Parts of a window frame diagram

Join us to get great money-saving tips, cool ideas, and valuable advice from home improvement
expert Don Vandervort! This expert article offers diagrams, a glossary, and a discussion of how
windows are built, including the double-hung window. At first glance, a window looks like a
pretty simple piece of equipment. It has a frame, glass, and some basic hardware. A window
must be designed to allow in light and views and, in many cases, ventilation, yet seal out the
weather. It must shed heavy rain without leaking and block powerful winds. To handle these
tasks effectively, the typical window has many parts and a surprisingly complex construction. A
double-hung wood window, shown above, has movable upper and lower sashes that slide in
tracks in the side jambs. A variety of specially milled pieces go in to making up the jambs,
frame, casing, and sashes. The window frame is the enclosure that holds the main parts of a
windowâ€”called window sashesâ€”in place. Window sashes may be fixed or operable. Window
frames and sashes are made from a variety of materials, including wood, aluminum, vinyl, steel,
or wood-clad vinyl or aluminum. Each has its benefits and drawbacks. Metal windows are sold
with nail-on flanges for easy installation. Operable windows employ several methods for
window sash movement. With single- and double-hung windows, the sashes slide up and down.
With casement windows, they swing in or out. Sliders slide. And so forth. For more about
window types, see Types of Windows. The type of glass in a window has a great deal to do with
how the window performs. For more about this, see the links below. A nail-on metal window,
shown at left, has many of the same parts and pieces as a wood window, except that only some
of them are formed as single parts. The flange around the perimeter is made to nail on to the
exterior wall sheathing for easy mounting during construction. For unbiased help buying
windows, see the Windows Buying Guide. Don Vandervort writes or edits every article at
HomeTips. HomeTips articles may contain links to Amazon. How often? Only every month or
two. Unsubscribe anytime! September 29, This post may contain affiliate links. For more
information see our disclosures here. Search for:. Affiliate Disclosure HomeTips articles may
contain links to Amazon. Search Expert Articles Search for:. New or replacement windows can
help update the exterior of your home, not to mention improve the overall energy efficiency.
When selecting a window, there are many important factors to consider, including the style of
your home and your geographic location as well as the window type and material that suits you.
So where do you begin? The window industry has its own language for things. Window
manufacturers, window installers and contractors may all speak about windows using a variety
of terms. Double-hung windows are one of the most popular types of windows among
homeowners. Available in wood, fiberglass and vinyl, double-hung windows provide a timeless
look and excellent ventilation. Comprised of two vertically sliding sashes, homeowners can
completely open the top sash or the bottom sash, or even open both sashes part way for
enhanced airflow. The interior of a window is the side homeowners will see most frequently. In
addition to functioning properly, you want your window to be aesthetically pleasing as well.
Decorative elements, like grilles and glass, and hardware, like sash locks and lifts, can enhance
the visual appeal of a double-hung window. And, depending on the material of your window,
there are different finishes and color options that may be more in line with the style of your
home. A casement window is another extremely popular window type among homeowners,
available in wood, fiberglass and vinyl. Operated by a hand crank, a casement windowpane
extends open away from the home to catch breezes. The crank allows homeowners to direct
how much air enters the home. For maximum ventilation, casement windows can open fully.
Depending on the type of window you choose and the style of your home, you may consider
window combinations, including pairing a standard, operable window with fixed or picture
windows â€” or even custom window options. Transom windows that are set above your
operable window can be a beautiful way to let additional light into your home. In addition to the
exterior finish or cladding on your window, there are additional exterior window parts that are
important to homeowners. Screens and weep holes both improve the function of a window. With
a better understanding of window parts and functionality, you will be prepared to discuss your
window needs. Reach out to a Pella representative to learn more about new and replacement
window options. With Pella, you get so much more than stunning windows and doors. Since ,
we have been a leader in innovation, going beyond requirements to make beautifully designed
products you can be proud to own. Pella products are backed by some of the strongest
warranties in the business. Subscribe for updates on Pella innovations, products and offers.
