2006 town and country battery

Last Updated: September 6, References Approved. This article was co-authored by our trained
team of editors and researchers who validated it for accuracy and comprehensiveness. There
are 11 references cited in this article, which can be found at the bottom of the page. This article
has been viewed 1,, times. Learn more If your vehicle is drawing power from the battery and all
of the lights and other electrical components are off, you might have a parasitic battery drain or
draw. Luckily, you can usually find the cause of a parasitic draw yourself. Start by connecting a
digital multimeter to the negative battery terminal of your vehicle. Warning: Disconnect the
multimeter before you open the door to check the fuses under the dash. Disable the door switch
by clamping a piece of scrap wood over it so it remains depressed. Then, reconnect the
multimeter. If you need to find a parasitic battery drain, turn off all of the vehicle's electrical
components, engage the emergency brake, and remove the key from the ignition. Then, unbolt
the negative cable from the battery terminal with a wrench and attach a digital multimeter to the
negative battery cable and terminal. Once the multimeter is hooked up, locate the fuse box
under the hood and use a fuse puller to remove the fuses one at a time. After you pull a fuse,
check the multimeter to see if the reading changes. For tips on how to correct the problem once
you identify the parasitic draw, read on! Did this summary help you? Yes No. We've been
helping billions of people around the world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a
decade. Every dollar contributed enables us to keep providing high-quality how-to help to
people like you. Please consider supporting our work with a contribution to wikiHow. Log in
Social login does not work in incognito and private browsers. Please log in with your username
or email to continue. No account yet? Create an account. Edit this Article. We use cookies to
make wikiHow great. By using our site, you agree to our cookie policy. Cookie Settings. Learn
why people trust wikiHow. Download Article Explore this Article parts. Tips and Warnings.
Things You'll Need. Related Articles. Article Summary. Part 1 of All rights reserved. This image
may not be used by other entities without the express written consent of wikiHow, Inc. Unplug
all devices from your vehicle and make sure no electrical components are on. Engage the
emergency brake, turn your vehicle off, and remove the key from the ignition if you haven't
already. Then, close all of the doors and the trunk or back hatch so that none of the circuits are
activated. Charge your battery fully. In order to accurately detect the parasitic draw, you need to
begin with a fully-charged battery. You can check the power with a multimeter to ensure the
battery is fully charged. Remove the negative battery cable from the negative battery terminal.
Find the negative cable, which will be marked with a minus sign - and may have a black cover
over it. Remove the cover, if applicable, and use a wrench to unbolt the negative cable from the
terminal. Generally, a mm open-ended wrench is the tool you'll need to remove the cable. Set up
a digital multimeter. The multimeter has both a black wire and a red wire attached to it as well as
several different input slots. Connect the black wire to the "com" common ground input and
plug the red wire into the highest amp input usually 20A. Set the dial on the multimeter to
measure amps. Attach the multimeter to the negative battery cable and terminal. Place the red
lead through the metal circle at the end of the negative battery cable. Touch the black lead to
the negative battery terminal. Note that you have a parasitic draw if the reading is more than 50
milliamps. Part 2 of Pull out the fuses one at a time while watching the multimeter reading.
Locate the fuse box under the hood. Use a fuse puller to remove the fuses, starting with the
ones with the smallest amp ratings and working toward the ones with the highest amp ratings.
Stop when pulling a fuse makes the reading drop significantly. Removing a fuse may cause the
multimeter reading to drop a few milliamps, which is normal. You can also check the wiring
diagram for the particular circuit to help you narrow down the problem. Check each device or
component on that circuit. Replace the fuse and disconnect each lamp, heater, or electrical
device one at a time. Flip all of the switches that correspond to the components as well. Watch
for the reading on the multimeter to drop to find out which component is causing the drain.
