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This convention continued on with the second generation version, which was also badged Kia
Shuma and Kia Spectra. The first-generation Kia Sephia is the first car that was actually
designed by Kia with their own chassis. The car was presented in September to replace the
aging Capital , which was rapidly losing market share. The Sephia proved quite successful,
selling over , in its first full year in the home market In the United States, sales began in late for
the model year. This was the first Kia to be exported to the US. Kia licensed the engine design
from Mazda, but manufactured it themselves. It was launched in Europe in the spring of as the
Kia Sephia in some markets and in others, including the United Kingdom, as the Kia Mentor. It
was similar in size to best-selling European small family cars like the Ford Escort , but was
priced similarly to smaller cars like the Ford Fiesta. In Brazil, the car went on the market in
March It was only offered with the 1. Kia presented a conceptual convertible version of the first
generation Sephia, which was named "Kia Sephia Cabrio" at some auto shows. The
Sephia-derived Timor S5 series was meant to become the national car of Indonesia , and was
sold there in the mids. Timor also had plans in place for an "SWi" station wagon and a "SLi"
limousine. Between June and July , 39, cars were imported. Escaping import tax, luxury tax, and
an import surcharge meant that the Timor was sold at half the price of a comparable Toyota
Corolla. In , the Sephia was completely redesigned as a four-door sedan and five-door liftback,
this time in-house by Kia itself with help from Mazda. Kia used a DOHC 1. In South Korea, the
Sephia label was retired in and replaced by the Spectra. The Sephia production totals were , The
North American market received the Sephia sedan for the model year. For the model year, the
liftback variant was launched, sold under the name " Kia Spectra ". The Sephia sedan and
Spectra liftback continued to be sold alongside one another until the model year updates were
introduced. As part of this update, both body variants were facelifted, and the range was
rationalized under the single "Kia Spectra" name. The Spectra liftback was also assembled in
Malaysia between and The second generation Sephia sedan and liftback were badged "Mentor"
in Australia [10] when released in May From June , [11] following the change of distributor in
Australia to Ateco, [10] Kia discontinued the sedan variant and rebadged the liftback "Shuma".
When the car was facelifted once more in May , [10] Kia rebranded it once more to "Spectra".
Although the Sephia's successor, the Kia Cerato , was released in , this replacement vehicle
was still named Sephia for Latin America until , [ citation needed ] when it was discontinued in
favor of the name Spectra, as used in North America. Some models of the first generation Kia
Rio, were sold in certain countries of South America, such like Colombia, as "Sephia Taxi"
already prepared with the legal requirements to work as Taxi cabs, including the yellow body
paint. The Sephia Taxi came with the smaller displacement engine for that body 1. Some models
of the Kia Forte , were also prepared to be sold as taxi cabs for certain countries of Latin
America. The Grand Sephia has the smaller displacement engine available for that body 1. From
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Compact MPV. Carens RS. Carnival KV-II. Bongo Wide. Bongo Frontier. Granbird I. See also:
List of Kia vehicles. City car. Visto MXL. Picanto SA. Picanto TA. Picanto JA. Ray TAM. Pegas
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Optima MG. Optima TF. Optima JF. K5 DL3. Stinger CK. K8 GL3. K9 I KH. K9 II RJ. Subcompact
SUV. Sonet QY. KX Cross UC. KX3 KC. KX3 SP2. Seltos SP2. Niro DE. Sportage SL. Sportage
QL. Sportage Zhipao NP. Mid-size SUV. KX7 QM. Sorento BL. Sorento XM. Sorento UM. Sorento
MQ4. Telluride ON. Mohave HM. Venga YN. Soul AM. Soul PS. Soul SK3. Carens UN. Carens RP.
Carnival VQ. Carnival YP. Carnival KA4. Granbird II. Compact car. Mid-size car. Full-size car.
Subcompact CUV. Compact CUV. Mid-size CUV. The Sephia will never be called a great sedan,
but for some, it might prove to be a good bargain. The Kia Sephia is proving itself a contender

in the compact sedan market, greatly aided by its extreme affordability. Two trim levels are
offered and both come equipped with a 1. A responsive four-speed automatic is optional. The
upgraded LS adds air conditioning, power windows and door locks, bodyside moldings, tilt
steering wheel and a driver's seat cushion tilt feature. Buyers can add wood grain dash
appliques, a rear spoiler and floor mats to any Sephia, but goodies like cruise control, alloy
wheels, power mirrors and ABS are limited to the more expensive LS. Upscale styling tweaks
make Sephia appear more expensive than a car this cheap has a right to look. Even build quality
ranks high for a vehicle in this class, based upon our experience. Slam any one of the four
doors and you will be rewarded with an impressive "thunk" usually reserved for Hondas and
Toyotas. Oddly, however, Kia often scores well below average in terms of initial quality
according to J. Power and Associates, as reported by owners of the car. The Sephia is certainly
not a performance car, despite its optional rear spoiler, but the motor makes a decent ft-lbs.
