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Sharing its name with the third-generation European Ford Escort , the model line is the first
front-wheel drive Ford developed and sold in North America. Overcoming the tarnished
reputation for quality and safety established by the fuel tank defect of the Pinto, the Escort
became highly successful in the American marketplace. After , the model line became the
best-selling car in the United States, a position it held during most of the s. The replacement of
the Pinto by the Escort was the first Ford model line to adapt front-wheel drive. The Escort was
produced across three generations. Introduced for , the second generation became a near-twin
of the Mazda-designed Ford Laser a model line sold in Asia and Oceania ; sharing a platform
and powertrain with the Mazda , the Escort grew into the compact car segment. The second
generation was also sold as the Mercury Tracer. For , the third generation was an extensive
redesign of the second-generation platform Escort sedan, introducing the ZX2 coupe; Mercury
continued to sell the Tracer sedan and wagon. For the model year, the Ford Focus succeeded
the Escort as the compact model line as a new-generation "world car"; after the model year, the
Escort shifted primarily to fleet sales, ending production after the model year. The first North
American Escort went on sale on October 3, , for the model year, along with its corporate twin,
the Mercury Lynx. The Escort was available with an "SS" package that included blacked-out
trim, a special stripe and decal package, upgraded brakes, and wider tires. The car was
freshened in , and added Ford's blue oval logo for the first time along with a new grille. In March
an HO high output version of the engine was added, originally only in the EXP and with an
automatic transmission, but soon thereafter available with a manual and also in the sporting
Escort GT which had replaced the SS. In addition to the HO engine, the GT featured cosmetic
changes such as "GT" emblems and stripes, while under the shell there were uprated brakes
and a close-ratio four-speed gearbox. For , the GLX model was dropped and replaced with a
fuel-injected LX model, available as a five-door hatchback or wagon, with a GT engine, blackout
trim, and styled cast aluminum wheels. The interior received a new dashboard, and new rubber
shift boots for manual models; automatic models received new gear selector levers with
straight lines for gear selection instead of the twisting "? Although the basic silhouette was the
same, it was almost completely different from the European version, apart from the Ford CVH
engine. There was a 1. It also came with a five-speed transmission, TRX handling package, front
and rear spoilers, metric-sized alloy wheels and fog lights. Also beginning with the model year,
the Ford EXP received the option of the turbocharged 1. GT models featured high output
engines with revised intake manifolds, cylinder heads and real headers available only with
manual transmissions. The Lynx was retired for , but was replaced by the Mazda -derived
"Tracer" model. This Mazda platform was revamped in and debuted as the Mazda Protege. The
Escort saw another minor facelift in mid, which smoothed out the front and rear fascias.
Three-door hatchback models had curving windowlines along the sides towards the rear of the
cars. The engine was also updated with a slightly revised camshaft and roller lifters. The new

design is commonly referred to as the " Finding some popularity during the final three years of
this generation was the Pony model, which was the least-expensive U. Pony models used
plainer interior trim with greater use of vinyl and plastic instead of cloth, and four-speed manual
transaxles were standard, although buyers could opt for the five-speed found in LX models or
the three-speed ATX automatic. The Mercury Lynx is the Escort's twin. Although the Escort was
now essentially a twin of the Laser instead of the European Escort, it kept the Escort name in
North America due to strong brand equity as well as Chrysler already using the Laser name on
the Plymouth equivalent of the Mitsubishi Eclipse. The prior Escort used localized engines and
shared some elements of design with the European model. The Escort for the s, however, was
almost identical to the Ford Laser and its derivatives, with minor differences in appearance and
base engine. While the Laser featured identical powertrains to the Mazda Familia , the Escort
carried over the 1. Much of the external styling mimicked the first generation Ford Taurus. This
generation of the Escort was one of the first Ford automobiles to feature, on the 1. It also
featured a new electronically controlled four-speed automatic transmission, as well as an
independent rear suspension, both at the time relatively uncommon in cars in this class. The
Mazda-based model sold sluggishly in America at first, since only hatchback models were
offered upon its launch, but became popular later by , after the sedan was introduced, available
in either LX or LX-E trim levels. For the â€” model years, Ford offered the Escort on a "one
price" basis, with the same price for a three- or five-door hatchback, a sedan or a wagon when
equipped with the most popular options three-doors quickly added alloy wheels to the "one
price" specification. The Pony departed in , replaced by the "standard" trim level. The LX and
standard or Pony were equipped with the 1. The Pony or later standard was the base trim level,
lacking most features like power steering or a radio. The LX was the upscale trim level, and a
sport package could be added to make it look like a GT. Subtle differences can be noticed in all
three Escort models sedan, hatchback and wagon from to In , the grill oval hall around the
"Ford" emblem became a little larger in order to allow more air to enter under the hood to cool
the engine. A driver's airbag was introduced in as well, and by , both driver and passenger
airbags were standard with the redesigned dash for the model year. The restyle dropped the
hatchbacks and added a new sporty coupe for the model year. The ZX2 was a much lower-slung
and rakish car than both the Escort sedan and wagon, aimed squarely at the youth market as a
replacement for the Escort GT although lacking the its rear disc brake setup and was built
exclusively at Ford's Hermosillo, Sonora , Mexico, assembly plant. The interior was refreshed
for , and the model was retired after It had a completely redesigned dashboard, and included a
panel that unified the heat and radio controls, similar to that of the third generation Ford Taurus.
