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Dan Ferrell writes about do-it-yourself car maintenance and repair. He has certifications in
automation and control technology. Photo courtesy of Scheinwerfermann on Wikipedia. Turn
signal problems and diagnosis can get confusing, especially when a system shares wires and
connections with the parking, warning, and braking light systems. Most common problem
sources include bulbs, wires, connectors, fuses, flasher units, and switches. So the average car
owner can troubleshoot these faults with the use of a test light and, sometimes, a digital
multimeter DMM. When dealing with any vehicle electrical circuit fault, it's a good idea to have
the repair manual for the particular vehicle make and model you'll be working on. It helps you
identify not only wires and components and their related connections, but how to access,
troubleshoot and replace components, as necessary. Furthermore, sometimes it is necessary to
access the turn signal switch. You'll have to remove covers and, possibly, the steering wheel. If
your vehicle has airbags, it is necessary to disable the passive restraint system airbags before
working around the switch to prevent accidentally hitting an inertia sensor that may activate the
airbags. Always follow the instructions and warnings in the repair manual for your particular
model to prevent an accident. Haynes manuals are popular and practical maintenance and
troubleshooting guides. Get the one for your car make and model. To make troubleshooting
easier, this guide is divided into the most common types of turn signal system failures,
troubleshooting procedures, and tips to guide you toward the potential fault much faster. Just
look for the section heading that describes your particular problem. Check all turn lights when
troubleshooting the turn signals. Photo courtesy of Leotard on Wikimedia. This is one of the
most common faults in turn signal systems. Here are some steps you can take to troubleshoot
the problem:. Photo courtesy of MattiPaavola on Wikipedia. You can repeat the previous test.
But this time install the light bulb to the socket and back probe the connections at the harness
connector while operating the turn signal. This way you can also test the connector for a false
or damaged connection. Photo courtesy of Ildar Sagdejev on Wikimedia. This is a variation of
the previous problems. This time, though, the left or right side of the signals doesn't work. You
may see the dash indicator lamps illuminating brightly, but the turn lights won't flash. You may
be dealing with bad bulbs, a bad flasher relay, a faulty turn signal switch, or a bad wire or
connector between the flasher unit and the turn signal switch. You may need the repair manual
for your specific vehicle make and model to identify wires and components, and possibly to
gain access to them. Check that your hazard lights work when troubleshooting your turn
signals. Photo courtesy of Lars Plougmann on Flickr. Note: Normally, you are dealing with a
blown fuse, a bad flasher unit, or a faulty turn signal switch. Locate the fuse using your car
owner's manual or vehicle repair manual, or check the 'Checking a Light Bulb Socket for
Ground and Power' section above, or the 'Testing the Turn Signal Flasher' further down. Make
sure your turn signal indicators work as well. Photo courtesy of Kskhh on Wikipedia. If the
emergency lights and turn signal lights illuminate but don't flash, check first for a burned-out
bulb. This is the most common cause. If not, you may be dealing with a bad flasher unit or a bad
turn signal switch. Identify the wires in your turn signal switch using your repair manual. Photo
courtesy of Phil Parker on Flickr. You may know there's something wrong with your turn signal
lights because the indicator lights on the instrument panel illuminate but don't flash as usual.
Use your vehicle turn signals schematic when troubleshooting your turn signal lights. Photo
courtesy of Hans Haase on Wikipedia. Another problem you may encounter is that your
indicator lights don't work at all, but the outside turn lights work fine. Possible causes:. If
necessary, consult your vehicle repair manual to gain access to the bulbs on the instrument
panel and ground connection. Although some models use a separate light for the left and right
turn indicators, other models use a single light for both turns. Photo courtesy of dailyinvention
on Flickr. Troubleshooting the turn signal switch is pretty much straightforward. Usually,
depending on your particular model, getting access to the switch electrical connector is the
hardest part. For this test, it is a good idea to consult the vehicle repair manual for your
particular model. You need to identify wires and the best way to access the signal switch
electrical connector. Also, if your model has airbags, you may need to disable the system to
prevent the bags from accidentally inflating. If necessary, your manual will walk you through the
process for your particular model. The turn signal flasher may be lcoated under the dashboard
or inside the engine compartment. Photo courtesy of Bill Abbott on Wikimedia. NOTE: This
guide deals with analog type flashers. If your system is equipped with a solid state unit, consult
your vehicle repair manual for special instructions. Also, make sure to use a digital multimeter
with at least 10 Mega-ohm of impedance to protect sensitive circuits in your vehicle as you
troubleshoot electrical systems. A good way to test the flasher unit is to use a known good unit,
but that may not be practical. So the next best choice is to test the suspected flasher while
installed in the vehicle. Your circuit connections may differ from the outline described here, but
you'll find the next general steps helpful. If necessary, consult your repair manual. The next

video shows you a common procedure when replacing a flasher unit on a GMC truck.
Depending on your particular vehicle make and model, you may or not need to remove the
dashboard trim. On some models, the flasher is readily accessible. Consult your vehicle repair
manual. This is a special turn signal failure. It has to do with the mechanical operation of the
signal switch rather than an electrical system failure. For example, you signal traffic your
intention to turn left or right, but after cornering, the turn signal continues to flash. In most
cases, the repair is within the reach of the average car owner. Still, consult the repair manual for
your particular vehicle make and model. Specially if your model has airbags. You'll need to
disable the system for safety reasons. Also, your repair manual will tell you what specific tools
you need, if any, and the procedure to follow. Turn signals, and the system they are part of, can
fail in many ways. When facing a problem, always check every light so that you know what part
of the system or lights are failing. This will make troubleshooting, and fixing the problem, easier
and faster. This guide is designed to help you make your repair faster, and get back on the road
safer. Content is for informational or entertainment purposes only and does not substitute for
personal counsel or professional advice in business, financial, legal, or technical matters.
Question: My left indicator will flash one time and then will not flash anymore both back and
front. The right side is fine. The hazard lights won't flash on both sides. Any ideas? Answer:
First, make sure the fuse for the hazard lights is OK. Not so common are problems with
connectors in the circuit between the turn signal switch and the flasher unit relay. The post
describes some tests you may want to try. Question: I have a Mitsubishi Mirage, the left
indicator works and the dash light too, and the right turn indicator does not, though the dash
light works. I have swapped the flasher relay with a working one. I am wondering where to go
from here? Answer: If the right indicator comes on but doesn't flush, check the light bulbs on
that side. If it's not coming on, use a test light and make sure you got a good ground and power
through the light socket. If necessary, check the wires that connect to the socket. Hope this
helps. Question: Why does my indicator light switch cancels too soon when indicating right,
when slowing down? It only happens a few times. Question: I have a Chevy Express van.
Flasher works well, but the turn signal only works when the car is off. Don't work with the car
on. Any advice? Answer: It could be a shorted turn signal switch. Question: I have a Chevy
Impala and the right front turn signal is not working. The fuses are good as is the bulb. What
else could it be? Answer: If it is only one bulb that isn't working, make sure the bulb is good
and then check the socket, power and ground. You can use a test light for this. When you turn
the turn signals on, right or left, the front work fine but the rear both flash. I have replaced the
turn signal switch twice. I checked and cleaned all the grounds and replaced all bulbs and both
flashers. Still, I can't find the problem. Answer: Probably there's too much resistance in the
circuit that connects to both rear turn signal lights. You may need the diagram for your specific
model to identify the wire. Check the common wire that connects to both rear lights; it could be
loose, dirty or damaged. Question: Why would my Kia Sedona right, rear turn signal stay on
with the key-off? Answer: If it's only one light, the power wire leading to that light might be the
problem. This could be in the switch itself. You need to trace the voltage in the circuit using a
test light. Question: I have a mk2 Renault Megane and I have had the indicator fixed twice. It
works for days and goes off again. A new bulb holder? If it is blown, there could be a short in
the circuit. Also, check any connectors and harness in the circuit for corrosion or loose wires.
Also, have the alternator tested. Answer: You may need to look at the circuit diagram for your
particular model. But there could be a problem with the multifunction switch or there's a short
in the circuit, activating both sides. Using the diagram, you can trace voltage using a test light.
Can you help? Answer: Usually the problem is a faulty flasher relay. Other potential causes is
corrosion in the circuit to the lights or an electrical issue in the turn signal switch. Question: I
have a Mazda 6. When I use the turn signals, they rapidly flash on the dash but do not indicate
on the front of the car. The bulbs, switch, and fuses are new. What could the issue be? Answer:
Usually this is caused by a bad bulb. Other problems may come from poor ground at the lamps,
or bad connection at the turn signal switch. Question: My problem is the opposite of number 3
in this article. When using the turn signals from the steering wheel, only the right side of the car
works. The left side doesn't, only a very fast clicking sound is heard, like a machine gun. Where
is the problem with my car's hazard lights? Answer: Double check the bulbs and make sure the
filaments are Okay. You may want to try swapping the left and right bulbs and see what
happens. Possibly the switch is the culprit. But you can check the part of the turn signal circuit
for the side that isn't working lever and switch. Another possibility is a loose wire, or a socket
that needs a little twist bad joint , connection. Question: I replaced a rear bulb turn signal in a
Chevy Cavalier. When I move the bulb the light goes on, can I clean the connector? Answer:
You may want to check you have a solid connection to ground and power. Use a test light. For
cleaning, try electrical contact cleaner. My turn signals are located in the lower fog lights. Fog

lights work. Neither turn signal in front work. Indicators light up on the dash and rear signals
light up, but both dash and rear lights flash rapidly. I have replaced both front bulbs and
installed a brand new wiring harness as an accident is where all this began. I have also taken to
the garage to try to reset the fault. No luck. Any ideas what the problem could be? Answer:
Check the power and ground for the circuit at the sockets. You may need to consult the diagram
for your model and see where they both get power common connection. Trace the voltage using
a test light. There could be a loose wire or connector. Question: My left turn signal indicator will
hyperflash intermittently. No lights are blown and they are not LED. A quick hit to the light
housing fixes this for a short time. Checked fuses and wiring. Any idea? Answer: Check the
ground for a poor or loose connection. Other possibility is a failing indicator unit. Question: My
hazard light and left and right indicator don't work. I am sure that my flasher relay is good and
all the fuses. What should l do? Answer: Check the circuit and switch. You may need to trace
the voltage using a test light. Get the wiring diagram for your make and model. You can find a
manual at most auto parts stores. Question: Why does my right turn signal stay on unless it's in
the left signal position? Question: My car's turn signal blinkers don't come on at all. What could
it be? Answer: The most common reason is a bad flasher, but check the fuses, circuit grounds
and opens as well, if necessary. Question: My hazard lights are working but the indicators stay
on. Do you know of any solution? Answer: There seems to be a mechanical problem with the
turn signal switch. It's not canceling after the steering wheel returns to its normal position. You
may need a new switch. Question: My turn signals work with headlights off but do not work with
the headlights on? Power is going through a ground, and the ground is lost for the turning
signals when the lights are on. Check the body grounds and wires in the sockets. Make sure
they are clean and well connected. Question: Left signal works fine in and out of my car. The
right signal hyperflashes inside the car. Right signal works outside in front but not in the back. I
replaced the bulbs. Still nothing. Now what? Answer: You can use a test light or voltmeter to
test for power and ground in the faulty rear light. Usually, the problem is a bad ground, but the
power wire might be loose, corroded or disconnected. Since the other lights seem to be working
fine, concentrate on that part of the circuit. Question: Why won't my turn signals work? The turn
signals won't even come on. Question: The turn indicators work correctly on the outside of the
car, but they do not light up on the dashboard. There was a time when the dashboard lights
flashed occasionally, so I do not think that it is the light bulbs in the dashboard. I can hear the
flasher unit clicking when a turn indicator is selected. Any suggestions, please? Answer: Check
the contacts or the circuit leading to the dashboard, there could be something loose there.
Answer: Most likely the problem is within the switch, the canceling mechanism might have
failed. Question: Why does my my left turn signal come on when I push it to go right? Question:
Why do the hazard lights come on when I am using the left turn signal? Answer: The most
common problem is a shorted light bulb causing trouble, an electrical short in the signal switch,
or bad flasher relay. Question: The fuses and relay are good but the turn signals on my Honda
Accord LX stopped working all of the sudden. What should I do? Answer: If none of them are
working, start checking at the switch. Check for incoming and outgoing voltage. Question: I
have a Jackaroo. Can you diagnose the problem with my Jackaroo's turn signal? Answer: Look
for a loose wire or connector. You may need your repair manual if you need to remove
components. My problem is the left front turn signal stopped working for no apparent reason.
All the other turn signals work just fine, including the rear left one. I pulled out the bulb and
tested the socket and no power. Is this something that I could fix myself or do I need to have a
professional fix it? Answer: You may be able to fix it yourself. Probably the power wire that
connects to the socket or the ground at the socket is loose or disconnected. Use a test light or a
voltmeter to check the power wire. If there's power, the problem is the ground. If there's no
power, you need to trace the wire back to the switch. Probably is cut or disconnected
somewhere. If you need to trace the wire, you may need the wiring diagram from your vehicle
repair manual. You can get a manual at most auto parts stores. Question: My right turn signal
doesn't work at all but the flashers work perfectly. What could the problem be? Answer: The
problem may be with the turn signal switch. You can use a test light to check that part of the
circuit. If you don't have the manual for your particular model, your local library may have a
copy, in case you need it for reference. Question: My hazards work and flash; my left indicator
works and flashes; my right indicator does not work or flash and there is nothing on the
dashboard. I've checked the switch, fuses, bulbs and flasher. How do I fix this awful problem?
Answer: If the flasher is working fine, then the problem could be a bad indicator bulb, socket or
circuit problem. You may need the wiring for your specific model to trace the voltage in the
circuit, possibly the ground. Question: My left blinker works just fine but when I use my right,
the blinker noise happens but no light pops up on the instrument pannel and both the front and
back right blinker dont work. But my hazards do. I've already replaced the flasher unit and the