Home Parts of a Window. Parts of a Window Knowing the right names for parts of your window
can help you avoid confusion. Frame A window frame is the framework that surrounds and
supports the entire window system. It is comprised of the head, jamb and sill. Head The head is
the main horizontal part forming the top of the window frame. Jambs Jambs are the main
vertical parts forming the sides of a window frame. Sill A sill is the main horizontal part forming
the bottom of the frame of a window. Jamb l iner A jambliner is a strip which goes on the sides

of a window frame that provides a snug fit for the window sash. Balance Not shown The balance
is a mechanical device normally spring loaded that is used in single- and double-hung windows
as a means of counterbalancing the weight of the sash during opening and closing. Sash The
sash is the moveable part of a window made up of the vertical and horizontal frame that holds
the glass. Check Rail On a double-hung window, the check rail is the part where the bottom part
of the upper sash and the upper part of the lower sash come in contact. Also known as the
middle of the window. Glass This refers to the framed sheet of glass within a window frame. Rail
A rail is the horizontal piece of a window sash â€” comprised of the lower rail, the check rail and
the upper rail. Lower Rail The lower rail is the lower part of the lower sash. Upper Rail The upper
rail is the top part of the upper sash. Lift Most commonly found on wood windows, a lift is a
handle used for raising the lower sash in a single- or double-hung window. Sash Lock The sash
lock is a locking mechanism used on a single- or double-hung window that engages with the
lock strike to reduce rattling. Interior and Exterior Parts of a Casement Window. Aluminum Clad
Aluminum clad refers to the exterior wood parts of a window that are covered with extruded
aluminum, with a factory-applied finish to deter the elements. Argon not shown Argon is an
inert, nontoxic gas used in insulating glass units to reduce heat transfer and make your home
more comfortable year-round. Casing Casing is the decorative molding or framing around a
window that is used to cover the space between the window frame or jamb and the wall. Hinged
Glass Panel The glass panel on Lifestyle Series windows that opens inward to allow access to
our snap-in between-the-glass blinds, shades and grilles. Lock Handle The lock handle is a
locking mechanism located on the jamb of a window. Operator The operator is the
crank-operated device for opening and closing casement or awning windows. Weatherstrip not
shown Weatherstripping is a strip of resilient material used for covering the joint between the
window sash and frame in order to reduce air leaks and prevent water from entering the
structure. Fixed Panel A fixed panel refers to an inoperable panel of a window, like the top sash
of a single-hung window or the pane of glass used in a picture window. Mullion The mullion is a
major structural piece running either vertical or horizontal that combines two or more windows
together. Grilles Grilles are decorative pieces that visually divide window panels, giving the
glass the appearance of multiple glass panes. Grilles on Pella windows can be permanently
affixed to your window through simulated divided light or between-the-glass options, or as
removable roomside grilles. Screen Typically woven mesh of metal, plastic, or fiberglass,
screens cover a window opening so that air and light may pass through, but not insects. Weep
Hole Weep holes help protect your home and window. These individual openings provided in
the windowsill allow water or condensation to escape and help keep your window functioning
properly. Wood Wood windows include a frame and a sash that are made of solid wood.
Fiberglass Fiberglass windows include a frame and sash made from a patented five-layer
fiberglass material. Vinyl In vinyl windows , interior and exterior frame and sash surfaces are
extruded rigid PVC. Pella Corporation With Pella, you get so much more than stunning windows
and doors. Explore what Pella Has to Offer. Learn more about Pella warranties. Join our email
list Subscribe for updates on Pella innovations, products and offers. In the first basic Framing
video, We covered layout. Marking rough opening centers first all the way down the wall. The
rough opening determines the space between the jack studs, which support the header. So the
header needs to be the rough opening plus three inches, the width of two jack studs. Headers
usually have plate stock above and below them for full bearing on the jack studs. A slight
variation on this is to use the jack stud to support both the header and the window sill, by
cutting the jack stud. This means less lumber and less thermal bridging at each window
opening, but it may mean slightly more compressive movement in the framing lumber. Either
way, make sure the RO is big enough for the window, or you might find yourself out of a job in
no time. Step by step: Begin by nailing the jack studs to the king studs. The height should be
specified in the plans. If t is not, push the header all the way to the top plate and fir down when
they figure it out later. Make sure the bottoms of the studs are flush and nail them together. You
can also install the bottom sill here because the bottoms will be flushed again, but wait on the
cripple studs under the sill until the bottom plate is attached. This means less lumber and less
thermal bridging at each window opening, but it may mean slightly more compressive
movement in the framing lumber Either way, make sure the RO is big enough for the window, or
you might find yourself out of a job in no time. Related Content Image. Double Wall Framing
Guide. Straightening Jig for Crooked Lumber. Editor's Picks Image. Statement of Solidarity. Sill
The main horizontal member forming the bottom of the frame of a window or door. Muntin Bar
Any small bar that divides a windows glass. Also called a grille or windowpane divider. Only the
bottom sash slides upward in a single-hung window. Ventilation area can vary from a small
crack to an opening of one-half the total glass area. Screens can be placed on the exterior or
interior of the window unit. Casement Casement windows are hinged at the sides. Hinged

windows such as casements generally have lower air leakage rates than sliding windows from
the same manufacturer because the sash closes by pressing against the frame. Casement
windows project outward, providing significantly better ventilation than sliders of equal size.
