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The Nissan ZX is a sports car in the Nissan Z-car family that was produced across two similar
but unique generations. As with all other versions of the Z, the ZX was sold within the Japanese
domestic market under the name Fairlady Z. It was sold in Japan from to and in the United
States from to , the ZX name followed the numerical convention initiated with the original Z car,
the Nissan S30 , which was marketed in the U. The addition of the "X" to the car's name was a
carryover from its predecessor, the ZX , to signify the presence of more luxury and comfort
oriented features. The first generation ZX known as the Z31 model was produced from through
and was a sales success becoming the highest volume Z-car for Nissan. To become even more
competitive in the sports car market, the second generation Z32 was driven up-market. It was
redesigned to be faster and feature more advanced technology, but came with a higher price
than its predecessor, with consecutive price increases each model year of availability. As such,
sales dwindled each year, a trend in the higher end sports car market at the time, and Nissan
placed a hiatus on selling new Nissan Z-Cars to the US after the model year, though the car
would continue to be sold in the Japan domestic market until in low production numbers. Car
and Driver placed the Z32 on its Ten Best list for seven consecutive years, each model year of
its availability in the United States. Motor Trend awarded it as the Import Car of the Year.
Designed by Kazumasu Takagi and his team of developers, the Z31 improved aerodynamics and
increased power when compared to its predecessor, the ZX. The newer Z-car had a drag
coefficient of 0. According to Nissan , the new V6 engine was intended to uphold the sporty,
six-cylinder spirit of the original Fairlady Z , but in a more compact and efficient package. The
ZR was the last Z-car to feature a factory-installed inline six. There were five engine options in
total: A turbocharged dual overhead cam 2. The Z31 had electronic fuel injection EFI , and was
rear wheel drive. The VG30 engine was either a type A or type B sub-designation from to March ,
while models from April to had a W sub-designation. The W-series engines featured redesigned
water jackets for additional cooling, and fully floating piston wrist pins. Finally, these engines
were equipped with self-adjusting hydraulic valve lifters. The transmissions were a 5-speed
manual or an optional 4-speed automatic all Z31 automatics were the E4N71B equipped with
torque-converter lockup including turbo models. All Z31s were equipped with a Nissan R rear
differential, [ citation needed ] April and later turbo models received an R clutch limited-slip
differential except Shiro Specials which had a Viscous-type limited slip. Select ZX models as
well as some other Nissan models of the time period could also be equipped with a digital
gauge cluster that also utilized a "Voice Warning System". The Voice Warning System used the
vehicle's radio and driver's door speaker to mute the radio and provide a vocal warning
whenever the left or right door was ajar, the exterior lights were left on after the vehicle was
turned off, parking brake was left on while trying to operate the car, or the fuel level was low.
Other technological features in the ZX included a "Body Sonic" audio system that utilized a
separate amplifier and speakers in the vehicle's front seats that allowed bass from music to be
felt by the vehicle's occupants, and a fully digital climate control system. The Z31 chassis was
based on the ZX. Turbocharged models, except for the Shiro Special edition, had 3-way
electronically adjustable shock absorbers. The Z31 was available in either left or right hand
drive. The Z31 body was slightly restyled in with the addition of side skirts, flared fenders, and
sixteen inch wheels turbo models only. Many black plastic trim pieces were also painted to
match the body color, and the hood scoop was removed. The car was given a final makeover in
that included more aerodynamic bumpers, fog lamps within the front air dam, and bulb-based
headlamps that replaced the outdated sealed beam headlights. The ZX-titled reflector in the rear
was updated to a narrow set of tail lights running the entire width of the car and an LED third
brake light on top of the rear hatch. This was the first car in history to have the central brake
light with LED, in model year, made by Stanley Electric. The Z31 continued selling until , more
than any other Z-Car at the time. Cars produced from to are referred to as "Zenki" models, while
cars produced from to are known as "Kouki" models. The models are a special due to sharing
some major features from both. They are sometimes referred to as "Chuki" models, but are
usually grouped with the Zenki models because of the head and tail lights. North America was
the main market for the ZX, as for previous generations of the Z-car. It was introduced to the
United States in October , along with the remainder of Nissan's model year lineup. The SF
model was only available in Canada. The to turbo models featured a Garrett T3 turbocharger
with a 7. For the model year, the base two-seater model was made available without the T-bars,
creating a lower cost entry-level version. Two Special Edition versions of the Z31 generation
model were produced by Nissan; a 50th Anniversary Edition celebrated the company's
semi-centennial in and offered additional luxury features, and a "Shiro Special", released four
years later, with performance-oriented upgrades. The only option available to the 50th
Anniversary Edition was the choice between an automatic or a 5-speed manual transmission. In
, the turbocharged Shiro Special debuted with pearl white paint, stiffer springs and matched