The Escort ZX2 coupe featured the 2. Intended for use as the base engine in the larger European
Ford Mondeo and its American cousins, the Ford Contour and Mercury Mystique , the Zetec
gave the ZX2 respectable performance, running 0â€”60 mph in 7. There are subtle differences in
the Escort sedan from to For , the reverse lights were moved into the same piece as the tail
lamps; they were previously below the tail lamp on the body. It was offered in The Escort was
offered in a "sport" package as well. The Mercury Tracer's version was called the "Trio" or
"Sport" depending on the year. A basketweave type of wheel was put on the Tracer Trio while a
flower petal pattern was used on the Tracer Sport. The Escort wagon largely retained the same
body style, gaining only the new interior, front end and fascia, side-view mirrors, door handles,
badging, and slightly restyled taillamps and reflectors. The black window frames on the doors
of some models became body-colored. Both the Escort wagon and the Mercury Tracer sedan
and wagon were discontinued after The Escort sedan was discontinued in , but continued to be
sold as fleet and rental cars only. It was replaced by the Ford Focus [ citation needed ]. The last
Ford Escort rolled off the assembly line on February 20, The last ZX2 rolled off the assembly
line on March 21, In Mexico, it was replaced by the smaller Ford Ikon. For , the four-door sedan
was limited to fleet sales only and the Escort moniker on the Escort ZX2 was quietly dropped,
making the car officially just a two-door notchback coupe. The Ford Focus debuted in in the U.
Though the two cars share the same Zetec engine, there are a few differences. Thanks to better
gearing and less weight, the ZX2 continued to outperform the Focus. Production ceased at the
end of the model year. The suspension bushings were not installed at the factory but instead
packaged with the car for installation at the dealership. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.
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is a small family car which was manufactured by Ford of Europe from until The Ford Escort
name was also applied to several small car types produced in North America by Ford between
and In , Ford revived the Escort name for a car based on the second-generation Ford Focus sold
on the Chinese market. The Escort was frequently the best selling car in Britain during the s and
s. A total of more than 4. The first use of the Ford Escort name was for a reduced specification
version of the Ford Squire , a s estate car version of the British Ford Anglia E. The Escort was
as also presented in Europe as the first passenger car to be developed by the merged Ford of
Europe the Transit van having been the first product of this collaboration. Escort production
commenced at the Halewood plant in England during the closing months of , and for left hand
drive markets during September at the Ford plant in Genk. The front suspension and steering
gear were differently configured and the brakes were fitted with dual hydraulic circuits; also the
wheels fitted on the Genk-built Escorts had wider rims. In June , six years into the car's UK
introduction, Ford announced the completion of the two millionth Ford Escort, a milestone
hitherto unmatched by any Ford model outside the US. The Escort had conventional rear-wheel
drive and a four-speed manual gearbox , or three-speed automatic transmission. The
suspension consisted of MacPherson strut front suspension and a simple live axle mounted on
leaf springs. The Escort was the first small Ford to use rack-and-pinion steering. Initially, the
Escort was sold as a two-door saloon with circular front headlights and rubber flooring on the
"De Luxe" model. The "Super" model featured rectangular headlights, carpets, a cigar lighter
and a water temperature gauge. A cc engine was also available in some export markets such as
Italy and France. This tiny engine remained popular in Italy, where it was carried over for the
Escort Mark II, but in France it was discontinued during There was a GT performance version,
with a tuned 1. This version featured additional instrumentation with a tachometer, battery
charge indicator, and oil pressure gauge. The same tuned 1. Later, an "executive" version of the
Escort was produced known as the "E". This featured the same 13" road wheels and flared
wings of the Sport, but was trimmed in an upmarket, for that time, fashion with wood trim on the
dashboard and door cappings. A higher performance version for rallies and racing was
available, the Escort Twin Cam, built for Group 2 international rallying. This engine had
originally been developed for the Lotus Elan. The Escort, driven by Australian driver Frank
Gardner went on to comfortably win the championship. The Mark I Escorts became successful
