2008 ford escape blend door actuator
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design door lock actuator. When one of these sealed units fails, there is no way to repair it, so
replacement is your only option. Your Ford dealer can supply you with the correct actuator for
your year and model if you give a parts salesperson the vehicle identification number. Common
hand tools are all that is required to access and replace the failed actuator. Grasp the window
side edge of the upper inner door trim with your fingertips. Pull it straight back away from the
door to release the catches. Gently pry up on the narrow end of the armrest switch panel to
remove it from the armrest. Press the connector lock tab in and pull the connectors from the
switches. The switch panel is now completely free and can be removed from the door. Remove
the insulating sheet from the door. This is glued to the door and is removed by pulling gently on
the sheet to release the glue. Disconnect the three rods at the door latch. Rod 1 is easily
removed by inserting the blade of a screwdriver in the opening between the two lock tabs. This
will open the tabs enough to slide the rod out. The clamp on Rod 2 is hinged on one side,
simply open the other side to release the rod. The yellow clamp on rod 3 pushes off the rod, but
stays in the door latch. Unscrew the three Torx screws and remove the latch from the door.
Removal will require turning the latch slightly to clear the window channel. Lift the tab and
unplug the electrical connector from the actuator. Hold the latch firmly and pry up on the spring
tab, which holds the actuator to the latch. When the tab is sufficiently raised slide the actuator
toward you and off the latch. Slide the new actuator into position on the door latch. The spring
tab will lower and lock the actuator in position. Plug the connector back onto the actuator.
Install the three screws and tighten firmly. Replace the three rods; they will only reach the lock
they belong to. Lowell is a freelance writer who has been writing professionally since June ,
with articles appearing on various websites. A mechanic and truck driver for more than 40
years, Lowell is able to write knowledgeably on many automotive and mechanical subjects. He
is currently pursuing a degree in English. Step 1 Grasp the window side edge of the upper inner
door trim with your fingertips. Step 2 Gently pry up on the narrow end of the armrest switch
panel to remove it from the armrest. Step 3 Remove the hex head screw located behind the
switch panel. Step 4 Press the connector lock tab in and pull the connectors from the switches.
Step 5 Remove the door trim panel by sliding it straight up the door. Step 6 Remove the
insulating sheet from the door. Step 7 Disconnect the three rods at the door latch. Step 8
Unscrew the three Torx screws and remove the latch from the door. Step 9 Lift the tab and
unplug the electrical connector from the actuator. Step 10 Slide the new actuator into position
on the door latch. Step 11 Install the three screws and tighten firmly. Replace the door panel,
switch panel and upper trim. To avoid cracking the plastic, do not attempt to remove a plastic
door panel in extremely cold weather. It only takes a minute to sign up. I have a similar issue,
my ford escape hybrid driver side remains on cold and my passenger side climate control
works fine, no problems. I also notice that when I turn the knob on the driver side to heat, it
does display on my dash that its changing the temp because it will say 90 degrees but doesn't
change the temp. So I do believe its my driver side blend door actuator. Am I correct? That's
exactly what I'd say the issue is These motors can go bad without regard to your comfort. In
most cases the actuators are pretty easy to get to, though I don't know exactly where it's at with
your specific vehicle. You will most likely find it on the driver's side of the vehicle. Engineers
seem to place them where you can readily get to them. When you find it, you can try actuating it
with a 12v source to see if it's working or not. It should look something like this:. Sign up to join
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hands dirty! It shouldn't be too difficult to replace the actuator, just test the old one before you
purchase a new one to make sure you have the right one. Sign up or log in Sign up using
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feed. Does your car heater blow cold or the air conditioner blow hot? These are signs that a
blend door actuator has gone bad. With a little help from our team of ASE certified mechanics
and about a half hour of your time you can replace this part to get your climate control back
working again. Or you can see what you are paying for when taking your car in for repairs. A
blend door actuator is made up of an electric motor that turns a plastic gear set in one direction
or another which is connected to an air control door pivot at the final drive of the unit. An
actuator can go bad in of two ways; first the electric motor can burn out rendering the unit
non-responsive so nothing changes when the temperature or vent mode controls are moved.