shocks, heavy-duty anti-sway bars, a unique front air dam, paint matched wheels, Recaro seats
with matching door panels, painted bumperettes, white painted door handles and a viscous
limited-slip differential. No options were available for the Shiro. As originally introduced, all
Japanese market Fairlady Z's were slicktops, but the T-top option was made available in
February The 2-liter models later gained the Z, ZG, or ZS monikers to help differentiate from the
larger, three-liter models. The ZR model was introduced in October and was the first production
car in the world to use a ceramic turbocharger. This was made much smaller with the October
facelift, which generally made for a smoother appearance overall. The ZR was positioned as a
sportier alternative, with tighter suspension settings, while the turbocharged ZX was now only
offered with an automatic transmission, and the ZR was a budget alternative as it fit into a lower
tax and insurance category thanks to its smaller engine. The two-seater model was not available
in mainland Europe but was available in the United Kingdom. All European turbocharged
models received a different front lower spoiler as well, with models being unique and
production having the same spoiler as the USDM Shiro Special model. Swedish- and
Swiss-market models as well as those sold in Australia received exhaust gas recirculation
control systems to meet those countries particular emissions regulations. The cars sold in and
'85 were all naturally aspirated with no catalytic converter, while the turbocharged version was
the only model available from to There was only one trim level in Australia, with the digital
dashboard and climate control being an optional upgrade package, and leather seats only
available in the redesigned series 3 "Californian" models. The Australian factory service manual
provides camshaft measurements which do not match any of the known USDM or EDM
camshaft profiles, the FSM states the exhaust valve has an open duration of degrees, but the
specified opening and closing angles add up to degrees. The exterior badge was fixed to the
cars by dealerships, so the position of the badge is not the same on all models. There was no
Shiro Special in Australia, and no models featured the adjustable shock absorbers. The Z32 was
a new design, approved in final form by Nissan management on October 1, and designed by
Isao Sono and Toshio Yamashita. It had a marginally increased drag coefficient of. Nissan
utilized the Cray-2 supercomputer to design the new Z32 with a form of CAD software [22]
making it one of the first production cars to utilize this tool. Most Z32s now featured T-tops as
standard. In , a 2-seat convertible version produced by ASC [23] was introduced for the first
time, in response to aftermarket conversions. Officially, a total of eight cars were produced and
were numbered But there were others custom-made. The exact number is not known. The SR
claimed the title of the third fastest production car in the world in for a fraction of the price of a
Lamborghini Diablo and Ferrari F40 according to the designer Randy Ball. The performance
upgrades were covered by the factory warranty. Each vehicle was numbered in the engine bay
and interior. American Z-car sales reached one million sales during the model year, making it at
that time the best selling sports car. A Commemorative Edition for the final units shipped to
America included decals and certificates of authenticity. In Japan , the ZX continued until
August It could be ordered with various options separately. Options were available separately
by order only, and include:. The aforementioned facelift of late featured a new front fascia, tail
lights, optional Xenon HID headlights, optional rear spoiler, optional BBS mesh wheels, orange
rear corner lights and an instrument cluster with white dials as well as other minor changes.
The Z32 chassis underwent some changes during its production run between and Japan and to
US. The Z32's extended model year sales in reached 39, units. The second commercial was
directed by Ridley Scott and only aired once. Executives at Nissan pulled the commercial after
the initial airing when they became concerned the commercial would promote street racing
since the commercial features the ZX being faster than a sport bike, a formula one car and a
fighter jet. Joe -like action figure coming to life, getting behind the wheel of a red ZX
radio-controlled car and picking up a Barbie -like doll for a date, stealing her away from her
husband, who resembles Ken. They then drive around the feet of Mr K, a caricature of former
Nissan executive Yutaka Katayama , who smiles as he watches them go by. Joe, Barbie and Ken
amounted to "trademark and copyright infringement" and caused "irreparable injury to Mattel's
name, business reputation and goodwill. The ZX was campaigned during and in showroom
stock racing. Additional factory endorsement, combined with a new chassis, transmission and
more reliable Goodyear tires contributed to the team's success. The biggest triumph for the Z32
racecar was the victory in the 24 Hours of Daytona. In an attempt to level the playing field in the
GTS-1 class by reducing the allowable horsepower, the IMSA declared the twin turbo VG engine
ineligible for the season. In , JUN's first Z32 went In Australia, the to Nissan ZX was assessed in
the Used Car Safety Ratings brochure as providing "average" protection for its occupants in the
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engine family consists of V6 engines designed and produced by Nissan for several vehicles in
the Nissan lineup. VG engines displace between 2. Later versions featured a slightly different
block, a DOHC arrangement with 4 valves per cylinder, and N-VCT , Nissan's own version of
variable valve timing , for a smoother idle and more torque at low to medium engine speeds.