as a rally car, and they eventually went on to become one of the most successful rally cars of all
time. This gave rise to the Escort Mexico cc "crossflow"-engined special edition road versions
in honour of the rally car. Introduced in November , 10, Mexico Mark Is were built using
bodyshells using additional strengthening panels in high stress areas making them more
suitable for competition. As well as higher performance engines and sports suspension, like the
Mexico these models featured the strengthened bodyshell. Ford also produced an RS model as
an alternative to the somewhat temperamental RS, featuring a 2. This also clocked up some rally
and racing victories; and pre-empted the hot hatch market as a desirable but affordable
performance road car. Like the Mexico and RS, this car was produced at the Aveley plant using
the strengthened bodyshell. All models and were offered in 2 door Saloon, 4 door Saloon and 3
doors Estate versions. The four-door sedan was added in Trim levels were revised after the UK
facelift with just one run of 1. Base and L trims were offered to the end of the Mk I run. Some 1.
Estate versions were mostly imported. The Mk I was produced by Ford Australia from to as a
two- or four-door saloon and as a two-door panel van. Assembly from UK-sourced kits started
in April The last Mk I, a light green cc two-door, was produced on 14 November A total of 14,
units were assembled in Israel, including Escort vans. Sales were helped by the fact that this
generation Escort complied with Japanese government dimension regulations concerning
vehicle dimensions and engine displacement. Only the four-door saloon was offered, and this
was the only generation available to Japanese buyers. The engine displacement contributed to
a lower annual road tax obligation to Japanese buyers which helped sales. The squarer-styled
Mark II [4] version appeared in January The first production models had rolled off the
production lines on 2 December Unlike the first Escort which was developed by Ford of Britain ,
the second generation was developed jointly between the UK and Ford of Germany. Codenamed
"Brenda" during its development, it used the same mechanical components, floorpan and core
structure as the Mark I. The estate and van versions used the same doors, roof and rear

panelwork as the Mark I, but with the Mark II front end and interior. The car used a revised
underbody, which had been introduced as a running change during the last six months
production of the Mark I. The rear suspension still sat on leaf springs though some
contemporaries such as the Hillman Avenger had moved on to coil springs. The car came in for
criticism for its lack of oddments space, with a glove compartment available on only higher end
models, and its stalk-mounted horn. Panel-van versions catered to the commercial sector. The
1. A cosmetic update was given in note that Australia received differing updates - see below ,
with L models gaining the square headlights previously exclusive to the GL and Ghia variants
and there was an upgrade in interior and exterior specification for some models. Underneath a
wider front track was given. Unusual fitments for the range not offered elsewhere on the
Australian Escort included 'dog-dish' steel hubcaps, and high-backed front seats. The initial
powerplants utilized in the Australian Escorts were Ford's 1. Codenamed internally by Ford
Australia as "BC", the Australian Escort range's bodies were modified to fit the larger engine
and a redesigned fuel-tank, which involved the placement of the fuel filler being behind the rear
numberplate. In , Ford Australia standardised the use of the blue oval logo across the Escort
model range. These Escort models are identified by the familiar blue Ford oval in the centre of
the grille and on the right of the bootlid. It also revamped the image of its 'leisure range' by
introducing the Escort Sundowner panel van, positioning it as a youth-orientated lifestyle
vehicle complete with bold body decorations and domed side windows, available in 1. In , Ford
Australia gave the Escort an update, increasing basic equipment levels and standardising
square headlights on L and GL models previously only available on Escort Ghia. These RS cars
certainly looked the part, but were actually powered by the same 2. A total of 2, Australian RS
cars were made. While offered in many model forms, the Escort, like the Cortina , was not
popular on the Australian market, largely due to expanding competition from Japanese imports
and the established preference of Australian drivers for larger six-cylinder vehicles. Unlike the
Australian models, the New Zealand Escort range followed the specifications of the British
models, aside from the use of metric instrumentation. All bodystyles were assembled, including
