85 ford ranger

Coronavirus update: New contactless services to help keep you safe. Excellent communication.
I didn't end up purchasing a vehicle from them so I can't rate then there, however their response
was quick and very informative. We'll help you find great deals among the millions of vehicles
available nationwide on CarGurus, and we'll provide you with dealer reviews and vehicle history
for each one. After all, over 30 million shoppers use CarGurus to find great deals on used cars
and new cars in their area. And when it's time to get rid of your old ride, sell your car simply and
securely on CarGurus. Once you're ready to narrow down your search results, go ahead and
filter by price, mileage, transmission, trim, days on lot, drivetrain, color, engine, options, and
deal ratings. And if you only want to see cars with a single owner, recent price drops, photos, or
available financing , our filters can help with that too. All Years to All Years. Radius 10 mi 25 mi
50 mi 75 mi mi mi mi mi Nationwide. Find Ford Ranger listings in your area Search Coronavirus
update: New contactless services to help keep you safe. Best deals first. CarGurus User.
Request Information. Private Seller: Bobby. Clifton, SC Message Seller. CarGurus Pay. Private
Seller: Matt. Dover, OH Message Seller. This is a very nice truck. I had a Ford Escape I traded in
on this, and I must say the ride is very similar. I was expecting a more jolting, less smooth ride,
but this is not the case. My Ranger is fairly loaded with a lot of the features that the Escape had.
I dont miss the leather seats. I do miss not having to place a key in the ignition. Read more. I
bought the Ford Ranger Lariat. I love it. Great truck. Love the tight drive in the steering wheel,
and smooth ride. Has a lot of technology if you like that, I am learning. Nothing is missing! Why
Use CarGurus? The Ford Ranger sold in the Americas is a range of pickup trucks manufactured
and marketed by Ford in North and South America under the Ranger nameplate. Introduced in
early for the model year, the Ranger is currently in its fourth generation. Developed as a
replacement for the Mazda-sourced Ford Courier , the model line has been sold across the
Americas; Ford of Argentina began production of the Ranger for South America in Through its
production, the model line has served as a close rival to the Chevrolet S and its Chevrolet
Colorado successor and their GMC counterparts , with the Ranger as the best-selling compact
truck in the United States from to From to , Ford retired the Ranger model line in North America,
concentrating on its full-size F-Series trucks. For the model year, Ford introduced a fourth
generation of the Ranger after a seven-year hiatus. The first mid-size Ranger in North America,
the fourth-generation Ranger is derived from the global Ranger T6 to fulfill North American
design requirements. Ford of Argentina has produced Rangers in its General Pacheco facility
since ; since , the facility has produced the global Ranger T6. For the model year, the Ford
Courier was introduced as the first compact pickup truck sold by Ford. Following the rise of the
compact truck segment during the s, Ford entered into a partnership with Mazda to market the
Mazda B in North America; the Courier would become the first of several jointly manufactured
vehicles between the two companies from the s into the s. Along with minimizing the risk for
Ford of developing a vehicle in an unfamiliar market segment, the partnership provided Mazda
with critically needed funds. While sharing the cab and chassis with its Mazda counterpart, to
increase its sales potential in North America, the Courier adapted design elements of the Ford
F-Series , with twin round headlamps, silver grille, and "FORD" lettering on the hood above the
grille. In , the Courier and B later B were redesigned with a larger cab, redesigned pickup bed,
and tailgate. Following their importation to United States, pickup-truck beds shipped separately
from Japan were installed before shipment to dealers. In , Ford commenced development on
"Project Yuma" as a replacement for the Courier. Project Yuma was centered around quality and
fuel efficiency. During design, the body underwent extensive wind tunnel testing, to meet a
planned 20 MPG fuel efficiency target on its own, the standard front bumper spoiler added 1
MPG ; [5] its 0. After selling nearly one million F-Series trucks in , in , Ford had yet to gain a
profit from its redesign of the F-Series. Around , the Project Yuma truck took on the Ford
Ranger name, adopting the name of the mid to upper-level trim used by the Ford F-Series and
Bronco since In anticipation of the compact truck line, marked the final use of the Ranger trim
for the F-Series and Bronco replaced by XLS for The final Ranger produced on December 16, ,
ended 86 years of production at Twin Cities Assembly as well as the production of all compact
pickups in the United States. In , Ford made its first plans to end production of the Ranger in
North America; although its high productivity spared it from The Way Forward , Twin Cities
Assembly built in was the oldest Ford factory worldwide. The model year was the final model
year for retail sales, with a shortened model year for fleet sales; the final North American-market
Ranger a white SuperCab Sport produced for pest-control company Orkin was produced on
December 16, Over its production life, the chassis and suspension of the Ranger would be used
for several compact Ford trucks and sport-utility vehicles. During the s and s, Mazda adopted a
badge-engineered version of the Ranger, for their B-Series nameplate the reverse of the Ford
Courier produced by Mazda. In , as part of contract negotiations with the United Auto Workers,
leaked reports over the future of the Michigan Assembly Plant included the potential decision of

replacing Ford Focus and Ford C-Max production with an American-market version of the global
Ranger. The first Ranger rolled off the Louisville assembly line on January 18, Similar in size to
the â€” Bronco, the Bronco II used a shortened version of the Ranger chassis, along with much
of its interior components. For the model year, the Ranger underwent a major mid-cycle revision
to improve its exterior aerodynamics and interior ergonomics. For , the Ford Explorer SUV was
derived from the facelifted Ranger, sharing its front fascia, chassis, and interior components.
