How much does it cost to replace electrical panel

Get free estimates from electrical contractors near you or check out our cost guide below. Total
costs depend on the type of home, the number of circuits, and the amperage. Our homes are
using more energy than ever before, and the electrical system that was installed decades ago
may not have the necessary capacity to handle the electrical load required of it today. To keep a
house running smoothly, the proper rating of electrical panel can eliminate tripped circuit
breakers and prevent fires. Electrical panel replacement typically takes 8 to 10 hours which
includes amp capability, a new panel with main breaker and ten circuit breakers, labor, and all
required materials. The biggest cost for most electrical work is labor. Installation costs depend
on the labor required. New wires may need to be added or replaced, or if anything needs to be
brought up to code. A amp breaker box may be sufficient for households with minimal use of
electricity, but most modern homes require amps. There are a few reasons for a new breaker
box installation over a fuse box. The main circuit breaker shuts off the electricity to the house in
one move. If one of the smaller circuit breakers fails to trip, the main circuit breaker will trip, as
a backup. It will also trip if there is a significant surge of electricity, such as lightning. If it trips
often enough, soon it will need to be replaced. If you notice them tripping regularly, you might
look into getting them replaced or upgrading your panel box. Some are more resilient and can
be buried underground. Older meter boxes contain mercury, which is poisonous. The newer
electric meter boxes operate digitally and provide a more accurate record of usage. They also
record other information such as the date and time any electricity was used. This enables you to
identify your peak usage hours and find ways to cut back, thereby saving money. That can
prove to be frustrating, it can take longer than expected, and it could even be dangerous. Hire a
licensed electrician to do the job. A sub panel box is smaller and usually supplies electricity to a
garage or a small building. A sub panel is also a good solution to the electrical needs created
when you finish out a basement or add on a room. Instead of adding circuit breakers to your
main electrical panel, simply add a sub panel. The lower price is for moving it 10 feet with
nothing that needs repairing or brought up to code; the electrician just needs to extend the
connections. If you need to rewire a house to bring it outside, upstairs, or add circuits, it will
cost more. The electrical box is usually located outside your home where the electricity enters,
for easy access in an emergency. Many homeowners are now moving old boxes outside for this
reason. The electrical panel box is usually installed alongside the electric meter. These
guidelines affect building codes across the country because of their adherence to safety
measures designed to prevent fire. There may be old wiring that needs to be brought up to
code, worn parts that need to be replaced, and sometimes drywall that needs to be opened.
There is also the cost of a permit and the subsequent inspections. It may be what keeps your
home safe from fire. After labor costs for installation or any repairs, the electrical panel is the
next biggest expense for a homeowner. In some cases, a new panel will cost less than an
upgrade because a new construction installation is open no drywall to open , the wires are new
no wires to update , the panel is new, and everything goes together much faster than digging
through an older installation. Below are pricing samples for electrical panels from top brands.
Prices are from Home Depot. The warranty offered can make a difference in your purchasing
decisions. If you have a Federal Pacific Electric panel, you should probably have it replaced.
FPE or Zinsco panels fall under the same category. If and when these old panels malfunction,
they are considered high risk for fire danger, and it's time to update the entire panel.