Next, the plastic gear set will become brittle and break which will sometimes allow the unit to
work while making a ticking or clicking noise and then stop. This is a common problem in most
car's heater and air conditioner systems. An air blend door actuator is constructed from a
plastic housing, a small electric motor and a plastic gear set. A door position sensor is also
incorporate into the unit to send feed back information to the climate control computer. This
actuator then moves temperature and air direction doors inside the heater plenum box which
are designed to control mode settings such as temperature, floor, mid vent, defrost and fresh
air or re-circulation modes. They also control hot and cold settings for right and left passenger
compartments. Your car's climate control computer gives an electrical command to the actuator
to start moving the actuator motor to change air direction modes. This direction is according to
the temperature chosen by the driver or passenger on dual climate control systems. Most
systems have three to four of these units placed in various areas around the HVAC plenum that
control mode operation and will vary by the car make and model. You can get an OEM
replacement actuator from Amazon for what the garages pay for them in most cases. You will
need a tool set including an 5. Using a small socket and ratchet remove the mounting bolts that
hold the under dash plastic cover on the passenger side. These screws can be in obscure
places so look around for them. Once you have located and removed all of the mounting screws
grasp the cover and gently pull it from the underside of the dash. This will expose the heater
box with various controls including any wiring. Here is what it looks like when the glove box is
removed exposing the blend door actuator for replacement. Here is a typical right side
temperature actuator used for dual climate controls also temperature for signal mode units.
This actuator hangs below the box which is one of the easier units to replace. Begin by using a
small screwdriver to release the wiring safety clip on the harness for the actuator. These clips
can be brittle and break so be gentle. Once released gently pull down on the wiring connector
and remove it from the blend door actuator. Inspect the connector for rust or corrosion and
clean as needed. Locate and remove the actuator mounting screws. There should be two or
three screws holding it in place. A small universal might be needed to help remove the screws
in awkward places. Once removed place the screws into a small container so they don't get lost.
Once all of the mounting screws have been removed the actuator should become loose. Grasp
the actuator and pull it from its mount to remove. Before installing the new actuator it's a good
idea to manually turn the blend door in both directions to ensure it is not stuck which will cause
the new actuator to fail. Grasp the door pivot and move it back and forth to its full travel, it
should move freely. If you cannot move the blend door an obstruction has gotten in the way of
the door movement which will make the new actuator fail. These obstructions can include: pen,
tooth pick, small toy or bubble gum to name a few. If the door is stuck the heater plenum with
need to be removed and the problem resolved before installing the new unit. To test the blend
door operation and too double check that you are changing the correct actuator motor turn the
blower motor on and work the door in each way. You will be able to feel the air change
temperature or vent level. Compare the bad actuator to the new unit. Be sure to check the wiring
harness connector terminals they should match identically. Now the new part is ready to be
installed. Install the new part in place as you insert the mounting screws by hand. Be careful not
to cross thread the mounting screws because they thread into the plastic housing and can
easily strip, do not over tighten. Once all screws are in place firmly push the wiring harness
connector back into the actuator. You should hear a click signaling the correct installing of the

connector. After the installation is complete double check your work and reinstall the plastic
cover. This can take some jostling to get the bolts holes lined up so hang in there. Once the
cover is in place start the installation of the mounting screws by hand, once hand threaded
install the remainder of the screws. Do not tighten the first screw you have threaded in until all
of the screws because it will make the remainder of the screws harder to install. After cover has
been re-installed start the engine to test the repair job by turning the climate control on and
moving the controls from hot and cold and from defrost to the mid and floor positions to ensure
the new actuator is working as it should. Begin by identifying the problem either defrost, mid or
floor, or temperature modes not working. Then locate and identify the actuator to be replaced.
These units can be either hanging in front of you or in a little more obscure places such as on
the side the HVAC plenum. Sometimes they can be located in inconvenient places like the top of
the heater box. These repairs can take a little longer because more parts need to be removed to
gain access to the actuator. You can use a repair resource such as Mitchell1, a paper manual
found on Amazon or a resource like Google images to locate the particular area in which the
actuator needs to be replacement. If you have any questions about blend door actuators please
visit our forum. If you would like to ask our community of mechanics for advice please do so,
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