switch on my steering wheel. What could be the issue? Answer: Need to check the circuit
grounds and power for that side of the lights. You can do this with a test light or digital
multimeter. Check the wiring diagram in your vehicle repair manual to trace the circuit branch
for that leg. Question: My car indicators work, but there is no clicking sound. It doesn't have
flasher relay. The sound is supposed to come from the cluster itself. What could be the cause?
Answer: Some modern vehicle use a solid state relay, and the computer or some other relay
may imitate a clicking sound which you hear through the speakers. When you turn on the right
or left turn signal, they both flash. What could cause this? I just put a new turn signal switch in
about a month ago. Answer: You might need the diagram for your model to trace the problem.
The problem may be in the switch itself. Also, look for a wire in the circuit that is touching the
other wire in the circuit past the relay. If you have installed the harness connector for a trailer,
the problem could be in the wire connector. Question: I have replaced the signal switch, the
relay and a front turn signal bulb. My turn signals will come on for a second and then go off.
Question: Both of my rear lights aren't working. The indicator blinks rapidly even though I have
replaced the bulbs. Answer: There could be a problem with the power feed line of the circuit. It
may be loose. If you don't have the manual, try the reference section of your local public library
for the manual. Question: I have a diesel Hilux. The right indicator sometimes flashes quick, or it
blinks once to 5 times then stops. It also works fine sometimes. Do you have any ideas?
Answer: There seems to be a loose wire, turn signal relay or relay connector. Usually, the
indicator will blink fast when a light bulb burns out. But a bad connection in the circuit or relay
can produce the same effect. Just need to check that side of the circuit and find the loose
connection. Question: My turn signals and lights work intermittently but my emergency flashers
work fine and when we tested them after testing the emergency flashers they worked fine. What
could this be? Answer: There could be a bad ground in the circuit. You may be able to use a test
light to check the circuit. Check the wiring diagram for your model. It only turns off when I take
out a fuse. How do I fix it? Answer: The problem could be with the flasher relay. Try removing
the relay and plugging it back in and see if the problem goes away. Or replace it. Another
possibility is an issue with the switch itself. Question: Yesterday, I bought new turn signal bulbs
for the left rear and right rear of my vehicle. My left rear already burned out. Why would it burn
out the next day? Answer: Make sure the proper fuse is used to protect the circuit - and check
for loose wires around the socket and check the socket itself. Answer: The most common fault
in the multifunction switch is wear of the turn signal contacts. They wear out and may begin to
fail intermittently or not turn the signal, signal may not cancel; you may experience similar
problems with the wipers and headlights. Other than that, you need to gain access to the switch
and operate the switch while testing incoming and outgoing voltage with a test light as you
operate the different settings. You may need your vehicle repair manual to check the wiring
diagram for your particular model. Question: I replaced my turn signal bulbs. Now my right
signal turns on my hazards and my hazards are right signal. Answer: If the lights were working
correctly before replacing the bulbs, check the sockets for corrosion and the connections.
There could be a loose wire. A bad flasher relay does the same thing sometimes. Question: My
right turn signal "sometimes" does not work. But if I press the hazard it works properly. What
could be the problem? Answer: Sometimes the contacts in the multifunction switch are to
blame for this problem. Wiggling the hazard switch makes them work. You might want to have a
shop confirm the problem and, if necessary, replace it. Question: I just put a new bulb in on the
back right, and the next day it was failing. I took it out to look, and it looked almost burned or
melted on the bottom where it connects inside the socket. What does this mean? Answer: There
might be some resistance at that part of the circuit. Check the connections at the back of the
socket. The wire should be well connected. Also, check the ground. Too much resistance will
cause the socket and lamp to overheat. Question: Both my indicators keep flashing and I can't
turn them off. Answer: There could be a short circuit. A power wire in the turn signal circuit is
probably in path with the hazard light circuit. You'll need to test the circuit. A test light or
voltmeter and, probably the wiring diagram for your model can help you here. Question: I have a
model, 3. Answer: There could be a problem with the turn signal switch or a faulty connection.
Use the repair manual for your model to locate, gain access to the switch and connectors, if
necessary. If you don't have the manual, check the reference section of your local public library.
They may have a copy for your specific model. Question: All my left-hand side indicators and
hazard warning work; however, the right side doesn't. Would breakdown assist and would it be
covered, as it's unsafe to drive home? Although I haven't checked fuses or relays in the engine.
Also, the side repeater in the driver's door, which is a fixed unit, that bulb is blown, would it take
the whole right side out? Answer: Usually, this is due to a faulty turn signal switch. But you
might want to check the bulbs first, and any potential faulty signs you may see in the sockets or
wiring to them. Try swapping the door light bulb with the opposite one and see what it does.

You can also test the switch using a test light. Go over section two in the post. Usually, the
flasher relay and signal switch are the most common sources of trouble for this type of
problem. But you may want to double check how you wired your new LED lights. It depends on
whether you're using dual beam one bulb or single beam two bulbs. I have a volvo When I
tested turn signals, I got inconsistent results and suspected I had a loose bulb, connection or
fuse issue. I know nothing of the previous owner other than there were parts in the trunk that
suggests they were resto modding and lost interest. I pulled, cleaned and replaced all fuses. A
half pull turns on all signal lights just on, not flashing but no headlights. A full pull adds the
headlights. Could both of these issues be related to the step down switch mounted on the finder
well? Nicole - you might want to check the voltage drop for the charging system as well. The
test makes sure the connections are good, no corrosion, loose or damaged wires, etc. Try this:
Turn the ignition key to the On position but don't start the engine. Can you see the battery light
come on, on the dashboard. This is to check the exciter wire for your alternator. If this wire is
damaged, your good alternator won't charge the battery. If your model has this wire coming off
the battery light bulb on the dashboard, the battery light won't come on if it is broken. But your
particular model may have this wire hooked to the voltage regulator with a fusible link. If the
fusible link is blown, same results, your alternator won't charge the battery. So you may be
running your car with battery power without letting the alternator charge or properly charge the
battery. Check the location of this wire in your particular model and test for voltage. You may
need the diagram for your specific model. To add to my last post about Ford Windstar, every
time we jump it everything works fine no problems or noises or anything, just when we shut it
off the battery instantly drains and blinkers go crazy. I have a Ford Windstar. Only , miles on it,
bought it at , and never had problems with it until recently. When we shut the car off the blinkers
would blink on and sometimes opening a door cause this as well. Than when we try to turn the
car on it would not start. This happened for about 3 days and then when AutoZone tested the
battery said it was fine than tested the alternator which failed, so immediately we changed the
alternator. Test alternator and it's fine, test the battery and it's fine but a guy said might be
battery because it's almost 3 years old. We have nothing charging nothing plugged in and today
after turning it off my father tried to turn it back on and nothing, but blinkers flashing and lights
came on, and my dad said the theft light is randomly off which is a new thing. I am not a car
person but I know electricity electronics and the whole blinkers flashing the moment we turn off
the car and battery draining way to quick now makes me think some sort of cable short or some
short circuit. Maybe it is the battery but if the car is completely off and the alternator is fine I
dont see how the battery could just drain that horribly within seconds especially if it passes the
test at AutoZone and a secondary mechanic place. Any ideas on what's wrong? I read stuff
about corrosion sockets, cables, switch assembly, my father brought up ignition switch and I
want to know what others may think. Every problem but mine! Flasher unit ticks rapidly but
none of the indicator bulbs light up. Any suggestions? There's probably a short to ground.
You'll need the diagram for your particular model to trace the short. You can use a testlight for
this. My left frt. Seems like a ground problem in that part of the circuit. You can use a testlight to
check the grounds. If necessary, use a diagram for your particular model. You can find one in
the repair manual for your vehicle. Get an aftermarket copy at your local auto parts store. Hi,
when i turn my right blinker on, all lights brake, reverse, blinker, ect. Left assembly good
working condition. Please tell me possible causes. Thank u. Also, blinker indicator on
dashboard will blink normally when brake pedal IS NOT depressed but when it IS depressed, the
blinker indicator with blink rapidly on dash. Check the light bulb in the rear light. You may need
to check the grounds in the circuit; you can use a testlight for this. Also, you may need the
diagram in the vehicle repair manual for your model. Something is grounding the turn signal
circuit. Often, this is due to corrosion in one or more sockets. Check the sockets using a test
light. Also, a shorted turn signal switch can cause this problem. My honda,s left signal light stay
consistently on. Then the left signal light stays on for ever. Make sure the bulbs are good; and
check the sockets for corrosion or loose wire bad power or ground , use a test light. Also,
although not as common, a fault in the circuit between the turn signal switch and the
connection to that circuit, or the switch itself is bad. I have s Audi a4b6 2oo2 model l am having
turn signal problem with the front and back drivers side indicaters not working but my drivers
side fender indicated is working. There might be a loose connection; there problem could be in
the switch if all turn lights fail sometime or a specific part of the circuit if only two or one light
doesn't work all the time. You may need the diagram for your particular model to trace the
problem. Check the switch connections and grounds. In my Honda Accord my turn signals do
not turn always turn on. There could be a short in that part of the circuit. Check the power
connection at the socket. If it is loose it is shorting to ground. Check for corrosion and damage.
Hope it helps. My turn signal on rear driver side went out so i replaced bulb it worked for 1 day