Unplug the radio and see if the draw goes away. Repair the component causing the draw,
disconnect the multimeter, and reconnect the battery. If you can make the repair yourself, check
it by ensuring the reading on the multimeter is less than 50 milliamps. You may be able to
simply flip a switch into the "off" position to eliminate the draw, or you might be facing a more
complex problem, such as an issue with a wiring harness. Why is the ammeter connected
between the negative terminal and cable instead of the positive side? The ammeter can be
connected to either terminal with identical results with one exception: if you get against a metal
object while using a positive terminal, there is potential for a short circuit with a shower of
sparks. Use the negative terminal - that is safer. Not Helpful 9 Helpful If a new stereo was
installed and it wasn't done properly, can that drain the battery? Yes, if it was connected
straight to the battery rather than through the ignition. It should only draw a small amount for
the clock when the ignition is off. If you can use the radio with the ignition in the off position,
you have a problem. Not Helpful 6 Helpful Yes, it can. If checking for a drain, the alarm should

be the first thing to be disconnected to see if the drain stops. Not Helpful 16 Helpful I've pulled
every fuse from the box on my BMW and still got something draining my battery totally flat over
night? If I remove the negative on the battery over night the battery will hold it's charge. Are you
sure you checked every fuse? Most cars especially foreign and luxury cars have multiple fuse
boxes. Consult your owner's manual for locations. A Saab, for example, has a fuse box in the
engine compartment and under the dashboard inside the car. Not Helpful 35 Helpful Your car
computer, and possibly other components, will activate when the battery is connected. They
then go to sleep after a short time, just as they do when you turn off the ignition. A small spark
on the connection is normal. I have a Mercury Cougar XR7. I have a parasitic drain, and don't
have a multimeter. I used a test light to determine a short. I tried the fuse pull method, but it was
a bust. Any suggestions? Pull the negative off the battery. Put the test light between the post
and the ground wire. If the light illuminates, you have a draw. Use the fuse pull method to find
the draw; when the light goes out, you found the draw. Not Helpful 56 Helpful I have an 08 Ford
Ranger, bought a new battery a week ago. It worked just fine for a day or so, and battery dead
again. Took out multi meter field piece on the battery meter, set to DC auto, and I got Still won't
start! I jumped it with another car and it fires right up. Any ideas what is the problem? I'd try
checking your ground wire on your battery. Is it possible that a badly-worn ignition key can
cause a battery drain, e. Yes it can. Points inside the ignition lock housing can still be closing
the circuit, which in turn will leave current flowing, draining the battery. Not Helpful 26 Helpful I
have a Toyota mini-van with a Bruno scooter lift. If I don't drive the car, the battery dies. The
dealer has put in 4 new batteries so far. If I pull the fuse on the lift, the car works fine. What can I
do about this? Put a switch in between the circuit to completely kill the power. Then, when you
need to use the van, turn the switch on. Other than that, check your motor for the constant
draw. Not Helpful 2 Helpful In older vehicles running analog Onstar, the system will drain the
battery because it is constantly looking for a signal. Onstar no longer offers an analog signal,
only digital. Not Helpful 18 Helpful Unanswered Questions. What do you think would be draining
the battery on my Dodge Caravan? Can the HUM device cause my battery to keep going dead?
My X Type Jaguar is draining my battery overnight. I shut down the car and then put a test light
from the battery negative to the fuses. When I do this, about 8 fuses light up. What is causing
this? I have a parasitic draw on my Dodge Can having the fuel pump replaced cause this? I
couldn't start my battery, or jumpstart it, so I had to slow charge it. Would a second battery
help? Include your email address to get a message when this question is answered. By using
this service, some information may be shared with YouTube. Don't forget to check inside the
cigarette lighter and power sockets. Leaving a phone charger plugged in for a long time can
cause a parasitic draw. Also, sometimes coins can fall in the sockets and cause shorts. Helpful
2 Not Helpful 0. Anything over 50 milliamps would require further investigation into the exact
device which is drawing power. Helpful 2 Not Helpful 1. Exercise caution when working with
your car's electrical system. Protect your eyes and skin with goggles and gloves. Helpful 1 Not
Helpful 0. Connect the multimeter to the negative battery terminal, rather than the positive one,
to prevent electrical shorts. Related wikiHows How to. How to. More References 2. About This
Article. Co-authored by:. Co-authors: Updated: September 6, Categories: Car Batteries and
Ignitions. Article Summary X If you need to find a parasitic battery drain, turn off all of the
vehicle's electrical components, engage the emergency brake, and remove the key from the
ignition. Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read 1,, times. Reader Success
Stories J. Dochstader Oct 28, Hanz M. Sep 7, Graham Hadley Nov 24, Battery was only a year
old, but this confirmed the culprit was not any drain on the battery while the car was parked.