Because the sash protrudes from the plane of the wall, it can be controlled to catch passing
breezes, but screens must be placed on the interior side. Awning Awning windows are hinged at
the top and open outward. Hinged windows such as awnings generally have lower air leakage
rates than sliding windows from the same manufacturer because the sash closes by pressing
against the frame. Screens are placed on the interior of the window unit. Bay Window A bay
window is made up of three or more windows. The side or flanker units project out from the
building in 30, 45, or 90 degree angles. The center is parallel with building wall and is made up
of one or more windows. All the units can be stationary, operating, or any combination thereof.
Bow Window A series of four or more adjoining window units, commonly five in number,
installed on a radius from the wall of the building. Skylight A window installed in a roof and
assuming the same slope. Depending on which direction they face, skylights can bring in more
light and heat than windows. For example, in the summer months, an unshaded south-facing
skylight will bring in more direct sunlight and heat than a window. In a cold climate, a
north-facing skylight gives almost five times more light than a north-facing window with almost
the same amount of heat loss. Slider Both sashes slide horizontally in a double-sliding window.
Only one sash slides in a single-sliding window. Giving you the chance to learn even more
about your options and speak with a licensed local home improvement professional in your
area. How can I find out more information? Fixed Frame Refers to windows that are non-venting
or inoperable. We use cookies and other tracking technologies to improve your browsing
experience on our site, show personalized content and targeted ads, analyze site traffic, and
understand where our audiences come from. To learn more or opt-out, read our Cookie Policy.
Whether you're looking for new units to outfit an addition or replacements for your existing
windows, the experts at This Old House sort through the options to simplify your search.
Windows are one of the basic necessities of a home. They brighten our rooms, feed us fresh air,
keep out the rain, and, when matched to the style of the architecture, greatly enhance a house's
appearance, inside and out. But if your windows were letting in a little too much air last winter,
leaving you chilled and stuck with high fuel bills, consider this: New high-performance
insulating units can cut your energy costs by almost 25 percent. So with the arrival of spring,
and a fresh round of federal tax credits for installing more-efficient windows, it's a great time to
say sayonara to those drafty old units. If you're not sure which kind of windows to get, let us
offer a suggestion: wood. It's a light, strong, and attractive material. It's a good insulator, it's
moderately priced, and it can be milled into an unlimited array of shapes and profiles. Plus, with
a bit of regular care, it'll last indefinitely. The big problem is finding the right type and style for
your house among the myriad choices and manufacturers. It's enough to make your head hurt.
Save yourself some pain by studying the following slides. We make sense of the smorgasbord
of options and show you how to compare products so that you get the best window for your
buck. If new windows are in your future, this is one story you don't want to miss. Shown:
Andersen Series Woodwright. A wood sash and frame will last indefinitely, if properly
maintained. Glazing is typically warranted against fogging for 20 years. Leave it to a pro to put a
new full-frame window into a rough opening. Replacing just the sashes is a DIY-friendly job.
Shown above: Pella Precision-Fit; pella. Energy Starâ€”rated windows can shave 7 to 24 percent
off your heating and cooling costs, depending on the type of window you're replacing and the
part of the country you're in. Double-hungs are identified by the number of panes, or "lights," in
each sash. A 6-over-6, for example, has six panes per sash. The double-hung shown here is an
8-over It's called a "cottage window" because its upper sash is smaller than its bottom one.