then went out again blinking fast again what could it be i have a chevy malibu. You may want to
try checking with a test light if you have the diagram. You'll find it in the vehicle repair manual
for your particular model. Looking for a solution, my left indicator light comes on immediately i
switch on the ignition switch on whalest the indicator switch is at neutral position. This is
usually caused by a bad flasher relay, but sometimes the turn signal switch fails or a less likely
a short in the circuit or connector. Looking for solution. I turn on left turn signal and rear
flashers come on. Right side works fine. There could be a short in the circuit that is grounding
the lights. It's possible the relay or flasher is getting stuck. If necessary, have someone trace
the short. It seems like the problem is with the turn signal switch. Once the lever returns to
center position, the flasher should be off at this point. The internal mechanism is triggering the
wrong contact points. Hi Dan, I have a Chevy Colorado. Both the front and back left side turn
signals blink normal on the outside of the truck and the left arrow on the inside dash instrument
cluster blinks normal when putting the switch in the left position. When the turn signal switch is
in the neutral position both the rear left outside turn signal bulb and the dash instrument cluster
arrow stays lit solid not blinking and drains the battery. If I put the switch selector in the right
position the outside front bulb blinks normal and the rear right does not blink at all and the left
arrow on the inside dash instrument cluster stays lit solidly the right arrow never comes on ,
When turning on the flasher it is the same meaning both the outside front and rear left bulbs
and the right front blink normal and the rear right doesn't work and the inside dash left arrow
stays lit solidly. The ground seems to be good in the rear right bulb because the same bulb is
used for the tail light and works. I switched the bulb with the left side and it works on that side
so it is not the filament. The dark green turn signal power supply wire doesn't seem to have
power coming into the connector when I checked with a test light. Do you have any idea what
would cause this because I can't follow the wire diagrams too well? Does the chevy colorado
have a flasher? Looks like the switch notifies a bcm. Thank you. Most likely the turn signal
switch has mechanical damage. Probably the lock ring is broken. You'll need to replace the unit.
I've had the same issue back in and they had to replace the whole unit. I do have flashers. The
problem seems to be in the turn signal switch. Check the output voltages there. Probably, you'll
need to replace it. Today I discovered that the rear turn signals and brake lights do not owrk.
The front signals are fine. I replaced the bulbs, even though they looked good, as well as the
sockets. With the bulbs removed, turn signal lever in left turn position and the test light
grounded to chassis the left socket flashes and the right socket has steady illumination. When
the lever is in right turn position the test light flashes in the right socket and glows in the left.
With key on and turn signal lever in the middle the right rear light is on. There is also a scenario,
though I forget exactly when, that the right signal flashes with the lever in the left turn position
and vice versa. Since there are no brake lights at all my friend checked for power at the brake
light switch. When he accidentally bumped the ignition key the test like flashed. I'm baffled.
Probably the spring inside the multi-function switch is broken and not cancelling the signal
after completing the turn. You may need to replace the switch. It seems the switch in the
indicator stalk is faulty, probably the internal spring is turning the wrong contact for the
indicator. Also, this could be a loose wire problem making the wrong contact in the switch. This
can be checked with a test light. You'll need access to the switch, and perhaps the diagram for
your particular vehicle make and model so you can trace the wires. You can find the manual at
most auto parts stores. Light for indicator on dash is flashing right when I have moved the stalk
into the left position die. Why is right arrow on my dashboard flashing when it should be the left
one flashing. My turn light aren't flashing on dashboard and aren't on all 4 sides of car on a
dodge caravan. What would it most likely be? Check for a problem in a light control module, or
headlight switch connector or circuit. A relay may be stuck or a problem with a wire in the
circuit. You may need a test light and your wiring diagram to trace the fault. What is causing
this? You need to replace the turn signal switch assembly. You may do it yourself, if you have
the service manual for your particular model. Get one online or at your local auto parts store.
Something is worn with one of the bulbs or possible ground or power is not getting properly to
the socket. Check how much voltage you are getting or dropping. Probably this other post may
help:. I have an 08 JK, my hazards work fine. However, only my front passenger side turn signal
does not work everything else works as it should. It does have rapid flash when on though. I
have used a multimeter and I am getting current on all these wires. How do I fix this? Hi, My
Ford Taurus signal lights front, rear, and indicators , hazard lights, rear brake lights are not
working. Please, may you point me in the right direction? These are two separate circuits.
Check to see if you have voltage to and from the multifunction switch. You may need a wiring
diagram to trace the voltage if necessary. Specially check the connector. There could be a bad
ground in the circuit crossing the path of the other light. Other possibility is corrosion in the
connector s or a bad connection in the circuit. When turn on either turn signal the other one has

a dim flash in it also. This is on my small tote trailer I pull behind my motorcycle. This puts too
much resistance in a circuit, which heats up and stops working. The problem can be in the turn
signal circuit or switch. Have the circuit checked. This other post may help:. My rear turn
signals work for like the first 10 min and after that they don't work anymore and when I use my
turn signal it is causing my car to jurk. It seems an open or short is activating the turn signal
circuit. Look up the wiring diagram for your particular model. You'll need a test light or
voltmeter to trace the fault. These other posts may help:. My hazards won't turn off. It kills my
battery if i don't unplug it. The turn signal fuses are apart of the hazards so i couldnt just pull
that fuse out. I changed them to see if that was the problem but wasn't. What could that be? If
you recently replaced one of the bulbs, make sure you are using the right one for your
application. You may need a test light and the wiring diagram for your model to check the
circuit. My turn signals seem to work but the clicking indicating blinkers engagement doesn't
stop when turn signal is disengaged. Make sure you are using the correct bulbs for your
application. Also, check those bulbs that you replaced and the ones that were there for the turn
signals. Probably one of the filaments is broken and stuck across the other filament. Also, there
could be a bad ground for the turn signals. I have a Chevy hd. My tail lights and headlights were
just replaced. All new bulbs. My turn signals work fine without day time lights on or auto lights
turn on. When lights come on my left turn signal stays on and left signal blinks fast. It's
possibly a bad relay, but there could be a loose connetion, or ground. If only one of the right
lights isn't working check the socket and connections; if both lights on the right side, there
could be a problem in the circuit. You can use a test light to check for a loose or disconnected
wire. I have a Isuzu Ascender. Left turn signal works great but when i use the right signal, it
works occasionally and other times it stops after a few seconds when i turn it on. Sometimes i
have to reapply the right turn signal to finish my turn. Im thinking switch or TS relay. Check the
ground and power for the rear lights. You can do this with a test light. There could be a problem
with the socket. Sometimes a bad chassis ground can keep the lights from working properly.
Check the wire that connects from the battery to chassis. You may want to do a voltage drop to
make sure grounds are okay:. I've pulled the assembly out to check the bulbs. They all worked.
Put the light assembly back on and lights won't work. Didn't touch the car for two days. Went
out to start car and the lights worked! What's going on? Here I go! My Silverado turn signal,
brake and reverse lights don't work on the rear right side only. The right arrow on the dash
blinks fast. The front turn signal blinks at the same speed fast as the arrow on the dash. I've
changed all the bulbs and checked every fuse except the big ones. What's up? Use a test light
to check the power wire and ground at the light socket. There could be a bad power or ground
connection. Usually the problem is with the circuit connections either at the light itself or the
switch. If only one light or one side is flashing quickly, check that part of the circuit. You may
need the diagram for your model, if you need to trace the wries in the circuit. If necessary, do a
voltage drop in that part of the circuit:. I have a 94 Gmc Sierra, My left turn signal is flashing
quickly when the running lights or headlights are on, but flash normally when the head lights or
running lights are off. I replaced the whole tail light recently due to the previous owner using zip
ties and spot welding to hold it together but the problem persist. This only started recently after
I did a tune up and replaced the distributor cap and rotor, as well as my spark plugs and cables.
There could be a problem in the wiring; check for a short. If the body control module connects
to it, unplug the wire and reconnect. See if that helps. Check the bulb filaments and make sure
they are not shorted together, then check a loose wire perhaps making a wrong connection in
that side of the circuit. My problem is that with parking lights on my RH turn signals are stuck
lit, but a little bit dimmer than normal with no dash indication. When I use the indicator they
seem to blink a little bit brighter. The dash light works normally to both sides using indicator
and hazards. You need to check the switch and the wiring for that part of the circuit - you need
the diagram for the vehicle to follow the voltage. Check the wiring behind the socket, something
is causing the voltage to drop perhaps, which is causing the rapid blinking of the front light. All
indications of a burned out left rear turn signal bulb front bulb still works, now at faster rate,
dash indicator is also at faster rate, right turn signal system works completely fine. The rear
bulb looks ok, but I swapped it out with one I know that works. Didn't solve the issue. Checked
the voltage on the contacts that connect to the bulb and it is good alternates between 4V and 0V
when the turn signal is engaged. I'm stumped. Any help would be greatly appreciated! New
flasher, new bulbs. Brake lights, hazard lights and right turn signals work. Left side - only the
front turn signal is working. Same bulb for the hazard and they work. I have switched bulbs
thinking the filament was broke and it works in the right side rear. Why would ONLY the left rear
turn signal not flash. Probably there's a hazard-lights flasher that needs to be checked or the
circuit - and also check the flasher unit for the turn signals, if separate. Another possibility is
the turn signal switch or connections. I can hear clicking sound and it blinks on outside. Could

this problem be related? There could be a problem with the switch itself. You may need the
diagram for your model. It'll tell you how to trouble shoot it. My car does this strange thing
where when I hit the lever to turn left it alternates between the left and right lights twice and
then works just fine. At the moment that is not really an issue as it corrects itself in a few
seconds, but I wonder what they cause is and if it will get worse. There seems to be a problem
with the switch itself, or the wiring. You'll need the diagrams for your vehicle to trace the
voltage. American auto manufacturers were on a roll in the s. Designing was very competitive,
and, through hot-rodding, engines and horsepower increased dramatically. Thus, the American
Muscle Car was born. Many people purchasing RVs have no real camping experience, so RV
campgrounds are being inundated with requests for their people to do things that are the RV
owner's responsibility. RV owners need to learn how to perform their own site maintenance.
Intake manifold leak diagnosis can be tricky but you can use a few simple techniques to
diagnose the problem. Don't let trouble code P or P leave you without your ride and, worst of all,
with an expensive repair bill later on. A basic knowledge on the electronic fuel injection system
eliminates the guesswork in the calibration of LPG-powered cars. Here are eight simple tips to
help give tires more traction in the snow. Experienced RV campers know what they need to do
to find a great campsite when they travel. Motorcycle helmets are trendy items that reflect your
personality. What type of helmet do you want for yourself? Paying for air is annoying. Here is
how you can find free air, and also how to set your tire pressure for the best performance of
your tires and your car. Is jump starting bad for your car? You'd be surprised what you find out.
What happens behind the scenes will shock you. Learn the different signs of a bad alternator to
make a faster diagnosis. You can make some repairs using a few common tools. In , the East
German government released the horrible Trabant car on an unsuspecting Communist world.
You don't need a lot of money to start selling classic cars, you just need to buy the first car at a
good price and then do it again. If you're thinking of buying a classic VW Beetle, you need to
know a few things beforehand. Discover why the best bargain to be had is from someone who
doesn't know he wants to sell. Identifying the type of noise and when it happens can help you
diagnose your transmission problem. Auto Repair. DIY Auto Repair. RV Living. Safe Driving.
Learning to Drive. All-Terrain Vehicles. Commercial Vehicles. Automotive Industry. Automotive
History. Index I. Checking the Turn Signal Switch X. Turn Lights Don't Turn Off. Related Articles.
By Jerry Fisher. By Don Bobbitt. By Dan Ferrell. By Victor Mangubat. By Linda Sarhan. By
Isabella. By John Dove. By electronicsguy. By Rupert Taylor. By Mary Wickison. Introduction
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Copyright Issues Hollywood. Complaint Notice Procedures for Copyright Owners The following
elements must be included in your copyright infringement complaint notice: 1. Whether it's an
installation that might not have gone as planned, or a random problem that comes out of
nowhere. Here is a list of your common car stereo problems, symptoms and solutions to help
get your stereo up and running! Many Jeeps and Chevrolet systems have a data signal wire that
carries a very low voltage signal that tells the OEM Head Unit when to turn on, however; it is not
compatible with aftermarket units. Many cars have built in amplifiers that require a 12v signal to
be sent in order to turn on the Amplifier, most common being Bose, Infinity, and JBL. If you
hear a wining noise that fluctuates with the RPMs of your vehicle, and lessens when the car
engine is turned off, you are dealing with Alternator Wine. Check your ground wires and find a
better place to ground them, e. If you are experiencing headlight dimming when you have your
radio turned up with aftermarket amplifiers and subwoofers, your stereo is pulling too much
power for the alternator to keep up. There are a few solutions to this problem:. If you installed a
new head unit in your car, and you're now noticing that your car's radio has an abnormal
amount of static, you may have wired the unit incorrectly. Here's what you should look for:. If
you recently installed a stereo with an amplifier s and subwoofers, your alternator and battery
may not be powerful enough to handle the additional power that's being pulled when your
stereo is turned to high volumes. Don't see your issue on this list? Take a look at our Car
Amplifier Troubleshooting Guide to see if we can answer your car issues! Aftermarket Car
Stereo Wire Colors. Wiring is all the same, pin configuration might be different. But the dash
kits and adapting wire harness eg. Metra will not adapt. Cut the red wire a few inches from the
radio and take the cut wire attached to the radio and tap it into the yellow wire. If you do this,
you will have to manually turn the radio on and off whenever you want to use it, and it will no
longer turn on and off with the vehicle. Car stereo works. Front speakers work fine. Sub woofers
and Amp work fine but only bass out of new rear speakers? I have a jvc kdr when I have it
hooked up right with constant and accessory when I drive the radio cuts on and off as if its
losing power but if I hook both uP to constant it works fine. That is fine for me but alas my wife
also drives car and I know she will leave the radio on killing the battery any suggestions? I
thought maybe running a line straight from the radio fuse to the accessory wire would that fix it
ya think. I replaced my Saturn outlook truck radio,,with and upgrade!!! Now my speakers just
stopped working!? What happen!! And yes it does have factory amp. Thanks for the question.
The easiest way to fix it without digging too deep into troubleshooting is to find the closest
cigarette lighter and tap into the 12v wire that powers the lighter. If you have a volt meter check
which one is positive. It will have right around 12v when you turn the ignition. Use that as the
accessory power red wire on the back of the unit. If they are correct, you will need to trace back
the accessory wire and find another location to tap into the accessory power to bypass the
short. Make sure you check all of your adapting wire harnesses for shorts if you are using any
by shaking the wire. Another place to tap into is from the ignition itself, but again you will need
a volt meter to determine which wire is which. Think I might of figured it out gonna try in
morning. Gonna volt test in morning before I get knee deep in wirering thanks for the help ill let
ya know what happens. But try it and get back with us either way! Wha if you have an older
vehicle that did not have a 12v constant? Any advice please!!! The constant power yellow wire
on aftermarket units should not be ran to the cigarette lighter, however, if you are running two
accessories red wire off of one cigarette lighter it should not be a problem. Hi, I have a saturn
vue and just purchased an aftermarket car stereo. When I hook up all of the right wires, the
stereo is off when the car is off but when I turn the car on the stereo stays off. I know there is a
problem with the ignition switch wire so I believe I have just not connected those wires. I
installed it last night and since then I have just turned the display off. I am worried that it will
drain my battery. I want to be able attach the wire to another one that is controlled by the
ignition. Thanks for responding so quickly!.. Unfortunately I do not have access to my car and
the wires at this moment. As soon as I am able to do that I will. The other option you have is to
purchase a vehicle specific wiring harness that plugs into your existing wires and adapts them
to an aftermarket form, making it easy to wire. This will make wiring as easy as putting red to
red, yellow to yellow, purple to purple, etc. Let us know if this helps! I wired it and it was all
working great until a couple weeks later it fell out of the dash. Do you have any suggestions?
My head unit has power but my speakers do not. Head unit does not have amp of any sort.
Curious if the channel in my stereo is disabled. I have a sony stereo im trying to put back in my
car i have all the wires connected by color but there is a illumination wire i dont know where it
goes and when i plug it in theres power to the stereo but it wont do anything any suggestions?
As far as the stereo power, does it light up and function correctly but not emit any sound? Or
does it not power up at all. The screen comes on but it wont do anything else-nothing happens
when i hit the source button, its one where the face plate slides down to put cds in it wont eject