This allows the 2,pound Sephia to scoot away from stoplights with authority, but the engine
doesn't generate much passing thrust at higher rpms where the engine makes more racket than
power. Boasting a capable, Lotus-tuned suspension, Sephia is severely hampered by cheap
original equipment tires, which are noisy and make for sloppy handling in the twisties. Perhaps
the Sephia's greatest strength, aside from a low price and extensive warranty package, lies in
its roomy interior, which, according to Kia, is larger than the Honda Civic and Toyota Corolla,
among others. With a truly useable rear seat, four adults can fit with a minimum of contortion.
Sephia offers better up front, out-of-pocket value than many competitors. But, is that enough to
sway buyers? Unimpressive mechanicals and a bad rep for quality will, for some
penny-pinching consumers, be offset by the low price and great warranty. The Sephia would
never be called a great car, but for some, it might prove to be a good bargain. I have nothing to
say but good things about my KIA Sephia However the car is dependable and just kept going
without major issues. Very economical on gas. It was basic, manual transmission, locks and
windows, but that never bother me. Four years and 60, miles later, I have no complaints,
although the older I get, the more uncomfortable the sparse interior gets. One great plus -- we
live in a bad neighborhood, and our car is tough to break into. We've definitely gotten our
money's worth out of it! I knew that I was not buying a luxury car, so I didn't expect it to be
comfortable. But I did expect that for 20, with interest my Kia Sephia would be reliable. My car
has failed on me 10 times in the past two years, all ten times the problem being my battery My
dash lights also go out on occasion which really sucks because it's usually nice to know how
fast you are going. My Kia stinks. Write a review. See all 58 reviews. Available styles include 4dr
Sedan 1. Consumer ratings and reviews are also available for the Kia Sephia and all its trim
types. Overall, Edmunds users rate the Sephia 3. Edmunds consumer reviews allow users to sift
through aggregated consumer reviews to understand what other drivers are saying about any
vehicle in our database. Detailed rating breakdowns including performance, comfort, value,
interior, exterior design, build quality, and reliability are available as well to provide shoppers
with a comprehensive understanding of why customers like the Sephia. Edmunds experts have
compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the Kia Sephia and all model years in our
database. Our rich content includes expert reviews and recommendations for the Sephia
featuring deep dives into trim levels and features, performance, mpg, safety, interior, and
driving. Edmunds also offers expert ratings, road test and performance data, long-term road
tests, first-drive reviews, video reviews and more. This review was written by a member of
Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers. Our team drives every car you can buy. We put
the vehicles through rigorous testing, evaluating how they drive and comparing them in detail
to their competitors. We're also regular people like you, so we pay attention to all the different
ways people use their cars every day. We want to know if there's enough room for our families
and our weekend gear and whether or not our favorite drink fits in the cupholder. Our editors
want to help you make the best decision on a car that fits your life. Simply research the type of
car you're interested in and then select a car from our massive database to find cheap vehicles
for sale near you. Once you have identified a used vehicle you're interested in, check the
AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews, and find out what other owners paid for
the Kia Sephia. Edmunds has deep data on over 6 million new, used, and certified pre-owned
vehicles, including rich, trim-level features and specs information like: MSRP, average price
paid, warranty information basic, drivetrain, and maintenance , features upholstery, bluetooth,
navigation, heated seating, cooled seating, cruise control, parking assistance, keyless ignition,
satellite radio, folding rears seats ,run flat tires, wheel type, tire size, wheel tire, sunroof, etc.
Edmunds also provides tools to allow shopper to compare vehicles to similar models of their
choosing by warranty, interior features, exterior features, specifications, fuel economy, vehicle
dimensions, consumer rating, edmunds rating, and color. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask
most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And from a financial

perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan
in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive
option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car
every three years or so. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Home Kia Kia Sephia.
Review Features Save. View Photos. Appraise this car. Unrefined drivetrain, weak tires, cheap
interior materials. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Edmunds' Expert
Review The Sephia will never be called a great sedan, but for some, it might prove to be a good
bargain. The Sephia features new safety items such as child seat anchors, front seatbelt
pre-tensioners and an emergency internal trunk release. Changes for the model year also
include dual visor vanity mirrors, a coin tray and a gas-cap tether. Sponsored cars related to the
Sephia. Most helpful consumer reviews 3. People who viewed this also viewed 3. The Edmunds
experts tested the Sephia both on the road and at the track. You probably care about Kia Sephia
fuel economy, so it's important to know that the Sephia gets an EPA-estimated 23 mpg to 24
mpg, depending on the configuration. And then there's safety and reliability. Learn more. To
determine whether the Kia Sephia is reliable, read Edmunds' authentic consumer reviews,
which come from real owners and reveal what it's like to live with the Sephia. Look for specific
complaints that keep popping up in the reviews, and be sure to compare the Sephia's average
consumer rating to that of competing vehicles. There's a lot to consider if you're wondering
whether the Kia Sephia is a good car. Safety scores, fuel economy, cargo capacity and feature
availability should all be factors in determining whether the Sephia is a good car for you. Check
back soon for the official Edmunds Rating from our expert testing team Learn more. Other
versions include: 4dr Sedan 1. If you're interested in the Kia Sephia, the next question is, which
Sephia model is right for you? Sephia variants include 4dr Sedan 1. What do people think of the
Kia Sephia? Edmunds Expert Reviews Edmunds experts have compiled a robust series of
ratings and reviews for the Kia Sephia and all model years in our database. Our Review Process
This review was written by a member of Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers. Which
Kia Sephias are available in my area? Can't find a new Kia Sephias you want in your area?