Also, the reminder about switching the plugs to 10A or 20A to keep from frying your multimeter
was much appreciated. Rated this article:. Jul 18, Followed directions and used volt meter on
DC amps to find 2. Pulled fuse and amps dropped to. Fault inside of radio. Fixed issue, all good
now! Anitra Disisto Jul 20, He said they were doing a draw test and it could take a while to
complete. Your article explained what a draw test was and why it is so time consuming. Linda
Hurst Mar 3, This was so insightful: it may be my alarm system, and leaving the car unlocked
may just keep me from another huge bill. William Carlson Apr 27, Mine is about mA, so
something's wrong somewhere. Also like the idea to check alternator for bad diode conducting
current. Monica S. Jul 25, Good detailed explanation for each step - perfect for someone with
very little car maintenance knowledge like me. Bookmarked this page! Mark Morta Mar 6, The
advice I received is excellent. Ojwando Kefa Ouma Jun 11, So simply relayed and explained that
a layperson would understand and replicate the directions without difficulty. Luis M. Step by
step illustrations. Easier than a long winded YouTube video. Set me on the right path to find my
draw. Yvette Battick Nov 6, Perfect grandmother not mechanically-inclined like myself. Thank
you. Frank Leighton May 27, I will now go and put it into practice. Thank you so much. Neil
Jaeger Apr 4, Thanks, you guys are pros. Vinod Babla Jul 24, Rudi Hedrich Jun 3, Best resource

I found. A very helpful article. Gerald Smith Sep 22, Everette Watts Jun 17, Joe Baker Mar 9,
Vinny Vladi Apr 14, Susan Rix Jun 21, Jim Kleyh Aug 17, Jul 5, More reader stories Hide reader
stories. Did this article help you? Cookies make wikiHow better. By continuing to use our site,
you agree to our cookie policy. Share yours! More success stories Hide success stories.
Related Articles How to. By signing up you are agreeing to receive emails according to our
privacy policy. Follow Us. Get all the best how-tos! X Help us do more We've been helping
billions of people around the world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade.
Let's do this! When an indicator is illuminated on the vehicle's instrument cluster, an error code
has been sent to the onboard diagnostics, or OBD, computer from a sensor. Error codes are
used to diagnose problems with the Chrysler. You can reset error codes using an OBD scan
tool. This small computerized device can be bought online or from any auto parts retailer. Make
sure you reset the computer only after you have finished repairing or servicing the car or you
may risk damaging the computer. Locate the OBD port, which is the same size and shape as the
scan tool's connective end; the port can be found on the underside of the driver's-side dash
next to the steering column. Plug the scan tool into the port. Put the key into the ignition and
turn it to the "On" position, taking care not to start the engine. This will power on most scan
tools; if it doesn't, locate the on-off switch on the tool and turn it on. Wait for the scan tool to
retrieve the codes. Locate the "Delete Codes" or "Erase Codes" command and select it. Wait for
the tool to erase all codes. Unplug the scan tool and start the engine. Check to make sure all
lights have turned off on the instrument panel. Katie B. Marsh is a self-published author, article
writer, screenwriter, and inventor. After graduating from South Coast College of Court
Reporting, she worked as a congressional and freelance court reporter for eight years. She
began her writing career in Her content may be found on amazon. She completed her first
screenplay in October Step 1 Locate the OBD port, which is the same size and shape as the
scan tool's connective end; the port can be found on the underside of the driver's-side dash
next to the steering column. Step 2 Plug the scan tool into the port. Step 3 Wait for the scan tool
to retrieve the codes. Many auto parts stores loan out scan tools so that customers can read
and erase error codes. There are other situations as well. There are also specific battery post
cleaners that you can buy. They are usually less than 10 bucks at the local parts store or
Wal-Mart. You can take it up to the local parts store and have it tested. Most parts stores can
test an alternator for you. If it is you should see the battery or alternator light on, it indicates
that the alternator is not creating the necessary voltage to charge the battery. It could be a bad
battery, or more likely a bad battery cable too. Good luck running down what is causing your
battery to drain in your Chrysler Town and Country. If there is anything you would like to add,
please feel free to leave a comment below. If this is the case, the first thing that you are going to
want to look at is all of the lights. If your Town and Country is equipped with a glove
compartment light, check and see if it is turning off. Maybe one of the map lights is on? How
about all of the accessory plugs? Is something plugged into one of them and drawing power?