Homeowners are running more appliances, HD televisions, computers, and smart devices, as
well as charging stations. Houses need to have adequate power. If you answer yes to any of the
following questions, you should upgrade or replace your old panel and install a new functional
electrical system. Some electrical work is fine to DIY, but a licensed electrician should do big
jobs like replacing an electrical panel. In fact, in some places, building codes require this kind of
work to be done by a licensed electrician. Updating your electrical system must be done by
someone who is entirely familiar with all the building codes and regulations. Errors will lead to
electrical fires, which can have devastating consequences. Electrical work needs to be done by
a licensed, insured, and bonded electrician. They have the knowledge, experience, and training
to do this job safely and on time. It is unsafe to do an electrical upgrade any other way. When
choosing your electrician, get three detailed quotes and choose based on experience,
insurance, and multiple 4- or 5-star online reviews. Should you upgrade an electrical panel
without a permit? You could even get fined for not getting one. Also, the inspection process and
accompanying pass will give you peace of mind. A reputable electrician will not skip the permit
process. It may cost more and take longer to have inspections done, but in the end, it will
ensure the electrical upgrade is done correctly and will operate safely. That alone is worth a
million bucks. Get free estimates. How much will your electrical panel cost? Circuit breakers are
more convenient. If the electrical circuit trips the switch, you just flip it back on. If a fuse goes
out, you must replace it. Old fuse boxes were never designed to handle the electrical load we

now require from our homes. Installing bigger fuses creates a fire hazard. Fuse Box vs. Indoor
vs. AFCI vs. Arcing can happen when a mouse chews on a wire or when the appliance you just
plugged in starts to overheat. The AFCI replaces a regular circuit breaker in the panel. Ground
fault circuit interrupter GFCI â€” This type of outlet is required whenever water is nearby, and
the GFCI is the one that shuts things down when water gets too close. GFCI Circuit Breakers
AFCI GFCI Required in bedrooms, dens anywhere people may sleep , kitchen, and laundry areas
Required in bathrooms, kitchen, laundry rooms, garages, crawl spaces, wet bars, exterior
outlets, pool and spa areas Inexpensive to install Inexpensive to install Interrupts arcing in the
wire Interrupts current flowing along the wrong path Eliminates some fire threats Not suitable
for use with refrigerators or freezers Top Service Panels Brands Below are pricing samples for
electrical panels from top brands. Is your home older than 20 years?. Have you done some
remodeling or added people to your family adding appliances and computers? Does your
electrical panel feel warm? Do the breakers trip when you plug in an appliance or while a device
is running? Does your home operate from a fuse box? Is there a smell associated with your
electrical panel? Do your lights flicker or dim regularly? Is there a buzzing or crackling noise
coming from your outlets? Is it black around some of the outlet holes? Do you use lots of power
strips? Advantages Disadvantages More power into your home The initial cost A safer home, as
fire dangers from old panels and electrical components are eliminated. The mess and
inconvenience of a construction project. Hiring an Electrician Some electrical work is fine to
DIY, but a licensed electrician should do big jobs like replacing an electrical panel. Safety wiring installed wrong tends to catch on fire. Knowledge of codes and procedures â€” the
electrician is up to date on those issues. Tools and equipment â€” Electricians already have the
best tools and everything they need to do the job. Experience â€” they have done the job
repeatedly, so they know the safest and quickest way to get the job done. Contacts â€”
Electricians can get parts and materials at a lower cost than you can. Training â€” electricians
undergo regular and consistent training with the latest information in building codes and the
newest information on parts such as panels and circuit breakers. Insurance â€” if something
goes wrong on the job in your home , their insurance will cover the damage. Sometimes the
best deal cost more money; in this case, hiring the professional is the best deal. Why Choose a
Licensed Electrician? Upgrading an Electrical Panel Without a Permit Should you upgrade an
electrical panel without a permit? Get free estimates on HomeGuide from trusted electrical
companies: Get free estimates References. Millions of people ask HomeGuide for cost
estimates every year. We track the estimates they get from local companies, then we share
those prices with you. Related Articles. Electrical Panel. Get Started. Electricians Near You.