etc. You will need to double check the wires and their corresponding functions. I have a 04
mustang GT and I installed a power Acoustic stereo into it yesterday. I checked the wires and
the fuses and didnt find anything that looked like it would cause the sound to not play. Whats
my next step. Most head units if not all should have that wire coming from the unit. This will
turn the amplifier on whenever you turn the key, just like your head unit. The other problem that
you may have, if your Mustang for sure has an amplifier, is the adapting wire harness that you
are using. You should be using the Metra with RCAs for the speaker signal wires. Check the
harness and make sure you have the correct one. Iv gone over the wiring several times and
have found its wired correctly. Iv never had a problam with this equipment. Double check the
amp turn on. Hi I have a BMW e I brought the correct wiring harness to fit my car so I could plug
it straight in. I had to also run a yellow wire from the harness block to my fuse box for constant
power with a in-line fuse, which is part of itâ€¦ It was all working great and obviously connect up
right and also remembering what I was on so memory was also right. So I fitted it all into the car
and when I tried to turn it onâ€¦ Nothing! So I took it all back out checked for a lose wire or a
wire that may have come off and checked all the fuses. Everything was still spot on yet its still
not turning on. I tried my Phillips in a friends car and it works straight away. So my after market
head unit is not at fault either. Which makes me think maybe a fuse supplying that red wire has
blown or something. Have you checked the fuses under the hood as well? If you have access to
the manual, look for the list of fuses and locations and check both boxes in both the dash and
under the hood. I have maxima with a pioneer radio in it. When the music is playing through all
of the speakers, I get major feedback. It sounds like all of the speakers are blown. But when you
turn the balance all the way to the left, the music sounds normal. When you shift the balance to
the right, the feedback problem returns. I thought it was the factory amp so I bypassed it and
ran the speakers directly from the radio. What should I do next? It just stays blank. Where could
I have gone wrong? All it does is flicker on and off constantly. Does anyobe know how to fix this
problem. It will not work. I hooked the speakers up before the deck, and they were working fine
with the factory stereo. Now that I have installed the new deck the speakers are distorted. It
sounds like the person is far away and there is not any bass really. Now I had to figure out the
wiring colors since KIA likes to make their wires different colors than even their manual or
diagram has they are. I just ran the grounding to the actual grounding wire instead of in the
harness and just left the harness one unused. Q1: Is that okay? Or both? Any help would be
greatly appreciated! First thing, I would double check whether your car has an OEM amplifier or
not. If it does, it will explain the distortion that you are hearing and you will need a different wire
harness that will adapt the RCA outputs of the aftermarket head unit to the stock amplifier
speaker signal wires. Or, bypass the amplifier all together. To answer your other questions, as
long as the ground wire is attached to ground, it is fine. Thank you very much for your help in
this matter. I believe that everything is connected right now. Sounds a whole lot better now! I
bought a Dual XDMA aftermarket stereo to go in my Chevy Malibu also bought a gm adapter
harness to do the wiring 08 also now when I plug all matching colors together nothing happens
also has two orange wires that did not go with any wire on the stereo. The orange wires are
typically for illumination and dimmer. Did you purchase an adapting wire harness? Double
check that your accessory and constant Red and Yellow wires are both connected to the
corresponding 12V accessory and 12V constant wires of your car. Hi I have an 03 chevy tahoe
and I just installed a jvc in dash. All wires according to spec are in correct configuration, could
you point me in the right direction?? If you have a volt meter, make sure the red accessory and
yellow constant wires have 12V. The accessory should only have 12V when you turn the car on.
Constant should have 12V all the time. I am reaching out hoping some one may have any idea
what could be causing all thisâ€¦. I am technically minded and have certificates in electronics
and IT but its got me boggled as with all installers involved. Check the wires behind the radio
and make sure all of the connections are good and correct and that no wire is exposed. Hope
this helps. Could be a wiring problem. Sounds like you may have wired the powered antenna
solid blue to the OEM speaker amplifier if you have one. The chassis is actually a After
discussing with friends, I was told that the audio units whether Ford or otherwise or even for
autos used to have a small fan for cooling purposes but this has been deleted on the units
being built. Any information or advise will be appreciated. The CD player works but nothing else
registers to my botton-pressing. I recently bought a new touch screen stereo for my Honda
Civic SI and i have it installed and most of the wires connected. Any help with this problem
would be appreciated. Please email. Thank you. Everything powers up and works great until I
turn the car or accessory off. When I turn the switch back on, the stereo will not come back on.
In order for the stereo to come back on is to either hit the reset button on the front of the stereo
OR unplug the harness and plug back in. From there powers up and works great until the you
turn the switch off. Any help would be appreciated! I have a dual xdma and when I kill my truck

the radio will shut off. But when I turn it on. The radio will not turn back on unless I do it
manually. How can I fix this? I want it to turn on when I turn the truck on? Please help? I have an
87 jeep wrangler with an aftermarket pioneer super tuner 3 deck. When the radio is on all of the
speakers work but when I plug my phone into the aux cord the front speakers keep playing the
radio station and the rear play my aux music. What do I do so that all of my speakers will play
the aux when I plug my phone in? Check that the solid blue line from the metra antenna adapter
harness is connected to the solid blue on the head unit. Just got subwoofer and amplifier
installed. If i take out the fuse coming from the battery and put it back in it starts to work again.
Anybody know how to fix this? Any help is appreciated. Depending on the amp, the red light
and the sequence of flashing will determine what the problem is. Hi I recently installed a
multimedia car system in my Toyota hilux and I am having a problem with FM signal. The signal
is fine when the car is not running and as soon as I turn on the engine the signal is lost. I have
the blue wire from the antenna connected to power and this also does not work. Hello, we
recently installed a aftermarket Pyle touchscreen stereo to my car, previously had an
aftermarket installed professionally and everything worked beautifully, but decided to install the
second one ourselves, everything works except the subwoofer, could it be connector problem?
If the amplifier turns on, it could be a signal issue and the RCA wires may not be connected
properly. Also check the amp fuses, and the in-line fuse that will be located somewhere along
the power wire to the amplifier to make sure that nothing was blown. I have a bmw z4 i went to a
professional installation shop to have a new after market radio installed along with a new amp it
was a pioneer radio. I bought the correct wire harness and all. Once installed a few days later
after driving the car and hearing music my speakers will sound like they are popping or staticky.
Also when i speed up it will happen more frequently. I took it to the shop and after two hours
they said it was the radio was defective. So i sent the radio back and amp just to be sure and a
new wire harness and bought another new aftermarket radio and another new amp. So i took it
back to the shop and they installed it. What could be wrong? It all seems to work well until it
drops out, then back in every now and then. The time it takes to come back on is random too,
but usually no more than a few minutes Any clue what may be causing this? Bad earthing? Bad
battery? However it has just cut out and ever since the amp is showing warning light. I have
checked all the connections and even changed the amp and the same story again. Reading
through different blogs I found one comment that said to check with power meter the ground
and remote wire. Once I have done that, it looks like amp has been rebooted and it had the
green light on and was working perfectly. However it has cut out again, and I done the same
trick again but it never came back on. Please help.. I have a ford f When I put my head unit in
originaly I had both power wires running through the ignition power. After re-wiring it correctly i
have no sound coming from my speaker. Before when it was wired incorrectly it worked fine. I
have a ford focus and decided to take my sound system out of my car. I have 2 12inch subs with
a w amp. The electric door locks seem to work fine the interior lights as well which leads me to
believe that the battery is fine. So I hooked everything back up to see if it would start again and I
still got nothing. Does anyone know what I can do to fix this? I have two p3 shallows 12 and a
watt amp, the problem that im having is that ever since i went to a cruise i was playing the
music load for a good while and now my speakers wont play only when they want too. The amp
doesnt go into protect mode and the speakers dont sound nasty when they do start playing i
checked all the speaker wires and they are all good i so idk if its the amp or the speakers. Hi, I
have installed a reversing camera in my Toyota HiLux, works well, but since doing this I have
lost reception to am and fm radio. The radio appears to work well, just sounds like the aerial is
not connected. Music from my phone works well through bluetooth, just no radio Cheers, John.
I have a Kia spectra. Installed a Dual xdm stereo. Not sure if I got speakers pos and neg right.
Also ran a wire strait from battery to my yellow wire with fuse. My speakers cut out at high
volume. What could be the problem. Have an issue with my 04 Chevy Malibu Classic. My radio
wont turn on. Now I touch the remote wire that was hook up to the amp to the 12v wire that was
running to the amp. Now I dont have power coming from my yellow 12v constant wire now. I
check the fuses but all of them wwere good I need help. I also upgraded the factory speakers to
kickers. So my problem is every time I shut off my vehicle have to open door to completely shut
off after a few seconds my speakers pop. I have a jeep grand cherokee laredo with the infinity
gold system. I removed the stock head unit and replaced it with a new kenwood kdc-btu. I
purchased the metra wiring harness for it. After installation, everything works but the audio. I
can adjust all of the settings. The siriusxm works fine, the steering wheel adapter works fine. It
holds all of the memory; but I have no sound. I looked in the trouble shooting section and found
that I can actually turn the speakers off or set which size of speakers are being used or there is
even a setting for OEM for optimal use. When I removed the original head unit, there were only 4
connections: 1. Steering wheel control 2. Ground 3 and 4. It does have the infinity amp; and