Any aftermarket accessories? If not, it may be that there is an electrical problem. Honda City
helped make these videos. The video above shows you how to replace the battery in your
Chrysler Town and Country. We recommend changing the battery in Chryslers every 4 years.
Although some batteries last much longer, most batteries begin breaking down chemically after
four years, so you could experience dimmer headlights and other negative effects before you
have a dead battery in your Town and Country that you need to replace. Replacing the battery in
your Town and Country involves removing the terminals. When you reconnect the terminals,
your radio presets are likely to be cleared out. In some Town and Countrys, you may need to
re-enter a security code to get your radio to work again. Check for this code in your owners
manual - it will usually be either a sticker or small card in the booklet. If you can't find it, call
Chrysler and they will give you the code for free. In many Chryslers, the transmission "learns"
how you drive over time and makes adjustments, so you may experience altered driving
dynamics as your car re-learns your driving style after changing the battery. Hans Angermeier
has produced over , videos showing drivers how to fix things on their cars. He has broad
expertise on basic repair procedures covering the majority of cars on the road. Car companies
often use the same engines in different cars. They also slightly alter the styling and sell the
same car by two different names amongst other tricks to help offset development costs. Our
system selects the most applicable video for your car based, in part, on these characteristics.
The video displayed may not look exactly like your car, but may be relevant enough for you to
get a good idea how to do it. Getting Started - Prepare for the repair. Share on. Full list of part
and tools. Author Hans Angermeier has produced over , videos showing drivers how to fix
things on their cars. Change a burnt out headlight. Avoid tickets and accidents with both
working headlights! New bulbs are much brighter too. Check your brake fluid. Checking your
brake fluid from time to time is a great way to ensure safe stopping. Seal minor power steering

fluid leaks. See how to seal up minor power steering fluid leaks. Change your cabin air filter!
Dirty cabin air filter cause undue wear on your car's heater and AC and can cause bad odors.