The first-generation Ranger uses a body-on-frame chassis design; while using a chassis
developed specifically for the model line, the Ranger adopts many chassis design elements
from the F-Series. To minimize unsprung weight , the Twin I-Beams were constructed of
stamped high-strength steel rather than forged steel. Rear-wheel drive was standard, with
part-time four-wheel drive as an option never offered in the Courier. For , rear-wheel anti-lock
brakes became standard. From to , the first-generation Ranger was powered by 2. A four-speed
manual transmission was standard on all engines for and , with a five-speed manual as an
option; a three-speed automatic was offered on 2. For , the five-speed manual became the
standard transmission, with a four-speed automatic offered on non-diesel Rangers. In , a third
configuration was introduced, as the Ranger SuperCab extended cab was introduced. Stretched
17 inches behind the front doors for additional cab space, the SuperCab was offered with the
6-foot bed length; four-wheel drive SuperCabs were sold only with V6 engines. During its
production, the first-generation Ranger was offered with several seating configurations. A
three-passenger bench seat was standard, with various types of bucket seats offered dependent
on trim level. From to , the interior saw few major revisions. In , the instrument cluster was
revised, allowing the fitment of a tachometer. To streamline production, the Ranger shared
interior components with other Ford vehicles, sharing the steering column, door handles, and
window controls from the Ford Escort, Ford F-Series, and Ford Bronco; nearly the entire
driver's compartment of the Ford Bronco II was directly sourced from the Ranger. For , the
Ranger underwent a mid-cycle redesign with new front fenders, a restyled hood and grille, and
flush-mounted composite headlamps with larger marker lamps. To further improve
aerodynamics, the front bumper was redesigned and enlarged to fit more closely with the front
fenders. Intended largely for fleet sales, the Ranger S introduced in [7] was offered with virtually
no available options. While still largely a work truck, the Ranger XL offered color-keyed trim,
floor mats, and chrome bumpers. The XLS was marketed as the sportiest version of the Ranger,
offering bucket seats, blackout trim, and tape stripe packages essentially the successor to the s
" Free Wheeling " trims while the XLT was offered with two-tone exteriors, chrome exterior trim,
and upgraded interior trim. Offering a "sport" suspension and larger tires, the STX was denoted
by the offering of a bucket-seat interior and model-specific two-tone paint scheme. Following an
initial late introduction in California, Ford marketed the Ranger GT option package from to
Powered by a hp 2. The Ranger GT was available in either red, white, or blue paint colors;
chrome trim was painted body color. In , the exterior was modified, with a ground effects
package, including a redesigned body-color front bumper, allowing for integrated fog lamps.
After a ten-year production run, Ford introduced the second generation of the Ranger for the
model year with much of its chassis carried over from previous generation. Sharing no body
panels with its predecessor, the redesigned Ranger shifted from a smaller-proportioned
F-Series to a more aerodynamic design, no longer sharing its front fascia with the Ford
Explorer. For the first time in the compact segment, the Ranger offered a stepside-style bed with
the Ranger Splash. For the model year, Ford commenced production of the Ranger for Mazda,
who began to sell the model line as the B-Series pickup truck effectively in reverse of the
agreement that produced the Ford Courier. For , the second-generation Ranger underwent a
mid-cycle revision; in , the model line became the first compact pickup to offer dual airbags.