the estate â€” previously in Mk I guise a built-up import from the United Kingdom. A large
choice of models were available in the NZ Escort range, consisting of 1. A three-speed
automatic transmission was available as an option for most 1. Unlike Australia, the Escort and
Cortina ranges sold well and often topped the car monthly sales lists. An update was given for
the range for , which notably involved the addition of the Ghia model, the adoption of the GL's
square headlights on the lower end models, Ford blue oval badging, and sport wheels on the L
and GL. For , all Ghia models gained standard alloy wheels. The production of British-sourced
and New Zealand-assembled Escorts ended in late Ford dealers offered large price reductions
to shift their remaining Mk II Escort stock when the model was replaced in New Zealand by the
Ford Laser in May , which was a badge engineered Mazda , available in sedan and hatchback
forms. The Escort was a best-seller in the Israeli market, its best year being , when a total of 3,
units were assembled. The line-up included 1. Most were of the four-door variety, and only were
built as a 2-door 1. Assembly ended after 12, units, in April No Ford passenger car was since
then assembled in Israel. Aside from colour-coded hubcaps, most of the equipment differences
were only on the inside with the GL being considerably better equipped. The South African
Escort received the 1. These vehicles had a stronger Kent block cast in South Africa that had
thicker cylinder walls, which was and is still utilised in the Formula Ford series. Nevertheless,
South Africa is now a popular source for re-importing Mk II's back to the UK, since many have
survived in the hotter climate and are therefore not as vulnerable to rust , compared with the
number of good condition European and British built examples rapidly dwindling. Like the Mk I,
many road cars were converted for rally use which further degraded the number of usable
examples for classic enthusiasts. As with its predecessor, the Mark II had a successful rallying
career. A "Sport" model was also produced using the 1. The works rally cars were highly
specialised machines. Bodyshells were heavily strengthened and characterised by the wide
wheelarch extensions, and fitment of four large spotlights for night stages. The Cosworth BDE
engine was replaced with 2. It was complemented by a strengthened transmission, five-speed
straight-cut ZF gearbox, five-linked suspension and more minor modifications. The Mark II
Escort continued its predecessor's run on the RAC Rally , winning every year from to and
racing in a variety of other events around the world. Vatanen won the drivers' title in , again at
the wheel of an RS Ford placed in the top three in the manufacturers' championship for the
sixth year in a row. The 2. Codenamed "Erika", the third generation Escort was launched in
September The car, Ford Europe's second front-wheel drive model, was originally meant to be
called the "Ford Erika", [32] but ended up retaining the Escort name. Some say this was due to
British consumers' reluctance to let go of the "Escort" badge as the first two generations of
Escort had been among Britain's most popular cars, with the Mk II being Britain's best selling

car in , and some say that the Germans were concerned with the song Erika , which was a
famous battlemarch of the German armed forces during World War II. Sales in the United
Kingdom increased, and by it had overtaken the ageing Cortina as the nation's best-selling car,
beginning an eight-year run as Britain's best selling car. Unlike the Mark II, which had
essentially been a reskin of the original platform, the Mark III [4] was a completely new design,
and was conceived as a hi-tech, high-efficiency vehicle which would compete with the
Volkswagen Golf and Honda Civic â€” considered at the time the class benchmarks, and indeed
the car was launched with the advertising tagline " Simple is Efficient ". The Mark III was a
departure from the two previous models, the biggest changes being the adoption of front-wheel
drive and the new hatchback body. The suspension was fully independent all around, departing
from the archaic leaf spring arrangement found on its predecessors. It was Ford Europe's
second front-wheel drive model launch, the first being the smaller Fiesta in The car used Ford's
contemporary design language of the period with the black louvred radiator grille and straked
rear lamp clusters, as well as introducing the aerodynamic "bustle-back" bootlid stump
trademarked by Ford as Aeroback which would be further developed in the forthcoming Sierra
and Scorpio ; the stump was proven to reduce the car's aerodynamic drag co-efficient
significantly, which was a class-leading 0. New were the overhead camshaft CVH engines in 1.
