Parts of a church diagram

In Western ecclesiastical architecture , a cathedral diagram is a floor plan showing the sections
of walls and piers, giving an idea of the profiles of their columns and ribbing. Light double lines
in perimeter walls indicate glazed windows. Dashed lines show the ribs of the vaulting
overhead. By convention, ecclesiastical floorplans are shown map-fashion, with north to the top
and the liturgical east end to the right. Many abbey churches have floorplans that are
comparable to cathedrals, though sometimes with more emphasis on the sanctuary and choir
spaces that are reserved for the religious community. Smaller churches are similarly planned,
with simplifications. Cathedral floorplans are designed to provide for the liturgical rites of the
church. Unlike the Roman and Greek religions, where priests performed rituals without public
participation, Christian worship involved the believers. Thus, the limited spaces typically used
in pagan temples were not suitable to Christian worship. This included an entry on one end of a
long narrow, covered space with a raised dais at the other end. Upon the dais, public officials
would hear legal cases, or expound on some matter of public interest. From Wikipedia, the free
encyclopedia. Redirected from Cathedral diagram. Categories : Church architecture Diagrams.
Hidden categories: All articles with unsourced statements Articles with unsourced statements
from September Commons category link is on Wikidata Webarchive template wayback links.
Namespaces Article Talk. Views Read Edit View history. Help Learn to edit Community portal
Recent changes Upload file. Download as PDF Printable version. Wikimedia Commons.
Wikimedia Commons has media related to Floor plans of churches. Church buildings have been
a cornerstone of Christian faith since the beginning, however, their size and construction have
changed over the years. Early Christians met in homes or large public buildings to encourage
each other and to maintain unity. As the church grew, the need for larger buildings that were
designed specifically for the purpose of worship became obvious. In some cases, existing
homes were remodeled to suit such purposes and in others, new buildings were constructed.
The design of the church building itself is purposeful, incorporating symbolic meaning from the
Bible. In the Catholic church, the vestibule is usually the first area encountered upon entering
the church. This area separates those who are reconciled to the church from those who are not.
A baptismal, or pool of water used to baptize infants, is kept near the entrance on purpose, as
baptism is the "door to the church" in Catholicism. Near the baptismal are shelves in the wall
that hold oil used in different ceremonies, including baptism, confirmation and ordination. In
other churches, there may be a foyer immediately upon entry or the doors may lead directly into
the nave or worship center, as it may be called. The nave is the area of the church where
parishioners, or members of the church, sit or stand. In Catholic and Protestant churches, this
area is comprised of pews. In modern churches, it is not uncommon to see rows of chairs or
even tables with chairs in this area. In most churches, the sanctuary is in front of the nave, and
kept separate by railing if possible. This area is home to the altar, tabernacle, pulpit and a chair
for the priest or pastor. The pulpit is generally raised and used during the sermon, or
instructional time of the service. The altar is the place where the priest prepares communion,
which is stored in the tabernacle when not in use. Modern churches may simply have a stage
without altar or tabernacle. In these churches, the pastor may sit or stand and the use of a pulpit
will depend on the local church. In some churches, a raised area above the sanctuary, or a set
of risers behind the sanctuary may be occupied by the choir. This area is called a "choir loft"
and was originally used for the choir to sing responses to the mass with the congregation. Now
it is used for a choir to sing hymns or Christian songs. Some non-denominational or modern
churches may incorporate other elements into a church building that are more commonly found
in community centers or banquet halls. This may include a coffee bar or snack area, nursery
and schoolrooms for younger members of the church or prayer closets, where one can pray
onsite but separately from the congregation. Missi Maynard has worked in online advertising for
more than 10 years. She has also been a copywriter for a number of online publications and
volunteers for many charitable and faith-based organizations. Maynard holds associate degrees
in computer information systems and general studies, and is pursuing a Bachelor of Science in
Christian ministry. Regardless of how old we are, we never stop learning. Classroom is the
educational resource for people of all ages. Based on the Word Net lexical database for the
English Language. See disclaimer. About the Author Missi Maynard has worked in online
advertising for more than 10 years. Related Articles. When believers in Christ join together as a
congregation to do the work that Jesus commissioned the church to do: How can ministry best
be organized to allow the church to function and fulfill its purpose? This article is intended to
present general principles that can be adapted to fit the unique character of a local church and
to also give a fresh perspective on approaching ministry. We will now look at some of these
concepts by starting with the head leadership of the church and working our way down. Without
Jesus as the head of the church, it will not be able to function or accomplish its mission.
Underneath the Head Shepherd, there is a group of under shepherds overseers, elders or

pastors who are the spiritual leaders of the church. This group of spiritual leaders can be
composed of some individuals who have dedicated their livelihoods to ministry and others who
do not and make a living elsewhere. Their primary focus is to oversee the spiritual aspects of
the church. We can see with the early church in Acts that, in addition to spiritual matters, the
twelve apostles also encountered other things that needed attention in the church. Now in these
days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose against
the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. Therefore,
brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom,
whom we will appoint to this duty. But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of
the word. This passage shows that the twelve apostles saw their need to stay focused on the
spiritual matters of ministry. This allows the spiritual leadership to not become preoccupied by
these other things that need to be taken care of in the church. There is a natural tendency to get
pulled into focusing on the physical world around us and end up neglecting the more important
spiritual matters of the church. With the head spiritual leadership and supporting service
leadership established, we can now look at how we can structure specific areas of ministry
under the head leadership. If we want to form the structure of ministry around how it functions,
we need to discover the basic functions of the church. Looking at the Great Commission in
Matthew and at the early church in Acts and many other places in scripture , we can begin to
see four basic functions or areas of ministry. These four general areas are listed in the table
below:. These four relationships can be indicated by four directional words describing the
direction of the relationship to the church. They are:. Out-Reach : The church reaching out to
those outside the church. Evangelism, Missions. In-Reach : The church reaching in to those
inside the church. Encouragement, Fellowship. Up-Reach : The church reaching up by
communicating and giving to God. Praising, Prayer, Worship. Down-Reach : God reaching down
by communicating and giving to the church. All of these relationships work together in balance
and are necessary for each other to function properly. People come into the body of Christ
through evangelism and then through equipping, encouragement, and growing in their
relationship with Christ they then go out and evangelize to others who are then brought into the
discipleship process Matthew ; Romans With each of these four relationships, ministry teams
can be established under the church leadership to help ensure that each one functions properly
and that no area is neglected or out of balance. Sub-teams can also be established under each
of these four core ministry teams to deal with more specific areas if necessary. Maybe naming
the ministry teams Up-Reach or In-Reach, for instance, or some other fitting name would help
the team to keep focused on their purpose. The following figure illustrates the In, Out, Up and
Down-Reach relationships and how each are related to one another. It is easy to see how many
ministries in the church would fit under one of those four areas. But, consider, for instance, the
youth ministry of a local church. At first you might think it would just belong under the
Down-Reach or equipping function of the church. But, a youth group also reaches out to
unsaved youth, encourages and keeps each other accountable, and worships and prays to God
at youth group meetings. This is an example of a group ministry which includes all four areas or
functions of the church about as equally. There are two ways that ministries in the church can
be oriented: either toward ministering to a specific area or function of the church or toward
ministering to a particular people group in the church. Group ministries are concerned with
ministering in all areas of the church to a specific group of people. The groups are composed of
people with a common characteristic or interest, many of which are based on age or gender.