prior to removing the stock unit like 30 seconds prior everything worked fine as far as getting
sound out of my speakers; and now nothing. I am positive that the speaker wires are hooked up
properly between wiring harnesses. In effect the only change is the head unit and nothing else
has been bothered so I am fairly stumped as to what it could be if the settings on the new head
unit are turned on for OEM speakers and there is no wire coming from the new head unit to
connect to the amp turn on. Any help would be appreciated. Any suggestions would be
appreciated. The power is also ON with the engine running the key is at ON position. Should I
connect the antenna wire to body of the unit? I have had a dual aftermarket head unit installed
for the last years with no issues. All of a sudden the sound goes out but power remains on.
Sometimes when I start the vehicle at the star of the day the sound comes on briefly and then
stops again. Sometimes my reverse lights work and sometimes they blink when i put it into
reverse and blink again when i take it out of reverse. I have a jeep grand Cherokee. With my
radio on while driving I turned on an interior light and my radio shut off. I checked all fuses and
they are fine. I checked fuse in cd player and it is fine. It will not turn back on. Red blinking light
still works when face is off. I have had my stereo shit off temporarily one time before when I had
door opened. I am thinking its wiring but where? I have a 15 inch sub hooked up to an amp and
my car speakers hooked up to an amp. Theres never been a problem before but I got a new sub
and now when I turn it up my speakers stop working and only the sub works. Theres no blown
fuses or bad connections to the speakers amp and the speakers work until I turn it past 5. I just
tried to install an aftermarket stereo Pioneer 4 speaker car audio system package no. I have all
the wires hooked up properly, but when I plug the head unit in, nothing comes on. When I
unplug it, and plug in the stock head unit, that one works just fine. What am I doing wrong? I
bought a wire harness, and I have more than triple-checked the wiring between the harness and
radio wires, they are all correct. The ground wire is connected and screwed down to metal
inside my dash. The radio receives no power. Many people say check the fuses, those are all
perfect. I proceed to plus in my old stock radio, it receives power and everything is perfect. I
then took the radio out to the vehicle and plugged it in and powered it on everything was
working fine stereo gps cd and dvd so i installed it in the dash everything still working. My
stock radio works fine but when i try it with two other new head units, they dont turn on. I know
wiring is correct. In 97 cavalier. I just installed a Alpine CDE in my saturn sc2 and i got all the
wires correct checked and double checked when i first cut the key on after installation the unit
came on and had sound when i turned key off it went off but when turned key back on didnt
come back on if i take the face off and put back on then press power button it comes on but still
no spound â€¦.. After attempting to install the radio my powerlocks my windshield wipers and
lights on inside of car stop working and my dashboard gagea went crazy is there a reason y this
happened. What do I do?? We turned the ignition on and the stereo just turned on with the
igniton. The display does not work at all. The volume and track select buttons will work at first
then stop working but if you turn the ignition off then back on they might work again. You might
have to try cycling power like that two or three times untill that stuff works again. There is a blue
ring around the volume knob and all the buttons light up on the faceplate but the display stays
blank. Hope you can help! I have a Chevy Trailblazer that the previous owner had spliced wires
and installed a after-market radio. We attempted to remove and install a new Head Unit using
the same wire scheme and looking up what colors go to what after-market wires. I do not have
on star. I am not getting power. I know what the colors are for outside of the two orange wires. I
am also not sure of the free wires untapped Black with solid white line and Brown with solid
white lineâ€¦. I have all other wires together that i can verify thru Chevy Wiring color Codes
some not listed and the pioneer wiring color code.. Again i have no power.. An adapter Metra
GMOS was needed to take the low voltage factory signal wire and convert it to a 12v that is
compatible with aftermarket units. I guess my next question would be if i bought this interface
which i have found cheaply will then need to undo the spliced wires and then wire the
After-market HU to the interface and cap them wires then do the same from the factory wiring to
the interface.. Radio has to be turned on an off also. Is it hooked up incorrectly. Radio should
not have to be turned off when you get out and it should not be pulling so much from the
alternator that it kills the battery. Also the radio seems to turn itself on when no one is in the
car!! Is there some type of harness adapter that connects the old harness to the new one so it
will pull power just like the old radio?? Hello, Very useful this thread! How voltage need for
dimmer signal? I bought a Kenwood dpxbt but from the manual no details for voltage for this
option! My car is Fiat Stilo 5D. Sometimes cuts off for a couple days and then starts working
until it eventually cuts out again. Power to the display but no sound. Any ideas on what to look
for would be appreciated. Hi there, I have a mitsubishi lancer i am trying to install a aftermarket
stereo but there is no power anywhere i have checked all the fuses taken the battery terminals
off etc but still nothing can someone please help? I am doing an install on a motorbike. You

seem to be the most knowledgeable and proactive on the planet:! Question; is it a must to hook
up the red accessories wire? I would like to run this completely manually. I am not sure what
that means and again, does it need to be connected. Also this is a manual wiring job given that
the factory connector was missing. After replacing the alternator the stereo will not come back
on, I removed the head unit from the dash and disconnected the wires and then turned the
accessory on and wired it back up and it work, but after turning the ignition off and then back
on again it wont come back on. Anybody have any ideas? Double check the accessory or radio
fuses. Please help. Sometimes the buttons will work and not the volume knob, sometimes
nothing will work, sometimes everything will work. Is this a radio malfunction or am I doing
something wrong? I have a pioneer Bluetooth head unit wired into my 95 Subaru Legacy. Every
time I turn on my car I have to set up the clock, turn demo mode off. But it does remember my
phone in the Bluetooth settings. I have to reconfigure my subwoofer settings every time also.
Just hooked up a new head unit and every works great. I have an amp and a sub hooked to it
and it sounds great. The only problem I am having is when initially turn on the unit it has very
little high range sound. When I push the treble up or down button or even the bass up and down
button everything goes back to normal. It also does the same thing if I switch between
application on my touch screen. I believe everything is wired correctly. Ever heard of this? I
checked the wires and nothing seems to be lose. Any help?? First time trying to install a stereo
unit and thought it was successful until I tried to listen to music. I have power to my stereo but
no sound from radio or aux input whatsoever. I have a toyota avalon which has the jbl system in
it. I already knew I could bypass the amp but I wanted to keep my tweeters working and
whatnot. Then the stereo unit also came with the power supply harness and the speaker
harness. In short I did not actually touch my stick wiring. I plugged the stock connector into the
aftermarket one I purchased then did on the wiring from that one to my stereos harnesses. Now
the aftermarket harness had rca plugs instead of just speaker wires. I clipped those off and just
matched all the wiring. After all the wiring is done I have one wire exposed from the head units
harness that it came with which is the power antenna. Then the aftermarket harness has the
amp on wire exposed and the power antenna wire exposed. I connected the amp on wire to the
power antenna and got a pop noise while trying to see if it would play aux music. No response
from connecting power ant to power ant wire though. My question is should any of those wires
be hooked up to something or is it just my speaker wiring that could be wrong? It was removed
from my old car and moved to my new car, an 06 Sorrento which uses a GM wiring harness. The
factory radio was a Delco. I made up the harness and no issues. The radio works but the USB
port and Bluetooth both show that they are working but there is no sound. I even have a second
of these Sony radios and swapped it in but the same result. I am starting to wonder about the
wiring harness. Is there anything that can cause this? Could that one wire do this? I have a
Cadillac Fleetwood and it had the cassette deck stereo. Install guide said that the orange wire
from factory is the constant. Hiwever, there are 1 orange and 2 orange with black stripe from
right side of old stereo. I tapped into the orange just as the illustration said and I get power but
no memory and no right channel and I know the speakers work as I plugged old one back in and
it works as intended. Please help!! Recently bought used dodge ram and it had aftermarket
radio and amp in it. Everything seemed to work fine and my mechanic told me that the radio
would sometimes come on by itself with no turn of the key when he was working on it. Wanted
to disconnect and take amp out so I disconnected the amp from the battery and then
disconnected the stereo wires from the amp no speakers were hooked up to the amp. Now when
the car is completely off the headlights, interior lights, remote keyless entry, and steering wheel
lock do not work but when I turn the key everything works fine. After reading these post , it
seems the previous owner may have hooked the radio up to a constant hot and somehow tied it
into the interior lights, headlights, and possibly ignition switch. Do not know if this blue wire
means anything but it might. Any advice would be awesome. What could I check to eliminate
any simple problems before I send it away for repairs? I have an 04 jeep grand cherokee new
kenwood u. When switch is in start position the radio gives an att off message and the reception
drops. Put the key to the acc mode and every thing is all good. I have checked all grrounds.
Antenna and every thing worked with the old jeep stereo. I have a mustang with premium audio
in it. I have a blue and white and a blue wire coming from the mustang and only a blue from the
head unit. The blue is the amp turn on but after the first use the amp stays on. And what is the
blue and white wire? I have a Kenwood stereo in my Mustang. Works fine with driver door open
but no sound when you close the door. Do you think this is wiring to the speakers or a ground
issue. Thanks for your help! Hi, i have a ford focus zx4 with a factory sub woofer. I have a
nissan pathfinder. I purchased an aftermarket kit B for it and my stereo is a s Ever since the guy
installed it, my factory lcd either turns off for a day or two, or reboots and i have to set it back to
what kind of car it is in the miscellaneous menu. Does the lcd and stereo need seperate power

or something? I am dumb to this and cant seem to get help from the installer either. But my
problem is that when I initially tested it, it powered on no problem. I have a jeep cherokee and I
have a problem but I dont know what it is. What happened was I plugged my cigarette lighter in
to its slot the the radio shut off immediately and now the radio refuses to turn back on. Ive had
the radio for a couple of years and this has never happened before. I checked the wiring twice I
did everything it said. Yes I unhooked the negative on the battery also. The kit came with a long
red wire that says 12 volt ignition switched on it but has no place to plug it in. I own a chevy
Colorado. I also even returned one radio and got another. I have kenwood kdc-btu. All I can see
is when I check dc before plugging in stereo it shows After I plug into stereo it shows What can
I do? Thanks for your time, David. I have a 93 Toyota Carolla and I went and picked myself up a
radio from the junkyard the other day. I spliced the wires and turned it on and it started up and
worked great. Any help is much appreciated. I have a 03 Pontiac Bonneville and I hooked a new
boss head unit in and it worked great at first. Then the first time I drove it during the day I
flipped by fog lights off and my head unit turned off. I tried turning my fog lights on and off, and
the head unit when on and off with the lights. I have done some guessing on my wiring but have
had no luck. Any ideas please let me know and they will be greatly appreciated! Same with usb,
aux on the mid console between the seats. Someone who knows what I should do to make the
buttons work? Is it problem with some pin in the ISO harness or the canbus? Hi i have an
aftermarket stereo in my car and it was in there alreadyâ€¦now it is not working at all it has
power and wheni turn the key on i hear a faint static pop and thats itâ€¦i thot of removing it but i
didnt and thot i should ask someone firstâ€¦.. Now, when I turn the radio up past a certain point,
the music will cut out and stay out until I power it off then back on but the subwoofer still works.
It clicks into place on one side and just hangs on the other side, which is the side that needs to
stay in place for the whole thing to work , how do I fix this? I hooked it up and the only problem I
have is the red ignition wire. Please help! My Kenwood radio is working and everything, I had
and alternator belt issue and it went outâ€¦ I drove it till it died, I fixed it, and now the radio
works and plays musicâ€¦ However, the screen flashes on and off. If I reset the radio with the
car on then it work better, but once I turn the car off again, the problem persists. Hi I recently
went to change factory stereo system in 04 Kia Sorento. I got the harness and 8 gauge wiring kit
for watt amp. And when i wired it i notice that in door the 6. Old unit had factory amp still
hooked up. Can u please help. Hi I have an android kld 2din with parking camera and the radio
loose the reception after 10 minutes when the engine is running. When the engine is off, radio is
working again and all stations have great reception. Also sometimes when the rpm from engine
is low the radio works again. I have just installed a pioneer deh-xui in a chevy aveo and turned
on the unit put in a CD and it played great for about 5 minutes. Took out the unit to look at the
wiring and the back of the unit was pretty hot anot sure if that has anything to do with it but it
was hot. Not sure what to do at this point. Why does my after market stereo not function when I
turn on my lights at night, during the day when my headlights are off the stereo works fine, how
can I fix this? What are a couple of easy ways to test if it is the speakers or something else, like
the head unit? I brought my Dodge Charger to Chrysler Dealership for problem with car radio.
My radio works fine for 5minutes sometimes a half hour then the audio just shuts off, no sound
and adjusting volume, nothing. But when I stop and turn off ignition for a minute or two. I all
returns to normal unit it happens again. This ridiculous!!! For some reason my mount broke
loose and my head unit came flying out of my dash and the end of the antenna wire broke off. I
tried a second head unit I have that I know for a fact works and it did the same thing. Just
wondering if my antenna wire is the problem. My 95 f alternator keeps going bad 3rd one in 3
months I have 2 mtx terminator subs as well as a watt amp and a watt kicker wiring kit. I also
have aftermarket hid headlights in my truck what is causing my alternators to burn up so easily.
I have a ford ranger. Check the manual to see if dimming is a feature your unit comes with. I
recently got my car fixed because I had a short that was causing my turn signals, windshield
wipers, and so we thought my radio to stop working. My radio would turn on but nothing would
come out, and now that my car is fixed I do not even have power to my radio or my cigarette
lighter. What could be the problem? Hi guys. I am having a really weird problem. I own a Dodge
Stratus. I just took out the old stock system and bought the car specific wiring harness. I wired
it all up according to color codes but when I got done I started my car and then it died after 2
seconds when my stereo turned on. Also none of my guages will work when it fires and the
odometer says no bus. I can get my car to run just fine if I unplug the radio harness. It has
something to do with my radio and I cannot figure out what it is. Help me please? Its an Eclipse
radio. I hope this has not been answered and I missed it? With all the right stuff I thought this
system would sound at least decent, but nope sounds like Sâ€¦ Then I really start researching
my car and found that the DQ was being fed by that horrible Amp connected to the deck, So I
find a Metra Plug to Bypass the amp. You may be able to tap into the signal wire for the oem

