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The Mitsubishi Galant VR-4 Viscous realtime 4wd was the range-topping version of Mitsubishi
Motors ' Galant model, available in the sixth â€”92 , seventh â€”96 and eighth â€” generations
of the vehicle. Originally introduced to comply with the new Group A regulations of the World
Rally Championship , it was soon superseded as Mitsubishi's competition vehicle by the Lancer
Evolution , and subsequently developed into a high-performance showcase of the company's
technology. Throughout the s and s, Mitsubishi Motors Corporation MMC sought to improve its
image through the established path of participation in motorsport. However, the class was
outlawed following several fatal accidents in and '86, and Mitsubishi was forced to reassess its
approach. It instead homologated the recently introduced sixth generation of its Galant sedan
for the Group A class, using the mechanical underpinnings from its aborted Starion prototype.
However, Mitsubishi â€” and their competitors â€” realised that the WRC cars of the '80s were
simply too big and ungainly for the tight, winding roads of rally stages. Group A regulations
dictated a turbocharged engine of 2. In order to satisfy the mandatory minimum sales
requirements of 5, units, Mitsubishi made it available in North America, New Zealand, Australia,
Japan, and other Asian Pacific Rim territories, with 2, reaching the United States in , and units
imported in A liftback version was also produced, known as the Eterna ZR This had some minor
cosmetic differences, but mechanically was the same as the VR-4 sedan. Mitsubishi developed
its first high performance four-wheel drive vehicle in , when it equipped the Galant VR-4 with
"Dynamic Four" Mitsubishi AWC , which featured a center differential -type full-time four-wheel
drive system this system incorporated a viscous coupling unit , a four wheel steering system,
four-wheel independent suspension , and a four-wheel ABS the first total integration of these
systems in the world that were highly advanced at the time. For , the emergence of the
homologated Lancer Evolution meant that the top-spec Galant VR-4 was no longer constrained
by sporting regulations. The new generation thus became a less overtly competition oriented
vehicle. The existing, proven 4WD transmission was carried over, in keeping with Mitsubishi's
reputation for performance-enhancing technology, but the old inline-four was superseded by a
smoother twin-turbo 2. The engine capacity was enlarged substantially to 2. This complex rear
diff was first seen on the Lancer Evo IV , and used an array of sensors to detect and quell
oversteer , giving the ultimate VR-4 great agility for a vehicle of its size and weight. A Super
VR-4 variant was sold on both the Galant sedan and the Legnum wagon, with only cosmetic
changes such as Recaro front seats and Momo steering wheel. With the eighth generation of the
Galant, Mitsubishi introduced a station wagon known in many markets as the Legnum to
replace the old 5-door hatchback , and the VR-4 was now available in both body styles. North
America and Europe were again denied this model, but the burgeoning grey import trade meant
that it developed a cult following in several overseas territories, especially the United Kingdom
and New Zealand. This model also sold in Hong Kong by grey import and official dealer. In
MMC's motorsport partner Ralliart was contracted to type-approve Galants and Lancers for UK
sales, and VR-4s were officially imported before production finally ceased two years later due to
expensive build costs and no market interest. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Motor
vehicle. Automobile Catalog. Retrieved Mitsubishi Motors vehicles. A shareholding of Nissan.