Each person in the church can be covered by more than one group, and each group can
minister a little differently in each of the four areas to a particular people group. It is important
with group ministries to make sure you do not create too many groups that are functioning
separately by themselves. Try to keep groups that are similar together so that they will work
better being with other teams that are related to it. For example, you could have a main Family
ministry group with sub-teams for marriages, single parents, divorced, and grief support. Area
ministries, on the other hand, are concerned with ministering in a specific area to all groups
within the church. Each of these area ministries is primarily focused on its particular function
Up, Down, In or Out that the team deals with, but they will also include a little from the other
areas as well since no area can be completely separated from the others and work effectively. In
addition to each area ministry working generally with the church body as a whole, they also
work with and assist each group ministry in helping them to minister in that area. For instance,
an evangelism or Out-Reach team works with the church as a whole in evangelism efforts, as
well as working with group ministries such as the Youth, Women, and Men in helping them
evangelize their particular people group. With some ministries it might be more difficult to
determine whether it would be best to base the ministry under an area ministry or have it
function as a group ministry. For example, if you have a ministry that is functioning primarily as

a once a year outreach to a particular people group and it does not include a significant amount
from other areas, such as holding bible studies or accountability groups throughout the year, it
may be best to base that ministry under the Out-Reach team. Even though the ministry deals
with a specific people group, it is not focused on ministering in all areas to that group. However,
if over time the ministry grows to include the other areas or functions about as equally as
outreach, then you could move it out from under the Out-Reach team and make it a group
ministry. To help you consider which way would work best for a particular ministry, you might
try thinking of a pie with four slices: one for each of the four areas or functions. Now that we
have the group and area ministries established, we can look at how these ministries function
internally within themselves. The leadership of each ministry can be composed of several
different leadership structures depending on how large the ministry is or how much work is
involved. Some ministries, particularly smaller ones, could be led by just a single leader. You
could also include a co-leader to take on the responsibilities of the ministry when the leader is
unavailable or to help share the work load. If a ministry is larger, and you have three or more
leaders, you could make group decisions for the ministry. At the group leadership level the
group can still designate a head group leader that can be given executive authority by the group
to take care of certain decisions that need to be taken care of before the group is able to meet
again for example, if something breaks down and needs fixed right away. The group leader
would only be able make decisions that are within the limits that the group had previously
granted them. The group could also give authority in a similar manner to other group members
at times to oversee details for a special project or responsibility. For some ministries, the group
leader or single ministry leader could also be a staff member or pastor, such as in the case of a
youth pastor or worship pastor. A ministry team leader could in some cases also act as a liaison
or representative for that ministry by also being a member of the ministry team above them. In
addition to ministry teams working within their own areas and groups, there are many times
when different ministry teams work together on special events or ministry efforts. In these
cases, one of those ministry teams can be designated as the primary overseer for that ministry
effort or event. This can usually be the ministry team that deals with the largest portion of the
joint ministry or handles the primary focus of the event. This primary overseer handles how the
overall ministry effort or event will look and fit together, in addition to handling their own
specialized part in it. The other ministry teams involved would be responsible to the primary
overseer relating to that joint ministry effort. Sometimes, with a larger joint ministry, a special
ministry team made up of members of the various ministry teams involved could be established
instead of designating one of the teams to be the primary overseer. Another situation where
ministry teams work together involves the support or service ministries in the church which are
based as ministry teams under the head physical or service leadership. These support
ministries, if they would function separately by themselves apart from the rest of the church,
would not have any spiritual significance. But when they are joined together with supporting the
other ministries in the church, they take on a spiritual purpose. These ministries are responsible
directly to the head physical or service leadership, but are also responsible to the leadership of
each ministry they support while dealing with that particular ministry. In some cases, these
support ministries could just be based under a certain ministry if they primarily, or almost
exclusively, deal with only that ministry. A technical ministry, for instance, could be overseen
exclusively by a worship ministry if it does not deal with any other ministries in the church on a
significant basis. Both the spiritual and physical focuses present in the head leadership of the
church are also evident within each other ministry in the church, but usually these ministries do
not have two separate groups within that ministry to focus on the spiritual and physical sides of
ministry. The physical service aspects within each ministry many times work simply as a joint
part of that ministry, but in cases where a service ministry also supports many other ministries
in the church, they can be based under the direction of the head physical leadership of the
church. Hopefully, some of these concepts will help give you ideas as to how ministry structure
might be improved in your church to help you accomplish the mission and purpose God has
given the church. There are many other issues to consider in the ministry of a local church, but
hopefully these concepts have helped you to look at ministry in a new perspective. Most
importantly, remember to seek God in prayer, spend time in His Word, and listen to the Holy
Spirit as to how He wants you to best structure ministry for your church. Download this
document in a printable PDF format. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Church Ministry
Structure and Organization. Evangelism, Outreach, Missions Hebrews , ; 2 Timothy Praise,
Prayer, Worship Matthew ; 2 Timothy ; John Evangelism, Missions In-Reach : The church
reaching in to those inside the church. Home Sitemap. Home Church Ministry Structure and
Organization Introduction When believers in Christ join together as a congregation to do the
work that Jesus commissioned the church to do: How can ministry best be organized to allow

the church to function and fulfill its purpose? These four general areas are listed in the table
below: Evangelism, Outreach, Missions Matthew ; 2 Corinthians ; Mark Fellowship,
Encouraging, Accountability Hebrews , ; 2 Timothy Praise, Prayer, Worship Ephesians , ;
Psalms Equipping, Teaching, Bible Study In longitudinal churches, it extends from the entrance
to the apse or only to the crossing if the church has one and is usually flanked by side aisles.
