Saturn ion ac problems

A Saturn Ion's air conditioner uses Ra, a Freon refrigerant, to cool air. Over time, this refrigerant
can leak out of the system, leaving the Ion's air conditioner unable to produce refrigerated air.
While most air conditioner repairs are best left to an automotive specialist, recharging the air
conditioner is a relatively simple process. Widely available at automotive retailers, Ra
recharging kits are easy to find. Plus, besides the kit, the only other equipment needed would
be safety gloves and glasses. Since the Freon container will get very cold, you should wear
winterized gloves rather than rubber ones. Open the vehicle's hood and locate the Ion's
low-side pressurized service port. You will see two aluminum pipes. One will be thinner than the
other. The wider pipe, which is connected to the compressor, houses the low-side port. Connect
the Ra kit to the low-side pressurized service port. The kit features a coupler at the end of a
service hose. This coupler should easily fit onto the service port. If it doesn't, make sure you
have the right recharging kit. If you have an R12 Freon kit, you will need to return it to your
place of purchase. R12 and Ra do not mix, and R12 will harm the Saturn Ion's air conditioning
system. Put the kit down someplace in the engine compartment. Be sure to keep it away from
any part of the engine that could shift or move. Start the car and let it warm up to its running
temperature. Then switch on the air conditioner to its coldest and hardest-blowing settings. Roll
down all the windows, or open all the doors. This will keep the air conditioner from building up
cold air in the passenger compartment. You do not want the air conditioner to switch off during
refilling. Return to the low-side pressure port in the engine compartment. Turn the nozzle on the
recharging kit downward. This will puncture the seal on the Ra container and release the Freon.
Let Ra flow into the air conditioning system for 60 seconds. For best results, shake the can
while adding the Freon. Close off the Freon's flow by reversing the handle upward and let the air
conditioner run for 60 seconds. Shutting off the flow lets the new Freon in the system disperse
evenly. Continue to add Ra in second intervals. Monitor the recharging kit's pressure gauge. It
will indicate when the process is complete and the Freon levels have been adequately restored.
If you need a second opinion, stick a thermometer into the air conditioner's central duct inside
the passenger cabin. Be sure to put down the container in a safe spot away from moving engine
parts. In normal weather, the system will cool air to 40 degrees. In very hot weather, the system
may level off anywhere between 40 and 60 degrees. Remove the recharging kit's coupler and
service hose from the low-side port and close the car's hood. Replace the dust cap. Let the
vehicle idle for 10 to 15 minutes before shutting off the air conditioning and engine. Idling
ensures even distribution of the refrigerant. Leave the nozzle attached to the container and do
not dispose of any leftover Freon. Do not release the Freon into the air, and do not throw a
partially empty container in the trash. Store the container in a dark place and keep it in an
upright position. You can use leftover Freon to top off the system much later. Richard Ristow
has written for journals, newspapers and websites since His work has appeared in " Nebula
Showcase" and elsewhere. Step 1 Set the Saturn Ion's parking brake. Step 2 Open the vehicle's
hood and locate the Ion's low-side pressurized service port. Step 3 Remove the black or blue
dust cap and set it aside for later reuse. Step 4 Connect the Ra kit to the low-side pressurized
service port. Step 5 Put the kit down someplace in the engine compartment. Step 6 Start the car
and let it warm up to its running temperature. Step 7 Roll down all the windows, or open all the
doors. Step 8 Return to the low-side pressure port in the engine compartment. Step 9 Let Ra
flow into the air conditioning system for 60 seconds. Step 10 Close off the Freon's flow by
reversing the handle upward and let the air conditioner run for 60 seconds. Step 11 Continue to
add Ra in second intervals. Step 12 Remove the recharging kit's coupler and service hose from
the low-side port and close the car's hood. Ra recharging kit Safety gloves Safety glasses
Thermometer. Since Ra is a compressed gas, exercise caution. Beyond wearing glasses and
winterized gloves, keep the container's coupler and hose pointed away from your face. Avoid a
trip to the mechanic by trying to troubleshoot problems yourself in your Saturn Ion. While air
conditioning problems are common, they are often quite simple to diagnose and even fix. Start
the car and turn the air conditioning on. Allow the engine to run a few minutes so the air can
cool. Check to make sure you have the proper buttons selected. This simple step may uncover
the root of the problem. Adjust the climate controls. If they seem to work fine but have effect on
the air, then the problem is probably a simple blown fuse. If the controls do not work correctly,
then the problem is probably with the control panel. If you cannot hear the sound that
accompanies turning the air from low to high, then the problem is likely with the blower motor.