Small pockets of decay can be scraped out and filled, but if the sill and jambs are severely
compromised, there's no saving them. When the perimeter seal on a double-glazed window
fails, the condensation that collects between the panes of glass spoils the view and reduces
energy efficiency. The window needs a new sash, at the least, if not entire replacement. Is a
sash hard to open or will it not stay open? Those old windows from the weight-and-pulley era
are easy to fix, but sashes with tubular-balance hardware from the s, '60s, and '70s may not be
worth saving. A 19th-century Italianate fitted with modern replacement casements, for instance,
will have infinitely more curb appeal with new wood double-hungs that match the look of the
original windows. Pictured: Rather than replace these 18th-century windows, TOH master
carpenter Norm Abram restored them to like-new condition. Adding interior storms made them
as weathertight as new units. Pro: Offers most styles and highest energy efficiency. Opening a
wall cavity allows you to upgrade insulation. Con: Hard to install; requires removal of interior
and exterior trim and some siding. Inserts from the outside. Con: Most expensive option. Frame
reduces size of window opening by up to 1 inch on all sides. Pro: Least expensive option.

Neither trim nor opening size is affected. Installs from the inside. Con: Available only as doubleor single-hungs. Requires exact measurements for sill angle and window opening. Existing
frame must be square and solid. Computer simulations create the key numbers for each
window. The shaded portions of the accompanying map show where the window meets regional
Energy Star performance criteria. This one passes muster nationwide. Measures how well a
window stops heat flow, on a scale of 0. The smaller the number, the better the performance in
both cold and hot climates. Measures how well glazing blocks the sun's heat, on a scale of 0 to
1. The lower the number, the less heat gets in. Go for 0. Tells how much light passes through; 0
is opaque, 1 is transparent. Glazing with a VT of 0. A lower VT limits glare but can slightly
darken rooms. Some labels also rate Air Leakage look for 0. The credit applies only to window
costs, not installation. Save the "qualification statement" from the manufacturer and your
receipts. A word of caution: Not all Energy Star windows are shoe-ins for the credit. Good for
tight budgets and for new construction where you can frame the opening to fit units in just a
handful of standard sizes. Top pick, if you want more size and design options. Mix and match
choices shown in the catalog, including energy-saving glazing. Styles: All window types, with
different muntin configurations. Hardware: Choose among a few crank styles and various
painted or plated-metal finishes. Wood: Mostly pineâ€”either bare, factory primed, or painted.
Some companies also offer clear alder or Douglas fir. The way to go for nonstandard sizes and
shapes or if you want to create an original design or replicate a historic window. Wood: Oak,
maple, cherry, and exotics, such as mahogany, finished to your specifications. Vintage
single-pane "wavy" glass can't be beat for character, but it provides little protection against the
heat and cold. With today's glass, called glazing, you can get more insulation and added
security, and can save time and money on window washing. Much more efficient than
single-pane, it can be improved further with heat-reflective low-e coatings and by filling the
space between the glass sheets with a denser-than-air gas, such as krypton or argon. A
titanium-dioxide coating reacts with sunlight to loosen dirt, which washes off in the rain. You
still have to clean the indoor surfaces. An invisible layer of plastic sandwiched between two
sheets of standard glass helps to foil intruders, block sound, and withstand earthquakes and
hurricanes. These traditional single-pane windows are strong and light and will last indefinitely,
but they're poor insulators. A separate glass "energy panel" affixed to the outside of the sashes
improves performance to the level of a standard double-pane. Hard to clean. Muntins are
adhered to the indoor and outdoor surfaces of double-pane glass. More energy efficient than a
true divided light but just as hard to clean. An aluminum grille sits permanently between two
glass panes, hinting at the look of actual muntins. The metal conducts heat, raising its U-factor
and making the window less efficient. Cleaning is a breeze, but choose a grille color you like,
because there's no changing it. A wood grid on the indoor surface of the window is held in
place with metal or plastic clips on the edge of the sash. It's easy to remove for cleaning and
