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taillight condensation. Thread starter dastanli Start date Jan 4, Tags condensation. Anyone else
have problems with their hatchback taillight having moisture that doesn't go away. Been
checking mine everyday for the past 4 days and it hasn't gone away. A buddy of mine has the
same issue with his hatchback. As I write this the car is at the dealership being looked at but the
service guy. He told me that if I drove with the lights on it should go away. This was before I told
him it's been there for days. I walked the whole damn lot looking at all the cars. Only cars that
have this issue are the civic hatchback. Not even the civic sedans or coupes have this issue.
Sounds like a manufacturer defect to me. If you have this problem please report it so we can all
get this fixed. I've only seen this on my HB a couple of minutes after a good wash with a power
washer. Usually is gone within an hour or so. Granted I live in Phoenix and it is extremely dry
here. I would imagine in wetter places this could be an issue. Let us know if anything comes of
it. Martin Riggs Member. I get it too. Very frustrating. Rickmeister 48 Senior Member. Maybe you
could pull the bulb out and dry it out with a hair dryer to get rid of it, but if it came back, I'm not
sure you would want to keep doing that. Mine has the same issues but it went away the next
day. I'll keep an eye on it and take it to the dealership if stays on for more than 3 days.
Happened to mine after a car wash the other day. I think it's common for the tail lights and head
lights of these to get condensation from time to time. Last edited: Jan 10, I was just wondering
this today. It drives me nuts. CivicChina Senior Member. My sedan used to do it in the first
month, then never happened again. CivicChina said:. C0deTalker Member. SpoolAndGo Senior
Member. I've noticed this as well on my Hatchback LX. So is the condensation only present after
high pressure washes? Either way it is freakin ridiculous. My 06 cobalt has , on it. Driven in
Midwest weather, never garaged, and you can hit it with high pressure as much as you want
without issue. SpoolAndGo said:. I only see it on mine after it rains outside. I've never done a
high pressure wash, I only use a garden hose when washing. It goes away once the temps drop
or it dries out a bit outside. Last edited: Feb 16, You must log in or register to reply here.
Member Posted Images. The rear or tail lights are a safety feature on your automobile. They
become even more important while driving at night, low visibility conditions such as fog,
storms, rain, and other bad weather. The taillights indicate the size and shape of your vehicle
besides your position on the road to other drivers. These lights illuminate brighter when you are
applying brakes. This indicates to the person behind you to stop or slow down and change their
path. During the day the headlights are off and only the rear lights are used to indicate that the
driver is applying brakes. The taillights come on when your headlights are on or your parking
brake is engaged. The brake lights turn on when you apply pressure on the brakes. In most
automobiles, the taillights are red while the brake lights are a brighter, more luminous red. The
rear lights are controlled by the same switch as the headlights. The power flows through a relay
to the rear lights when the switch is turned on. While the brake light switch is connected to the
brake pedal which comes on when the pedal is pressed. When the tail lights fail or do not
function properly the car becomes a danger or hazard to self and others on the road. You may
receive a ticket or citation from the traffic police. Blow fuse â€” The first thing the mechanics
check is the fuse corresponding to the rear lights. When the fuse is blown it does not allow the
circuit to complete. As the rear lights are not connected, they do not illuminate. A fuse is a band
of metal alloy inside a plastic container It is designed to break in the event of a power surge.