Consider a broader search. Why trust Edmunds? Should I lease or buy a Kia Sephia? Check out
Kia lease specials. Sign Up. The Sephia will never be called a great sedan, but for some, it might
prove to be a good bargain. The current Kia is bigger, stronger and more enticing than ever
before. Two trim levels are offered and both come equipped with a Kia-built 1. The Sephia is a
Korean product, but unfairly suffers the stigma attached to all autos from that country,
depicting Korean cars as unreliable garbage. Thank Hyundai for that image, the first Korean
automaker on U. And Daewoo, who in unleashed a reliability nightmare, called the Pontiac
LeMans, on the American public. The crummy Hyundais are history and the LeMans died at the
end of Meanwhile, Kia was sending us small Fords, called the Festiva, which consistently
ranked among the most reliable compact cars available. We've determined that Kias are a step
above other Korean cars; now the reasons you should consider one. Base equipment levels are
rather impressive; front and rear stabilizer bars, dual exterior mirrors, theft-deterrent system,
rear defogger, remote fuel release, and fabric upholstery come standard. Dual airbags, a
powerful engine, capable suspension and styling tweaks make it look more expensive than a
car of this price has a right to look. Even build quality ranks high for a vehicle in this class.
Slam any one of the four doors and you will be rewarded with an impressive "thunk" usually
reserved for Hondas or Toyotas. The Sephia is certainly not a performance car, despite its
optional rear spoiler, but the 1. Combined with its 4. We also like to see Kia replace the Sephia's
factory Hankook tires with a more respected brand that offers superior all-around performance.
Perhaps the Sephia's greatest strength lies in its roomy interior. With a truly usable rear seat,
four adults can fit easily and five will manage as long as the rear-seat passengers are close
friends. The company is slowly expanding, taking a lesson from the massive expansion that
Hyundai embarked upon in the late '80s, only to see sales and quality suffer in the early '90s.
Kia doesn't want to have a poor image to overcome, so they are taking their time. Take yours,
too, and test drive a Sephia. We think you'll be pleasantly surprised. Available styles include LS
4dr Sedan, and 4dr Sedan. Doing so could save you hundreds or thousands of dollars.
Edmunds also provides consumer-driven dealership sales and service reviews to help you
make informed decisions about what cars to buy and where to buy them. Simply research the
type of car you're interested in and then select a used car from our massive database to find
cheap prew-owned vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used vehicle you're
interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews, and find out
what other owners paid for the Used Kia Sephia. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most
people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And from a financial
perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan
in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive

option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car
every three years or so. Check out Kia lease specials Check out Kia Sephia lease specials.
Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Review Features Save. View Photos. Appraise
this car. Unrefined drivetrain, weak tires, and some cheap interior materials. Other years. List
Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Edmunds' Expert Review. Vehicle overview. The
Sephia has improved seat fabric, a new audio system and two new colors for Read more. Write
a review See all 70 reviews. I had one of these for driving to school and work. It wasnt real
fancy, but thats fine because if I wanted luxury I wouldve bought a cadillac or something of that
nature. The KIA Sephia is a simple commuter car, nothing more or less. Its got a basic 4cyl and
doesnt have a whole lot of horse power but it'll get you where youre going. My Sephia was
undyingly reliable and never put me in a pinch after all the abuse it took from me learning how
to drive manual on it and generally just driving the thing like I stole it. Read less. I mostly like
the car, it has some parts and accessories that seem very cheap to me. It is good on gas. Every
time I am near time for an oil change, I run through oil a lot. The brakes seem to squeak all the
time especially when it rains. I even put new brakes on and it still squeaks, sometimes very
loudly. When I first got the car it needed a new blower motor. I had the dealer put in one and
there was a problem with it making a lot of noise. They replaced it two more times. Now it's
been a year and I have to replace the blower motor again. I enjoy the handling of my Sephia.
Turning around in small
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areas is a snap. The seats are nicely padded. The comfort of driving it long distances without
feeling stiff has been wonderful. Accelerating onto a highway is great. The trunk really holds a
lot. Passengers have felt comfortable. It is great on gas. It has been very reliable. I just love
driving it. My husband and grown daughter enjoy driving it when I will let them. I got my KIA as
a birthday present in April of this year. A lot of people laughed I learned to drive you know the
kind of wear that does in it. I have YET to be in a more comfortable-to drive, car. Sophie-my
Sephia-loves to go fast. If not it takes about 10 miles. My cd player is broken. The hood has a
few minor dents-flimsy metal-door handle seems to be loose on pass. All in all, she does what I
need and more. I love my Kia. See all 70 reviews of the Used Kia Sephia. Write a review. IIHS
Rating. Side Impact Test. See full safety scores. People who viewed this also viewed 4.
Sponsored cars related to the Sephia. Sign Up.