Pull on the accessory trim plate to release the retaining fasteners to get to the control panel.
Disconnect the electrical connector. Remove the screws from the radio and pull the radio out.
Disconnect the radio electrical connectors and remove the radio. Disconnect the mode and
temperature cables from the HVAC control assembly. Disconnect the air conditioning control
assembly electrical connectors. Unscrew and remove the control panel. Remove a broken
blower motor. Find it right behind the bottom trim footwell panel. Unplug the electrical

connection. Unscrew the cover and remove it. Remove the nuts and bolts holding the blower
motor and fan in place and remove it too. Check the coolant levels. Lift the hood of the hood of
the car and locate the coolant reservoir at the very front on the driver's side. Lift the cap and
shine a flashlight inside the reservoir. Look into the side of the reservoir to make sure the
coolant level is between the low level and full lines. This article was written by a professional
writer, copy edited and fact checked through a multi-point auditing system, in efforts to ensure
our readers only receive the best information. To submit your questions or ideas, or to simply
learn more, see our about us page: link below. Step 1 Start the car and turn the air conditioning
on. Step 2 Adjust the climate controls. Step 3 Pull on the accessory trim plate to release the
retaining fasteners to get to the control panel. Step 4 Remove a broken blower motor. Things
You'll Need Screwdriver Monkey wrench. Saturn ION owners have reported 4 problems related
to air conditioner under the equipment category. The most recently reported issues are listed
below. The contact owns a Saturn Ion. While driving approximately 65 mph the power steering
light illuminated on the dashboard and the power steering failed. The vehicle became very
difficult to control. The contact was able to drive onto the emergency lane and shut the vehicle
off. Upon restarting the vehicle it began to function normally. The vehicle was taken to an
authorized dealer where the contact was informed that this was a known failure and he would be
responsible for the repairs. The vehicle was not repaired and the failure continued to occur. The
failure became progressively worse over time. The contact stated that while driving
approximately 45 mph, the air conditioning unit stopped blowing cold air and the temperature
gauge stopped functioning. The vehicle was not diagnosed for the cause of failure. The failure
continued to occur intermittently. The failure mileage was 47, and the current mileage was 62,
See all problems of the Saturn ION. Air conditiong fan stop working. The whole system went out
from the turn on switch to the fan mode switch. Consumer complaint concerning Saturn Ion
aluminum wheels. Consumer has replaced several wheels do to them bending. Key cannot be
removed from ignition after car is turned off. Have returned to the dealership 4 times for this
problem. Each time they lubricate the system but it does not fix the problem. It began less than
6 months after we purchased the vehicle and still persists today. In addition, in the first 18
months we've owned the vehicle, the air conditioning coolant has run out and they cannot
locate the leak, and the sunroof broke. Finally, on one occasion the car went over a bump at
approximately 30 mph and the electrical system acted as though the car had a wreck, cutting
the motor and showing the airbag had deployed when it had not. After a few minutes, the car
started up just fine with no adverse affects. Car Problems. Problem Category Number of
Problems Equipment problems Equipment problems. Adaptive Equipment problems. Anti-theft
Devices problems. What could the problem be? Do you. This can be because of a blown fuse or
a blend door actuator is not working right here is a guide to help you check the fuses. Please
run this test and get back to us. Was this answer. I had my Saturn Ion 1 for almost fourteen
years now arou
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nd the AC started to roar loudly at one time had hot air coming out I want to a Jiffy Lube and
they changed out my air filter for my car and the outside air works fine. I tried the AC today it
came on and cool really fast but it still makes that loud roaring noise. Is my AC going out or just
needs to be cleaned. What do you recommend I should do? You can do the job yourself by
following these guides. Check out the diagrams below. Please let us know if you need anything
else to get the problem fixed. Cheers, Ken Was this answer. I had this problem with y car it
ended up being the mode cam was all jacked up here is what the part looks like below. FYI
Image Click to enlarge. Please login or register to post a reply. Need to fix your car's air
conditioner? We are a team of ASE certified mechanics that have created this guide for you so
you can understand how the system works and what to Asked by Gaby. Ac Not Working Asked
by jenniseann yahoo. Sponsored links. Ask a Car Question. It's Free!