When the band melts the circuit breaks and protects the electrical system and the lights from
damage. One is situated inside the cabin. Here the fuse panel is on the passenger side
underneath the dash behind the plastic panel. In some automobiles, they may be on the side of
the dashboard allowing the passenger side door to open all the way. The other common
situation of the fuse box is under the hood. It is mostly a large black box with many wires
connected to it. To access the fuses, you have to take off the lid. Each of these fuses controls a
different component. Their function is usually enlisted on the cover. If it is not indicated there
then consult the car manual. You will find the year, the model-specific make specified on the
diagram. When you have located the fuse for the tail lights use a fuse tester to check the
connection. If the tester lights up â€” your fuse is functioning fine. If it does not light up then,
replace the fuse with another of the similar amperage and size. In many instances, you can see
the break in the metal strip of the fuse. Burnt out light bulbs â€” The other reason your tail
lights are not working but your headlights are maybe a blown bulb. When the filament inside the
bulb breaks it cannot illuminate the gas enclosed within the glass cover. This burnt-out bulb
does not affect the circuitry of the light system and it continues to function normally. You may

have to remove the cover of the tail light. In some cars, there is an access panel that has to be
removed to reach inside to twist out the spent bulb. Unscrew the bulb and inspect it closely to
check if the filament is broken. The high resistance filament is placed between to electrodes
that glow when current is passed through this system. This glow is the red tail light. A broken
filament will not produce any light thus you will have to replace it with a new bulb. Bad relay â€”
Relays are switches that open or close the circuits electronically or electromechanically. They
control one electrical circuit by shutting or opening connections in another circuit. A relay
controls the power flowing through a system. Automatic relays automate this function where
power flows are on or off at particular times. In this case, the relay will transfer power from the
battery to the taillights. But when it fails â€” the connection is not completed. This may happen
because the relay is not grounded correctly. An improperly grounded wire can cause excess
charge to build up in the system and cause a short circuit. There may be broken wires along the
relay system. To correct this, you may have to obtain the diagram to visually inspect the
system. The wiring going to the tail lights may be damaged or broken with cracks in the
insulation. The ground wire should not be broken or cut as this will not deliver electricity to the
sockets in which the bulb is fitted. Bad switch â€” The tail light switch does not turn on or
flickers and remains off. This is an indication of the wires not connected correctly to the switch.
Usually, the switch turns on the taillights, the headlights and parking lights are connected to
this switch. You can pull out this assembly and checked with a multimeter for issues. If the rear
light lights up correctly but does not become bright when the brake is applied then the switch of
the brake is faulty. This circuit is connected with the brake pedal â€” if the switch is out of place
or connected incorrectly then the pedal may not be able to complete the circuit correctly. The
socket which holds the bulb may have failed. These are conductive surfaces that help the
passage of electricity. The socket fails with moisture enters â€” this may also cause rusting.
The rusting may also break the connection with the wire in the back. Inspect the socket for
discoloration â€” brown, black, whitish, etc. Check if there are dislocated, bent or broken pins.
Then use a multimeter in the socket to check the passage of electricity. If electricity is not
reaching the pins than there is a failure in the passage of current somewhere in the electrical
system. The latest cars have ambient light sensors. The on-board computer turns on the tail and
headlights according to the light outside the car. If it is dawn or dusk the head and tail lights will
come on by themselves. The light sensors also switch off the daytime lights in some latest
models. When the sensor is dirty or damaged it cannot tell if it is dark or day outside. If your
parking and headlights do not turn on but the brake lights do â€” the ambient light sensor is the
culprit. Overall tracking the causes why tail lights not working but brake lights are is frustrating.
But thankfully as the taillights run on their isolated circuit there should not be any problem to
track the issues. Besides, you are secure as the brake lights are connected to the pedal and are
connected to another circuit. Thus, the brake lights will come one when you press the brakes.
Your email address will not be published. The Causes Why Tail Lights Not Working The
common causes the tail lights do not work are; Blow fuse â€” The first thing the mechanics
check is the fuse corresponding to the rear lights. Fuses are located in two regions of the car;
One is situated inside the cabin. Leave a Comment Cancel Reply Your email address will not be
published. Parts Categories. Select Year Larger Image. View Pics 1. Pics 1. View Vids 0. Vids 0.
View 3D 0. Application Information. Install Difficulty. Sold in pairs comes with both left and right
tail lights. These OEM style tail lights will provide your Honda Civic with a clean
"factory-enhanced" appearance that still retains the color scheme of the stock tail lights. These
tail light are easy to install and really make a big difference in your Honda Civic's appearance.