Looking for Electricians near you? How it Works. Electricians Near Me. Cheaper than circuit
breakers More sensitive to current Can be replaced by the homeowner. Must be replaced when
tripped Fuses are too small for most of the appliances we own. Less sensitive to current
changes More expensive to replace Must be replaced by a licensed electrician. Required in
bathrooms, kitchen, laundry rooms, garages, crawl spaces, wet bars, exterior outlets, pool and
spa areas. Electrical energy is needed by every modern households. As days go by, it seems
that more and more appliances and gadgets are needing electrical sources, either directly like
by turning on a TV, and fridge or indirectly, by charging a tablet. The usual voltage an outlet
most houses would need is the standard, , and volts for household appliances like toasters and
hair iron. A single house will need several of these in their home, so this makes it important to
know how much does it cost to upgrade electrical panel. This is not only for use purposes but
also for safety. Doing so can only present two dangerous things, either the panel will go short
circuit causing blackout of your electrical lines or explode and cause fire. Either way, both
results will not be likable, while in some cases most homeowners would choose the first
disaster than the later. At least with blackouts, all you will need to do is to know the cost to
replace breaker box , and once you were able to have it fixed, you can keep using your
household electricity according to its capabilities. For older homes, the electrical capacity may
be lower, but not less than amps. As for the new homes, they are usually built with amps
panels. To know the average cost to replace electrical panel , the best website that provides
everything you need to know about electrical panels can be found on Fixr. They provide typical
information as well as the alternatives you can use and its prices, and ballpark figures regarding
the range of expenditures, should you need to know how much does it cost to upgrade
electrical panel. Unless you are an electrical engineer, even if you are the one who spent for the
cost to replace breaker box of your home, do not attempt to try and connect your own electrical
panel at home. Being an electrician needs certain certifications where one has to be licensed
first before trying to do something an electrical contractor does. When trying to find out how
much does it cost to upgrade electrical panel , you will also need to check your local planning
department and you would have to comply with the requirements needed such as permit before

the electrical wirings in your house can be repaired, or replaced. The usual services for
electrical panels are the following: removing and replacing panels, upgrading, adding copper
grounding poles and repairing old wires. The usual total electrical capacity of the panel could
either be , , to amps. It is also recommended that a home should have a sub panel, for the same
uses, but just to be safe. In searching for contractors that can provide average cost to replace
electrical panel, you will have to look thoroughly around for the best companies out there. The
Better Business Bureau can give you references for a good electrical contractors in your area.
These contractors should better be members of the National Electrical Contractors Association.
And besides just paying for average cost to replace electrical panel , the contractors should
also be insured and properly bonded. If you have less than the required minimum, you can
request for an upgrade of your panel to amps. For the scope and breakdown of the cost: First
off the electrician will have to check and provide codes for the electrical wirings he needs to fix.
The work for this may require and average cost to replace electrical panel depending on the
work the is required in the house. The rest of this project is priced based on per item cost or job
order. Generally, the electrician himself will also have to perform installations on several areas
in the home while he is there. In some cases, there will be a need to purchase a new panel for
the home. In order to install a different power supply before a new circuit panel begins. It will
take a bit of carpentry, and some drilling to feed some power into the home. So you have to bear
with some noise in the house for a little bit. Since circuit panels are not able to cover for the
entire home, the sub-panels would also need some upgrading. According to Improvement
Center. If they survive more than that, all the better! But it will need some re-checking if the
wiring parts are still working well. This way, a homeowner can ensure that while his house is
well lighted, he is safe from the dangers cause by faulty electrical wires and panels such as fire.
Save my name, email, and website in this browser for the next time I comment. Cost to install an
electrical circuit panel upgrade varies greatly by region and even by zip code. Get free estimates
from electricians in your city. If you live in an older home, your current circuit breaker may not
be meeting your electrical needs, or maybe you are planning on upgrading or adding onto the
electrical work in your home. If so, you may need to replace or upgrade your electrical circuit
panel. Many older panels are unsafe and pose a risk of an electrical fire, and most homes have
increased their electrical use over the years, putting a strain on older systems. There are a
variety of ways to upgrade or replace your existing panel, which leads to a wide range of
associated costs. Updated the introduction with new project costs and an average range. Added
a section on the cost of replacing a panel with a table of different amps. Added a section on the
cost of upgrading a panel with a table of different amps and subsections. Added a section on
the cost of the panel with a table on different amps. Updated the labor section. Added a section
on fuse box vs circuit breaker. Added a section on the cost to move a panel. Added a section on
the advantages of upgrading your panel. Updated the enhancements section with information
on removing a panel, grounding wire, schematics, and repairing existing wiring. Updated the
additional considerations section with information on permits, moving boxes to the exterior,
upgrading other areas, and burying the line. Added an FAQ section with 5 questions and
answers. Updated the final costs with an average range. Replacement of an electrical panel, or
circuit breaker, are among the most common projects affecting the wiring in a home. There are
many reasons to replace your old panel model, from a Stab Lok that has a fire risk to
experiencing burn marks on your current panel. If your electrical needs have changed, it is
possible to upgrade your panel at the same time you replace it. Replacement costs of an
electrical panel depend on the make and model, amperage, and location:. In addition to the
panel itself, you also have other components of the box that may need replacing, which also
have a range of costs:. The circuit breaker switch keeps power moving through the panel. They
are designed to trip and break the current in the event of a problem. The main breaker is the
switch that shuts off power to the entire home at once. The meter box is installed on the exterior
of your home and holds your meter and needs to be weathertight and lockable. Find the best
electricians near you Find Pros. Many homes, particularly older ones, have panels that are too
small for their electrical needs. For example, if you notice your lights flickering or newly
installed appliances are not running at peak efficiency, it could mean that the existing panel is
too small and should be upgraded. Upgrading from an 80 or amp panel to a amp panel provides
room to grow. Likewise, upgrading to a amp panel allows you to add on a new addition, garage,
or several new appliances without stressing or overloading the system. You can upgrade your
existing system in several ways:. If you have an older home, you may have a panel with 60 or 80
amps and need to upgrade to amps to meet your current electrical needs. Today, amps is
considered the minimum that most households need. You can upgrade from 80 amps to amps
by using a subpanel to add the extra amperage, or you can replace the panel in its existing box
if the box is large enough. It is also a better fit for homes that use a lot of power strips or have

many appliances. In some cases, you can use a subpanel to upgrade to amps, but you may
need to upgrade the entire panel. Large properties, properties with additions, garages, many
appliances, dual car chargers, and other high-energy needs benefit from upgrading to amps.