From mid, a five-speed manual gearbox was introduced across the range. This was now
standard on the 1. A selection of features was available, either as standard fitment or optional
extras depending on model, including a tilt-and-slide sunroof , central locking , and electric
windows. All models except for base and L were fitted with a check-light system for low fuel,
low oil, low coolant, low screenwash, and worn out brake pads. For the model year, the Ford
ATX three-speed automatic transmission developed primarily for the US version was available
on the 1. However, the car attracted criticism from the motoring press at launch due to its
suspension, with positive camber on the front wheels and negative camber at the rear, giving
rise to the Mark III's infamous "knock-kneed" stance. The Mark III soon had a reputation for a
harsh, unforgiving ride. In the revised suspension mounts from the Escort-based Orion and the
larger Sierra steering rack were introduced as running changes for the model year which also
coincided with a minor update for it including a new Escort badge at the rear. Another engine,
introduced in August , was the 1. It was available on the L and GL models. The Escort estate
was initially only available with three doors, but a five-door version was introduced in In that
year, a saloon version of the Escort, the Orion , was launched. It used the same mechanicals as
the hatchback, but had a more upmarket image and was not available with the smaller 1. It was
also directed at buyers of the earlier Cortina , which had ceased production in , with its Sierra
successor not available as a saloon at the time. The Mk III model â€” , was the most common
type of car on British roads in December , with almost 1,, examples registered. A convertible
version, made by coachbuilder Karmann , appeared the same year as the five-door estate It was
the first drop-top car produced by Ford Europe since the Corsair of the s. The Escort Cabriolet
was initially available in both XR3i and Ghia specification, but the Ghia variant was later
dropped. Initially this featured a tuned version of the 1. It lacked a five-speed transmission and
fuel injection. Also a prototype with a 2. Persistent problems during the vehicle's development
prompted Ford to drop plans for its production and instead begin work on an all-wheel-drive
model to beat the Audi Quattro , designed and built from scratch, resulting in the RS The Escort
entered production in Brazil in July , with either three or five doors. To better deal with the
tropical heat, the Brazilian three-door Escort received swing-out rear windows, unlike their
European counterparts. Both size engines were also available in alcohol-fuelled versions with
marginally more power. The car had a bad reputation in Scandinavia, with severe rust problems
and issues with the wet liners of the Renault-designed engine. Brazil also received an XR3
version towards the very end of , only available with a tuned version of the 1. Aside from interior
and exterior enhancements including spoilers and inch alloy wheels, the XR3's engine
produced It was built in Brazil in collaboration between Ford and Karmann , with the top
imported from Germany. The Escort was also available in South Africa, as hatchback only, from
March , with the 1. The South African Escorts differ only slightly from European ones, as a
result of local parts content regulations. The fourth version of the Ford Escort was launched in
March , with only a small number of changes. Although popularly regarded as a fourth
generation model and is popularly known as the "Mark IV" , internally within Ford it was
regarded as a Mark III facelift and consequently carried the codename 'Erika'. Internally the car
had a completely new dashboard and other smaller changes. However, the check-light system
for low fuel, low oil, low coolant, low screenwash, and worn out brake pads was no longer fitted
to any model. Air conditioning was not available on cars sold in Europe although it was an
option on cars sold in Argentina and Brazil. Initially Chubb AVA lock barrels were fitted to the
facelifted models but these were soon changed over to the Tibbe type as with the Ford Orion.

All-new competitors from Fiat and Renault were just two years away. As well as an all-new
interior, a new 1. In , the diesel engine was enlarged to 1. Also for the model year, the entry level
1. Carried over from the previous range was the 3-speed automatic which was ultimately
replaced late in the production run with a variant of the CTX stepless gearbox as first used in
the Fiesta a couple of years earlier. A luxurious Orion E with leather seats, fuel injection, alloy
wheels, and a Ghia trim was produced during and A total of 1, were made, with 1, of these
having leather trim. The Orion range was also broadened to include a more basic "L" trim for
the first time. A minor update occurred in Spring where the Escort badge at the rear changed to
look more modern as well as some minor trim revisions in order to maintain interest in the car
until the Mark V arrived the following year. Escorts for European markets continued to be
assembled at Halewood , near Liverpool , and at the West German factory of Saarlouis. Sales
were strong through the decade, and during the later s Escort production also commenced at
the Ford plant originally established for Fiesta production in Valencia. European production
finished in , although stocks of the model, especially the XR3i and RS Turbo variants continued
into and finished in Brazilian Escorts were introduced only shortly after the European originals,
in August At first, only the CHT 1. Power was up marginally over the previous generation. As of
May , the 1. All Escorts made after were fuel-injected , excepting the Hobby models.