The second-generation Ranger carried much of its chassis design from its predecessor, with a
leaf-sprung rear suspension and a Twin I-Beam independent front suspension. Two wheelbases
were carried over from the previous generation: Rear-wheel drive remained standard, with
four-wheel drive as an option; a Dana 35 TTB front axle was used. The standard engine on the
second-generation Ranger was again the 2. The hp 3. The Mazda M5OD 5-speed manual
remained the standard transmission for all three engines. In , the A4LD 4-speed automatic was
replaced by two electronically-controlled transmissions: the lighter-duty 4R44E for the inline-4
and 3. The second-generation Ranger saw major changes centered around the exterior, sharing
no body panels with its predecessor. In line with the Aerostar and Explorer, the Ranger adopted
more aerodynamic body contours, with flush-mounted door glass, a lower hoodline, taller and
wider doors exterior rain gutters were eliminated, in line with the Ford Taurus ; sideview mirror
brackets were eliminated. In a major departure from other compact pickup trucks, the cab was
widened nearly three inches, matching the mid-size Dodge Dakota in width. The interior of the
second-generation underwent a smaller degree of change compared to the exterior. While the

seats and door panels were new, the dashboard was nearly carryover from For , the Ranger
underwent a mid-cycle revision for the exterior and interior. Distinguished by a revised grille
common for both rear-wheel drive and 4x4 Rangers , the Ranger shared its dashboard with the
second-generation Explorer, with more ergonomic controls and a double DIN radio head unit.
Alongside the introduction of a standard driver-side airbag, a power-operated driver seat
became an option for SuperCab Rangers. As with the first generation, the second-generation
Ranger was offered in three basic body styles: a standard cab with 6 or 7-foot bed lengths, or a
SuperCab extended cab with short bed. In , Ford introduced the first FlareSide bed for the
Ranger with the Splash trim see below ; in , the FlareSide bed became an option for all
short-bed Rangers. For , all Rangers adopted a four-hole grille. The second-generation Ranger
largely carried over the trim lines from its predecessor. The base Ranger S meant largely for
fleets was discontinued, with the XL becoming the standard Ranger trim. For , the STX trim
became exclusive to 4x4 Rangers. Introduced for the model year, the Ranger Splash was a
sub-model of the second-generation Ranger. Alongside the FlareSide pickup bed, the Splash
was fitted with a lowered suspension 1 inch in rear, 2 inches in front for 2WD versions ; all
versions were fitted with 4x4 Ranger grilles. The monochromatic exterior was fitted with special
vinyl "Splash" decals on the sides and the tailgate. Rear-wheel drive Splashes were fitted with
chrome steel wheels while 4x4 versions were fitted with aluminum wheels. For the model year, a
third generation of the Ranger made its debut. While visually similar to the previous generation,
extensive upgrades were made to the chassis, suspension, and drivetrain. In line with the larger
F and Super Duty trucks, Super Cab Rangers gained rear-hinged doors for , becoming the first
model line in the compact truck segment to do so. Several variants of the Ranger are derived
from this generation. The Ford Explorer Sport Trac mid-size pickup truck shared its wheelbase
and some components with the Ranger. The model year was the final model year for sales of the
Ranger in North America; following a short run of production exclusively for fleet sales, the final
vehicle was produced by Twin Cities Assembly on December 15, ; the Ranger Sport SuperCab
4x4 was the final vehicle produced by the facility. The third-generation Ranger received a
redesigned frame; replacing full-length C-channel construction, the frame rails forward of the
firewall became fully boxed. As with the two previous generations, a rear-wheel drive
configuration was standard; on four-wheel drive, front-wheel hubs were vacuum-locked from
the dashboard. From to , the standard engine for the Ranger was again a 2. During the model
year, the 2. The same year, the Ranger adopted the overhead-cam version of the 4. Following
the model year, the 3. For all five engines, the third-generation Ranger was offered with a
Mazda-produced 5-speed manual transmission as standard equipment; in , the 4. The 2. In
contrast to its redesign, the third-generation Ranger saw relatively conservative changes to its
appearance. To increase interior space on standard-cab Rangers, the cab was expanded over 3
inches rearward through a longer wheelbase. With the exception of a passenger-airbag lockout
switch, the interior saw little change since its redesign. The third-generation Ranger saw several
updates through its production. For , the front fascia was redesigned with a new grille and