Note that the transept appears infrequently in Early Christian churches. Old St. Peter's is one of
the few example of a basilica with a transept from this period. The transept would not become a
standard component of the Christian church until the Carolingian period. The apse in the
Roman basilica frequently contained an image of the Emperor and was where the magistrate
dispensed laws. In the Early Christian basilica, the apses contained the "cathedra" or throne of
the bishop and the altar. In the Early Christian basilica the nave elevation usually is composed
of a nave colonnade or arcade and clerestory. In churches, the clerestory windows above the
roofs of the side aisles permit direct illumination of the nave. Much more information on Early
Christian architecture can be found here. AP Art History. Search this site. Navigation Home. AP
English Literature. About Mendoza. English 9. Links Textbook Website. Reference Websites.
Parts of an Early Christian Basilica 1 Propylaeum- the entrance building of a sacred precinct,
whether church or imperial palace. Nave Referring to the "barque of Peter" and "Noah's Ark,"
the word "nave" is derived from the Latin word for ship, navis , and has come to mean the area
where the parishioners sit or stand pews are a very late addition to the nave area, and, even
today, parishioners stand during the liturgy in many Eastern Catholic and Orthodox Churches.
In Gothic architecture, the nave had an aisle or two on both sides. Crossing The place where the
nave, chancel and transept intersect. This area is often domed. Transept The transverse arm of
a cruciform church is called the transept. Because the liturgy is supposed to be celebrated ad
orientem facing East , the left side of the transept is called the North transept and the right side
of the transept is called the South transept. This is so even if the actual orientation of the
Church is other than with the Altar at the East side. Some churches have transepts at the West
end of the church, too -- especially English Gothic churches. Sanctuary and Choir Chancel The
word "chancel" comes from the word cancelli , meaning "lattice work," once used to rail off the
choir, where the religious would sit on long benches to sing the responses at Mass and chant
the Divine Office, from the nave, where the people sit. Medieval churches often had "rood
screens" "rood" means "cross" separating the Sanctuary and choir from the body of the nave.
The rood screen had the rood -- the Crucifix -- often flanked by images of the Virgin and St.
John and by oil lamps. This screen totally separated the sanctuary from the place the people sat
so that the sanctuary was truly treated as the Holy of Holies. In Eastern Catholic churches and
in Orthodox churches, the sanctuary is separated from the congregation by a lovely iconostasis
-- a screen or wall with at least two icons some are covered with them. The iconostasis has
three doors: the Door of the Proskomide preparation for Liturgy on the left; the Royal Door in
the middle which leads directly to the altar; and the Deacon's Door at the right from the
parishioner's point of view. The rise of Renaissance architecture saw the disappearance of the
choir area, the bringing forward of the sanctuary, and the general disappearance of the rood
screens. The sanctuary was, instead, separated from the nave as they should be today if there
is no rood screen or iconostasis by altar rails at which communicants must kneel to receive the
Eucharist. Aside from being the place of the Altar, the sanctuary is the place where the
Tabernacle, which holds the Blessed Sacrament, is kept and over which there should always be
burning a tabernacle light. The other place where the Tabernacle might be kept is a separate,
conspicuous, well-adorned side chapel in churches in which the Altar area is used for the
solemn conduct of the Divine Office or for Pontifical ceremonies. When we see the Tabernacle,
we genuflect. If the Blessed Sacrament is exposed, we kneel on both knees. Apse As the term is
commonly used in church architecture, "apse" denotes the often domed, semicircular or
polygonal termination where the altar is located. Altar The High Altar the main altar is the place
where the Eucharistic Sacrifice is offered in a single church, there should be more than one
Altar. While ancient synagogue liturgy was oriented toward Jerusalem, Christian liturgy is
supposed to be celebrated with the priest and the congregation facing East "ad orientem" , the
direction whence Jesus, as symbolized by the rising Sun, will come again; the High Altar ,
therefore, has traditionally been at the East side of the church. In older churches, you might still
see gorgeous altar screens or "Altar pieces" behind the Altar. The more fanciful, ornate ones
are called "reredos" and can be quite exquisite, full of sculpture and with different panels. The
High Altar should: be fixed, of natural stone bishops conferences have some leeway here , and
contain a relic of a Saint martyrs are favored. The Altar is venerated because it is the place of
sacrifice, and because it is the place of Sacrifice, the Tabernacle is usually kept on it. Some
churches may have side altars and some may even have side chapels devoted to various
Saints. These are used for private Masses. Pulpit The podium on the left side of the church as

you face the Altar the "Gospel side" , from where the Gospel is read and which is reserved for
clergy. Not all churches have both a lectern see below and a pulpit; some just have one single
speaker's podium called an ambo. Note that the Gospel side of the church is also informally
referred to as the "Mary side" of the church because it is there a statue of her is often placed.
Lectern The stand on the right side of the church as you face the Altar the "Epistle side" from
where the Epistles are read and which can be used by lay-people. Not all churches have both a
lectern and a pulpit see above ; some just have one single speaker's podium called an ambo.
Note that the Epistle side of the church is also informally referred to as the "St. Joseph side" of
the church because it is there a statue of him is often placed. Mary and the Gospel are greater
than Joseph and the Epistle so are at Jesus' right. This will be so unless there is a statue of,
say, our Lord, in which case it will be placed to the right of Jesus' vantage point from the
Crucifix while Mary is to the left. Ambulatory An ambulatory is basically a sort of walkway which
can be either inside or outside of a structure. In Gothic architecture, ambulatories often had
projecting chapels and were especially common around the apse. If an ambulatory is outdoors
and is built such that one side is wall while the other has columns or arches, especially opening
onto a courtyard, it is often called a cloister the word "cloister" also refers to the area within a
monastery to which some religious are confined. Sacristy or "Vestry" The Sacristy is where
sacred vestments , liturgical vessels , etc. When the sacristy is behind the chancel and has two
entrances, the priests enter on the Gospel side and exit through the Epistle side door. In the
sacristy you will find the sacrarium -- a special sink with a pipe that bypasses the sewer, unlike
an ordinary sink, but instead goes straight into the earth. This sink is made thus to preserve the
dignity of sacred things which can no longer be used. For ex. The first rinse used to clean Altar
linens, old baptismal water, sacred oils , blessed ashes , etc. Back to Being Catholic Index.