Additionally, the Mark IV [4] model was made until on all versions, except the Hobby which was
made until This generation was only built with three doors in Brazil, although the five-door
model was produced in Argentina. It sold well initially, leading all other imports in January
Argentinian production had begun in with many parts imported from Brazil, although the
five-door model was available there from the beginning and the engine options differed. The
original versions were the GL and Ghia, both fitted with the 1. There was also the 1. The fourth
generation Escort remained in production in Argentina until In , the Escort Hobby trim was
introduced in Brazil, using a 1. This was a small-bore version derived from the CHT 1. This
engine was unique to Brazil, whereas the 1. Brazil has a special tax break for cars with engines
of less than one litre, making this a closely contested segment. The Hobby did not receive
Escort badging. There were no trims with a high-power engine in Brazil. The on-board computer
was not available in Brazil. Initially the 1. This model however was poorly received by the
motoring press, and was panned by journalists for its mediocre driving dynamics and
unremarkable styling. The engines which had been carried over from the previous generation
largely unmodified were also heavily criticised for their poor refinement. In early , an all new
Zetec valve engine was launched bringing improved driveability, while also marking the return
of the XR3i which was available with two versions of the 1. Specifications, however, were also
higher than before. The Escort was now available with items such as power steering , electric
windows , central locking , electronic antilock brakes , and air conditioning. Some of these
options were even available on some of the entry-level models. A result of this collaboration
was that these Escorts were equipped with a VW AP engine in the top 1. Three- and five-door
hatchbacks were available, as was a two-door convertible. In , just before being redesigned to
match the European Mark VI, Brazilian production came to a halt and Argentina became the sole
Escort manufacturer in South America. The cars were exported to Brazil and elsewhere. Early
saw the launch of the Escort RS Cosworth. Intended to replace the Sierra Sapphire RS
Cosworth which finished production shortly afterwards as Ford's stalwart rally challenger as
well as a competitor to supercars with private buyers, it used the turbocharged 2. As well as
having four-wheel drive , its most memorable feature was its extremely large "whale-tail"
tailgate spoiler. The 2, road-going examples sold required for homologation purposes were
made, but demand for the car was so high that Ford kept producing them. Later models up have
a smaller turbo than the homologation versions and came with the whale-tail spoiler as an
option. The Escort Cosworth ceased production in , but it has already achieved classic status
and has a huge following. However, the car wasn't mechanically an Escort, being based on the
four-wheel drive Sierra floorpan and mechanicals, including its longitudinally mounted engine,
and was merely clothed in body panels to resemble a Mark V. Stung by the criticism of the
original Mark V which was still hugely popular despite motoring press criticism of its styling,
ride and handling , Ford facelifted the Escort and Orion in September , giving the revised cars a
new grille, bonnet and, in the Escort convertible and hatchback's case, a new rear end. A new 1.
Fuel injection was now standard on all petrol models, and Ford introduced a four-wheel-drive
variant of the RS, offering much improved handling over its front-wheel-drive cousins. A first for
the Escort also saw the introduction of all disc brakes on all four wheels as standard on all RS
and XR3i models. Also new for were 1. In September , the Orion name was retired, with the
saloon taking on the Escort badge. The XR3i was discontinued several months later, at the
beginning of The crash structure of the Escort and Orion was also improved for as part of the
facelift, featuring side impact bars, a reinforced safety cage, improved crumple zones and front

seat-belt pretensioners and for airbags were added to the Escort range. This Escort was the first
European Ford after the Mondeo to feature an airbag; shortly afterwards a driver's airbag
became standard across the whole Ford range, with many other models having a passenger
airbag as at least optional equipment. Production ended in , although stocks including the
Escort, Escort L, Ghia and Si continued through and finished in The Ford Escort [4] was revised
in January , although it was still based on the previous model. This version had new front lights,
bonnet, front wings, front and rear bumpers, wing mirrors, door handles and 4 different front
radiator grilles slats, honeycomb, circles and chrome. At the rear, the Ford logo moved from the
right to the centre of the boot, except for the van and some convertible models. The interior of
the car was hugely revised too following heavy criticism of the original car which featured low
quality plastics for its interior mouldings - the car now featured an all new dashboard
arrangement of competitive quality. However, the underlying car was now five years old and
most of its rivals were either new or to be imminently replaced. The two entry level engines were
revised â€” the 1. There were no changes to either the venerable 1. The improved iB5 version of
the venerable BC-series transmission was also later introduced as a running change.
