1999 ford expedition heater problems

A Ford Expedition heater that isn't not working properly can create a number of problems with
the heating system. The biggest problem is a bad heater core, but replacing it is a long process
that includes dismantling the Expedition's dashboard. There are other steps you can take to try
to fix the heating system first, especially if the heater core is not the problem. Disconnect the
Expedition's power supply before working on the heating system by unplugging the negative
battery cable. Drain the cooling system, removing the drain plug at the radiator and then the
engine block, letting the coolant pour into a clean container. Inspect all pipes and lines in the
heating system and replace any that are cracked, brittle or leaking. The lines are connected with
quick connect fittings, so press on the taps to release them. Use new seals or O-rings when
connecting the new hoses. Replace the thermostat if it is stuck in either the open or closed
position. To remove it, remove all hoses from the thermostat housing with a ratchet wrench or
pliers, disconnect the upper mounting bracket for the power steering reservoir and remove the
mounting bolts for the thermostat housing with the ratchet. Clean out leaves, bugs and other
debris from the condenser. This can be done with a fin comb or compressed air. Flush out the
heater core if one of the heater hoses is cool. Disconnect the hoses at the firewall and run water
from a garden hose into the core through the opening. If there is still no heat circulation after
you reconnect the hoses, disconnect the hoses completely and flush them. Have the air
conditioning system discharged. Because you are dealing with refrigerant contained at a very
high pressure, this must be done by a professional at a dealer service shop or air conditioning
shop. Remove the instrument panel dashboard from the vehicle. With the steering wheel in the
"Lock" position, pry off all scuff plates, kick panels, trim panels and center console. Disconnect
all ground cables and electrical connectors. Remove the passenger airbag and pry out the
defroster grilles, then remove all screws mounting the panel and lift the panel out with an
assistant's help. Disconnect the heater hoses and the evaporator lines at the firewall by
squeezing the connectors' plastic tabs, then plug the open lines with rubber. Disconnect the
main vacuum line and remove the demister tube, which looks like a vacuum tube with a square,
bristled end. Unscrew the screws holding the bracket above the heater core housing and
remove the bracket. Take off the heater core cover by removing its screws, then pull the core
out, making sure you don't tear the foam material surrounding it. Install the new heater core into
the housing, making sure the foam material is intact. Place the cover and bracket back on the
core and reapply the mounting screws. Reconnect all the lines to the firewall, using new
retainers and O-rings on the connectors. Reinstall the entire instrument panel, refill the coolant,
connect the battery system and have the air conditioner recharged. Step 1 Disconnect the
Expedition's power supply before working on the heating system by unplugging the negative
battery cable. Step 2 Inspect all pipes and lines in the heating system and replace any that are
cracked, brittle or leaking. Step 3 Replace the thermostat if it is stuck in either the open or
closed position. Step 4 Replace the coolant if it is old or contaminated. Step 5 Clean out leaves,
bugs and other debris from the condenser. Step 1 Have the air conditioning system discharged.
Step 2 Remove the instrument panel dashboard from the vehicle. Step 3 Disconnect the heater
hoses and the evaporator lines at the firewall by squeezing the connectors' plastic tabs, then
plug the open lines with rubber. Step 4 Unscrew the screws holding the bracket above the
heater core housing and remove the bracket. Step 5 Install the new heater core into the housing,
making sure the foam material is intact. The thermostat is probably stuck open if the
Expedition's engine takes a long time to heat up. It is likely stuck closed if the engine is hot but
the lower radiator hose is cool. Signs that the heater core is bad include coolant leaking and
pooling into the passenger floorboard, a sweet smell emanating from the vehicle and smoke
coming from the vents. One of the most common and inconvenient problems with the Ford
Expedition is when it has no heat coming from the heater. Not having a functioning heater
makes driving much less comfortable, and can be a sign of certain issues. At the simplest level,
there are two main reasons why the heater is not working. If the heat is blowing, but blowing
cold, it has something to do with the coolant getting to the heater core, or the heater core itself.