Inside your Church Click the various parts of the picture below to learn about the various parts
of a Catholic church. This diagram is based on the classic, historical cruciform architecture.
Catholic vision assigns symbolic meaning to the various parts of the church building, as it does
to pretty much everything else in the world. The roof symbolizes charity, which covers a
multitude of sins; the floor symbolizes the foundation of faith and the humility of the poor; the
columns represent the Apostles, Bishops, and Doctors; the vaulting represents the preachers
who bear up the dead weight of man's infirmity heavenwards; and the beams represent the
champions of ecclesiastical right who defend it with the sword. The nave symbolizes Noah's
Ark and the Barque of St. Peter, outside of which no one is saved. The direction of the East
represents the Heavenly Jerusalem, and the direction whence the Messiah will return in glory;
West represents death and evil. Narthex or "Vestibule" A true narthex is either an outside,
covered porch-like structure or an inside area separated from the nave the "body" of the church
by a screen, but this word has come to mean "entry" or "foyer. A westwork or "westwerk" is the
front of a large cathedral that has a tall facade and, usually, towers and an upper chamber
imagine the front entry of Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris with its towers and sculpture. When
entering a church, we dip our fingers into the holy water font, cross ourselves and recall and
show gratitude for our Baptism. We then genuflect on our right knee while facing Christ in the
tabernacle beside our pew before sitting down. When leaving, we genuflect toward the
tabernacle once more beside the pew we've just left. Inside, churches are treasure troves of
artwork and symbolism relating to the spiritual life of the church and its congregation; tombs
and memorials showing the changes in style and fashion of the departed rich and their families,
the day-to-day fixtures such as the font, pulpit, reredos screen and lectern, all lit by daylight
streaming in through the stained glass windows. Every medieval church contained a font. It was
close to the main entrance of the church in an area known as the baptistry. Today, fonts may be
found elsewhere in the church. The word font is derived from the Latin word 'fons' which means
spring. The font contains the holy water used in Baptism. They were originally large enough to
allow the infant to be fully immersed, but in the middle ages it became the practice to baptise by
partial immersion or pouring water over the head. In it was ordered that all fonts should have a
lockable lid. The water was generally only changed once per year, on Easter Sunday! Derived
from the Latin word 'navis', meaning ship. It was thought that the nave roof resembled an
upside down ship, or the Ark of Salvation. The nave is the main body of the church. Originally,
the nave was unconsecrated and its maintenance was the responsibility of the congregation.
The nave was used for many functions. In early days it was the scene of trial by ordeal, storage
space for the arms which every parish had to provide the regimental colours found in many
churches remind us of this and a venue for guild plays, processions, church ales and business.
In the middle ages, the interior walls of churches were like picture books of painted plaster.
They were used as visual aids for the illiterate congregation. Walls were covered with murals
depicting saints and scenes from the scriptures. A boss is a decoration in stone or wood where
cross members of a roof or ceiling intersect. For most of them, the original paintwork has long

since gone, to be replaced in some cases by a covering of gilt paint. The Green Man is one of
the most powerful and enduring pagan symbols and was originally a Celtic fertility symbol.
Green Men are found in a variety of forms in the ornamental stonework and woodwork of
churches. They are male heads peering through foliage, which is often growing from their eyes,
mouth, ears and nostrils. They are usually found on roof bosses, capitals, corbels and
misericords. In larger churches, the upper level of the nave wall was often pierced by windows
to increase the amount of light. When aisles were added in medieval times, many churches
raised the nave wall, so that a clerestory could be installed. An arcade is a range of arches
supported on piers or columns. The term is also used to describe the arched division between
the nave of a church and its aisles. Arcades rest on columns. The first columns would have
been made of wood. They are like trees and remind us of ancient pagan beliefs and practices.
Capitals, the top part of columns, are often carved with leaves or other similar decorations,
reinforcing the connection with trees. The word aisle comes from the Latin 'ala' meaning wing.
An aisle is a sideways extension of a nave, from which it is divided by an arcade of arches.
Some churches were built with aisles, but they were usually added to earlier buildings, perhaps
to accommodate the growing population. For centuries there was no seating in the nave,
although a stone ledge was sometimes provided for the elderly and infirm; 'the weakest go to
the wall'. With the increase in preaching came the need for seating. By the late 16th century an
increasing number of churches had installed permanent benches. Rows of benches are often
erroneously referred to as pews. Pews are actually enclosed structures, and of a much later
date and had doors to protect from drafts. Poppyheads are ornaments, often found on top of the
upright end of seats and benches. They may be carved in the shape of figures, animals, beasts,
foliage, or a number of other shapes. A gallery is an upper storey constructed to provide
additional seating for the church. Side galleries, to the north and south of the nave, were
erected in many churches in the 18th and early 19th centuries to accommodate the greatly
increasing population of the industrial revolution, and later taken down when church
congregations began to decrease. Many churches also have west galleries, in the space
beneath the tower, which were intended to accommodate choirs and musicians. Later, church
organs were often placed in the west gallery. Sometimes depicted in a series of paintings or
carvings round the walls of a church. During a devotion of the same name, each station is
visited in turn. Over years ago, King Henry VIII declared that a large copy of the English Bible
should be set up on a lectern in every parish church in England, so that the poor as well as the
rich might hear the Word of the Lord. To guard against theft, the bibles were chained securely.
The oldest mention of a pulpit in England dates from the 12th century. The oldest example still
in existence is believed to date from about In the 15th century, only a fifth of churches had a
pulpit, but in they were made compulsory. The lectern is a reading desk on which the bible
rests. It is usually made from brass or wood, and is moveable. Brass lecterns are usually in the
shape of an eagle with outstretched wings. The eagle often stands on a ball which represents
the world, while the bible on the eagle's back symbolises the gospel being carried to the
corners of the earth. Bequest boards hang on the walls of the church, usually in the nave. They
list gifts of money made to local charities. Bequest boards also give an idea of the changing
worth of money over time. A hatchment is a diamond-shaped board made of wood or wood and
canvas. It bears the arms, crest or motto of a deceased person. Hatchments were carried in
front of funeral processions to the church, and afterwards hung on the gate of the deceased
person's house. After it had been hung on the gates for several months, it was taken down and
hung in the church. They were there to remind congregations of the link between the church
and the state. For hundreds of years, large chests with slots in the top were used for the
collecting alms. Chests were also used for keeping parish registers, accounts, and other
records. They usually had three or more locks, each with a separate key held by a different
person. All had to be present to unlock the chest. Chapels: The term chapel came to be used for
sanctuaries where Holy Relics were preserved and where prayers were said. From around 88 AD
it was also used for sacred buildings with a status less than that of a church. Chantry chapels:
By the 15th century most large churches had at least one chantry chapel, in which a priest was
employed to sing masses for the soul of the founder of the chapel and others nominated by
him. In town churches chantry chapels were often supported by trade guilds for the benefit of
their members. Chantry chapels were abolished at the time of the Reformation. The arched
opening in the east wall of the nave, providing access to the chancel. The chancel arch is often
decorated with carving, which may once have been painted. Rood screen: In medieval
churches, the rood screen was a decorative stone or wooden screen which separated the nave
from the chancel, and had a central gate. Most were pierced with a lattice work of carved wood
and richly decorated. Other screens were used to separate chapels from the chancel or aisles.