Dynamically, the handling and ride were also much improved with revised suspension set up
from that on the previous Mark V models. The sporty "Si" model had slightly stiffer suspension
than the Encore, LX and Ghia variants, although the Si was otherwise the same as the LX with
some additional standard, mainly cosmetic, enhancements such as front and rear spoilers
which were also available as options on the LX , sports seats and white-faced dashboard
instruments. A new Ghia X model was introduced around , which included air conditioning and
a 6 CD autochanger as standard. Although the equipment of the Ghia below it was reduced, it
was now more affordable. The GTi was available in 3- and 5-door hatchback and estate
bodystyles. In Chile, to avoid confusion with the US-market Escort which was being sold
alongside it, this generation was sold as the "EuroEscort" for several years. In , Ford
announced an all-new car, the Focus , which replaced the Escort and superseded the "Escort"
name that had been in use for 30 years. The Escort range was cut down to just "Flight" and
"Finesse" editions, and sold for a further two years in parallel with the Focus. All engines
except the 1. The more competitive prices managed to keep European Escort sales going until
the last one rolled off the Halewood assembly line in July , although remaining stocks were sold
into , making it the last Ford car to be assembled there. The plant was transferred to Jaguar that
year for the new X-Type saloon, and following the later merger with Land Rover and the sale of
the plant to Tata , Ford now only has a small presence at Halewood - retaining the transmission
works at the site. The van variant remained in production in a facility located behind the now
Jaguar plant at Halewood until when the new Transit Connect model was introduced. The Escort
hatchback and estate were produced in Argentina until , having been sold alongside its
successor the Focus during the final stages of production. Escort-based light vans had been
offered since , although the market sector, always larger in the UK than in continental Europe,
dated back beyond the s when successive Ford Anglias had been available with a van variant.
After the demise of the Escort, Ford would be represented in this niche by the Turkish
assembled Ford Transit Connect. While this generation was not sold in Australia at any point, it
was however sold in New Zealand imported fully built up from the UK between and in all
bodystyles including the van, replacing the Ford Laser. The hatch and saloon were
discontinued in due to unfavourable exchange rates - this is also the reason why the Laser was
reintroduced, and the Focus was not introduced to the New Zealand market until The Escort
estate and van continued on sale on the local market until until stock from the UK dried up, the
estate having reasonable success due to the lack of a replacement Laser wagon following the
end of local production of the outdated s KE Laser wagon in Only models sold in Continental
Europe and the British Isles are shown, overseas territories often have different offerings. From
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the overall condition. The 1. The 5-Speed manual gearbox selects well in all gears. The Disc
brakes stop the car well and the handbrake holds nicely. The suspension is stock all round and
it handles very well. The tyres are good all round with nice clean original Ford Alloys. The
bodywork is very straight and original in a fetching 'Ceramic Blue'. The only real imperfection is
a rust bubble on the drivers side rear arch. The underside is very straight and solid with factory
undersealing from new it seems. From what I can tell it's only ever had one small patch of
welding for the last MoT! The interior is clean and usable, everything works as it should. Decent
Pioneer Stereo with working speaker control! The dash has the usual cracks on top which they

all suffer from. Overall a nice usable Retro car which could be further improved on as an
investment or driven and enjoyed. Great on Fuel! Getting thin on the ground these usable retro
classics! It's cheap to insure and tax, drives well with nice warm heaters and comfy seats. Back
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d the report. Vehicle imported from California to Lithuania. For some weeks "Babs" is now with
us and we have a lot of fun with the car. Buying Used American Cars? Search by VIN. Instant
Access. We offer you unique vehicle history to help you make better purchase decisions.
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History of a Car. How important is the service history of a car? CARFAX takes a look at these
questions and explains the importance of the service history of a car, as well as where you can
find the complete history of service records. Make a VIN Search.