can be replaced if damaged, but it doesn't look authentic when viewed close up from the
outside or inside. Paint is the traditional way to protect wood windows from the elements, but it
requires ongoing maintenance to keep the finish intact. Cladding the exposed exterior with
vinyl, aluminum left , or copper eliminates the work while maintaining the look of wood inside
your house. Easy upkeep doesn't come cheap, though. Durable; needs virtually no maintenance
beyond an occasional washing. Choose from several long-lasting colored finishes. The metal
conducts heat, which can result in inside condensation and lower energy efficiency. The least
expensive option. Never needs painting but available only in light colors as dark hues cause
vinyl to heat up and expand. Good insulator. Vulnerable to cracking in the cold. Not as strong as
wood, so sash frames are thick and bulky. Stable in hot or cold climates; insulates better than
all other window materials, including wood. Available in colors; easy to paint when dark colors
fade. Can't be shaped and milled like wood, and is more expensive. Cookie banner We use
cookies and other tracking technologies to improve your browsing experience on our site, show
personalized content and targeted ads, analyze site traffic, and understand where our audiences
come from. By choosing I Accept , you consent to our use of cookies and other tracking
technologies. All About Wood Windows. By Mark Feirer. Pinterest Email Pocket Flipboard. Sash
Movable or fixed frame that supports the glazing. Casing Trim that covers the gap between the
jambs and house framing. Sill Bottom part of the frame; angled to shed water. Jambs Sides and
top of the frame that surround the sashes. Glazing Window glass. Muntins Slender strips that
divide the glazing. Sash Lock Hardware that secures the top and bottom sashes. How Long Do
They Last? Can You Install Them Yourself? Photo by David Barry Start shopping for
replacements when the following problems crop up: Extensive Rot Small pockets of decay can
be scraped out and filled, but if the sill and jambs are severely compromised, there's no saving
them. Fogged Glass When the perimeter seal on a double-glazed window fails, the condensation
that collects between the panes of glass spoils the view and reduces energy efficiency. Poor

Function Is a sash hard to open or will it not stay open? Inappropriate Style A 19th-century
Italianate fitted with modern replacement casements, for instance, will have infinitely more curb
appeal with new wood double-hungs that match the look of the original windows. Use if a jamb
or sill is shot. You keep existing sill and jambs. Pro: Easiest to install. Trim not affected. Goes in
from the inside. Computer simulations create the key numbers for each window 1. Energy Star
The shaded portions of the accompanying map show where the window meets regional Energy
Star performance criteria. U-Factor Measures how well a window stops heat flow, on a scale of
0. Visible Transmittance VT : Tells how much light passes through; 0 is opaque, 1 is
transparent. Cost: Off the Shelf Photo by Courtesy of Jeld-Wen Good for tight budgets and for
new construction where you can frame the opening to fit units in just a handful of standard
sizes. Where to Buy: Home centers and lumberyards. Styles: Plain-vanilla double-hungs or
casements, often without muntins. Hardware: Painted metal crank. Glazing: Double-pane; not
eligible for tax credit. Wood: Unprimed pine. Wait: Up to three days, maximum. Where to buy:
Home centers, lumberyards, window retailers. Glazing: Low-e, triple glazed, patterned,
laminated. Wait: Four weeks, minimum. Where to buy: Window retailers. Styles: You name it.
Hardware: More crank styles in custom finishes or solid bronze. Glazing: The works, including
leaded art glass. Wait: Six weeks, minimum. Double-Pane: Much more efficient than
single-pane, it can be improved further with heat-reflective low-e coatings and by filling the
space between the glass sheets with a denser-than-air gas, such as krypton or argon.
Triple-Pane: It's the best barrier against the cold but reduces light transmission and adds
weight and cost. Self-Cleaning: A titanium-dioxide coating reacts with sunlight to loosen dirt,
which washes off in the rain. Unbreakable: An invisible layer of plastic sandwiched between two
sheets of standard glass helps to foil intruders, block sound, and withstand earthquakes and
hurricanes. Muntin Choices: Grille in Glass Illustration by Rodico Prato An aluminum grille sits
permanently between two glass panes, hinting at the look of actual muntins. Muntin Choices:
Removable Grille Illustration by Rodico Prato A wood grid on the indoor surface of the window
is held in place with metal or plastic clips on the edge of the sash. What's a Clad Window?