Key Features: Each set comes with both left and right tail lights. Easy to install, no
modifications required. Looks great with all car colors. Availability and Condition: Unless
otherwise noted, this product is in brand new condition and usually in stock at one of our
warehouses, or will ship directly from the manufacturer. Loading Featured Parts for your. Shop
with Confidence. Payment Options. Have Questions? Call or email us for prompt and friendly
help. Phone: , Email: customercare procivic. All Rights Reserved. Not officially associated with
or endorsed by Honda Motor Co, Inc. February 23rd, Contact Us. About Us. Terms and
Conditions. Shop by Brand. Customer Reviews. Loading TrustPilot Reviews. Skip to main
content Menu. Close X. Call To Order: Accessory Delay Relay. Accessory Power Relay.
Accessory Power Relay Connector. Auto Trans Indicator Light Bulb. Back Up Light. Back Up
Light Bulb. Back Up Light Switch. Back Up Light Switch Connector. Battery Cable. Brake Light
Bulb. Bulb Socket. Combination Switch. Coolant Temperature Sensor. Cruise Control Release
Switch. Daytime Running Light Bulb. Dome Light Bulb. Door Lock Actuator. Door Lock Actuator
Motor. Engine Coolant Temperature Switch. Flasher Relay. Fog Light. Fog Light Kit. Fuel
Injection Relay. Fuse Kit. Hazard Warning Flasher. Hazard Warning and Turn Signal Flasher.
Headlamp Socket. Headlight Assembly. Headlight Assembly Set. Headlight Bulb. Headlight

Connector. Headlight Dimmer Switch. Headlight Sealed Beam. Headlight Set. Headlight Switch.
Headlight Wiring Harness. Horn Relay Connector. Horn Set. Ignition Lock and Cylinder Switch.
Ignition Relay. Ignition Switch. Instrument Light Bulb. Instrument Panel Light Bulb. Interior
Dome Light. Interior Light Bulb. Keyless Remote Case. License Light Bulb. Main Relay. Oil
Pressure Sender. Output Shaft Speed Sensor Connector. Parking Light Bulb. Radio Wire
Harness. Side Marker Light Bulb. Speaker Box. Speaker Connector. Speedometer Sensor.
Speedometer Transmitter. Stop Light Switch. Tail Lamp Socket. Tail Light Assembly. Tail Light
Housing. Tail Light Set. Third Brake Light. Trailer Brake Control. Trailer Connector Kit. Trailer
Wire Converter. Trailer Wiring Harness. Trunk Light Bulb. Trunk or Cargo Area Light. Turn
Signal Flasher. Turn Signal Light Bulb. Turn Signal Relay. Turn Signal Switch. Vehicle Speed
Sensor. Washer Check Valve. Washer Nozzle. Washer Pump. Washer Reservoir. Water
Temperature Sender. Window Regulator. Windshield Washer Tank. Windshield Wiper Arm.
Windshield Wiper Motor. Wiper Blade. Wiper Blade Insert. Wiper Blade Set. Wiper Linkage.
Wiper Switch. Air Intake. Chemicals and Fluids. Climate Control. Cooling System. Drive Belts.
Engine Electrical. Engine Mechanical. Fuel Delivery. Fuel Injection. Tools and Hardware. AC
Delco. Shop By Vehicle. Wagner Tail Light Bulb. Click to Enlarge. Wagner Tail Light Bulb Outer. Wagner Tail Light Bulb - Inner. Hella Tail Light Bulb. Philips Tail Light Bulb. Features:
CrystalVision ultra miniature lamps deliver a bright white light that makes your vehicle stand
out. These miniature bulbs are ideal to add style to your signaling lighting. Philips Tail Light
Bulb - Inner. Philips Tail Light Bulb - Outer. Features: Philips LongerLife bulbs are for drivers
who want the best value for their money. Features: Philips Standard range offers an excellent
value for every application. Philips B2 Tail Light Bulb. Features: Philips Ultinon LED exterior
signaling lights let you add performance and style to your ride. Upgrade your exterior lighting
with a more intense red for stop lights, a more vibrant amber for turn signals, and brighter white
light for backup and position lights. Dorman Tail Light Bulb. Dorman Tail Light Bulb - Outer.