amp to use as the input to your sq depending on the voltage of the signal wire. Hi, thanks for
the response. The OEM is the culprit but how do I pass it?? When I plug my six lead into the
back of the sterio and then plug my phone in the sterio turns off?? In my chevy malibu lt i
installed a new headunit and everything is working but when i turn the car off the headunit stays
on and kills the battery what can i do to fix it? Why does it do that? Suzuki Carry Van â€” Can
someone please help me?! Where can I find the wiring diagram for my vehicle? I have a Sport. I
recently added my old amp and sub to it so I can have better sound. When installing the amp
and sub the direction said to connect the blue wire from the sub to the remote wire in the wiring
harness for the deck. Is this true? Hooked up new reciever works fine but when i go to charge
my phone using cig lighter outlet it fet nothing but static please help. Problem 1 is the poor
radio reception for regular radio stations. Buying an aftermarket antenna since stock is a
windshield antenna. Problem 2 is the significant drop of highs overall. Highs sound weaker than
factory stereo. All car speakers are connected well. No EQ setting will fix this. Stuck with this
problem. Now for a few days has encountered a funny problem, with the car ignition ON engine
OFF the player works fine. Again I switch off the engine and switch on ignition only the player
works fine. Ok I have a Pyle double din navigation unit, my screen is solid white now. Any ideas
of what could be wrong or what I should do? I have a Lexus SC, and I bought the car used, it
had 2 previous owners. I wanted to re-do the sound system. I had Best buy geek squad install it.
It works and run except, when I press the receiver firmly or press a button hard on the receiver
it resetsâ€¦ It will still have my custom lighting lit up but the song that I was playing will stop
playing, then it will pick up where it left off 3 seconds later. Almost like the machine is resetting
its self. I just installed a Kenwood DPX after market stereo on my 03 toyota 4runner. The stereo
works great but this morning my truck turned of 2 times. The truck starts right up when I put it
in park and turn the ignition. Any ideas on what could be wrong? Have an o4 Chevy suburban
that has a stock radio,xm radio,and is controlled with my steering wheel and connected to my
on star. As soon as I installed it, it worked fine. I was able to turn up the sound, changed inputs,
every thing was functional. I then paired my iPhone 6 with the blutooth and now it is not
functional. To turn on the stereo I need to press the eject button and do the same to change the
sources. I cannot change songs when the cd I had in there is playing, I cannot eject the CD, and
The volume is stuck at one level. Now the person who installed it just used the wiring harness
that was already on the stereo. Do you think changing it to the Honda wiring harness will make
a difference? I have a toyota Vitz radio which although has its power on, the sound takes a few
minutes to come. Sometimes it takes more than 15min. This happens more frequently in
summer times. Should someone have experienced such problem, please let me know what
might be the problem as I have already had some attempts with my techs but to no avail as the
fault is more like intermittent although very frequent. I have a ford explorers that I took out the
factory stereo and installed the proper wire harness adaptor and installed a jvc stereo. I have a
Mercedes C that I put a Kenwood BTu in, I used a wiring harness adapter and everything turns
on and plays and there is sound from all the speakers. My issue is that the display illumination
is not bright at all. I have turned the display brightness all the way up but when I turn the car on
I cannot see or read the display at all. I do not have the orange or orange black wires attached to
anything. I jut put an amp and subs in my car. I connected the remote turn on from the amp to
the blue and white wire. Should I do something differently? I have a 03 Saturn l, last week my
husband was messing with fuses in our car and now my radio will turn on but no sound will
come out of the speakersâ€¦any ideas how I can fix it? Got stereo fitted into my seat Ibiza mk3.
Works fine when engine is not running. Im having a really hard time connecting my Kenwood.
Dpxu to my saturn vue. I have the speakers connected but am unsure of the constant and
switched 12v connections. As well, i dont know what to do with the remaining wires coming
from the saturn. Im pretty sure they need to go to something, but the Kenwood doesnt have as
many wiresâ€¦. Any help would be super appreciated. Thanx J. I just got a civic lx. I put my
pioneer in with my one sub and amp. I used them in my 05 elantra and they sounded great. I
checked the wiring and the antenna plug-in. Any ideas??? The question remain is: where
should I connect the blue wire which comes out from the wiring harness Power Antenna
Wire??? There are rare occasions that it stays on for about an hour or so. When turning on the
fog lights or headlights, the stereo will light up but still will either not turn on or shut off soon
thereafter. Can you please help with this? Before it was perfectly working, but now whenever i
start the car, supposed to be the screen opens, read and plays music automatically. Can
somebody help me out, i think the problem is the fuse. Play the radio, and through aux port, at
any volume, and it cuts out for half a second and then comes back then cuts out after another 8
seconds. I am leaning towards a problem with the ground? I have a chevy silverado and i just
installed a boss double din touchscreen deck. It turned on right away and everything works fine
on it but then i park my truck for the night and when i get into it in the morning and i turn my

truck on the deck wont come on. I play music from my phone and the closer to the end the song
the song gets cut short and goes right to the next song. The next song does the same thing.
What do you think the problem is? I have the adapter harness all wired up but it receives no
power. All fuses are good, the stock radio works. I installed a Jvc car stereo and the FM was
working but quit within a weekâ€¦. I checked to make sure antenna was connected and it is â€¦. I
have a keenwood system and when i turn up to 20 plus it cuts off and on what could be causing
this. Of my bass when i turn car off i loose time and presets i hooked up radio with wiring
harness matching all color wires my after market radio does have 2 ign wires which i did not
connect because i couldnt figure out what to connect to my cig lighter is constant power with or
without keys. I have a 3 week old Kenwood HU. I heard a pop and smelled something. My radio
now has no power at all and all the fuses in all 3 places are all good, checked twice. What else
can I do? Any and all advice is appreciated in advance! Can you help? Any thoughts? But when
my car is still running it powers off when I open the driver side door. Also my dashboard lights
and tail lights quit working. The first time they quit it was a fuse. But this time the fuses are
good still. I used a multimeter to find the right wires. The sound comes out really faint on the
highest volume level Is it the amplifier? I had Best Buy put in an aftermarket Kenwood unit and
it works fine. Just curious if anyone else has had this problem with their factory stereo. Had a
kenwood double din installed in a shop with amps and speakers and everything worked great
for a couple of months. Then one day the unit turned off for a few seconds and then turned back
on and worked great. Over the next couple of months the random turning off of the head unit
became more frequent and stayed off for longer periods of time. I have noticed that it seems to
turn off at completely random times. It turns off when accelerating, decelerating, sitting in
driveway, car started, car turned to aux power, when its hot, when its cold, the only pattern I
have noticed is the fact that it got worse and worse. My head unit is only 6 mo. Hey, I just
installed a car stereo. I have all the wires hooked up correctly, but it has no power. Any ideas?
Never had a problem too now. I turn off head unit for a little while and turn it back on and
sometimes there will be sound, sometimes not. All the wiring is tightly connected. Hi, I have
recently bought a Ford focus from a car dealership, every thing is fine except the radioâ€¦. It
works fine when the car is still but as soon as I drive off it losses all Power. Thanks in advance
for any advice. I bought a Jensen in dash gps unit and a back up camera to go with it. I had a
professional install. The car is a manual and yes it is in reverse, I am just trying to figure what I
need to do to try and get it fixed. The installer says there is something wrong with the stereo
unit. Anyone heard of this? I think I have a loose wire and i had asked my uncle to fix my system
and he redid the system but I still think I have a loose wire or it may be something else but out
of nowhere the one of the back speackers will stop playing music or there will be no bass out of
nowhere and then after a while the speacker reconnects and you hear the speacker again or the
bass comes back. Any advise? I just had a alpine stereo hooked up in my car. I program all my
stations and set the clock but every time i start the car everything is gone please helpâ€¦.
Hoping someone can help me. I bought an after market car stereo to put in my daughters
plymouth breeze. We unhooked everything, try another brand new stereo the same way and
nothing. We unhooked that and put the factory stereo back in and nothing. We checked all the
fuses and everything there is good so i have no idea what to do next. When I press the button
for Tuner â€” there is no sound â€” not even radio static. The different channels show up on the
display like they should, but the audio is just not there. Hi i just purchased a pyle pldnb78i
double din i wired everything right and my screen pops on sometimes. But most the times just
stay black ihave sound and radio plays but screen want turn on. What could that be??????!
Very confused!!! I tried tu change the HU, but the problem persist. I tried to change the amplifier
and the problem is steel there. It can be a problem with signal wires? Do you have any
sugestions or solutions? Many thanks in advance! It works like powers on it shows the clock
and the buttons work but it wont play any radio stations even though it picks up the channels
when automatically searching or when you put in a cassette it will eject it 5 seconds later aswell
as its Kenwood Cd changer , so i dunno it might be just a lost cause and need a new one or if
one of the wires are wrong some how or its not getting its full 12volts or what ever it takes ,
reply as soon as you can it will help alot. I have a Toyota Highlander. Sometimes they start
working again right away and sometimes they start working in a day or so. It seemed like this
issue was happening more in the summer than now. What do you think it could be? I have
recently bought a Clarion cd,tape and radio all in one. Any ideas how to fix it? Sound is good
out of my stereo, but I have to have it turned up to 50 max to hear it with a decent volume. Are
the pre-outs as loud as using the wires on pigtail of the radio? I have the amp wire connected,
and I verified the amp connection. I have a kingranch and aftermarketsterio when I turn up sterio
it cuts outabouthalf aT then I have to reset deck or shut truck off and turn back on then I have
base again when it cuts out just looses base but highs still work gas jobby fking ranch. How to