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Toyota Supra. The Mitsubishi Galant is an automobile which was produced by Japanese
manufacturer Mitsubishi from to The model name was derived from the French word galant ,
meaning "chivalrous". The first generation of the car, initially known as the Colt Galant, was
released in December at a new Mitsubishi Japanese dealership called Galant Shop. The design
was dubbed "Dynawedge" by Mitsubishi, referring to the influence of aerodynamics on the
silhouette. The hardtop was Mitsubishi's first production passenger car with full side windows
and no side pillars. It became Mitsubishi's first car to be sold in the United States in when the
Chrysler Corporation , the company's new partner and stakeholder, began importing the car as
the Dodge Colt. The car had already been rallied there, in and forms, and only the Hardtop GS
version was sold to capitalize on the car's sporty image. Fashioned after contemporary
American muscle cars , the hardtop GTO was available with a choice of two "Saturn" engines
and the 2-litre Astron 80 , and was available until Powered by the 4G41 1. Although the earlier
Colt had been imported in limited numbers, this generation, in 1. Introduced on 24 May on sale 1
June in the Japanese domestic market, the second generation Galant was more widely exported
as Mitsubishi's ambitions grew. Transmissions were now all floor mounted and include a
four-speed manual and a five-speed unit for sportier models. A three-speed automatic
transmission was also available. The smaller engine was also available in the cleaner " MCA-II "
version right from , a model which met Japan's emissions standards. During the second
generation, the first Astron 80 engines were introduced in some markets using Mitsubishi's
newly developed "Silent Shaft" balance shaft technology for reduced vibration and noise. It had
vestigial wood panelling, featuring a narrow strip on the tailgate only. The sedan was not
offered as Todd was planning to assemble the larger Galant Sigma sedan and wagon range
from late and they were still importing the British Avenger and Hunter models. Aside from the
new body, with wider wheels and improved handling, it also benefitted from a new five-speed
gearbox. The also became available in less sporty GL trim, and a set of four-door models
complemented the earlier hardtop. This new range signalled a move away from British and
Australian sourced Chrysler products, with the four-door replacing the locally built Chrysler
Vogue. Mitsubishi production was continued by the new Sigma Motor Corporation. In many
export markets the car was simply known as the Galant. In Australia, where the car was made
locally at Chrysler's Clovelly Park plant, it was marketed as the Chrysler Sigma and, after the
buyout of Chrysler Australia by Mitsubishi, as the Mitsubishi Sigma. Australian content was
quite high and included a locally-made 2. The wagon version was introduced in , a little while
after the sedans. This incorporated the "Jet Valve", a secondary intake valve which improved
emissions without necessitating the need for a completely redesigned cylinder head. In ,
Mitsubishi in Japan established a dedicated dealership sales channel called Japanese : Galant
Restaurant to sell the Galant and other selected vehicles. After late the variant was
discontinued, as Mitsubishi focussed their efforts on making the and the engines pass the new,
stricter emissions standards. This model has single rectangular headlights and different
taillights. Seven months later the twin round headlights front design was replaced with one
featuring twin square headlights and also new taillights. Models with engines which passed the
new standards changed from the A to the A range. Mitsubishi had limited resources, and the
large choice of engines for the Galant lineup was reduced to one 1. Todd Motors initially
assembled 1. These were the first NZ-assembled Mitsubishis to have rear screen demisters as
standard. Early cars had conventional rod-suspended headliners developed locally to meet
local content rules but these were notorious for collapsing on to the passengers' heads and
were quickly replaced by newly developed, glued-in moulded foam liners. The range was later
revised to add the wagon and drop the 1. Originally sold with the 1. Mid was also when the
facelifted square headlights model appeared in South Africa, with new "low-inertia" engines.
Power output for the 2. The car was sold as the Mitsubishi Galant in most export markets,
although in both Australia and New Zealand it was known as the Mitsubishi Sigma. Additional
emphasis was given to ergonomics , aerodynamics , and safety. Shoulder room, leg room, and
head space were all increased, and the trunk was slightly enlarged for more luggage capacity.
The interior was made quieter with additional carpeting and other acoustic dampening materials

and a double-thickness front bulkhead. The wagon version was also changed, although from
the firewall back the vehicle remained the same as the previous version. A new electronic fuel
injection system was introduced on some versions of the gasoline Astron engine. For economy,
an 'Astron' 4D55 , the first turbodiesel engine in a Japanese passenger car, was also offered.
Unusually, the fourth Galant was never offered with a naturally aspirated diesel engine. The 2.
For the second generation in a row Mitsubishi could claim to be building an award-winning car,
as this was chosen as Car of the Year in New Zealand in The cars sold there were again locally
assembled with 1. As elsewhere, the wagon versions carried over the old body style with a new
nose and interior. Production of the wagon version continued in Australia until when it was
replaced by the new Magna. From to , some of the Australian Sigmas, which had the
carried-over 2. However the car was unsuccessful, and for and it carried Mitsubishi Sigma
badges in the UK before imports were finally discontinued. A fifth-generation model shifted to
front-wheel drive in August as a four-door sedan and four-door hardtop with different styling.