Flosser Tail Light Bulb. Catalog: H. Vehicle Body Honda Civic. Catalog: C. Catalog: N. Catalog:
F. Vehicle Sub Model Honda Civic. Catalog: B. This was done on a Civic, it will likely work the
same on all to civics and probably be very similar on older a newer models as well. All
instructions are taken at your own risk, be careful â€” you might want to disconnect the battery
while replacing fuses. That said, the is an extremely easy fix that anyone can do themselves, we
do not advise you to take your car in for service â€” that would be a complete waste of money.
This problem is very easy to fix â€” You simply have to replace two fuses in the fuse box under
the hood, both of which can be replaced with spare fuses already in your car so no need to buy
anything new. The 2 fuses are very poorly named, you would probably never even think to
check them to correct the problem at hand. As you pop them out, have a look at them â€” you
should see that the metal that runs through the plastic is broken this indicated that the fuse is
blown. As the chart shows, fuses in slots 21 to 25 are all spares â€” you will be able to find the 2
replacement fuses you need here you will have to replace them with fuses of the same
amperage, 15A for the FI ECU and 10A for the Back Up. We would recommend having a look at
your Accessory, Radio fuse as well â€” this fuse is in the fuse box under the steering wheel â€”
post a comment if you would like to see a diagram of this fuse panel and we will put one up. You
should be back in business. Let us know if you have any questions. The various auto lights
installed on the exterior of our Honda Civic serves two basic functions. The first function is to
illuminate the path ahead so that the driver's view of the road would be clearer. Among the auto
lights with this function are the headlights and the fog lights. The other function of the auto
lights is to make the vehicle visible so that other vehicles wouldn't accidentally bump into it.
Various auto lights perform this function, including the corner lights up front and the side
marker lights on both sides. At the back of the vehicle, this function is served by the Honda
Civic tail lights. The tail lights are the pair of lights installed at the rear end of the vehicle, thus
they are also called rear lights or rear lamps. A typical tail light assembly includes the tail light
lens, tail light frame or bezel , tail light bulbs and tail light reflectors. In good working condition,
these tail lamp parts help illuminate the rear end of the vehicle, clearly showing the vehicle to
those behind it. Federal law requires taillights to illuminate red light. The same law, however,
does not specify the color to be used on the various tail lamp parts. For this reason, not all tail
lamps today have the same specification for their parts. Some tail lamps use red bulbs on clear
lenses while others use clear bulbs on red lenses. Still, some other vehicles today are equipped
with tail lamps having clear bulbs and clear lenses but equipped with red reflectors to mimic the
red light illuminated by older units. Traffic safety is a top design criterion in the manufacture of
Honda vehicles; that's why for your Honda Civic, you'll only find high quality and fully
functional Honda Civic tail lights. Honda Civic tail lamps, however, are not invulnerable to
damages. Once damaged, you can't expect your Honda Civic taillights to perform their function
well. Good thing, there are a lot of replacement tail lights and tail light assemblies available on

the market on your Honda Civic today. Available with altezza, euro-style, clear or smoked
lenses, these replacement Honda Civic rear lamps would not only make the rear end of your
Civic safe but also very stylish. Its reliability and affordability along with its user-friendly
features are what makes this model stand out from the rest. Usually located at the rear end of
the vehicle, it makes it easier for drivers to gauge the size and shape of the vehicle. It also
makes your car visible on the road especially when driving in inclement weather conditions.