At the simplest level possible, the heater works by passing hot coolant from the engine into a
tiny radiator called the heater core. At this point, the blower motor blows air across the it and
the newly heated air blows on to the driver and passengers. If the heater has stopped working in
your Expedition , this process has failed in one way or another. There is almost never a
situation where you would need to take the radiator cap off of the radiator to add coolant. The
exception to that would be when you would have reason to believe that the hose going from the
reservoir to the radiator is clogged. While not having enough coolant may make your engine run
hotter, it can also cause your Expedition to not be able to create enough heat. You can verify
this by checking the coolant level by taking a peek at the overflow reservoir. The overflow
reservoir will be connected to the radiator by a tube coming from the top usually right by the
radiator cap. Some vehicles only have full hot. It does this by allowing water to enter the engine

when it is getting hot, and by keeping coolant from entering while the vehicle warms up.
Sometimes when a thermostat goes bad, it stays stuck open. This allows the coolant to
continuously enter the engine. If your Expedition has a built in temperature gauge, take a look at
it and see if it is in the spot it is normally in after a bit of driving. The heater core itself can go
bad. Over time, they are known to clog and fail. Without the warm coolant going through it,
there can be no heat. A bad heater core can also leak, so watch out for that. There are two
hoses coming to and from the heater core. They both should feel warm or hot to the touch with
the engine on. If one of the hoses is hot, and the other one is cold, that is a pretty good
indication that the heater core is clogged. If the neither hose has any heat, you may have air in
the cooling system, low fluid, or low pressure. If you look at your temperature gauge, and the
engine is running hotter than normal, but there is not heat coming from the heater you may be
having issues with the water pump. Try taking the vehicle out of gear and revving the engine a
little. Also, the serpentine belt going to the water pump going bad can it not turn as fast as it
needs to. But, using the info above about how and why a heater would fail can make it a lot
easier. If there is anything you would like to add, please feel free to leave a comment below. Low
Coolant While not having enough coolant may make your engine run hotter, it can also cause
your Expedition to not be able to create enough heat. Heater Core The heater core itself can go
bad. Water Pump If you look at your temperature gauge, and the engine is running hotter than
normal, but there is not heat coming from the heater you may be having issues with the water
pump. Discussion in ' 1st Gen - - ' started by disvnvet , Nov 25, Log in or Sign up. Ford
Expedition Forum. This site uses cookies. By continuing to use this site, you are agreeing to
our use of cookies. Learn More. No Heat Discussion in ' 1st Gen - - ' started by disvnvet , Nov
25, Nov 25, at AM 1. I am working on daughters Expedition Eddie Bauer with climate control
system and trying to determine what I should fix. When operating the Climate Control Head,
everthing switched to appropriate areas i. Problem: Have very little heat coming from front or
rear. It is slightly warmer than cold and the temp guage is reading normal. I checked the heater
hoses at the firewall and both were hot and blower worked normal. Based on a lot of
suggestions, I have taken off the dash and inspected within. The blend door itself looks fine and
so does the heater core. The blend door actuator is in the full closed position which it would be,
I think, for maximum heat. The below link has a picture of the blend door position and other
pictures of vacuum operated switches that I checked for function. Since the problem is front
and rear, I am beginning to think that I have wasted by time since the problem is front and rear
and not just the front. I have read where others have replaced their water pump and solved their
problem. To be honest, I am lost. If the problem is front and rear could both have failed at the
same time? The air conditioning works fine front and rear. It would also be helpful if someone
can tell me how to check the blend door actuator with a external power source also since the
dash and electrical system is disconnected. Please advise if I should do something else before I
put any money into replacing components that are probably good. I need to proceed quickly
since she was using my expedition until Monday Night when she got hit by a drunk driver. It is
possible now that my car is going to be totalled and she is without transportation and I am
stuck with my Fusion. I thought I covered all the bases before I started but now that I have torn
it down, I am really second guessing myself and thinking that "The further I go, the behinder I
get". Dec 30, at AM 2. Man I feel your pain. I bought my expi just to go to north dakota. Dec 30,
at AM 3. I didn't read in your post that you checked the coolant level. Make sure the system is
full. Also, since you are this far, take the blend door right out and look carefully at the bottom
where it mounts the actuator. Mine was cracked but still worked and failure was not far away.