install just a car stereo and amp if car has no wires,but have batterie,do I need a converter box
or fuse box to go off the battery. I have a 91 ford ranger and I installed a pioneer radio when I
turn on the head lights the radio goes on and off as well as if the radio has sound it goes on and
off only when the lights are on please help. I have an 88 ford ranger that i recently hooked up a
dual i think thats the right number , the blue lighting on the buttons come on, so its got power to
it, but the clock numbers dont show up and i have no sound coming out. I have a chrysler
crossfire , and tried putting on a pioneer stereo but no sound come out, help? Problem is that
when i play music and put headlights on the Music system gets hanged. No button works at that
time. I bought a Chevy Equinox LS model my radio is the old type I mean is not the screen touch
type but my proble is the woofer is not working I have checked and realized there is no feed
comng to the woofe. Please help me. It also does this during music playback when playing
higher notes. What can I do to correct this problem? After installing new speakers in my FJ
Cruiser the radio would suddenly turn off once in a while, usually after hitting a bump in the
road. I had the test lead connected to the wiring harness plug, so I think the problem must be
with wiring harness plug on the radio. Has anyone ever had to replace a wiring harness plug
because the pins in the plug no longer makes a perfect connection? Installed a new unit in my
Silverado. I am positive I connected wrong first try and blew the fuse. Tried going back to
original unit and still no power. Is there a secondary fuse or in line fuse somewhere other than
the fuse block? The problem is that I have the treble speakers working but the bass do not.
When the warning dings come on like telling me the key is in the ignition or door ajar I have full
stereo all speakers working. When no dings then no radio. Where do I start looking for the
problem. I tried a Big Box store and their guy said since factory radio then need to go to the
dealer. What im askingbis what would i use and how andbwhere would i use it in my maxima? I
have a Passat. After fitting an after market stereo, which allows a reverse camera to be
connected, although I have no camera connected , when I turn on my side lights or head lights,
the stereo goes into reversing mode, and shows a blank screen and stops all music. Basically,
my lights send a signal that I am reversing, and that a camera is connected. How can I stop this
signal from reaching my stereo? I have a double din for my 06 rendezvous and hooked the wire
harness up correctly, comes on and plays movie and all but I have no sound?!? Car battery died
after installing new battery, infinity radio in my crossfire does not have sound, CD changes
tracks, radio changes stations all displays working, balance display changes all functions
except tone has?? I have a 00 monte carlo I installed a aftermarket stereo and I spliced all the
wires correctly to my knowledge, even looked up the stereo wireing diagrame NO POWER what
so ever to the head unit. I unhooked the battery and looked the wires over again and again. The
diagrame says the orAnge wire is 12 v battery and I had test light and checked every wire and
none of them have power go ing to them. Got it working and hooked it up to my tweeters and 6
by 9 speakers as well. Heard a crackling noise coming from the speakers, so i instantly knew it
was a connection error. Took the HU out and corrected the noise and when i went to put my HU
back in a blue wire with a red stripe touched my ground wire. Radio hasnt worked since that
happend. I dont have a voltometer at the moment and have trouble shot everthing i could think
of. My vehicle is a 92 dodge b 5. I have nissan sentra and i bought a slide-out screen it was
working perfect but all now it keeps going off then it comes back on,it does that quit often,i dont
want to get rid of the radio if i can figure out the problem. I bought the wiring harness but the
factory harness has one more wire than it does. It is black with yellow stripe. All works but the
audio. Help plzz! I installed a Sony stereo in my outlander ,I have power but no sound ,do I need
something else? I installed new Sony stereo , every thing works but the sound ,all the wires are
good connected also we tried if we can use the headphone and we no had any sound either so
is not wire or speakers problem.. I am having the same problem did you find out what was
causing your problem I have already or works but no sound coming out of my Kicker box. What
solution will i make for my built in DVD player to work? I have a Toyota Hilux Dual Cab Ute 4 Cyl
Petrol motor -stock standard â€” I hear the radio clearly but with crackling â€” rev the motor
and the crackling stays at the same level â€” are you able to help as to a solution. I have an 89 f
and the original stereo system produced a very low volume which I could not control. So i got
new speakers and the same situation occurred. So I hooked up an alpine and everything worked
on it except it had no sound. The speakers are getting power because i can hear them when the
unit turns on and off, but no sound. I have a 99 Chevy Blazer that had the factory am-fm
cassette player. I checked the original car manual; it said that it could be the CD was dirty or
scratched or it was too hot but I live in Arizona. Two days ago I put in a single din stereo in my
van and it worked great. The next day it had no power, someone told me to pull out the bcm
fuse and put it back in and that fixed it. This is not a very expensive or powerful system. So last
night it did it again, so for the time being it is working. I pulled it out and went threw the wires
and interior fuse connected to the unit and it is fine. Is it just a bad unit or am I missing

something? Have a Ford Taurus the radio would work when in ACC but when its time to start it
actually stops. It has power sometimes but never no sound or anything. Any help. I recently
installed a Pioneer AVHBS and it worked great on the first week but now for about 5 minutes
after I start my car, it keeps uncontrollably changing the input. When I change it back to what I
want it just keeps changing. After about minutes on the road it quits and works normally. Tried
to see if the remote was a problem so we took out the remote battery but it still happens. Had a
friend install it for me but if anyone has suggestions on how to fix it would be much
appreciated! I have a Monte Carlo. I recently installed my front door speakers but when I took
the old ones out, they were melted. So when I installed the new ones in, nothing happened. Do I
need new wire harness? Everything went fine except for mounting it inside the dash. The
factory mount is actually a 5mm flat piece of plastic with a wood grain pattern overlay. There is
nothing on the sides or behind to help stabilize the deck. The factory deck was a generic
cassette player that hardly weighed anything. I know about the various mounting kits available
but have yet to find anything that will help me. Does anybody have any ideas on what I should
do? I am going to assume there is a problem with my alternator but i would like a more detailed
reason as to why this happens as in is my alternator out putting too much power so my amp is
shutting off. Hi I recently bought a double din for a VW Polo 6, after about 6 months my screen
becomes white with no sound while playing music and that sometimes happens when I hit a
speed hump. I tried to reset it, but nothing happens. I have to wait for a few hours or a day for it
to be normal again. Is really stressing. I have a impala ls. Finally I got it working then it
randomly started losing power and shutting off. Then it would turn back on by itself. I thought
maybe the radio was bad so I put factory radio back in. It does the same thing. I can be driving
down the road and it just shuts off then turns back on. Sometimes it can be for a second or two
and other times it can take almost a minute to turn back on. And other times it will just keep
turning on and off on and off repeatedly. The clock resets pretty much every time yet it seems to
save my presets. I took it in to a shop and they insisted it was the module I bought with the
aftermarket radio. But I disagree because it was doing it for a while before installing that
specific module. I originally tried a relocation harness before switching back to stock. Now mind
you, all factory plugs are still intact. I never cut them. Thanks in advance. Then I have to switch
my stereo off for 10 secs and on again and everything plays normal it happens all the time when
I press on my hooter even if I press it for 1 sec. Did you replace the factory head unit with the
Alpine or was there another aftermarket previous to the Alpine? If you replaced the factory radio
did you use also a harness that plugs into the harness you unplugged from the OEM radio to
facilitate the installation of the Alpine? Sounds like you either have the wrong harness because
the yellow wire is constant B and it sounds like it is grounding out and blowing the fuse. The
stereo and speakers are both factory. Try unplugging the power outlets connected to the same
fuse. I was having the same problem and that fixed it for me. Just installed a Jensen which
works fineâ€¦.. The same thing happens if you push anything on the actual face plate,
sometimes it works, sometimes it does nothing or it just reboots the whole thing. I pushed it
once and it restarted, so I pushed it again and held the button until it shut down. Appreciate
your help here. I have a an old nissan micra. The radio is old as the car. A few weeks ago all of a
sudden the radio started to make a beep sound and lose the radio connection. Sometimes if I
switch it off and on again, the radio broadcast again but sometimes it is not. It also changes the
station by itself always to a group of them. Is the radio that is gone or is the antenna that needs
replacement. How do I know? Thanks for your help here. HI, we just purchased a Mercedes
Smart Fortwo vehicle. Dealers just want you to bring the car in for service. After being on line
and doing research I have discovered there is not a SIM card in the stereo. Can you tell me
where to purchase a SIM card for the smart car? Just check for the fuses near the battery and
the ones down on the RHS of the steering. If the appropriate amp fuse is not given, they may be
blown. If no fuse is blown, then remove all the fuses and reconnect them. This should do the
trick. I got my problem solved by this technique. I installed woofer and tweeters in the doors of
my toyota corolla and used an Pioneer amp to power them. Once I hooked the system up I have
alternator noise and a constant buzzing coming from all the speakers. I have it grounded to the
car frame around the window where I scraped the paint off and then drilled a hole and screwed
the grounding wire in. The amp is under the drivers seat of the car and I installed new speaker
wires so that the sound quality and power would be better. Any advice on how to get rid of the
alternator noise and constant buzzing? The Corolla engines do not possess a large alternator.
Even though you have an amplifier it does not change the amount of power that the alternator
puts out. The wind is from the alternator being overloaded. An alternator with larger coils or a
bigger rating will not whine like yours is. I suggest getting a larger powered alternator. I can see
why it would be important to read why the head unit might not have sound. Another solution
would be to watch videos about it. Hi Joe, I have similar issue with my factory stereo in a

Landcruiser. Start car,turn radio on and sometimes no sound but minutes later normal
reception comes on. Then sometimes it works as normal,but issue seems to be happening more
frequentlyâ€¦.. A strong local station I have checked antenna connection and it appears to be
good, I can listen to am stations and when I disconnect antenna it goes out. So i have a 95
Nissan pathfinder, and an aftermarket boss stereo installed. Sometimes when I disconnect the
antenna cord thing. The cord that has a metal thing on it, supposed to be a ten thing or
something it starts working again. But then when I turn my car off and then back on when I get
into it, it stops lighting up again. All the wires are connected properly. I installed a double din
head unit in my 15 dodge dart several months ago, and it was loud clean etc then all of a
sudden it went to distortion what could cause this â€¦.??? I just bought a used Ford exposition.
And the car drives great. But the radio doest work!!! I back tracked to all the fuses under the
dash and in the Good, but the fuses checked out!!! Anyone have any suggestions? I have a
Mercury mountaineer. I had transmission work done about a year ago. The radio plays only one
station because the display screen does not come up so I can change stations. I bought my
head unit around that time too. I put in new door speakers last summer. Recently my speakers
slowly start getting quiet, and then they just stop working all together. Anyone ever had similar
issues? I have a crimefighter touch screen stereo and was working fime up untill today. Every
time i turn it on it just goes straight to the camera and wont change or it will turn on with a thud
through the speakers then static then switch off and do it all over again. I have a Nissan Altima.
I installed a 2-Din JVC radio. I noticed that sometimes when my headlights come on, the
speakers shut off. I turn the radio off and off; and the speakers work like normal. After this
started to happen to my speakers, I disconnected both wires. Yet the same thing still happens.
Not sure why. I have grand am.. My problem is where the deck goes right above it is a over
hanging part of the dash, I need my deck to come out about 3 inches. Do you know of any kits
or ideas on how I can do this? A very nice write-up, thanks for that. I have a different issue
though, if anyone has encountered this I would appreciate any tips. If I turn the gain for the rear
speakers all the way down on the amp, my car stereo goes into protection, I have to unplug
everything and plug it back to get it working again. Thanks, Dan. Ok so I installed a Dual radio in
my 02 jeep grand Cherokee and I bought the right wiring harness and matched all the colors but
only my rear speakers work. Just installed an aftermarket ken wood deck, in a Sunfire. What can
be causing this issue? Question I have a JVC kw-vbt and the system has been working fine, this
morning I started up my vehicle and no sound was coming out of the speakers. About 10
minutes into my commute to work, it started playing around again. It delays sound minutes after
starting up and I have no clue what this could be.. I listened to the rears and they are still
thumping, but there are no vocals coming through, I even replaced them today, but still nothing.
After installing, the radio is working fine, but there is some background noice. How to fix? The
bluetooth connection to mobile phone is in and out and on the unit it differents between phone
and audio playback. Connecting to one but not the other. Phone is connected, but the audio
playback is not possible, because the choise ON is disabeld. What to do? I have not found any
solution in the manual. I have a Civic. Bought it brand new and had an aftermarket system
installed shortly after I purchased the car. Currently have a Pioneer head unit. Boston Acoustic
front and rear speakers, 10 inch sub, and a 4 channel amp. Speakers and amp are originally
bought in My issue is the amplified audio from my speakers cuts off and on randomly. Stays
mainly off. It is the front and back speakers. When they cut off the only thing on and working is
unamplified sub. The transition from on to off, and back on when it happens, is quick and crisp.
Almost like a switch! Very clean transition. The head unit was replaced a few months before this
started to happen. Any advice would be appreciated! Run speaker wires directly to your
amplifier. Some cars have a speaker distribution box that has a small capacitor connected to
either the positive or negative side of each speaker wire! This prevents factory speaker overload
when you crank the radio up too high. I know this is going to be a pain in the ass but, you must
take every panel off and run the NEW speaker wires you can get either 16 or 18 gauge wires for
6X9 speakers, and 12 gauge speaker wire for the sub-woofer s! You changed-out your head unit,
you now must also change out your speaker wiring and connect it directly to the 4 chan. Hi, I
have a Ford Escape When I press the eject button on both the cd or cassette the display light
turns on. The it turns off.. I does not give me any sound. It takes the CD and ejects the CD. Any
suggestions? Is also warning lights coming on now and again also a symptom of bad current
on a vw polo? I have a infiniti i I installed my pioneer radio about 2 months ago and everything
worked perfectâ€¦ Bluetooth connection, radio, aux, etc. Then I get in my car today and my
phone connects to my radio but will not play sound Samsung Galaxy Emerge even connected
Bluetooth to another phone iPhone 6s. I had just been playing music 5 minutes before then I got
out of my car and came back then no sound. I tried to play the radio and the sound works fine!
Did I miss something? I have a chevy trailblazer luxury addition with on star. Do I need