Photo by John O'Hagan Paint is the traditional way to protect wood windows from the elements,
but it requires ongoing maintenance to keep the finish intact. Alternatives to Wood: Aluminum
Photo by Darrin Haddad Durable; needs virtually no maintenance beyond an occasional
washing. Alternatives to Wood: Fiberglass Photo by Darrin Haddad Stable in hot or cold
climates; insulates better than all other window materials, including wood. Email required. By
signing up, you agree to our Privacy Notice and European users agree to the data transfer
policy. There is a lot to think about when it comes to choosing windows for a property. They
must operate effectively and fulfil an important function, but consideration must also be given
to issues such as safety, noise reduction and energy efficiency. Once the type of window has
been selected, there are a wide range of finishes, hardware and decorative features to then
choose from. Knowing the correct terms for different parts of a window can help avoid any
confusion. Here is an illustration of both a casement and a box sash window, with the key
components highlighted and explained. Parts of a casement window â€” glossary of terms. For
more information or advice on windows for traditional, contemporary or renovation projects,
call our customer services team on or email info salisburyjoinery. Parts of casement and sash
windows explained. Parts of a casement window â€” glossary of terms Fanlight â€” This is the
name given to a smaller opening section found at the top of the window, which is typically
rectangular in shape. Window fram e â€” Collective term used to describe the head running
along the top of the window, the cill running along the bottom and the two vertical jambs on
either side. This forms the outer surround of the window. Head â€” Sometimes known as the
first mullion. The horizontal bar across the very top of the window frame. Top Rail â€” The name
of the horizontal bar across the top of the casement. Bottom Rail â€” The larger horizontal bar
across the bottom of the casement. Casement - The casement is the part of the window that
opens, in which the glass sits. Stile â€” The vertical edges of a casement. Jamb â€” The two
vertical sections running up the outer edge on each side of the window frame. Cill or sill - Sits
horizontally across the bottom of the window frame. Mullion â€” The vertical bar that sits
vertically within the frame and separates two casements, for example a fixed pane and opening
casement. Transom - A horizontal bar that separates two casements, for example a fixed pane
and a fanlight casement. Direct glaze â€” This is where the aperture for a casement is directly
glazed with glass without a casement. Parts of a box sash window â€” glossary of terms
Architrave - This refers to the moulding on the outer most edge of the window frame, typically
internally within the room. Top rail - The name of the horizontal bar across the top of the sash
that opens. Staff bead - The moulded bead that is attached to the inside lining which holds the
two sashes in place so they slide well. Glazing â€” The glass panels used within a sash. Meeting
rail - The name of the horizontal bar that sits across the top of the lower sash and the bottom of

the upper sash. The meeting rails of both sashes meet together when the window is closed.
Inside lining - The inside faces of both the sides and head of the window box frame. Sash bars
â€” Sometimes referred to as glazing bars or sash-gut, they separate the panes of glass within
any sash that has more than one pane. Sash stiles â€” Run vertically up both sides of a sash.
Cill or sill - The external horizontal bar that reaches across the bottom of the whole box-frame
and directs water away from the window. Horn - A decorative feature often found in traditional
sash windows, the horn is a short extension of the top sash stiles at the meeting rails that
strengthens the joint. Bottom rail - The larger horizontal bar situated across the bottom of the
lower sash. Outside lining - The external face of the window frame or box. Search â€¦ Search
Google. Recent Posts. Subscribe to updates from our blog. Did you know there are many vinyl
window parts? Here are the different window styles to choose from:. The window sash is the
part of the window that holds the glass together. They can be either operable or inoperable.
There are single, double or triple pane windows. These windows have multiple pieces of glass
held together by a spacer. Between each pane of glass in your double or triple pane windows is
argon gas. Argon gas is much denser than normal air so it moves slower making it difficult for
heated or cooled air to pass through the glass. Weatherstripping can be found on the bottom
and sides of the window sashes. It prevents drafts from sneaking into your home between your
window and the frame. As mentioned earlier, each window style has unique parts specific to
them. As you already know, double hung windows are made up of two operating sashes. The
upper sash is pulled down to open while the lower sash is pushed up. This is why double hung
windows are so easy to clean â€” say goodbye to washing second story windows on a ladder.
Child safety locks prevent your double hung windows from opening too far. When you shut
your double hung windows, the two sashes meet at the meeting rail. This is in the center of the
window. There is a lock found on the top of the meeting rail that, when locked, prevents both
window sashes from opening. It prevents drafts from sneaking into your home between the
window sashes. The hinge track is attached to the frame and allows your casement window to
open outwards. The operating arm bends outward as the window opens and the straight arm
slides down the track shoe. These four vinyl window parts work together to open and close the
window. All of these parts move and work together when you start turning the hand crank. The
hand crank gives you complete control over how much you want your window opened. Feldco
casement windows have a hand crank that folds into the frame to prevent snagging on clothes
or window treatments. The lock of a casement window can be found on the side of the window it
opens from. Sliding windows, much like double hung windows, have two sashes. Either one or
both of them can be operating sashes. The operating sashes on a sliding window move left and
right on a sliding track. Also, there are child safety locks at 3 and 5 inches on sliding windows.