The design continued the direction started with the Tredia , albeit with more harmonious
proportions. All new chassis numbers, from E11A to E19A, marked the change. Thanks to the
more compact drivetrain, however, passenger space increased noticeably and the boot grew
from to litres 9. Super Shift was no longer offered with the introduction of the five-speed manual
transmission. Exports began about a year after introduction. European and rest-of-the-world
trim levels were often engine-specific, depending on the market: At the time of introduction, GL
and GLX models were offered with either 1. The TD and the Turbo both received standard power
steering. This engine switched between using two and three valves per cylinder to combine
high top-end power with low-end drivability as well being economical in operation. Sales in the
United States began with the model year; this was the first time that the Galant was sold
stateside since the station wagon was marketed as a Dodge Colt a few years earlier. This
generation was largely replaced in by the sixth generation Galant see below. In addition, the
taxi-spec sedan fitted with a 1. The modification included three-point belts in the rear seat, a
high-mounted brake light, adjusted gearing, a flattened rear seat squab, larger radiator, and a
larger washer fluid tank, amongst other detail improvements. A five-speed manual, or three- or
four-speed automatics were on offer. Target production was around 1, units per year. The
fifth-generation Galant was introduced to the New Zealand market in mid, as the Mitsubishi
Sigma. The top SE versions notably featured 'Sigma' branded alloy wheels, digital
instrumentation, climate controlled air conditioning, cruise control, speed-dependent
intermittent wipers and a salmon-brown coloured interior treatment, the treatment changing
deep red colour as a running change in on this model. Further running changes concerned the
rear styling. For the initial production run the rear numberplate was located above the bumper,
however for and the plate was relocated to below the bumper, in the manner of the Japanese
domestic market Galant models. New taillights were fitted for , the rear numberplate reverting to
its original place above the bumper. Although the sixth generation Galant was introduced for ,
the older fifth generation bodyshell stayed in production alongside it. While the rear styling of
the previous Sigma model was retained, the frontal treatment was changed to now feature a
more formal, upright chrome grille the bonnet and grille were from the top-of the-line Sigma SE ,
and uprated suspension. The V was available in basic Executive, mid-range Super Saloon, and
top-of-the-range SEi trim levels, the latter with luxury trim and digital dashboard. Later a sports
version Elante was introduced, based on the Executive. The V6 engine combined with relatively
low weight and gearing ensured excellent performance, New Zealand's traffic patrol selected
them as patrol cars to replace the turbocharged Sigma GSR. These police cars had the Elante
suspension pack, which was an option on other models. For , the V was further updated and
now featured the front styling of the Eterna hardtop. New Zealand was the only market where
this restyling was applied to the fifth generation four-door sedan bodyshell. Assembly of this
model continued until , when it was replaced by the second-generation Australian Mitsubishi
Magna TR V6 range, which continued to be known as Mitsubishi V for the New Zealand market.
The hardtop sedan bodywork was used in export markets as well, where it received a
six-window design unlike for its Japanese market counterparts. In the domestic Japanese
market the hardtops received 2. For the top-of-the-line VR models, an intercooled turbo-charged
4G63T "Sirius Dash 3x2" engine that automatically switched between two and three valves per
cylinder depending upon throttle response and therefore allowing both economy and
performance, was fitted, along with self-levelling suspension , climate-controlled
air-conditioning, blue velour interior, steering wheel-controlled audio functions, and inch alloy
wheels. From , the powerplant was renamed "Cyclone Dash 3x2". It also continued on sale in
Japan, but only as the Eterna Sigma after a facelift in May In Japan the hardtop was available
with a 1. In the same platform was used for a sixth-generation model which adopted taller,
rounded styling. Mitsubishi developed Dynamic ECS adaptive air suspension , [41] the world's

first production semi-active electronically controlled suspension system in passenger cars; the
system was first incorporated in the Galant model. The Galant range underwent a minor facelift
in , with new grilles and other modifications. Also in , Mitsubishi Motors Company completed a
new assembly facility at Barcelona, Venezuela , with the Galant being one of the first models
produced. The Sigma designation disappeared with the model. A new hardtop liftback model
was added in , called the Japanese : Mitsubishi Eterna. In most of the world, the sixth
generation Galant was replaced towards the end of , but North American sales only ended in ,
when the next generation Galant arrived there. The AMG appearance treatment was also
achieved on the Debonair for The sixth generation was also the first to see the introduction of
the VR-4 variant, which was the basis for Mitsubishi's participation in the â€” World Rally
Championships. The Galant's 4G63 two-litre DOHC turbocharged engine and 4WD transmission
was later adopted for the Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution with little modification and would remain
in production for fifteen years. Starting in , the Mitsubishi Galant V-series were produced for the
Japanese market as a sporty alternative to the regular Galant range. The V-series featured the
VR-4 interior, exterior design and updated bumpers without side skirts , clear indicator lens
covers, optional two-tone body paint, as well as standard air conditioning, full electrics, rear