Great rood: A rood is a carved image of Christ on the cross, made of wood or stone. The

medieval 'great rood' was a carved and painted crucifix, erected on a pedestal above the rood
screen. Rood loft: Many medieval churches had a rood loft, or singing gallery, on top of the
rood screen. It was often supported by a coving. In most cases the only evidence left that these
existed are the blocked up doorways that led to them. These can be in stained glass windows,
on roof bosses, on reredos screens, or painted onto a number of small shields. Instruments
shown include the cross, the crown of thorns, lances, hammer and nails, scourges, and the
robe which Christ wore. Chancel derives from the Latin 'cancelli', meaning grating or lattice. The
term is used to describe a presbytery which is separated from the nave by a rood screen. From ,
it was considered necessary to enclose the chancel by a screen - 'to preserve the mystery of the
Eucharist' and to separate the holy part of the church from the sometimes rowdy secular
activities of the nave. Altar: The altar is the heart of the church. It usually stands at the east end
of the chancel or presbytery, in an area known as the sanctuary. The altar has two principal
symbolic meanings. First, it is a sacrificial altar. Christian writers saw Jesus as a sacrificed
lamb in his crucifixion and the altar remembers that sacrifice. Second, it is a table for a
communal meal, remembering the last supper. The altar is frequently marked by five crosses,
referring to the five wounds of Christ. Reredos: Behind the altar may be a reredos screen. It can
be a curtain, a picture or carvings in stone or wood. Sometimes it has niches containing figures
of saints. These are recessed seats, usually three, for priests. They are usually set into the
south wall of the chancel, are made of stone and may be canopied. The Latin word 'piscina'
literally means fish pond. The piscina is a niche containing a shallow stone basin with a drain
hole. It was used for disposing of the holy water used to wash the communion vessels during
the service. A double piscina also has a bowl for the priest to wash his hands. Easter is the
most important festival of the Christian year. An Easter sepulchre is a recess, usually in the
north wall of the sanctuary. At Easter time it is symbolic of Jesus' burial in the tomb following
the crucifixion. An aumbry is a small, secure chest or cupboard in a wall, usually the north wall
near to the altar. It houses the sacred vessels used during the service and communion. Today,
aumbries are often used to store the Blessed Sacrament. Some church stalls have misericords.
They are hinged, tip up wooden seats which, when up, have a second smaller seat on the
underside for the user to rest on when standing position. Sometimes the misericord seat has
carved decorations. Stained glass is used to add beauty and colour to churches. Often windows
show biblical scenes. Most medieval stained glass was lost following the Reformation and
during the Civil War, when it was smashed by the iconoclasts. There was a revival of interest in
stained glass during the Victorian era, and much of what we see today is from that time.
Victorian stained glass was usually installed as a memorial to local people or to commemorate
significant events. It should be remembered that monuments do not necessarily mark the place
of interment, which may be some distance away. Monuments can provide a wealth of
information concerning those remembered; wealth, fashion, their appearance, the way people
lived, and how they hoped to be remembered. Memorials vary in size from large, elaborate,
canopied monuments to modest tablets fixed to the church wall. From the beginning of the 13th
century the image was often placed on a tomb chest and carved in the form of a three
dimensional effigy. We'd love to keep you posted when we add new churches, trails and
inspiring ideas for places to visit. Sign up to our monthly five minute update. ExploreChurches
has been developed by the National Churches Trust using our core funds. Please consider
making a donation or, even better, become a Friend of the National Churches Trust. Your
church is unique, we would love to include it on ExploreChurches. It's quick and simple. Font
Every medieval church contained a font. Nave Derived from the Latin word 'navis', meaning
ship. Wall painting In the middle ages, the interior walls of churches were like picture books of
painted plaster. SpencerMeans Roof boss A boss is a decoration in stone or wood where cross
members of a roof or ceiling intersect. HeritageInspired Green man The Green Man is one of the
most powerful and enduring pagan symbols and was originally a Celtic fertility symbol.
Clerestories In larger churches, the upper level of the nave wall was often pierced by windows
to increase the amount of light. Arcade An arcade is a range of arches supported on piers or
columns. Columns Arcades rest on columns. Aisle The word aisle comes from the Latin 'ala'
meaning wing. Seating For centuries there was no seating in the nave, although a stone ledge
was sometimes provided for the elderly and infirm; 'the weakest go to the wall'. Poppyhead
Poppyheads are ornaments, often found on top of the upright end of seats and benches. Gallery
A gallery is an upper storey constructed to provide additional seating for the church. Stations of
the cross Sometimes depicted in a series of paintings or carvings round the walls of a church.
Chained bible Over years ago, King Henry VIII declared that a large copy of the English Bible
should be set up on a lectern in every parish church in England, so that the poor as well as the
rich might hear the Word of the Lord. Pulpit The oldest mention of a pulpit in England dates
from the 12th century. PhilLister Lectern The lectern is a reading desk on which the bible rests.

Bequest boards Bequest boards hang on the walls of the church, usually in the nave.
Hatchment A hatchment is a diamond-shaped board made of wood or wood and canvas.
HeritageInspired Parish chest For hundreds of years, large chests with slots in the top were
used for the collecting alms. Chapels and chantry chapels Chapels: The term chapel came to be
used for sanctuaries where Holy Relics were preserved and where prayers were said.