They prevent the window from opening too far which is perfect for homes with small children
and pets. You can lock a sliding window with the sash lock. The two window sashes meet at the
meeting rail. This is where the sashes lock together internally and prevent drafts from sneaking
between the sashes. An awning window opens from the bottom outwards from your home.
Since the hinges are at the top of the window sash, when the operating arm extends, the
window creates an awning effect when it opens. Similar to a casement window, an awning
window is opened and closed using a hang crank. This gives you complete control of how much
fresh air enters your home. Think of a hopper window as the opposite of an awning window. The
arms of a hopper window are typically on the sides of the window and allow it to open into your
home. The top of the window frame is called the head while the sides are called the jambs. The
stool is the board that runs perpendicular to the rest of your window â€” it creates a little ledge
at the bottom. Grids are patterns that are installed between the panes of glass. Our product
specialists will walk you through the window installation process and find the perfect
replacement windows for your home. How to Get Rid of Gnats. All the Wonderful Benefits of
Natural Light. Drafty Doors All Rights Reserved. Contact Us Privacy Policy Photo by: Marvin
Windows and Doors. Windows are made up of many parts. Familiarize yourself with the correct
terminology before you go shopping for new windows so you'll know the individual parts of the
window and can easily communicate what you want. These are the major vertical supports of
the frame of the window sash. They are positioned on the sides of the window. The sash is the
frame that consists of the rails running along the top and bottom and the stiles on the sides.
The sash holds the glass in place. These are the grids of the window. They can be decorative
and just snap into place over the glass, or they can help hold the glass in place, dividing the
glass into sections often referred to as lights. Muntins are installed on the outside or inside of
the glass or both. Sometimes, they are mounted between two panes of glass, especially on
thermal-insulated windows. Windows of this type with the inside-mounted muntins are easier to
clean than windows with muntins on the outside of the glass. Glazing refers to the glass in the
window frame. It can be single, double or triple thicknesses with air spaces in between. Double

and triple glazing is the most energy efficient. Glazing compound is the putty that helps hold the
glass in place. Also known as the sill, this part of the window protrudes out like a shelf on the
bottom of the window into the interior of the house. Casing is the horizontal and vertical
molding that surrounds the entire window. It covers the space between the window and the wall.
It can be installed inside or outside the house and provides a finished look. These are the side
pieces that form the window frame and hold the sash that holds the glass. They run vertically
from the top of the window to the bottom. Rails are the horizontal pieces that connect the stiles
or vertical pieces of the window. They help hold the glass in place. The operator is the crank
mechanism that allows you to open and close casement and awning windows. A latch is the
locking device usually attached where two rails meet meeting rails on a double-hung window,
on the bottom rail of an awning window or on the stile of a casement window. The latch not only
locks the window, but it also helps seal the window closed, allowing the weather stripping to
effectively block out cold in winter and keep in cool air conditioned air during summer or heated
air in for the winter. Attached to the window frame either at the rails or the stiles, the scissor
arm or extension arm is extended or contracted by cranking the operator handle to open or
close the window. Privacy Policy. Home Design Remodel Interior Remodel. The Anatomy of a
Window. Learn about window parts, from sashes to muntins. Pinterest Facebook Twitter Email.
Marvin Windows and Doors. By: Peter Walsh. Related To: Windows. Photo courtesy of Jeld Wen
Windows and Doors. This refers to the horizontal board attached to the wall under the
windowsill or stool. Side Casing and Head Casing. Photo courtesy of Simonton Windows.
Scissor Arm or Extension Arm. More from:. Load More. Ty Breaker 6am 5c. Ty Breaker 7am 6c.
Ty Breaker 8am 7c. Ty Breaker 9am 8c. Ty Breaker 10am 9c. Ty Breaker 11am 10c. Ty Breaker
12pm 11c. Home Town 1pm 12c. Home Town 2pm 1c. Home Town 3pm 2c. Home Town 4pm 3c.
