding canvas top. The pony
car is The Mustang's curb weight ranges from 3, lbs. The interior seats four in both the coupe
and convertible. Front passengers have The coupe's trunk has Airbags for the driver and front
passenger come standard. On the foot skidpad, a lateral acceleration test where the car must
travel as fast as possible while staying in a circular foot radius, road-holding measures 0.
Drivers can expect fuel economy of 20 miles per gallon in the city and 28 MPG on the highway.
The car has a Jesse Sears is a Los Angeles-based journalist and photographer. He has worked
as a professional freelance writer since Exterior and Interior The Mustang coupe has a fixed
roof while the convertible comes with a power-folding canvas top.