TukBassler Chancel arch The arched opening in the east wall of the nave, providing access to
the chancel. Rood screen, great rood and rood loft Rood screen: In medieval churches, the rood
screen was a decorative stone or wooden screen which separated the nave from the chancel,
and had a central gate. Chancel Chancel derives from the Latin 'cancelli', meaning grating or
lattice. Altar and reredos Altar: The altar is the heart of the church. Sedilia These are recessed
seats, usually three, for priests. Piscina The Latin word 'piscina' literally means fish pond.
FriendsOfFriendlessChurches Aumbrey An aumbry is a small, secure chest or cupboard in a
wall, usually the north wall near to the altar. Misericord Some church stalls have misericords.
PushCreativity Stained glass Stained glass is used to add beauty and colour to churches. Share
this page. Sign up here. Donate today. Add your church. In Orthodox churches, the boundary is
an iconostasis. Any lecterns are in front of the iconostasis, placing them in the nave instead of
in the chancel, as in western churches. Note that in some churches, the architect may have
swapped the positions of the lectern and the pulpit for aesthetic reasons or because of the
layout of the rest of the building. The choir may be located behind the chancel, to one or both
sides of the chancel, behind the congregation, or on a balcony behind the congregation. The
church floor plan may include a transept , a rectangular area between the chancel and the nave
that is wider than the rest of the building. As a result, the church is shaped like a cross when
viewed from the air. The choir might be located in the ends of the transept. The choir is
positioned so that it can be heard, without consideration for its visibility. The transept is a
medieval architectural innovation. After the congregation is seated, the choir, lay leaders, and
clergy in that order enter in a procession up the aisle. The minister who delivers the sermon sits
near the pulpit. There may two seats within the chancel railing, one for the minister who
conducts the communion and one for a lay helper. Leaders generally face the communion table
when addressing God, whether in prayer or song, because they are acting as part of the
congregation. Leaders face the congregation only during announcements, scripture readings,
and the sermon. The basic elements of this floor plan come from the layout of first-century
house, because the earliest Christian churches were house churches. The ancient institution of
the household included the functions of modern families and businesses; you could say that
the household was a family business. When visitors came to the house to do business with the
household, they would come through the front door into a very large room with little furniture.
At the opposite end of the room was the family dining room on a raised floor. It had a chopping
block front and center. The private rooms for members of the household were behind the dining
room. The father sat against the back wall of the dining room behind the chopping block, and
his sons sat against the wall on either side. When the building became a church, the atrium
became the nave, the dining room became the chancel, and the chopping block became the
altar. In this passage, the throne in the middle is the altar, the 24 elders sit in a circle around the
throne instead of in a semi-circle behind it, and Jesus, in the role of the bishop, sits on the altar
instead of behind it, because He is also the sacrifice. A modern church with this floor plan and a
congregation of about is as close as you can get to a New Testament house church. With local
variations, this floor plan is used by Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Anglican, Lutheran, and
Methodist churches, among others. Many Roman Catholic churches have a semi-circular nave
that surrounds the chancel, for a theater-in-the-round effect. Surprisingly enough, this is not a
contemporary innovation; it goes back at least to medieval times. In western churches, the
congregation has a speaking role in the service; that is, the clergy lead the congregation, who
actually perform the bulk of the service. This makes the service seem complex to the first-time
visitor. The first part of the service emphasizes Bible readings and the sermon, and it follows
the general plan of a synagogue service. The second half of the service, if present, consists of
communion. Any part of the service, except Communion, may be led by a lay person. Most Bible
readings and prayers are offered by lay leaders. The gospel reading and the sermon are
generally done by clergy. The congregation generally stands to sing or respond, sits to listen,
and kneels to pray. Everyone does the same thing at the same time, so it looks regimented to an
Orthodox visitor. Orthodox churches follow the same plan, except that there are generally no
pews and often the entire service is sung responsively by the clergy and the choir. The role of
the congregation is to stand in awe and prayer. Seats are provided for the disabled. Individuals
in the congregation are allowed to come and go when they like, walk around, bow, stand, light
candles, kiss icons, and so forth, during the service. It looks chaotic to a western visitor.
Orthodox worship has not changed at all for over 1, years. This Sunday Scriptures Colors.

Jesus Bible Theology Speed Bumps. Other Sources Poetry. General Information. A modern
house church typically consists of a dozen or so people hunkered around the coffee table in the
living room, some sitting on chairs dragged in from other rooms, but an ancient house church
typically consisted of about or so people standing in a large, mostly unfurnished public room
called an atrium. Worship in a modern house church is very informal, but worship in an ancient
house church was very formal. The closest equivalent to an ancient house church is a modern
church. There was an explosive growth among the churches in the United States in the early 19
th century. Most of the growth was on the frontier, where things had to be improvised,
conditions were rustic, and worship was, of necessity, very simple. That, compounded by a
simplistic view of the past, causes many people to think that Christian worship in the early
centuries was plain, spartan, and simple and that early Christians were uneducated. Nothing
could be further from the truth! The apostles did not evangelize the western frontier of the
United States; rather, they began by evangelizing major metropolitan areas in the Roman
Empire, such as Ephesus and Corinth, and set them up to evangelize the small towns nearby.
The members of the congregations were sophisticated, educated Jews and God-fearing gentiles
who were very well acquainted with the liturgy of the synagogue. We also tend to think that
worship began simple and rustic and later became elaborate, when in reality, it started very
elaborate and was simplified with time. The official records, which still exist, show that the
government confiscated, among other things:. As you can see, early Christian churches were
quite different from what many people imagine. The Roman house was a large building that
served both as the residence of the extended household and as their place of business. The
front door was the public entrance for people who had business dealings with the household. It
opened into a very large rectangular roomâ€”the atriumâ€”that had a well, stream, or small pool
just inside the entrance. The atrium could be very ornate, with a colorful mosaic floor and
paintings of ancestors on the walls, but there was very little, if any furniture. There was no wall
separating the dining room from the atrium, which allowed servants to attend to the diners from
the atrium. When the household was conducting its business, the atrium was a busy place,
filled with people talking to each other and doing business with the household. Since the dining
room was a raised platform without a wall separating it from the atrium, it was the best place for
the father and his sons to conduct business. The father sat in the center behind the chopping
block where he oversaw the proceedings, while his sons, seated on either side against the back
wall, conducted the business of the household. And we are his house, if we hold on to our
courage and the hope of which we boast â€”Hebrews , NIV. Legally, so far as business deals
were concerned, the sons were equal to the father:. For this reason the Jews [the Judeans] tried
all the harder to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his
own Father, making himself equal with God. The house could accommodate a congregation of
about people. Pews were invented in the west in the middle ages. Orthodox churches still do
not have seats in the nave. If you would like to see a simplified version of a Roman house
church, just look around you in your own church during Sunday worship if it has the historic
floor plan! The altar is the table in the chancel that the clergy use for Communion. During the
Protestant Reformation, some people felt that the traditional term was theologically misleading.