Home Town 5pm 4c. Home Town 6pm 5c. Home Town 7pm 6c. Home Again with the Fords 9pm
8c. House Hunters 10pm 9c. House Hunters International pm c. House Hunters 11pm 10c. Home
Again with the Fords 12am 11c. House Hunters 1am 12c. House Hunters International am c.
House Hunters 2am 1c. Fixer to Fabulous 3am 2c. Fixer to Fabulous 4am 3c. Fixer to Fabulous
5am 4c. To sign up, please enable JavaScript. Privacy Policy Sign Up. Sign Up for More No
Thanks. Twitter Facebook Pinterest Instagram. We can also help you plan a future project with a
virtual consultation. Stay Safe, Stay Healthy. Knowing sills from stiles can be very helpful when
planning for a patio door replacement. Frame â€” The door frame is the outer structure that
holds the door panels and is the part that attaches to the wall opening. Traditionally made of
wood, our own replacement patio doors ensure better energy efficiency and long-term
performance. Stiles and rails â€” These are the continuous vertical and horizontal supports,
respectively, that serve as the skeleton of the door panel. Sill â€” This is the bottom part of the
door frame where the unit rests on when closed. It also acts as part of the door
weatherstripping. Bottom sweep â€” The bottom sweep is the barrier at the lower part of the
door panel. It is made of flexible material like rubber or brush. It protects against air leakage,
drafts, and dust. Some sliding door designs have a similar mechanism incorporated into the
rails. Weatherstripping â€” This is a flexible gasket-like seal around the door frame that helps
prevent water intrusion when the door is closed. Panels and glazing â€” Panels comprise the
middle section of a solid door, held in place by stiles and rails. French doors and gliding patio
doors more often than not have glazing on this part. Core â€” Solid entry doors have the area
under the panel filled with a foam core or other kind of insulation. Side lites and transom â€”
Side lights or lites are vertical windows installed along the sides of the door frame for
illumination or security. Transoms span the top side of an interior door. You can use them for
ventilation as well as natural lighting. Our options ensure energy savings, curb appeal, and
indoor comfort all year long. Call us today at to learn more about patio doors. You can also fill
out our contact form for a free, no-obligation consultation. Skip to primary navigation Skip to
main content. Blog 8 Parts of Your Exterior Door. Customer Reviews. We had a backdoor
replaced and found that there was extensive wood damage from the previous install being done
incorrectly. Russ Bauer came in and did a thorough, fantastic and solid repair job. He was
professional, kept the area clean and safe at the end of each day it was a three day repair. We
would like tell you about the excellent job done on 15 windows at our place done by Ryan P.
And Lyle G. They were extremely conscious about not disturbing the plants in our garden below
the windows. They were always on time a. New Andersen Windows look great. Outstanding
installation. Brian and Jacob were very friendly and professional. Thank you much. Super
friendly and efficient. Got the job done faster than expected and the windows look great. Would
absolutely recommend these guys. The installers Jacob and Brian were fabulous, they cleaned
up beautifully and did and excellent job installing. Please contact me at the phone number I
listed above to schedule a convenient day and time for an in-home price quote. I am submitting
this form so you can contact me and keep me informed about your products, services and when

they go on sale. I understand that I do not need to submit this form to schedule an in-home
price quote. Instead I may call your service center at the number on this page. Schedule a Free
Consultation. Most windows have two main components, the frame and the sash. The frame is
the outermost area, or casing of the window, and inside it are the sash and the glass. The sash
is the area inside the frame, the part that holds the glass. For example, on a single-hung
window, the piece you slide to open the window is the sash. The frame has t
nissan quest 1996
3d printer parts diagram
audi tailights
hree main parts: the sill, or horizontal strip along the bottom of the frame; the jamb, the vertical
sides of the frame; and the head, the top horizontal strip on the frame. The sash also has
several components. Stiles are the vertical sections of the sash. Rails are the horizontal
sections. Inside the sash is the glass, which is sometimes called the windowpane. A common
decorative feature of windows are grilles. Now that you are familiar with the different
components of a window, check out our great selection. Save my name, email, and website in
this browser for the next time I comment. Notify me of followup comments via e-mail. You can
also subscribe without commenting. This site uses Akismet to reduce spam. Learn how your
comment data is processed. Use this diagram to familiarize yourself with the different parts of a
window. How to prevent condensation on your windows during winter February 12, How to
decorate your House this Holiday Season December 4, Write A Comment Cancel Reply.