headlamps; the amber turn signals were deleted from the taillamps. For , the grille was enlarged
in the style of the F ; for the first time since , the interior saw several revisions, with new front
seats to meet updated federal safety requirements and a new instrument panel and steering
wheel. For , the Ranger received its final update as the model line was planned for a
discontinuation [31]. The grille was restyled into a "3-slot" configuration in line with the F-Series
, adding clear-lens headlamps and parking lamps; the sideview mirrors were replaced with a
rectangular design. The rear of the Ranger underwent several changes, with larger taillamps
and a Ford Blue Oval centered in the tailgate. For the first time since , the Ranger fender
badging was redesigned with a larger design. For the model year, Ford introduced optional
graphics packages for the Ranger, installed by dealers. Several adjustments were made to the
Ranger trims during the late s. For , Ford introduced the XL Trailhead option, offering the
suspension and higher ride height of a 4x4 Ranger on a rear-wheel drive vehicle. To expand the
trim offering, Ford introduced the Edge Plus combining several XLT features with the Edge ,
along with a 4x4 variant with the 4. Following the model year, the Ranger Edge was repackaged
as the Ranger Sport as Ford shifted the Edge nameplate to a mid-size CUV ; the Sport would be
produced through the model year. From to Introduced as the Ranger FX4 for , the off-road
option package came standard with the 4. While retaining the FX4 Off-Road name, the new
model line adopted a number of features from the Level II, including three skid plates, a Torsen
differential as an option , heavy-duty shocks Rancho units replacing Bilsteins , and two-tone
bucket seats with heavy-duty rubber flooring. For the model year, the Ranger Tremor was
introduced as an option package. The Ranger was the first small pickup to introduce dual
airbags as safety features. The exception was the Toyota Tacoma , which also got an
"acceptable" rating. The model year brought the addition of front seat combination head and

torso airbags to improve passenger safety in a side-impact collision [33] and earned "good"
rating through the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety 's side impact test. Also, electronic
stability control was added for the models as standard equipment. For the model year, the
fourth-generation Ranger was introduced, going on sale in January Along with its shift in size
segments, the fourth generation marks several firsts for the Ranger in North America. The
two-door standard-cab configuration is no longer produced; all examples are SuperCabs or
SuperCrews. While Ford Argentina produced crew-cab Rangers during the s and s, this is the
first Ranger offered with four full doors in the United States and Canada effectively succeeding
the Ford Explorer Sport Trac. For the first time, no V6 engine nor any manual transmission is
offered; a 2. Originally fitted with lead-acid batteries , Nickel metal hydride NiMH batteries were
introduced for While using the frame of a 4x4 Ranger, the Ranger EV was rear-wheel drive with a
rear-mounted driveline. It is also the only rear-wheel drive American-produced Ford fitted with a
de Dion rear suspension. Externally, the Ranger EV is primarily distinguished from a standard
Ranger by its grille; the Ranger EV has a grille-mounted charging port on the right third of its
grille. During its production, 1, Ranger EVs were produced; as with most electric vehicles of the
s, it was offered exclusively through lease. While most fleet-leased Ranger EVs were returned to
Ford after the end of the lease and dismantled, some Ranger EVs leased by individuals were
purchased and remain in use. For Mazda, whose B-series had struggled in North America, the
new B-series was a variant of one of the highest-selling compact trucks. The Mazda B-Series
adopted both cab configurations of the Rangers; all units were produced with Styleside beds
revised in design for the Mazda line. Mechanically identical to the Ranger, the B-Series was
offered with the same engines and transmissions; both two-wheel drive and 4x4 versions were
offered. To distinguish the Mazda from the Ranger, stylists gave the B-Series its own front
fascia, pickup truck bed, and wheel designs; the extended cab Cab Plus received chrome
window trim and blacked-out B-pillars. As the two model lines were nearly identical, the
Ford-produced B-Series closely followed the development of the Ranger in its body and
chassis. For , Mazda dropped the B separately from Ford , returning it for As a running change
during the model year, Cab Plus SuperCab models received two rear-hinged doors, a first in the
pickup truck segment. Separate from the Ranger, the Mazda Truck received what would be its
final exterior update; on a redesigned front fascia, the Mazda badge was centered into the grille.