As a result, many people preferred to call it a Communion Table. Anglicans decided that both
terms were correct, because it is the altar from which we receive the sacrifice of Jesus Christ,
and because it is the table on which we celebrate Communion. Today, Anglicans and Lutherans
generally call it the altar, while churches in the Reform tradition tend to call it a Communion
table. If the wall behind the altar the east wall is curved, it forms a semicircular area that is
called an apse. In ancient times, large church buildings were modeled after a type of Roman
public building that had such a wall. The word ambo comes from a Greek word meaning both. In
common usage, however, ambos are incorrectly called pulpits. An ambry or aumbry is a niche
in the wall in a large church. It is generally used for storing various articles that are used in
worship. Even though the position of the baptistery was determined by the existing architecture
of the house, it took on a symbolic meaning, because baptism is the entrance to the Christian
life. Today the position of the baptistery varies. It can be in one of three places: just inside the
doors, in the nave in front of the congregation, or behind the chancel. In churches that usually
administer baptism by pouring, the baptistery consists of a stand with a water basin on top. It
could be a permanent structure in the front of the congregation or just inside the church doors,
or it could be a portable structure that only appears when there is a baptism. In Protestant
churches that administer baptism by immersion, the baptistery is a large tank that is located in
the front of the church, either behind the chancel or to one side. In newer Catholic churches that
are built with this rite in mind, the baptistery is generally an artificial pool with a water pump so
there is a continuous flow of water. It can be located just inside the entrance of the church, or in
the nave in front of the congregation. The chair on which the bishop sits. It is located in the

chancel , often centered behind the high altar. When a bishop such as the pope speaks ex
cathedra , it means he is speaking in his official capacity. The term cathedral refers to the
function of a church, not its architectural style. In this usage, the word see comes from a Latin
word meaning seat. In churches with a historic floor plan , the chancel is the front part of the
church from which the service is conducted, as distinct from the nave , where the congregation
sits. The chancel is usually an elevated platform, usually three steps up from the nave. In
churches with a lecture-hall floor plan , the term sanctuary is often used to mean both chancel
and nave because the two are not architecturally distinct. In the historic floor plan, the words
chancel and sanctuary are often synonyms. A chapel can either be an alcove with an altar in a
large church, or a separate building that is smaller than a full-sized church. Chapels have the
same function as church buildings and are equipped the same way, but they are usually
dedicated to special use. For example, a large estate might have a chapel in which worship
services are held for family members, staff, and guests. If a church builds a new and larger
sanctuary, but keeps the old one, the old one is often called a chapel. The wall behind the altar,
as viewed from the nave , is the east wall, no matter which direction you are actually facing. In
the past, all church buildings faced east, and it is still the case for eastern Orthodox churches
today. A person who enters the church goes from west to east, which symbolizes going from
the evil of the present world to the glory of the New Jerusalem to come. A large church may
have several altars. The term high altar refers to the main altar in the chancel. Other altars may
be located on the sides of the nave or in separate chapels in the same building. The one on the
left is called the pulpit , and it is used by clergy to read the gospel lesson and to preach the
sermon. Accordingly, the left side of the church is called the gospel side. The on the right is
called the lectern. It generally holds a large Bible and is used by lay readers for the Old
Testament and epistle lessons. Accordingly, the right side of the church is called the epistle
side. The communion table stands centered behind the lecterns. If there is enough room, the
communion table is placed away from the wall so that the celebrant may face the congregation
during communion. The choir may be located behind the congregation, to one or both sides of
the sanctuary , or even on the opposite side of the communion table from the congregation. The
choir is most often not in direct sight of the congregation. The wall that the congregation faces
during worship is called the east wall regardless of the actual compass direction, because of
the ancient practice, inherited from Judaism, of facing Jerusalem during prayers. The simplest
and easiest shape for a room is a square or rectangle, because it is easier and less expensive to
build a straight wall than a curved wall. In the historic floor plan, the chancel is on the short wall
of the rectangle. That results in a long aisle and pews in the back that are quite some distance
from the front. There are two modern variants on the historic plan; one is to put the chancel on
the long side of the rectangle and the other is to make a square room and put the chancel in one
of the corners. In these variants, the pews are either curved or placed at angles so that
everyone in the congregation faces the chancel. The result is that everyone is closer to the
chancel. For example, I attended a church with a nave that could seat over people. The nave
was a rectangle with the chancel on the long side, so that despite the size of the nave, no one
sat more than eleven pews back from the chancel. Orthodox churches also follow this plan,
except that they actually do face east, the nave is square rather than rectangular, and there are
normally no pews. The congregation stands. See also iconostasis. You can see a diagram and
get more information about historic church interiors. An icon is a highly stylized religious
painting on wood. The icon follows detailed artistic conventions, which include the lack of
perspective and unearthly colors. The icons are deliberately unrealistic so that they edify faith
without causing idolatry. It is nearly impossible to be in an Orthodox church without thinking
spiritual thoughts all the time. The subject and placement of the icons is significant. An illiterate
person could learn the whole gospel just by looking around. In Orthodox churches, the chancel
and the nave are separated by a partition that generally does not reach all the way to the ceiling.
It is covered with icons whose subject and placement is significant. It is called an
iconostasisâ€”it is essentially an icon stand. The iconostasis has three doors, two on each side
so the clergy can enter and leave the chancel, and one in the middle that, when open, gives the
congregation a view of the celebrant and the altar. In Orthodox worship, the nave represents
earth, the chancel represents heaven, and the iconostasis is the barrier that prevents us from
seeing heaven from earth. The celebrant opens the middle door at appropriate times when
heaven is revealed to people on earth. The western equivalent is called a rood screen. In
churches where it is customary to kneel for prayer, there is often a long, narrow padded bar at
the base of pew in front of you, which can be tilted down for kneeling and tilted up to make it
easier to get in and out of the pew. Most often the kneelers are the length of the pew and are
used by several people. If you are visiting a church that has kneelers, and you are not
accustomed to using them, keep the kneeler in the down position during the service except

while someone is passing through. See also prayer desk. The one on the right as viewed by the
congregation is called the lectern. The word lectern comes from the Latin word meaning to read,
because the lectern primarily functions as a reading stand. It is used by lay people to read the
scripture lessons, except for the gospel lesson, to lead the congregation in prayer, and to make
announcements. Because the epistle lesson is usually read from the lectern, the lectern side of
the church is called the epistle side. See also ambo and pulpit. In some churches, the positions
of the pulpit and the lectern are reversed that is, pulpit is on the right and the lectern is on the
left for architectural or aesthetic reasons. It is actually an ambo , but is often incorrectly called
the pulpit. It is used by all individuals who are involved in the conduct of the worship service.