This is a fairly rare project for most homes unless you have a large number of specialty
equipment and electronics that require a lot of electricity. Fuse boxes were installed up until the
s and did the same job as a circuit panel, except with small fuses that contained a filament.
While a breaker trips, fuses blow, meaning the filament melts and breaks, interrupting the flow
of energy. Most still function well, but they cannot be upgraded without replacing them. Talk to
local electricians to get quotes for your panel upgrade Compare Quotes. Cost of a New
Electrical Panel. Electrical panels have many options that impact their cost. They come with or
without the box and are available in several sizes, possibly allowing room for additional circuits
for growth. For example, prices vary for the panel alone, depending on the amperage. The bulk
of the cost when you have an electrical panel upgraded or installed comes from labor. A panel
installation takes a minimum of 8 hours and may take several days, depending on the wiring in
your home and whether it needs to be upgraded as well. Fuse boxes and circuit breakers do the
same job, allowing electricity to flow to different parts of your home. They both interrupt that
flow in the event of a power overload or surge that could start a fire or damage the wiring. A
circuit breaker has a switch that trips to break the current. To reset it, flip the switch back to the
on position. A fuse box utilizes fuses that contain a filament wire. The wire is designed to break
when it is overloaded, so to fix it, you must replace the fuse. Fuse boxes were installed up to the
s and are very uncommon to find today. They still exist and continue to work, but because
electrical needs have grown since that time, most fuse boxes are now too small and need to be
replaced. Your electrical circuit panel must do both, although you will only notice the difference
in the types of outlets your home has. There are times when your electrical panel disallows
expansion or cannot be easily accessed. Other times, codes and regulations may mean that it
must be installed in certain areas to meet code. In these circumstances, you may need to move
the panel. This typically takes several days to complete, with the project cost varying depending
on how far it is moving, the amps, and whether you upgrade or replace the panel at the same
time. Updating your electrical box has many advantages. If your home is older, you likely do not
have the capacity to run your electronics efficiently. You may experience flickering lights or
slowly charging devices. You may also notice more tripped circuits, which means you
constantly have interruptions in your electricity. If you have an older panel, it may be one that
has been linked to electrical fires, such as Stab Lok. Updating may prevent this risk. Newer
panels are more efficient, so if you have a high electricity load, updating your panel may lower
your electricity costs. New panels also allow you to use more power. If you plan on adding more
appliances or expanding your home, a larger panel will help manage the new load comfortably
and safely. Depending on the age of your panel, you may need some of the existing wire
repaired or replaced. Before new panels can be installed, the old one must be removed. This is
usually added as labor in a replacement job because a large part of the project involves both the
removal of the old and installation of the new. Your panel must be grounded, which is usually
done through a type of wire. Having a schematic drawn of your electrical wiring is very helpful
for homeowners. It provides the locations of the electric system components, making future
repairs easier. If your home is older and you notice that your lights flicker or your appliances do
not run at peak efficiency, consider upgrading your panel. No, this work requires a permit,
inspection, and a licensed electrician. There is no one answer, but if you notice that your panel
is older, has burn marks, or does not seem to be working well, you should upgrade. The amps
refer to how much electricity the panel can manage without overloading. A amp panel can
comfortably run many more appliances and power strips than a amp panel. If your circuits trip
frequently, you notice burn marks, or your lights flicker, it means your panel is overloaded. To
get free estimates from local contractors, please indicate yours. FIXR provides cost guides,
comparisons, and term cheatsheets for hundreds of remodeling, installation and repair projects.