something special to make it work since I have the on star and controls on my steering wheel? I
thought maybe it was the radio, but I tried my factory and it turns on but no sound now too.
Everything works perfect before I tried to hook up my aftermarket. Xdm Powers on plays radio.
HELP pleaseâ€¦? It has worked great since we bought the car until a month or so ago. When we
listen to the radio, everything is fine and it sounds good. Any ideas what is causing this and
how it can be fixed? Thanks for any help you can offer. Just bought an Opel Insignia with a
AC83xx corex4 unit replacing the original one. The issue i have is that the former owner
changed the language to Portuguese b4 switching headunit. This results in me having the
OnBoardComputer not changing language while changing it on the AC83xx corex4. I have my
pioneer after market radio installed and it works great while the car is on but once you turn it
over in idling mode the radio turns off, does the same thing if I turn my car lights on as wellâ€¦.
What could be the issue here? Can I switch out my factory Mono stereo with the Monsoon. I
know the monsoon amp has way to many wires to switch with my factory mono amp but can I
just switch the deck. The sound intermittently drops out of the right channel. In My Ford ranger
xlt. The deck i installed is only powering on when the headlights turn onâ€¦. Any Ideas? I have a
Toyota Tacoma. Ive had an aftermarket Kenwood head unit installed on the truck for at least 6
years now. Recently, I was on a road trip towing a trailer with a 4-pin adapter plugged into the
tow harness. While traveling, my radio, aux, bluetooth, or cd mode never played any music. My
head unit had power and would even beep through the speakers when the source was changed.
When I dropped the trailer and unplugged the adapter, music started playing again? Some time
went by and this music stopped playing again. This time I wasnt towing. This particular time, I
noticed an audible noise, like a white noise coming from the speakers, but no music would ever
play in any mode. I simply took the head unit out and unplugged it and it started playing music
again. Several weeks later, it happened again. No audible noises from speakers, still beeps from
the speakers when I switch modes, still has power. I have a crv and just recently had a battery
with a dead cell. I took out the stereo and it still makes the sound and while the car is off i cant
lock the car automatically. Does anyone know what i might have done wrong? My sub in my
Lincoln navigator was working jus fine a wire touched n now it sounds funny can you help.
While driving the unit will all of a sudden increase volume to max. I am wondering if it is a bad
steering wheel control adapter. Anyone hear of anything like this? Hi guys, I need help with my
Mitsubishi Lancer Does anyone has any clue about what might happen?! Thank you very much.
When I have the stock radio in, music plays loud and clear. But I put in my aftermarket radio and
no music will play but I have power to the radio. I put my stock radio back in and it still plays
music. I made sure the Fuses were good and a double checked all the wires and made sure they
were all hooked together. Worked perfect for six months but now when I turn the ignition off and
the power antenna retracts there is a problem. During the last 5 seconds of the retraction there
is a very loud noise coming from the speakers. When the antenna is all the way down the noise
stops. The radios work great until the power antenna is almost all the way down. I just installed
a brandless android head unit. But when ever i start the car. The unit becomes mute and i must
have to reset the unit for it to have sound. Please help me fix it or tell me what to do. The reason
why i bought it is because i wiuld like to use spotify. But i cant use it because the unit does not
allow spotify to draw over other apps. And the most annoying is that i have to reset the unit
every time to be able to get sound. I installed a pioneer avh in my ram with an aftermarket
harness that it required and now if I put truck in reverse the stereo turns off once in drive it
comes back on. Also if I hit a large bump it will turn off and sometimes does not come back on
until I turn truck off and turn truck back on. Sometimes it cuts off just randomly, at first I
thought it was because it was too loud but the other day it did it when the volume was lower.
Just for clarification the radio powers off and comes back on usually none of the settings are
lost. Any idea wtf is going on? Hi, I installed my aftermarket CD player in my truck, now when I
turn my key the truck starts without turning the key all the wayâ€¦â€¦. I have a JVC kwbt
installed in my passat. I used the PAC rp4-vw11 steering wheel control interface. The radio
keeps randomly rebooting. When I first installed it would reboot, seconds later reboot again. All
week last week it did not do it a single time. Then today it did it all day. Updated the stereo
firmware, double checked all of my wiring. Did you get your problem solved? Audio dealer is
replacing the unit next week. I replaced my old am fm casett raido in my f have power but no
sound the new jvc am fm cd player can you help thanks tim. Hey everyone I have a 99 Jeep
Grand Cherokee limited that has the aftermarket all hooked up but will only play in radio mode
but nothing else will play such as Bluetooth aux or Pandora. Any solutions? Am I missing a
wire? I took out the old radio. Installed the aftermarket kenwood. Checked wiring with test light.
All good. I am getting nothing to my kenwood. I used, Kenwood head unit, dash adapter kit,
wiring adapter and antenna adapter. I tried without the aftermarket wiring adapter, got nothing.
Then rewired with the wiring adapter, that is suppose to resolve the anti theft problem and still

get absolutely nothing. All fuses are good. Everything works fine for about 5 minutes then my
speakers start to crackle then squeal. What is causing this? All current features were to remain
available with the addition of another interface with touchscreen options allowing for streaming
and more bluetooth options. The aux option is no longer showing in the menu options and this
is the only way to use the 2nd interface. Not sure of the problem. Any assistance you can
provide would be appreciated. Hello, I installed an aftermarket unit in f with harness. It flashes
when plugged in but does not come on? What do I need to check? Hi guys, can any one please
tell me why the radio or the cd player on my car mercedes benz not turn on except when I put
the car in a reverse! A Jeep Cherokee latitude. Like it has no power. Hi I have a subaru impreza
and have a problem with a new stereo. I have plugged everything in and the stereo seems to
have power as it loads and ejects CDs but then the power will go off. Also I can press the
display button and it briefly tells me the time then goes off after 30 seconds? Help please. Hello,
first thing to check is wiring. Did you use a scosche, metra or wire harness that adapts the
aftermarket head unit to the wiring of your truck? Trying to install an aftermarket radio in my
Dodge ram , checked all the wiring, and it is connected correctly, but the constant wire is
getting zero power. Checked the fuse box, and it was fine, there are no tears in the wire either,
any ideas? Installed a amp and a sub. Could I have tripped the anti theft feature on the car? Or
what else could be wrong? And how to fix it please. Originally thought it was the wire harness
but all seems to be in order even has a canbus attached to it so avoids having to rewire the
ignition live. The OEM quadlock is missing the two smaller blocks inside it. Rumour has it the
additional wiring for these non existent speakers is on the factory wiring loom but hidden away.
Would you be able to advise on this? I have the stock 22gauge in the front and 16 gauge in the
back, the front sounds ok. But the back sounds muffled and low volume, shouldnt it have more
current running through the 16 gauge wire and thus more power to make it louder. I dont have
my amp wired yet. Your issue is with one of two things: 1. The head unit â€” if your head unit is
powering your system it may not be pushing enough power to all 4 channels. Hope this helps!
Also I can connect my phone and play music off my phone over the back speakers? Is it wired
wrong? I have a 06 Chevy Tahoe. Tv in the back on turn on either. Any idea what is happening?
Once it started it would not shift out of second gear. But it seems very odd that if the radio is
doing something the car messes up. Have you ever heard of anything like this happening. Hi I
bought a Target model car screen, everything works fine but the display lighting of the buttons
does not work Anyone know how to solve this problem? Hi i have a ford ranger as i was
installing a aftermarket radio i plugged it in and it worked i unplugged it to add some aditions
few items to it and plugged it in to see that it had no power the fuses are not blown but yet no
power what could be a issue. My Mini Cooper original factory radio stopped working, except for
the CD player. The CD player still plays perfectlyâ€¦ just, nothing else. All of a sudden my 01
Silverados kenwood radio gets louder or clearer when I turn off my engine. Username or Email
Address. Remember Me. Car Audio Troubleshooting. Kameron Scott 7 min read. Last updated
on November 19th, at am Page Content. See our Affiliate Disclosure for more info. Possible
Solution: Many cars have built in amplifiers that require a 12v signal to be sent in order to turn
on the Amplifier, most common being Bose, Infinity, and JBL. Possible Solution: First off, check
your wiring. If you have a voltage meter or a test light, test the ground black , constant 12v
yellow , and accessory 12v red wires to make see if you have the correct voltage in the correct
wires, as well as a good ground. Constant will always be 12v, whether or not your car is on.
Make sure to use your ground, as well as another ground like the frame or body of the car while
testing your constant and accessory to test that you have a good ground. If you find that one of
your power wires or ground wires are not correct, check your vehicle wire diagram and make
sure you have the correct corresponding power and ground wires. If you do not have power,
and you know for a fact your wiring is correct, check the fuses under the dash or under the
hood depending on your vehicle. After finding the location of the fuse, pull it and make sure that
the leads are not corroded and that the fuse has not been broken or popped. If your speakers
randomly stopped working and you noticed that your amplifier is in protection mode, there are a
few reasons why this might have happened. Most aftermarket amplifiers have a protection from
low and high voltage. Vice versa, if your battery is low and the amplifier is not receiving a
constant 12v, it will enter protection mode. Amplifiers will also enter protection mode if there is
a short somewhere. If you have a signal RCA wire that is shorting out, this could be your
problem so check to see if your RCAs are in-tact and not shorted. Also, if one of the output
channels are shorted out, or you have a blown speaker, many aftermarket amplifiers will enter
protection mode. Disconnect all output channels and see if it will return to normal operation.
Problem: Alternator Wine. Possible Solution: If you hear a wining noise that fluctuates with the
RPMs of your vehicle, and lessens when the car engine is turned off, you are dealing with
Alternator Wine. There are a few solutions to this problem: Wire in a Capacitor. A capacitor is

made to curve the spikes in power from the battery to the Amplifier, to create consistent 12v
power. Adding a capacitor with the correct farad, in some cases, will curve your amplifier power
drawing spikes enough to limit headlight dim. The rule of thumb farad â€” wattage conversion is
1 farad to every watts. Upgrade the Alternator. Replace your battery to a newer, bigger batter to
handle more power and load. Although this might not fix the problem it might help. Add an
Auxiliary Battery: Wire in a completely separate battery to power just your stereo. This will
lessen the load on your engine battery and sometimes will fix your headlight dim. Possible
Solution: If you installed a new head unit in your car, and you're now noticing that your car's
radio has an abnormal amount of static, you may have wired the unit incorrectly. Here's what
you should look for: Pull out the new car stereo to gain access to the wires again. Look for a
blue wire on the aftermarket head unit and ensure that it's connected to a corresponding wire
within your vehicle's wire harness. Without the power, your vehicle's antenna is significantly
less powerful and will result in static. Possible Solution: If you recently installed a stereo with
an amplifier s and subwoofers, your alternator and battery may not be powerful enough to
handle the additional power that's being pulled when your stereo is turned to high volumes.
Check your battery â€” is your battery fresh? Have one of your local auto stores like O'Reilly
Auto Parts do a load test on it. Your battery may be on its way out. Compare the output of your
alternator with the power demands of the stereo or components that you added to your car. You
may need an upgraded alternator. Get a capacitor â€” capacitors store battery to curve the
power demand spikes on your battery and alternator. This can help tre
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mendously but requires you to buy and wire in an additional component to your system.
Installation Information. He began assembling lists of products, how to's and more, testing
products in his garage and reviewing them as he installed them on customer vehicles. The goal
was to give people easy access to quality car audio and electronics and tech so that you don't
have to spend hours researching something like a car speaker. Between and he worked as a
Digital Product Manger at Motor Trend, working directly with the key editorial members like Mike
Floyd and Ed Loh to build meaningful web experiences tailored to the automotive enthusiast.
Today he's still assembling lists, testing products and writes articles along with the few
members of CarAudioNow's experts that he trusts. Apart from being the founder of
CarAudioNow, he's the primary editor and contributor as well. Related posts. Car Audio
Troubleshooting , Learn. Jumpstarting Your Car in 10 Easy Steps. Car Speakers â€” Why They
Blow.