After , the B was discontinued Ford ended production of the 3. As Mazda North America began
to shift away from pickup truck sales, the Mazda Truck was withdrawn from the United States
after the model year; leftover production was sold in Canada for In , Ford began exports of the
Ranger from the United States to Argentina ; initial exports started with two-door SuperCab
equipped with the 4. As demand increased, Ford made the decision to produce it locally in
Buenos Aires , Argentina at the Ford General Pacheco Assembly Plant for the local market and
subsequently for the rest of Latin America. The first Rangers produced at General Pacheco were
built in , with Ford offering single cab versions with gasoline engines. By November , supply
was increased with both diesel and gasoline engines, two-wheel and four-wheel drive , and
different levels of equipment. After two years of local production, Ford of Argentina introduced
a redesigned version of the Ranger for Featuring the same updates as its counterpart in the
United States, a new four-door double cab body variant exclusive to South America made its
debut. Starting in , Ford began to phase out the Ford Courier name on its Mazda-produced
compact pickups sold globally in favor of the Ranger nameplate though the Courier remained in
use in Australia. The exterior facelift given to North American Rangers was not carried over to
South American versions, with the front bodywork remaining until the model year. For , both
versions were given the same grille though Argentine-produced versions were designed with
projector-style headlamps. For , the Ranger received a makeover with a grill and headlights
similar to the North American version; bed extenders became available for all boxes. For , Ford
of Argentina gave the Ranger its largest facelift since Exclusive to South America, the update
replaced the hood, front fenders and bumper with a more aggressive design; to allow for a more
aggressive stance, large wheel arches were included. For the first time, the Ranger adopted the
Ford three-bar corporate grille; the door handles were redesigned, shifting to a loop-style
design. The interior was largely unchanged, as were the powertrain offerings. A new option for
Argentina and Brazil included an engine powered by compressed natural gas , making it the
first pickup truck to offer a factory-built natural gas vehicle NGV commercially available in those
countries. Designed by Ford of Australia, the Ranger T6 consolidated the Ford- and
Mazda-based versions of the Ranger onto a single platform sold globally, introduced to North
America for Ford Ranger Argentina wheelbases and bed lengths: [51]. Engines: [51]. From
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. For an overview of all the Ford Ranger models, see Ford
Ranger. This article is about the American Ford Ranger. For the models sold internationally, see
Ford Ranger international. Motor vehicle. Main article: Ford Courier. Inline-four engines. V6
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Ranger is a pickup truck manufactured by Ford Motor Company that was first introduced to the
market in The Ranger replaced the earlier Ford Courier as the company's premium compact
pickup, and was the best selling compact pickup in the US between and The model of the Ford
Ranger offers similar specifications to the earlier models released, except that a 2. There were
three engine types available in for the Ford Ranger. The first was an in-line four cylinder 2. The
second was a 2. The third engine available was the powerful V6 cylinder, 2. The 2. All models
used an electric fuel injection system. Several body types were available for the version of the
Ford Ranger. The standard cab models were available with six-foot and seven-foot beds, while
the Supercab version was only available with a six-foot bed. However, the Supercab version has
17 inches of storage space behind the front seats, providing space for two optional jump seats.