Location Settings. Loading, please wait Log In. Password Recovery. Step 1. Step 2. Step 3.
National average. Electrical Work. Electrical Circuit Panel Upgrade. Install an Electrical Outlet.
Electrical Wiring Installation. Lightning Rod Installation. Light Switch Installation. Recessed
Lighting Installation. Updated: Jun 2, What's new? Jun 2, Updated the introduction with new
project costs and an average range. Average Cost. Replace an existing panel with a new model
with new housing. Cost to Replace an Electrical Panel Replacement of an electrical panel, or
circuit breaker, are among the most common projects affecting the wiring in a home. Cost to
Replace Main Breaker The main breaker is the switch that shuts off power to the entire home at
once. Electric Meter Box Replacement Cost The meter box is installed on the exterior of your
home and holds your meter and needs to be weathertight and lockable. Find the best
electricians near you. Find Pros. Talk to local electricians to get quotes for your panel upgrade.

Compare Quotes. Additional Considerations and Costs In many areas, electrical panels must be
installed outside so that firefighters and other professionals can shut off the power in an
emergency. Older homes may need them relocated, or you may need a master switch added to
the exterior, which increases costs. Panel upgrades are often done in conjunction with other
projects. You will likely find the panel has older parts, worn outlets, or outdated fixtures that
must be replaced. Always get a quote for the entire project, taking these items into
consideration, to understand your true cost. If you choose to upgrade your panel while burying
an overhead line, be advised that you may need to hire a separate service provider to dig the
trench. Speak to your electrician to find out if this is covered in their estimate. FAQs Should I
upgrade my electrical panel? Can I upgrade my electrical panel myself? How often should you
upgrade your electrical panel? What is the difference between a amp and amp panel? How do I
know if my electrical panel is overloaded? How much does it cost to install an electrical circuit
panel upgrade in my city? Basic Phone System Installation. Digital Phone System Installation.
Phone Jack Installation. Hardwired Computer Network Installation. Wireless Computer Network
Installation. Upgrading to Cat6 Cabling. Backup Generator Installation. Portable Generator
Installation. Home Automation. Smart Lock Installation. Smart Thermostat Installation. Related
comparison guides. Portable vs Standby Generator. The information provided by our cost
guides comes from a great variety of sources, including specialized publications and websites,
cost studies, U. For more information, read our Methodology and sources. Get estimates Invalid
Zip code Find yo
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2002 jetta fuse box diagram
urs. Was this guide helpful to you? Feedback Send. Related Cost Guides. Find electricians near
you. Anchorage, AK. Athens, GA. Atlanta, GA. Austin, TX. Baltimore, MD. Chicago, IL.
Cincinnati, OH. Colorado Springs, CO. Corona, CA. Dallas, TX. Denver, CO. Des Moines, IA.
Detroit, MI. Everett, WA. Fort Lauderdale, FL. Fort Worth, TX. Fremont, CA. Fresno, CA. Hartford,
CT. Hayward, CA. Houston, TX. Huntsville, AL. Indianapolis, IN. Jacksonville, FL. Las Vegas, NV.
Little Rock, AR. Los Angeles, CA. Miami, FL. Minneapolis, MN. Montgomery, AL. Oakland, CA.
Oklahoma City, OK. Philadelphia, PA. Phoenix, AZ. Pittsburgh, PA. Portland, OR. Reno, NV.
Sacramento, CA. Saint Louis, MO. San Antonio, TX. San Diego, CA. San Francisco, CA. San
Jose, CA. Seattle, WA. Washington, DC. West Palm Beach, FL. Wichita, KS. Header Form We are
asking a few questions so that we can get you better cost estimates. We respect your privacy.
About us Team Press Phone: Upgrade to amps. Replace fuse box with circuit panel.