The objective during development was to replace the Nissan L engine , an engine that was
influenced by the Prince G engine , with an all-new V6 engine. The VG engine was fully designed
by Nissan from scratch, and shared little mechanical components with its predecessor, or with
another automaker's engine. Nissan engineers wanted the VG engine to have improved
performance, fuel economy, reliability, and refinement, as well as being lighter and more
compact than its predecessor. Extensive computer design techniques were used during
development, which made the VG series one of the most advanced and high-tech engines of its
day. ECCS used a microprocessor and an oxygen sensor to control fuel delivery, spark timing,
exhaust gas recirculation rate, and engine idle speed, depending on the current operating
conditions of the engine. This system reduced carbon emissions, improved fuel economy, and
improved engine performance during cold-start and warm-up conditions. The advantages of the
VG engine over its predecessor was that its V6 configuration would allow greater torsional
rigidity for higher performance potential, and its shorter length would give Nissan designers
and engineers more freedom for vehicle design, allowing them to design vehicles that had
frontal crush zone space, and allowed transverse mounting. All VG engines use a timing belt to
synchronize the camshafts with the crankshaft, in comparison to the L engine, which uses a
timing chain. Most VG engines use an interference design; in the event of a timing belt failure,
The pistons will likely bend the valves, and can cause major engine damage. The turbo included
with the VG20ET had two different settings. At low speeds, the turbo's wastegate would stay
closed improving the response at low rpm. At high speeds, the flap would stay open,
decreasing resistance and increasing exhaust flow. It is an overhead cam, twelve-valve engine.
This engine was mainly offered in export markets with more lenient environmental regulations,
such as the Middle East and Africa. It features a throttle body fuel injection system. It has a long
crank snout, a cylinder head temperature sensor positioned behind the timing belt cover, and a
knock sensor in the cylinder valley on California models only. In April the "W" series VG30 was
released, adding 5 horsepower but leaving torque unchanged. All models featured a T3
turbocharger at 6. In the compression ratio was changed to 8. It was also installed with N-VCT ,
an early form of variable valve timing. Late VG30DE's used slightly smaller oval intake ports,
and oval exhaust ports. The bolt spacing was shared with the round-port variant from earlier
years. While this engine is similar to the VG30DE, it used different heads and inlet manifold. The
engine was available in the Cedric, Gloria, Cima and Leopard chassis. Bore and stroke is It has
a cast iron engine block and aluminum SOHC cylinder heads. Compression ratio is 8. From
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HR UD. Nissan ZX is a sports car produced in Japan from to In some countries, this car is sold
as Nissan Fairlady Z. The designer in charge of the exterior of the Nissan ZX is Kazumasu
Takagi, who in the production of the second generation of this model was replaced by the duo
Toshio Yamashita â€” Isao Sono. Initially, the ZX was sold with two body types. Over time,
Nissan expanded the ZX with convertibles. Two types of gearboxes are installed on the ZX. The
first is a 5-speed manual lever, but customers also have the option of a 4-speed automatic
gearbox. In the first years of production the Nissan ZX used a wide variety of 6-cylinder engines,
mostly V-shaped engines with a capacity of 2 or 3 liters. Since , Nissan narrowed the lineup and
began offering the ZX with two 3. The fuel consumption of the Nissan ZX varies widely. Nissan
ZX is considered a very practical model, despite the fact that it is a sports car. Experts and
users alike have praised it for its good value for money. Despite the relatively low purchase
price, the Nissan ZX generates considerable maintenance costs. One of the causes of this
situation is the frequent errors in this car, which apart from the important components. The
disadvantages of the ZX are also silencing, which is insufficient and significantly reduces
driving comfort. In total, nearly half a million units of the ZX were produced. Save my name,
email, and website in this browser for the next time I comment. Home Cars. What is Volvo
PowerPulse Mean? Renault Nissan 2. Nissan Info. Jump To Article. Please enter your comment!
Please enter your name here. You have entered an incorrect email address! Recent Posts.