windscreen wiper, spoiler and alloy wheels. Fans sometimes call this car the "Evo Zero" but this
was never more than a nickname as the Evolution series is Lancer-based. A new Galant debuted
in September at the Tokyo Motor Show model year in the US , originally only available as a
four-door sedan which was the only model to be sold in the US. A five-door liftback derivative
made its world premiere at the February Dutch Motor Show. The width dimensions of the model
sold in Japan no longer complied with Japanese Government dimension regulations , and
buyers were now liable for additional taxes, which affected sales. This generation marked a
substantial change in suspension design. The front switched from struts to a multi-link
structure featuring two lower arms and one upper arm. The rear switched from a beam axle to a
newly designed multi-link system. This was the world's first 4-wheel multi-link suspension in an
FF car. Both designs would carry over to the second generation Mitsubishi Eclipse and its sister
vehicles. For , the emergence of the homologated Lancer Evolution meant that the top-spec
Galant VR-4 was no longer constrained by sporting regulations. The new generation thus
became a less overtly competition oriented vehicle. The existing, proven 4WD transmission was
carried over, in keeping with Mitsubishi's reputation for performance-enhancing technology, but
the old inline-four was superseded by a smoother twin-turbo 2. Production in the United States
began on 24 May when the first seventh generation Galant rolled off the assembly line in
Normal, Illinois. Body styles were four-door sedan and five-door hatchback. Rear differential
was not available with limited-slip. The eighth-generation model continued the 's design themes
but a five-door station wagon known in Japan as the Mitsubishi Legnum was added while the
five-door liftback was dropped. This model won the â€”97 Car of the Year Japan award for the
second time. Despite being superseded in the US and Europe from , it remained on sale in other
countries until In Japan, the Legnum was sold only at a specific retail chain called " Car Plaza ",
while the Galant remained exclusive to Galant Shop locations. The name "Legnum" derives
from the Latin word regnum , meaning regal power or rank. This model was also produced in
Barcelona, Venezuela , at the only Mitsubishi plant in Latin America. Although the equipment
options were limited, the VR-4 appearance package was offered in that market. The front
suspension design switched from multi-link to struts, though the rear was upgraded with a
stabilizer bar standard on all but the base DE model. Another difference between Asian and
European models was the lack of ABS , which was only installed on 3. Mitsubishi opted to
further develop the technology in its range-topping VR-4 , which was now powered by an
enlarged 2. Some models were also fitted with the same advanced active yaw control AYC as
the Lancer Evolution , to give it greater agility than would be expected of such a large vehicle.
Finally, as with the rest of the range, the VR-4 could now be had either as a Galant sedan or as a
Legnum station wagon. In some Asian markets Mitsubishi offered a 2. The larger 2. In the
company introduced the Mitsubishi Aspire. Externally identical to the regular Galant, the new
model name denoted the newly introduced gasoline direct injection GDI engines. National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration crash test ratings for Galant without side airbags: [48].
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration crash test ratings for â€” Galant with side
airbags: [48]. Russia began sourcing its Galants from the United States from The Arabian
markets began sourcing their Galants from the United States from the model year. The Galant
had also been available in Canada and Mexico until the and model years, respectively. A size
increase resulted in slightly more interior space and a weight gain of several hundred pounds.
The four-cylinder engine, while still 2. Likewise, the V6 jumped from a 3. All North American
Galants gained all-wheel disc brakes but lost their rear stabilizer bar. For , the trimming of
models left the Ralliart as the only V6 model, and the Galant skips the model year in Canada,

only to return in with the facelifted model. This iteration of the Mitsubishi Galant only went on
sale in the Middle East region for the model year, with a 2. Osamu Masuko , the CEO of
Mitsubishi Motors, indicated that the ninth generation of the Galant would be the last to be
manufactured in North America, to be replaced on the MMNA production line in Illinois by
smaller vehicles which are more likely to appeal to export markets. The Mitsubishi Concept-ZT
that was unveiled in was initially expected to become the tenth generation Galant but this never
materialized. A four-cylinder Sport Edition was added for the model year. Galant Sport models
include new standard factory value packages as standard. Sportronic automatic transmission is
standard in all models, with a four-speed for four-cylinder engines and a five-speed for V6
engines. Mitsubishi also assembles and markets a Taiwan made version of the ninth-generation
Galant. Taiwan was one of the first regions outside the Americas to market the ninth generation
vehicle, when the Galant Grunder was launched in December with a unique front end. This
facelifted model is also sold in the Philippines as the Galant M using the 2. Models in China
receive a 2. From to , a localized version called the Mitsubishi was manufactured in Australia for
the Australian and New Zealand markets. No four cylinder engines were offered, the being
available only with the 3. This replaced the long-lived Magna line, and it was the last Mitsubishi
car produced in Australia. With the exception of the Lancer Evolution X, the Lancer is marketed
as the Galant Fortis Latin for strong, brave and resolute in the Japanese domestic market. The
Galant's production ceased at the end of August due to poor sales, because of comparing to the
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