See all videos for the Chrysler Town and Country. We have a massive and growing video library,
but we don't have everything The Chrysler Town and Country minivan has been manufactured
since and finished production with the 5th generation. The Chrysler Town and Country
dashboard warning lights detailed below cover the 4th generation Mk 4, and the final 5th
generation Mk 5, Dashboard instrument cluster layout and warning light location vary
depending on the year of manufacture and model of your Town and Country minivan. If the
airbag warning light fails to come on at all, stays on or comes on when driving, there's a fault
with the system. A warning chime may also be heard depending on your model of Town and
Country. Airbags deploy in the event of an accident along with seat belt pretensioners that are
designed to remove the slack from the seat belt in the event of a collision. Both these systems
may fail to operate. Seek assistance from a Chrysler workshop as soon as possible. If fluid
levels are low, top up with fluid. Ensure you clean the top of the reservoir tank before removing
the cap to avoid contamination. If the light still remains on after the parking brake is fully
disengaged and the brake fluid level is at the full mark, there may be a problem with the
hydraulic brake system or brake booster. The brake booster system helps to increase brake
pressure when the driver presses the brake pedal. If it's a fault with the brake booster system,
the ABS system will continue to run during normal braking and a pulsating sensation will be
noticed while braking. Have system checked by a Chrysler workshop immediately. Flashing
brake warning light If the brake warning light flashes, check the the brake fluid levels. The
warning light may temporarily flashes when traveling round sharp corners. This is due to fluid
levels changing whilst cornering. Essentially, ABS is an extension of normal brakes that
prevents wheels from locking up during hard braking. If the ABS light stays on or comes on
when driving, the anti-lock portion of the brake system is not functioning and the system
requires a service. However, conventional braking will operate as normal providing the brake
warning light is not on. If the ABS warning light stays on, have the system serviced by a
Chrysler workshop as soon as possible to restore this safety feature. EBD varies the amount of
brake force per individual wheel and applied greater brake force to wheels that require it. The
system helps to increase vehicle stopping ability. If both these warning lights come on together,
have your vehicle repaired as soon as possible as braking ability will be reduced. Battery The
Chrysler Town and Country battery warning light comes on initially with the ignition switched
on to show the status of the charging system. If the battery warning light stays on or comes on
when driving, it means there's a fault with the charging system and the battery is not being
charged. When the battery becomes exhausted of charge, the engine may stop. Immediately
turn off any nonessential electrical devices to conserve battery charge. It's advised to make
your way immediately to a vehicle repair workshop. Coolant The Chrysler Town and Country
engine coolant warning light warns of an overheated engine condition. If while driving the light
turns on, safely pull off the road and stop the vehicle. If the air conditioning system is on,
switch it off, shift the transmission into neutral and leave the engine idling. Turning the heating
up to maximum will help to remove heat from the engine. If the warning light remains on, switch
off the engine. Allow several minutes for the engine to cool and check coolant levels. If levels
are low, top up the coolant reservoir tank. Although using tap water isn't recommended, it can
be used in an emergency situation. If a problem is detected while the engine is running, the light
will either stay on or flash depending on the fault. Vehicle is usually drivable with the ETC light
on. Stop the vehicle and place the transmission into 'Park' and restart the engine. Flashing ETC
light If your Chrysler Town and Country electronic throttle control light is flashing, the engine
may enter reduced power mode. This is a software override safety feature that helps to prevent
damage. Other symptoms may involve rough idling or higher engine revolutions. In certain
situations, the engine may stall and the vehicle requires towing. If the ETC warning light flashes,
have the vehicle serviced immediately. Fault codes will require reading by diagnostic
equipment. Pressure within the engine is required to allow oil to circulate and sufficiently
lubricate internal components. Low oil pressure prevents this and can result in significant
engine damage. If the low oil pressure warning light comes on along with a warning chime, pull
off the road and switch off the engine as soon as possible. Note This warning light is not a
reference to low engine oil levels. Do not operate the engine and call a Chrysler workshop for
assistance. Security The Chrysler Town and Country vehicle security light red dot will flash at a
fast rate for approximately 15 seconds when the vehicle security alarm is arming, and then will
flash slowly until the vehicle is disarmed. Unable to start the vehicle If you are unable to start
the van and the security light remains on. Connections can become loose, require fixing or
replacing the module. Try a spare key. Transmission The red cog and thermometer symbol is
the Chrysler Town and Country transmission temperature warning light. It means the

transmission is overheating. Warning Continuous driving with the transmission temperature
warning light on will result in severe transmission damage or total failure. Continuous driving