Last edited: Dec 30, Jan 8, at PM 4. I have the same problem. I changed almost everything
Which one is better for good hot heating or ????? Jan 8, at PM 5. If your engine is stock I would
stick with the factory recommendation. Not sure what it is for your vehicle but they spec it for a
reason. Ford engineers design the engine to run at a certain temperature for reasons of
performance, economy, longevity, and others. Don't second guess them without adequate
reason. A degree stat will heat your vehicle just fine. Jan 8, at PM 6. Jan 8, at PM 7. Had the
same problem with my 99xlt, the first thing I did was change the thermostat Check your anti
freeze level and also the base of the blend door they are notorious for cracking where it mounts
to the actuator. Your going to have to get power to the blend door actuator to ensure the blend
door is funtioning properly while you have the dash a part. Jan 8, at PM 8. These are very
common failures Jan 10, at PM 9. Any resolution on this? Same issue as OP My current issue at
hand is that my rear climate controls in the back seat overhead do not work Can anyone confirm
the relay on that AUX blower is on the pass. Jan 17, at PM You must log in or sign up to reply
here. Show Ignored Content. Share This Page Tweet. Your name or email address: Do you
already have an account? No, create an account now. Yes, my password is: Forgot your
password? Here are some tips on fixing a Ford heater problem. The known problems range

from no heat to heat on one side, low heat and all variations between. Always start by checking
engine coolant level. Low coolant will result in low heat or no heat. If low, add coolant. Next,
check the hoses to the heater core when the engine is hot. Both the incoming and outgoing
hoses should be HOT. The blend door actuator in a late model Ford Heater is an electric motor
with position feedback. It opens and closes the blend door to provide the requested air
temperature. The blend door actuator is controlled by the HVAC controller. The controller also
supplies a 5-volt reference signal to the blend door actuator variable resistor. As the motor
moves, the variable resistor provides a varying voltage reading indicating position. Once
calibrated, the controller knows the variable voltage readings for full open and full close. Before
you start replacing parts, you should know that the controller actually stores trouble codes to
point you in the right direction. The two most common blend door actuator trouble codes are:.
Test resistance on the variable resistor at the actuator Jumper the motor connections at the
actuator with fused battery voltage to move the motor. If you see those voltages when
commanding a temperature change that confirms the controller is working properly. Refer to the
shop manual for the different resistance values. Ford heater blend door actuator wiring
diagram. A problem with the variable resistor inside the blend door actuator, in which case you
must replace the actuator or,. Using a fused jumper wire, provide power and ground to the
actuator using the wiring diagram to see if the motor operates. However, you are risking the
cost of the actuator if the problem turns out to be in the HVAC controller. Buy a new Ford blend
door actuator. They include wiring diagrams and technical service bulletins. In most cases, their
diagrams are right from the factory manuals. Pricing: Eautorepair. So you have to refer to the
factory legends to learn the identification symbols and then refer back to circuit diagrams to
find the splice and ground locations. However, Alldatadiy. If you need to dig into your doors,
dash or console, Alldatadiy. Ford blend door actuator. Find this article useful? Share it! Tags B
B ford heater. Heater problem Ford Expedition 4 cyl Four Wheel Drive Automatic My husband
just put in a new heater core and blender door, and he changed all of the fluids but the heater
still will not wok. Any ideas? Do you. When you turn it on, does it blow air? Just cold? No air? If
you feel air: Feel the heater hoses after it has come to temperaure. Are they both hot or one col
ignition diode
97 oldsmobile silhouette
240v outlet wiring diagram
der? Was this answer. The hose is cold Was this answer. Okay, either there is no coolant air
pocket, flow problem going thru the core, or it is not coming to temperature thermostat. IS the
coolant level remaining the same? You are not having to add any? IF the coolant was crudy to
start with, there may be a restriction. I have seen cores plug right back up, but not immediately
like in this case. Sometimes you can try jacking the front of the vehicle WAY up to help bleed
our an air pocket. Fords can be tougher to bleed out. There is a tool that works well called an
Air-Lift vacuum unit to remove air also. IF the thermostat is stuck open it can take an
exceptionally long time to warm up. Please login or register to post a reply. Related Heater Not
Working Content. Good Heat From Rear Core. Puzzled, Any Ideas? Step by step guide on how
to fix your heater, this information pertains to most cars, trucks and SUV's. No Heat - Heater Not
Working? Sponsored links. Ask a Car Question. It's Free!