Symptoms of a faulty tail light include cracked tail light lens or damaged housing and a
flickering tail light bulb. If you notice these symptoms or if your tail light seems to be dimmer
than usual or does not turn on at all, it is advisable to contact your trusted mechanic
immediately. Its reliability and affordability mixed with its user-friendly features make this model
stand out from the rest. It did not only pave the way for Honda as a big-time car manufacturer,
but it has also changed the status of small compact cars in the automotive market. Usually, tail
lights are located on the rear end of the vehicle. It contains the brake, rear turn indicator, and
reverse lights. It allows drivers to properly gauge the size and shape of the car. Aside from that,
tail lights can also help prevent accidents on the road. It allows vehicles to see your car
especially when driving during inclement weather conditions such as rain or snow. It is
important to make sure that your tail light assembly is in good and proper conditions at all
times to ensure your safety while on the road. It is also illegal to drive around with a busted tail
light. Tail lights can become faulty for many reasons including electric circuit issues, damaged
housing or a worn-out tail light bulb. Make sure to watch out for these signs and have your tail
light replaced right away if needed. Your tail light housing can be exposed to road debris and
the elements especially when driving on rough roads. Although a minor crack will not decrease
its functionality, it will eventually get worse. Make sure to routinely check your tail light lens for
minor cracks to avoid further damage to your tail light assembly. Another sign of faulty tail light
is a flickering tail light bulb. This symptom could be due to a bad tail light bulb or faulty
electrical wiring. If you want to inspect your car for this symptom, try parking reverse against
the wall. If you notice the lights flicker or if you notice that the tail light does not turn on right
away after turning the switch on, then consider calling your trusted mechanic to have your tail
light inspected immediately. This means your tail light is completely damaged and you have to
replace it immediately. It will also cost you a traffic violation ticket since most states require all
vehicles to have a pair of functioning tail lights. Usually, a completely busted tail light is caused
by electric wiring malfunction, a faulty switch or a busted fuse. Although there are many
self-help videos on how to replace tail light bulb or the whole tail light assembly, it is best to
have it inspected and replaced by a trusted mechanic. This will ensure that you are getting the
right fit for your Honda Civic. It is usually sold individually or pairs. If you notice that your tail
lights are dim or busted, it is time to have your trusted mechanic check it. The Honda Civic has
been known for its affordability and reliability for over 40 years. While Honda has long been
known for its motorcycles, its cars did not gain that much attention until the Civic was
introduced in What made this line different was that it had the finish of a German automobile but
at a much lower cost. Each pair of lights installed in your vehicle are not just for aesthetics.
However, these two lights differ in terms of function. Brake lights illuminate only when you
apply pressure on the brakes, while tail lights turn on at the same time as the headlights. Most
states strictly require the use of red tail lights. Headlights and tail lights are wired together so
the tail light automatically turns on once you switch your headlights on. Your Honda Civic
usually comes with a pair of halogen lights. However, you can upgrade to LED tail lights which
are becoming more popular these days. Halogen Tail Lights are standard in most vehicles. It is
popular because of its low cost. This type of tail light uses halogen gas mixed with
tungsten-halogen filaments to generate light. It may last anywhere between 18 to 24 months
before it will need replacement. Although halogen tail lights come as a standard piece in most
vehicles, LED lights are becoming a more popular choice. Car owners are starting to upgrade to
LED from the usual halogen lights. Upgrading from Halogen to LED can cost you more but the
number of benefits you can get from it are said to be worth it. LED lights provide better
illumination than single halogen bulbs, making your vehicle more visible at night. Another
advantage of switching to LED tail lights is its energy efficiency. LEDs only require a minimal
amount of energy compared to other light bulbs. LED tail lights are also easy to install. Because
it makes use of new technology, these require less wire splicing during installation. In fact, a lot
of LED tail lights are simply plug-and-play. If you have LED lights installed, it will be easy for
you to replace it with a new one. You may also choose to contact your trusted mechanic to do it
for you. Some cars use Xenon bulbs for their tail lights, but these are rare, as these bulbs can
be too bright and irritating to the eyes. This type of tail light is also expensive and can only be
installed by a professional. There are a number of variants available when it comes to this but
most come in shades of black or chrome. It is typically sold individually or in pairs. There have

been ten generations of Honda Civic since its debut in Driving with a busted tail light is
considered a traffic violation. Of course, it will be difficult for you to detect a faulty tail light if
you are always the one driving. You can ask someone to stand outside your car while you turn
on your headlights. You should also regularly inspect your tail lights for cracks and cloudy
lenses. Common Problems with the Honda Civic Tail Light Assembly Honda Civic tail light
assemblies are important safety features of your car--they keep the rear lights illuminated at
night and during extreme weather conditions. Aside from brake lights, the tail light assembly
also houses your car's turn signal, parking, and backing lights. These lights help other drivers
know whether you're braking, changing lanes, making turns, and backing up. Although tail light
assemblies are designed to last your car's lifetime, they are prone to wear and damage. Once
you've noticed signs of damage or wear on your car's tail light assembly, it's time to do some
troubleshooting. Here are some of the most common tail light assembly problems encountered
by Honda Civic owners, as well as the factors behind them:. Blinking tail lights can be caused
by several factors, and one of the most common factors is faulty wiring. Damaged or loose
wires can cause the tail lights to blink or flicker intermittently. Check all the wires connected to
the assembly for signs of damage. Fasten all loose wires and replace any corroded terminal to
ensure that you resolve the problem with flickering tail lights. Replace all damaged wires
immediately. Since tail light assemblies house the brake, turn signal, parking, and backing
bulbs-and these bulbs can burn out over time-it's important to look out for them as well.