Cathel Hutchison began editing and writing in and has worked with various institutions and
publishers, including editing courses for the Open University and captioning for the cultural
archive "Am Baile. Transmission and Fuel System models of the Ford Ranger had four speed
automatic transmission, or five speed manual transmissions. Other Features Several body
types were available for the version of the Ford Ranger. This page is geared more toward the
beginner and intermediate builders, and is not an all inclusive step-by-step guide. That Ranger

has been able to take me anywhere I could want to go off-road. The inch tire size limits the size
of the rocks I could crawl, and the tire size that I would need would require larger axles, along
with a completely different suspension setup. And while it could take me anywhere I could want
to go if I was overlanding, the bed cage, spare tire, tool box, and bed mounted batteries pretty
much render the bed useless. There would be no room for a fridge, roof top tent or camper shell
, and camping gear. Decide on how you plan to use the truck before you start building it. Know
what type and size of tire is going to best suit your needs. You can find out more on that below
under Tire Size vs Gear Ratio. Suspension Lifts â€” A suspension lift will not only make room
for larger tires, but it also moves the frame and drivetrain higher up from the ground. This will
provide more ground clearance off-road. BUT, only tire size will affect how much room is
between the axles and the ground. Lifting your truck will affect its center of gravity. Ideally, you
always want to keep your center of gravity as low as possible. Body Lift â€” A body lift is a
2-inch or 3-inch spacer 3-inch is most common that is bolted between the frame, and the body
mounts. This will lift the body and make room for larger tires. Some people use a combination
of suspension lift, body lift, AND cut fenders. People seem to think that you need to go as high
as you can afford, and get the biggest tire you can fit. Keep in mind that larger tires are going to
require more power to turn them. If you think that you want to starts to push the limits of the
stock Ranger axles, and anything above that is going to get you in to axle swapping. They can
handle inch tires with moderate off-roading. The weak link in the Dana 35 TTB is the flange style
locking hubs. Some people have chosen to swap out the Dana 35 steering knuckles and replace
them with Dana 44 knuckles to gain the stronger Dana 44 locking hubs. Ford 7. Ford 8. The
spline 8. Swapping out a spline 8. For more information on what rear axle, differential type, and
gear ratio your Ranger has, click HERE. Starting around , Rough Country began offering a
5-inch suspension lift for the Ford Ranger. In the photo above, you can see how the torsion bar
hangs down under the passenger door. That bar, and the twisted tension applied to it, acts as
the spring that holds the front end up. The common method for lifting these trucks is to add a
3-inch body lift, and then crank the torsion bars to level the truck. Some even crank them a bit
higher, and also add a 2-inch block under the rear springs for more lift. For information on
cranking your torsion bars â€” click HERE. For information on installing a body lift, click HERE.
For better references on lift and tire sizes, click HERE. A 6-inch lift would give you plenty of
room. I used a 6-inch kit on my Ranger top with inch tires. I could have squeezed inch tires on,
but they would have rubbed as the axle articulated up and down. In the side shot of my Ranger
below , you can see the tire clearance I had with a 6-inch lift and inch tires. Even with the lift,
you can see how close the tires are to the front of the bed rear and the rear of the front fender.
Even with the 6-inch lift, the tires rub under extreme trail conditions. I would not run inch tires
on this Ranger photo above without trimming the fenders. I also would not install a 3-inch body
lift. For information on adding a body lift, click HERE. This also applies to the 4-cylinder Ford
Ranger with the older Dana 28 front axle. The 4. They can handle 33 and 35 inch tires. You can
fit inch tires by installing a 6-inch suspension lift, but you may need to trim the fenders. They
may fit when the truck is sitting still, but will likely rub on the trail. You can also fit inch tires by
installing a 4-inch suspension lift along with a 3-inch body lift. You can fit inch tires by installing
a 6-inch suspension and a 3-inch body lift, or a 4-inch suspension lift with a 3-inch body lift and
cut fenders. Below is a photo of my Ford Ranger with a 4-inch suspension lift, 3-inch body lift,
and inch tires. I had to trim about 1-inch out of my fenders wheel openings to get the tires to fit,
but you can see that they still rub the back side of the front fender. Also notice how this truck
has an all around better stance than my Ford Ranger above. The would actually look better if it
was on inch tires. The gears in your axles multiply the engines torque output to turn your
wheels. This is why a 4-cylinder Ranger will have a numerically higher gear ratio than a V6
powered Ranger. This is also why you find full size trucks with towing packages that have
numerically higher axle ratios than trucks without a towing package. You have to compensate
for that by changing to a numerically higher gear. You can use our Gears Needed After Adding