Jasmine Lee 0. If you need a used car with a small diesel engine, even though the repair costs
are very high, there are several attractive offers In the event a part sold with a warranty fails to
operate within the warranty period we will replace the part s with a functionally equivalent part
or refund the part purchase price, at our option. Once you obtain an RMA number, please ship
the item back to us at the below address along with all proper documentation and original RMA
number:. International Shipping is available at this time on select parts only. Please see the
individual listing and its Shipping Tab for availability to your location. Pick up at our facilities is
available. Please send us an eBay Message prior to your purchase to arrange pick up. All parts
are shipped within business days of purchase unless otherwise stated. Please allow business
days for delivery of your part s. Most areas within the continental US receive their items within 5
business days. No expedited shipping options are available at this time. If an item arrives
damaged, please contact us immediately through eBay Messaging within at least 24 hours for
further instructions. If we are unable to answer your questions before the listing ends, the item
will be re-listed again soon for you to purchase. Core Charge. A core charge is sometimes
applied to re-buildable parts such as engines or alternators that can be redeemed for a portion
of their original price. If the part you are purchasing has a core charge applied, it will be noted in
the description. Parts Grading. A standard code system is used to communicate the condition
and quality of a part between automotive recyclers, automotive repair shops, and insurers.
Knowing how these codes are used will help you understand whether the part meets your
expectations before you buy it and what you can expect from the part when you receive it.
Welcome to our eBay Store! Ebay compatibility chart is not enough. ECM will require
professional installation and VIN number programming or it will start and then shut down or not
start at all. The 60 Day period starts when you take possession of the part. No labor warranty is
provided In the event a part sold with a warranty fails to operate within the warranty period we
will replace the part s with a functionally equivalent part or refund the part purchase price, at
our option. No refund on deposits or unwanted special order parts or special "cut" items. To
return an item you must contact us through eBay Messaging within the 60 Day period to obtain
an RMA number Return Material Authorization Original shipping charges and return shipping
charges will not be refunded. We try to answer all messages within 24 hours. A Grade - The
highest quality part. B Grade - The second level quality part. It is of average miles and normal
condition for its age. C Grade - The third level quality part. No Grade - A part that has not yet
been graded. The LS zx Swap is a prevalent engine swap. The zx z32 is a Japanese sports car
manufactured between Nissan originally offered it with a 3. Nissan offered an auto and manual
gearbox variant of the z The manual zx transmission is a 5-speed that could withstand a
beating. Designing a way to bolt a Z32 transmission to an LS creates viable options for a zx
engine swap. With the availability of an LS zx swap kit, many Nissan enthusiasts can have the
sporty looks of a zx with the reliable power of a GM V8. The LS is a family of GM engines that
debuted in The truck version was known as the iron-block, while they introduced the lighter
weight, all-aluminum LS1 for the new C5 Corvette. GM produced these engines between and in
the US. They nicknamed the group of engines LS. Although the z32 is not, by any means, a slow
car, they do not have the power to break the tires loose at the blip of a throttle like an American
V8 can. With the engine being the weakest link, and the body styling and drivetrain thriving, the

z32 zx is a perfect candidate for a zx ls swap. Racers and serious drivers want lighter cars with
stable handling. In particular, drifters and other racers favored the zx LS Swap. Because of its
popularity, the automotive aftermarket offers a variety of off-the-shelf products to make the ls zx
swap easier. The range of components required for a successful swap made it worthwhile to
develop replacement parts. Some of the assemblages include. A great feature of the LS series is
the compatibility between different LS engine generations. That flexibility creates opportunities
for devising less expensive but advantageous upgrades. For example, fitting an LS2 head on an
LS1 engine adds more horsepower. Therefore, interchanging the parts is an easy way to
maximize the potential of the swap. Also, having the choice between the lightweight
all-aluminum or the heavier cast iron engine makes this platform desirable in a wide variety of
projects. The availability of these transmissions is lacking; therefore, the price has skyrocketed.
The scarcity and cost of the t56 are why G Force has engineered transmis
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sion swap kits to allow the use of other popular transmissions. Here, the Z32 transmission is
worth considering. It is robust yet compact. Because it costs a fraction of a t56, the zx
transmission is a frequent choice for the budget-conscious. G Force is an established
aftermarket resource known for the strength, durability, and reliability of the parts we
manufacture. We offer an array of transmission and suspension parts engineered to make
complex projects such as the LS zx swap more straightforward to complete. The Z32 adapter kit
simplifies the conversion by including. Even though this is a popular conversion, every project
is different. G Force also offers other suspension and transmission parts for the LS zx swap and
other conversions. You may want to consider our transmission mounts, motor mounts,
crossmembers, and more. Our dedicated team of experts is available to answer your questions.
You may reach out to us on Chat or call What is an LS zx Swap? Why the zx? Scroll for more.