can also result in engine fire. What to do If the warning light comes on when driving, safely pull
off the road, shift the transmission into neutral and allow the engine to run at idle until the
warning light goes out. The warning light may go out after an engine restart and ESC system
reset. A clicking or buzzing sound may be noticed. This is normal and will stop when ESC is
automatically deactivated. Note ESC which includes traction control can be manually switched
off. This is only beneficial if the vehicle is stuck in mud, snow etc. ESC is switched on by default
at each engine start. The system is designed to monitor the engine, exhaust emissions and the
automatic transmission. The check engine warning light is a generic symbol that has many
potential faults associated with it. The only way to locate a fault is to have diagnostic equipment
hooked up to the vehicle which should display fault codes. The check engine light may either
come on constantly or flash. Avoid high speed, high engine loads and have the vehicle serviced
as soon as possible. This is often an indication of engine misfire that means unburnt fuel can
enter the system causing extreme heat in the catalytic converter. Symptoms can include
warning lights, reduced engine power and rough sounding engine. Immediately reduce speed
and avoid high engine loads. If the light remains on, have the engine checked immediately by a
qualified workshop. Tire Pressure The Chrysler Town and Country tire pressure warning light
will illuminate on the dashboard along with an audible chime to alert you that one or more tires
have lost pressure over the set values. If this warning light comes on, stop as soon as possible
to inflate or change tires. Driving with under-inflated tires increases the risk of a blow-out,
increases tire wear and increases fuel usage. Poor vehicle handling may also occur. Inflating
tires The recommended tire pressures are found on the placard inside the driver's door. This is
based on cold tires. If inflating warm tires, the pressure may need to be increased up to an
additional 4 psi 30 kPa above the recommended cold placard pressure in order to turn the Tire
Pressure Monitoring System TPMS light off. TPMS fault If there's a fault with the system, the
warning light will flash for approximately one minute then remain on. A warning chime may also
alert you. In this state, the TPMS may not worn of under-inflated tyres. The system will be
restored when the vehicle is removed from the area. I have chrysler and cannot find the warning
light codes. This is a problem for me and feel like never purchasing a chrysler again. We have a
warning signal which looks like the back hatch is opened with a bolt type screw aiming to go in.
In backing up there is a slight scraping sound â€” does this mean that something is loose. This
warning picture is not in the manual â€” so can you help us. Instead a large number 5 or a
smaller 5 under a speedometer. What do these error signs mean. Road conditions were semi icy
and melting. We drove the vehickle with out cruise control on iff radial picture showing. Cruise
control was not available. Necessary cookies are absolutely essential for the website to function
properly. This category only includes cookies that ensures basic functionalities and security
features of the website. These cookies do not store any personal information. Any cookies that
may not be particularly necessary for the website to function and is used specifically to collect
user personal data via analytics, ads, other embedded contents are termed as non-necessary
cookies. It is mandatory to procure user consent prior to running these cookies on your
website. Leave a Reply Cancel reply Your email address will not be published. This website
uses cookies to improve your experience. We'll assume you're ok with this, but you can opt-out
if you wish. Accept Read More. Close Privacy Overview This website uses cookies to improve
your experience while you navigate through the website. Out of these, the cookies that are
categorized as necessary are stored on your browser as they are essential for the working of
basic functionalities of the website. We also use third-party cookies that help us analyze and
understand how you use this website. These cookies will be stored in your browser only with
your consent. You also have the option to opt-out of these cookies. But opting out of some of
these cookies may affect your browsing experience. Necessary Necessary. Non-necessary
Non-necessary. The Chrysler Town and Country airbag warning light illuminates initially when
the ignition is turned on for around 4 to 8 seconds. The Chrysler Town and Country battery w
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arning light comes on initially with the ignition switched on to show the status of the charging
system. The Chrysler Town and Country engine coolant warning light warns of an overheated
engine condition. Oil Pressure. The Chrysler Town and Country oil warning light indicates low
oil pressure. The Chrysler Town and Country vehicle security light red dot will flash at a fast
rate for approximately 15 seconds when the vehicle security alarm is arming, and then will flash
slowly until the vehicle is disarmed. The red cog and thermometer symbol is the Chrysler Town

and Country transmission temperature warning light. The ESC, or Electronic Stability Control
system is a safety driving aid that increases vehicle stability when traveling round corners and
when accelerating. Check Engine. Tire Pressure. The Chrysler Town and Country tire pressure
warning light will illuminate on the dashboard along with an audible chime to alert you that one
or more tires have lost pressure over the set values.