Larger Tires â€” Calculator to figure out what size gears you need when you swap to a larger
tire. However, I have found that these tire size and gear ratios are the best combinations for a V6
powered off-road Ford Ranger:. As much as I love its capability, I admit that it would have a
better stance if it was sitting on inch tires. I had briefly considered swapping to the taller tire,
but I would have needed to re-gear both axles from 4. I geared these axles with the inch tire size
in mind. Many people have a misconception that 4-wheel drive means that power is sent to all
four wheels when 4HI or 4LO is engaged. With open differentials, power is only applied to one
rear wheel usually the right rear and one front wheel usually the left front. A limited slip
differential will send power to both wheels equally when traveling straight, however when one
wheel spins due to a lack of traction, the differential will automatically provide torque to the
other wheel with traction. The limited slip is obviously better than an open differential. When

your stuck in the mud, or climbing a difficult trail, you want power going to both tires at the
same time. Not just one. This is where a locker comes in. When engaged, a locker will send
power to both wheels, or all four wheels if you have front and rear lockers. There are a variety of
locker types. There are small lockers that will fit inside of your existing open differential. These
do not affect the setup of the original gears. There are lockers that completely replace your
factory differential, and require an experienced mechanic to reinstall your axle gears to the
proper specifications. This is obviously an area where knowing how you plan to use your truck
will guide you toward the differential set up you need. For more information on differentials, and
picking the right differential for you, click HERE. Still trying to figure out the right setup? Here
are some personal recommendations based on the various model years and the options that
were available:. I would look for a 2. If you buy a Ranger that still has automatic locking hubs,
swap them out for manual locking hubs. You can find more information on that HERE. Low
Buck Build: Look for a standard cab short bed model with 3. If you find one with an open rear
differential, you could easily add a Lock-Right locker to the factory open differential. Moderate
Build: Replace the stock Dana 28 front axle with a Dana 35 from a 4. Have 4. A limited slip will
work fairly well in moderate off-roading, but you may want to replace it with a true locker. For
more examples of tire size and lift comparisons, click HERE. Starting in , Ford began using the
4R44E automatic behind the 4-cylinder and 3. I personally would not build an off-road Ford
Ranger that had an automatic transmission, unless it was a or newer model. Low Buck Build:
Any V6 model with a manual, or a model with an automatic. Moderate Build: I would build a Ford
Ranger with the 4. If you wanted to go with a larger tire, I would cut out the fenders to fit inch
tires, and use 4. Get a set of Skyjacker extended radius arms to allow more wheel travel from
the front suspension. These have proven to be problematic. While some people try to avoid
these Rangers, they actually have two benefits:. Torsen makes a differential for these Rangers
that is more like a limited slip. The only other option is a Lock-Right locker, but that would
require you to have an open differential to install it in, and the front axle setup with a manual
hub swap. Install a Torsen differential in the front, or a Lock-Right locker if you have a with a
manual hub swap. Upgrade to 4. Cut the fenders and add cut-out fender flares to make room for
the inch tires. Either install a 3-inch body lift, or cut the fenders and add cut-out fender flares to
make room for the inch tires. Below is my Ford Ranger. It has a 3. Since it has an open
differential, I could easily add a Lock-Rite locker to the rear axle. If I added a set of cut out
fender flares with inch tires, this would make an inexpensive every day driver, and weekend trail
truck. There has been a mentality that you need to swap in a Dana 44 solid front axle to make a
capable off-road truck. The Dana 35 has a 7. The weak link in the Dana 35 is the flange style
locking hubs. You can read more on this type of hybrid knuckle swap HERE. If I wanted to run
inch or larger tires, I would skip the Dana 44 and go straight to a Dana 60 solid front axle. If I
was to build a Ford Ranger and wanted to run inch tires, I would seriously consider a Dana 44
solid axle swap. Obviously larger tires require more power to turn them. The Ford Ranger 4. The
Ford Explorer 5. In my opinion, the V8 is great in a street or show truck, but can be very
temperamental in an off-road truck. The exception would be a mud bog truck, or desert race
truck where you actually need the horsepower to create wheel speed. If you have a 4-cylinder or
older 2. There are certain suspension kits that I would recommend, and others I would stay
away from. For more recommendations on suspension kits and other off-road accessories,
check out the Off-Road Product Guide. As I said, this is not meant to be an all inclusive
step-by-step guide. There are numerous ways that you could build an off-road truck. This will
hopefully give you some basic knowledge to get you pointed in the right direction. Be sure to
check out the Off-Road Product Guide for more information to help you pick the right products.