The choir is seated behind the pulpit, facing the congregation and in full view. There is usually a
long kneeling rail between the congregation and the pulpit. If there is a communion table, it is
located between the kneeling rail and the pulpit. To receive communion, the congregation
comes up and kneels at the rail. In some churches communion is served to the congregation in
the pews. The kneeling rail is often used for individual counseling and prayer as a response to
the sermon or the worship service. You can see a diagram and get more information about this
type of church interior. The architectural term for the place where the congregation gathers for
worship, as opposed to the front part of the church from which the service is led. An oratory is a
room or a portion of a room that is set aside for an individual to conduct personal devotions.
The word oratory comes from a Latin word that means a place to pray. Originally, Christians
stood for worship, and that is still the case in many eastern churches. The pew, a long, backed
bench upon which congregants sit, was an innovation of western medieval Christianity. Pews
were inherited by Protestants from the Roman Catholic Church, and because of their
practicality, have spread to some Orthodox churches located in the west. Also called a prie-dieu
, a prayer desk is a kneeler with a small shelf for books, as in the illustration on the right. In
churches where it is customary to kneel for prayer, there might be two prayer desks in the
chancel, one for the clergy and the other for the lay leader. Prayer desks are also found in
private homes and small chapels. The one on the left as viewed by the congregation is called
the pulpit. It is used by clergy to read the gospel and preach the sermon. Since the gospel
lesson is usually read from the pulpit, the pulpit side of the church is called the gospel side. See
also ambo and lectern. A rood screen also known as a chancel screen is a partition that
separates the nave of a church from the chancel. It is similar to an iconostasis in an Eastern
Orthodox church, except that its origin is more recent. Its construction is different, because it is
not a complete visual barrier. Rood screens are much less common in western churches today
than in medieval times, when they originated. Protestants had theological problems with
separating the laity from the liturgy. Catholic churches removed the rood screens for the same
reason as a result of the Council of Trent You can still find a rood screen in an Anglican or
Lutheran church. In historic church architecture, the sacristy is the room or closet in which
communion equipment, linen, and supplies are kept. It is usually equipped with a sink. In
historic church architecture, the front part of the church from which the service is conducted,
as distinct from the nave , where the congregation sits. The sanctuary is usually an elevated
platform, usually three steps up from the nave. In historic usage, chancel ; and sanctuary are
synonyms. A shrine is a building or a place that is dedicated to one particular type of devotion
that is limited to commemorating an event or a person. What makes it a shrine is its limited
purpose and use. It could be anything from a large building to a plaque mounted on a pole next
to the side of the road. A shrine is located on the site where the event occurred that gave rise to
the commemoration and the devotion. For example, suppose someone erects a commemorative
plaque on the spot where some important person was murdered and people often come there to
think about the significance of the event and pray. That is essentially a shrine. In western not
Orthodox churches where worship is theatrical and the congregation functions as mainly as
audience, the architect often enlarges the chancel to accommodate performances and calls it a
stage, as in a theater. In medieval times, it became necessary to increase space near the
chancel to accommodate large numbers of clergy, the choirs, or members of religious orders.
The result was a space between the chancel and the nave that extends beyond the side walls,
giving the church a cruciform floor planâ€”meaning that it is cross-shaped when viewed from
the air. The undercroft is essentially a fancy word for the church basement under the chancel
and nave and transept, if there is one. Altar The altar is the table in the chancel that the clergy
use for Communion. Apse If the wall behind the altar the east wall is curved, it forms a
semicircular area that is called an apse. Ambry or Aumbry An ambry or aumbry is a niche in the
wall in a large church. Cathedra The chair on which the bishop sits. Cathedral The term
cathedral refers to the function of a church, not its architectural style. Chancel In churches with
a historic floor plan , the chancel is the front part of the church from which the service is
conducted, as distinct from the nave , where the congregation sits. Chancel Screen See rood

screen. Chapel A chapel can either be an alcove with an altar in a large church, or a separate
building that is smaller than a full-sized church. Communion Table See altar. East Wall The wall
behind the altar, as viewed from the nave , is the east wall, no matter which direction you are
actually facing. High Altar A large church may have several altars. Icon An icon is a highly
stylized religious painting on wood. Iconostasis In Orthodox churches, the chancel and the
nave are separated by a partition that generally does not reach all the way to the ceiling. Kneeler
In churches where it is customary to kneel for prayer, there is often a long, narrow padded bar
at the base of pew in front of you, which can be tilted down for kneeling and tilted up to make it
easier to get in and out of the pew. Narthex The historic term for what might otherwise be called
the foyer or entry way of the church. Nave The architectural term for the place where the
congregation gathers for worship, as opposed to the front part of the church from which the
service is led. Oratory An oratory is a room or a portion of a room that is set aside for an
individual to conduct personal devotions. Pew Originally, Christians stood for worship, and that
is still the case in many eastern churches. Prayer Desk Also called a prie-dieu , a prayer desk is
a kneeler with a small shelf for books, as in the illustration on the right. Prie-Dieu See Prayer
Desk. Rood Screen A rood screen also known as a chancel screen is a partition that separates
the nave of a church from the chancel. Sacristy In historic church architecture, the sacristy is
the room or
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closet in which communion equipment, linen, and supplies are kept. Sanctuary In historic
church architecture, the front part of the church from which the service is conducted, as distinct
from the nave , where the congregation sits. Shrine A shrine is a building or a place that is
dedicated to one particular type of devotion that is limited to commemorating an event or a
person. Stage In western not Orthodox churches where worship is theatrical and the
congregation functions as mainly as audience, the architect often enlarges the chancel to
accommodate performances and calls it a stage, as in a theater. Transept In medieval times, it
became necessary to increase space near the chancel to accommodate large numbers of
clergy, the choirs, or members of religious orders. Undercroft The undercroft is essentially a
fancy word for the church basement under the chancel and nave and transept, if there is one.
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