Thankfully, you can easily remove these bulbs by accessing the back panel of the tail light
assembly. Check the bulbs for any broken filament and immediately replace any bulb with a
broken filament. It's also advisable to check the car's fuses because the problem might lie there.
Rear fender-benders are the most common reasons why tail light assemblies get damaged.
When the assembly cracks or gets damaged, it can render your parking, brake, turn signal, and
backing lights inoperable. Cracked tail light assemblies can still be repaired, and the first thing
that you can do is to remove the assembly to examine the extent of the damage. Plastic cement
solvents and fillers can repair small cracks. Replace a damaged tail light assembly lens
immediately with a new set. If you see that the damage is beyond repair, better replace the tail
light assembly with a new one. Designed to keep your car visible during nighttime driving,
Honda Civic tail lights play a vital role in road and personal safety. Tail light assemblies house
your car's turn signal, brake, and parking lights-all of which makes it easier for other drivers to
know your next move. Just like any car part, these assemblies are prone to damage and wear
over time. Since tail light assemblies are composed of different types of lights, it's really
important to keep them in good condition. Here are some maintenance tips that can help you
ensure a safer driving experience-and prevent being pulled over for traffic violations:. Always
make sure that the lights housed by your car's tail light assembly are functioning properly. Turn
on the car's signal lights to check if they're working. To see if the brake light is responding,
press on the brake pedal. Parking lights can be tested by putting your car's gear into reverse.
Replace all burnt-out bulbs and fuses. Also inspect the tail light assembly's wires for any sign
of damage or corrosion and replace them if needed. Moisture is the number one reason why the
lights in your car's tail light assembly fail. Check the tail light assembly's rubber or silicone
sealant for any sign of crack or wear. Replace these sealants immediately to keep moisture at
bay. Inspect the tail light assembly's lenses and make sure that they are intact. Cracked tail light
lenses can lessen the tail light's illumination and let water seep into the assembly. Damaged
lenses must be replaced immediately. A clean tail light assembly boosts the illumination of the
lights it houses. Cleaning also reveals hidden damage that can affect the tail lights'
performance. Sponge and soft cloth are the best materials to use when cleaning your car's tail
light assembly. Clean the tail light assembly's lens in a circular motion to avoid scratching the
plastic lens. Make sure that dirt, grime, and mud are removed from the lens and tail light
assembly. Dry the tail light assembly completely to avoid watermarks on its plastic lens. If the
Honda Civic tail light replacement is bought from a trusted online store and is DOT and SAE
approved, there is a higher probability that the replacement Honda Civic tail light is legal.
However, there is such a thing called tail light tinting that makes certain tail lights unacceptable.
Although tail light tinting law varies from one state to another, the general rule states that all tail
lights, including Honda Civic tail lights, must be visible from at least feet away. Honda Civic LED
tail lights are more radiantly colorful, brighter, more noticeable, and have longer life spans than
the regular tail lights of most Honda Civic models. They are also available in various design
patterns. Since most car owners change their tail lights both for repair and vanity, Honda Civic
tail lights are available in different types and designs. Aside from the regular, custom-fit tail
lights that are especially made for specific Honda Civic models, tinting options as well as LED
and Euro tail lights are being offered to Honda Civic owners. Tail lights in general should go on
and off depending on your car's movements. These problems are often solved by replacing the

tail light switch, which is very easy to do, and by replacing the entire tail light assembly. Most
drivers and car enthusiasts favor the second option since changing the tail light assembly is
inexpensive and more practical than changing just the defective part. We've Made a Site Update.
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