More Articles:. Before starting a conversion, we recommend that you check local and state
vehicle regulations to ensure the modifications are legal. James Duff Inc cannot be held liable
for any vehicle modifications since all conversion components are intended for off-road use
only. Click here for warranty information. However, it is easier and cheaper to purchase a
complete "take-out" engine from a wrecking yard that already has the necessary components
and brackets. If you cannot find one of these motors, we have provided a list of accessories and
brackets to assist you with your conversion. You need a belt system using three belts to gain
sufficient radiator clearance. Carbureted For ' trucks with the carbureted 2. On later models, it is
nearly impossible to pass emissions with this setup. Refer to the following information for the
modifications necessary for installation. The 4. This engine makes hp, and can be upgraded
with a Duff Power Chip, a free flow air filter, and even a supercharger. The modifications
necessary for installation are mostly the same as the carbureted If all emission equipment is
retained, most states will accept it as emissions legal. It is possible to swap in a W with many of
the same components as the , but tight clearances make this much more difficult. The original
Bronco II and Ranger transmissions are too weak to withstand V8 power and must be swapped

for a heavier duty transmission. You have the option of changing your Manual truck to an
automatic, or vice versa at this point. In ''84, some vehicles came with a C5 automatic. In these
vehicles, a V8 torque converter and bellhousing can be installed on the C5, though we suggest
buying a stronger C4 originally used with a V8. Then have the C5 main shaft and tailhousing
installed in the C4. There are two different belt systems, serpentine and "V" belt. Your pump
should have an intake spout on the driver's side to match our radiator. The serpentine belt is
reverse rotation, so you must keep the belt system your pump came with. You can use your
stock power steering pump by using the correct brackets, found on most Ford passenger cars,
You need the correct V8 pulley for proper belt alignment. Original length hoses can be used on
most conversions. For your convenience, we've provided the Ford part numbers below. Your
stock V6 alternator can be kept by using the correct V8 pulley, alternator bracket and adjuster. If
you are replacing a 4 cyl. Ford Alternator Mounting Bracket If your vehicle has air conditioning
and you wish to keep it, the heater box on the firewall will need extensively cut, though a body
lift helps reduce this. The stock compressor may be used if you can find V8 mounting brackets.
The wiring and hoses may need to be extended to reach the new compressor location. The AC
condenser must be relocated to the front side of the radiator to clear the fan. The center vertical
bar in the core support must be cut out to make room. On carbureted V8s you must use an
in-line electric fuel pump with a psi rating. In most cases, a mechanical fuel pump will interfere
with your steering box. If your vehicle came with electronic fuel injection, you have an in-tank
fuel pump with a 40 psi rating. A regulator must be used to reduce pressure to psi. If a regulator
is unavailable, you need to remove the in-tank fuel pump and install an in-line electric fuel
pump. On fuel-injected V8s, you can retain the stock in-tank pump. If you install a highly
modified engine, you may need to upgrade to a more powerful pump to supply more fuel
pressure. The starter motor, flywheel, bell housing, and torque converter or clutch are a
matched set. V8's in F-series came with tooth flywheels which are larger and harder to fit
around the firewall. The tooth flywheel from passenger cars is smaller and easier to fit. It is
important to check your flywheel and starter for proper engagement before installing the
engine. Your firewall and floor pan area is narrow and may need some slight modifications. We
suggest using a 14" torque converter and bell housing to make clearance. Otherwise, a 3 lb
sledgehammer can make enough room. The body seam between the floor pan and the firewall
must be bent over. In some instances, additional clearance may be needed near the bottom
corners where the firewall and the floor pan meet. The heater box will need to be trimmed
slightly and patched to clear the valve cover. When converting to a V8, you can use the stock V6
temperature and pressure gauge sending units. If your vehicle has a mechanical tachometer,
you will need to have it re-calibrated for the new engine. Most swaps do not require the use of a
suspensio
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n or body lift. However, a 2" body lift Ranger or Bronco II can greatly reduce the amount of
firewall, heater box, and floor pan modifications. See the Bushing section for body lift
information. Reinforcing the front suspension with a suspension lift or double shocks is highly
recommended. Front: The Dana 35 from 4. It bolts into the same mounting points as the Dana 28
but does require some driveshaft modifications. We also offer the components for swapping in
a Dana 44 solid axle from an Early Bronco. Check the Solid Axle category for these parts. Rear:
For Rangers, the 8. For Bronco II's, the same axle can be used, but the spring perches have to
be relocated. The 9" is also a good choice, just be sure to check it for the correct width before
installing. However, most 9" axles have a 5x5. Skip to content Need a V8? A quick guide to
getting more power. There are 3 popular options for engine swaps: Carbureted For ' trucks with
the carbureted 2. Share this: Email. Like this: Like Loading

